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ADVERTISEMENT. 


XoTWiTiisTANDiNO SO many puhllcationji 
hnw from ihc prc?s^ on the siibjerl of 

*1)0 l,itc (!isoonUm(.s*or the Madriis aro'v» a Miry 
imof rfV( I know is \('t possessed by the 

ptiid!(' ofii |):ij)or» which is spoken of in every 
vtiC of them, as a most important wrilinfr, and 
has on (fiat acconnl hcvn ([ijoled, and referred 
to, though it has not till this dav made its 
appearance in ail entire form: llie document 
allndeil to contains the romaiks of the l-^te 
( olonel Capper, Adjut«u'.t-(*enera) of the IMa* 
(;ra^ army, on the proposeii leforni of Cieiito 
liaid Coior.cl T^lniiro, the Quarter .'Master ' 
(lier.er.*!, in the jirovision < ihe camp eqni- 
]!ag;e of that army . 

it l as !>i'come tit tiiat it should he made 
puhiu*,not i>n!\ to t!ie thoronglt understanding 
of tiu* ir.erils of tlie case, Jmt in elncidatioa 
c'f ti'.e eliaractt 5 ai.u ronduct of Colonel i'ap- 
per, wirhh seenis, from tlu; absence of this 
ebu !no{ i.», (o have been strangely misconceived. 

Vv iui ibii vi ’w, the luiitor, without apa- 
puts tile annexed oiiicial paper into 

B 


;tlie rcadcr*s,1iaiid, wtfli sciirccly a foinuic.nt of 
his own, though with a few dotaohed pas- 
sages from woiks generally knowm, that 
would seem to bear «m (he purpose or appli- 
cation of the writing ill question. 

Why the subjoined paper is so little known, 
m^y be ascribabie to a return to au order of 
the honourable the House of’ Commons 
dated the 2?th of March, 1811, requiring, 
“ copy of the rcraarlts made by Licutc- 
nant Colonel Capper, Adjutant-Cleueral, 
“ upon Lieutenant Colonel Munro’s plan,” to 
whieh it was staled that, “ llic records- af the 
" luist India House do not contain any docii- 
tnent oj" the description rcijnii'td hy Hu's 
“ order."* 

Thus it Avould appear that the paper in 
question had been withlicld, by Sir (irorge liar- 
low's govermuent, from the knowledge even 
oftlic Court of Directors, though itiscqually 
anolKcial document with the plan of Lieut enant 
Colonel Munro, which had been transmitted 
liome by Sir George, and published. 

The tojiy of Colonel Capper's " remarks” 
having come into the possession of the Editor, 
he conceived itnotouly a dul_A , as be has shewn, 
to the meitinry of that oliicer, but to the 
constituted authorities, to publish the two 
plans together, "by which the Court' of Direc- 
tors, the Board of Couiroul, and the public, 
maybe able to judge between the ci ude sugges- 
tions of a young ohiccr, (a captain of the army) 
■without experience, but ‘^who had by the 
" favqiur of two preceding commanders in 

^ ^‘ce iVo. 4. Pa})er9 priiitcd order t)i‘ the House of 
CoHiiiioai, od M&Vf Jt'iJ. 



cLiftf, been prematurely raised to a statioil* 
“ far above his claims from rank or service,”* 
and the advised considerations of an old, ex* 
pcrienced, and most respectable officer of thirty 
years service. 

“ Much pains have been used to represent 
” Tiifutenant Colonel Munro as , the ouly • 
" ])er8on on whom the government could 
“ rely for assistance in eftecling the retrench, i 
nieiits in the military departments; and ail 
“ who opposed the plan of reduction suggest- 
cd by him, are described as being inimical 
" to the introduction of uuij system by \rbich 
the expeures were to be curtailed, or abuses 
abolished. The report of the Quarter Mas- 
ter-(jfcncral, ou the subject of camp eqiii- 
“ page is higldy dxtolled ; no notice however 
hi taken of the remarks on that paper, sub- 
mitted to Sir George Barlow, by Colonel 
Capper, 

This plan, however, has been consigned 
toofiliviou: indeed it seems to have been 
studiously suppressed, lest the •publication 
“ of it should prove that it was not the actual 
“ amou\tt of saving which recommended the 
QjuarterrMiisier-GeneraVs plan ; but the 
“ transfer of. extensive establishments to the 
'■ favourites of government.” 

” (h)loiud tJapper, far from opposing the 
reduction of c.\pcnces, or the abolition of 
abuses, went into, a luhuite examination of 


‘ S<-c 4?), ot'tlie ‘•/wj.-Hmo/ion.VpttbJiihedbjr 

*“'y. , 

t Seo .31 of the publi:rhed'bj;IUd^« 



** the most expensive establishments In the 
** military .department of Fort St, Georj^e ; 
" and in the month of April 1808. he suh- 
*' niit4ed,* for the considerationof government, 
" a plan of reform which would not have been 
invidious in its operation ; would not have 
impaired the effieienty of the departments, 
fsinceso lamentably experienced;) and would 
** have produced a saving to government, 
exceeding that proposed by the Quarter- 
Master-General in the proportion of nearly 
“ three to one.”f 

Ihe rerfainty of these conclusions is clear- 
ly demonstrated in the following copy of 
Lieutenant Colone.1 Munro’s plan, and Lieu- 
tenant Colonel Capper’s "remarks” upon it. 

T he manner in which this plan of Lieute- 
nant Coloiel Munro’s came into Colonel Cap- 
per's possession, having been misrepresented, 
and conscqiieHtly misunderstood, it is csseutiai 
tostute, that “ J about March Sir George 
Barlow, Governor of Madras, resolved to 
" abolish the allowance for camp equipage, 
" which had heretofore been supplied on 
contract by ofticers commanding Native 
** corps. In the adoption of this measure, the 
" opinion of General Mac Dowell, the corn- 
et manlier in chief, was not consulted ; but as 
be was directed by governmciit to have 
*' tlie necessary order* prepared, Lieutenant 
Colonel Capper, the Adjutant General, in 
" tbfe «ay bccauic acquainted with .the ex- 
" isteiice of a plan that had been forwarded 

^ See page 35 of the Postscript'* 

f 3(5, of thie “ i'oslscnpiP , 

:}. iVt*e 5, of the lJi:>c‘OfiU'hiSs'* * 
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'' throujrli the late rommander in chief fo the 
governments of Madras (and r?eugai ) eierht 
months, by which the eificienev of the whole 
'' army was then considered likrlv to be (as has 
" sincebeen proved) most lamentably all’-’chid ”• 
This officer had variwis opporttmities of' 
" being arqnaintcd with the general ItM.dina' of’ 
“ the army on a measure which woirldsb 
materially atl'cct its efficiency : posseseed df 
similar sentiments, J ind with the sanction of 
“ the commaiuier in chief, he waited on Sir 
(leorgc Barlow, and urged the expediency 
(»f nior/ifi/iirr the system, in any way that 
might accomplish the views of ceconoiny 
“ entertained by the government. 

“ Sir George Barlow said, that mconoray 
** was his only object, and that if equal saving 
'' could be produced in any other wav, he did 
not see any «»l)jecfion to its adoption. He 
grtceto (joloncl Capper the plan, as proposed 
“ by Lieutenant Colonel Munro, w ith instruc.- 
“ tions to return it, with his remarks, in a few 
" days. 

“ Colonel Capper acrordinglv delivered in 
to- Sir George Barlow, his remaiks. with 
the original plan, in four days: t le re.nark« 
“ given in by Colonel Capper staled generally, 
“ l! al the plan of f.icutenant (^doi.el .Muiijttit 
had not been submitted to tlicAliIitary Board, 
“ or to any of tiie staff officers of experience, 
** $wbo iiiigbt hcabie to correct any eirors that ' 

might have crept into the productioaof an 

/ 

* See pai*;c ij, oftlio “ Discontents.^' 
film*. ‘ 

:j; Sfi* |)iiu;c* (» til* the “ 

Jj SteC |)a^e 7/ of the “ JJiS(.ohtcnis.^* 
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** indlyidunl. Thep also noticed, that JAe.n~ 
tenant Colonel Mtmro had insinuated « 
charge of the, most serious mature against 
.the officers who had commanded Native 
“ corps; for Ijieutenant Colonel Mnnro’s 
*■ plan contains a passage, purporting, that 
the eccpericnce of six pears, and an ohsei'Xa' 
tion of -the practical effects of the contract 
** fpsUw, suggested the observation, that the 
** contract . induced the officers commaxiding 
egrps to- keep, hark the discipline of their 
m‘^n, in order that ihep might not be. fit for 
fiild. service : Ofid that the contract niight 
therefore he more advantageous.'' 

^Thismay be <hc most canveuient ]»laoc to 
observe, that if, as the Quarter IVf istcr Gc- 
instnuafed, any defieu'uey iu the ocjuipn 
" mefits of the tamp equipage tloparlmoiit, 
“ had in point Of fact arisen, frem tlie neglect 
" or enpidilx of conimauding- oflirers holding 
V^tbe eonlfact, no record of such deficiency 
“ can be traced. It was the duty pf jthc office, 
" at the bead of which Lieuiieitant jOpjouel 
IHunfu is placed, and in which.|ie lm4, stayed 
“ either as deputy or principal, ,l(f»e'|irst 

“ iiistitntUMi of the systejn of couij;;^cV^t'p exa- 
“ Hiine the returns, and iitaV' quarfefly reports 
to the miiiiary boaui of the state of the camp 
'* < <}ui page,, cattle, and follow-crs, attacbed to 
" eaeli corps, as certified on ninjitcrsand monfh- 
ly iijspcctiotl; jurd the perfet good coudiiiou 
these equfipuieutji stands vonebed by'/n^ 
otiVi Imports, (luring the whole and every 

“ SVe ofU/o" Insnrriiiifin," 

i ::»t ihiG ^ 
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part of the period to wlilcli liis praciical oh- 
“ sf.rMtfon and e.rpcrirncs refers. 

“■ *If, therefore, the report proposing the 
“ abolrtion'of' that contract was to con- 

vey the iHost obvious meoniiDr wliich the 
arLTuiilents bear;f (aiuMit is to be ohscrrbd^-, 
" that this maxiui is' brour^ht io jas . arn’iiifew'. 

Tcncc, not from gtoicral pri!^i|Wes, lydfi?' 
“ from an attentive observation of the 
“ efflctsof the si/'ifon of eontraef;' and is express- 
ly stated to be one of those discoveries vvhi^ 
gave lJeutenant rolonrl "Miiufo iue:i<4. of 
" forinin;^ a better Judn::iteiit on the subject, 

“ than could bo formed in the year 1801-2/ by ^ 
“ (Jeiieral Stuart au'd Colonel Agnew !!! The,, 
insinuation does not appear to Have crept iii * 
“ through inadvertence ; it is dellberatelj^ 
introduced into the body of 'i^' niemoir,, the 
" composition of wdiich was inasHfcstly stu- 
‘f died, and the clandestine manner in which 
" it was tr.ansraifted to the higher authorities^' 
*' o^ver hartfijg been laid before the Military 
‘**'Beard,yapd'rt having been purposely omitted 
’thd fefc.d'rdsof the ‘office of the CoiU' 
mandet . "in Thief's secretary- -scciucd to 
'' corfe^^^fe the opinion, that the obvious 
nicatninj^of the insinuation was apparent to 
its author];) that report, fs at variance will* 

'' the otlu'i' official reports of ;t1»je t^'uarter 
“ Master (jicucral's offic^.' Those reports 
yieth. public, supported 'o^ reghihtf musters,* 
and* exposed,, if jirroncous, to' iustgttt dc- 


See |>aoje ‘2*2, //KVKm t /iojfV’ 

"f See iO, el* the *■* l}isci*ntenf^*, ' 
jSce paj.;** 11, ol‘ the “ 
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oilier vw privaU, standing 
*‘,saieljoii Ibe petsooaUsserlioa of tbe Quar< 
5,* ter Master General, and regular investisra- 
.** tlon was denied— both could' 8:^ be true." 

" Tbe total absence of ever^r io form 

of proof, in the c|iurse of the. report, cnosti- 
tut^,iu itself the mosl powerful evidence 
•.tVIlKii ^fi^sluuatioos were groundless.*" 

' .When tlicse reports became known io Ihe 
army, several o£Soers commanding corp, " in- 
d^vidiially applied to the Commander in 
" l^icfto direct such iiivestigationas be should 
** deeip to be proper, for ascertaining their 
, conduct ill the cxeculionof this brauch of 
their public duty, in order that tbe delin- 
quencj, if proved, might be adequately 
^^.'^punished. and that the innocent might be 
" acquitted of the uniiieritcd reflection whidi 
" they deemed to be coiivejed in the report of 
" the Quarter Master General. f" . 

.. Failing in this attempt " to obtain go iiivex- 
" tigation into thcii own condqqU".ti)j^ pagers 
commanding corps “ thought tbjsy e^p.ld 
“ attain the same end by coiiipelJi'ng ibp Qitgrr 
" ter Master General to prove l.he ^:p,uodf.on 
Mhich he had inserted in his rep^l^ ipsi- 
‘'•iiualioij«,[' which they deemed tebd^jurious 
to tlicir characters, and adopting tl{at form 
** of comhiricd appeal which .the cirCumstun- 
"y.ces seemed tp p^scMbe, they jointly accused 
** Lieutenaiit Colonel Muuro, ( Captaiu-iu tbe 
rbpcaii Regiment ) of conduct 
jtbe; c/ifliwVfc-r of mi.vjjicer and 

... . 5 - ' ■ 

, * “ Jhiurrecfim,’' 

See pfge X8l of.me “ iHiHrrecUon .'’ ' 
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a ^etttlemun, in Ktiivinji' made use of^&a 
** h^amom it^iwuAom te^n^ to 
" enaraefe^,*^ which cba^ge was wji^tA by 
thirty-two jWHeers commandiyig corpr/ ^be 
merits of HNP charge haic nearer been isfestt'* 
gated, Lietitenant Colonel Munro 
etoided a trial by a* doiirt raartta| 
ing for protection to the citdJ' 

( and which he most UAaeecOuntably 
when actual It under arrest, by order of 
Commander ii> Chief, preparatory to hisjp^i^ 
It h>iving been attempted to attaifi 
to Colonel Capper for the army becomir^ a0> 
qiuinted with the ii^nrious insinuati6ihs con- 
tained in Lieutenant Colonel JVIunro’s .plan, it 
becomes necessary to obeerrc^ that the plan pi 
question wax delivered by Sir George MaHakt 
hiin^eif to Colom i ( spper, as haabeen already 
rhewn : and that Colonel C'ipper doubtful of 
the term- under which it wss intended to entrust 
it to him# ajyilicd to Sir George Bartow, 
thrrhjigh jonfrWfals conddeutiel staff, to ascer- 
talit was to be considered at of a 

dh pfiWie nature ; who in reply from 
Sir Ge^ge. ‘informed hio« be was at liberty 
to ttiaittO use be pleased of it. There are 
offlcetaaoW'io Europe who can depose to this 
circumstance having been repeated to them by 
Colonel Capper himself, not at n peridU of 
days after, but at the very p^omttif or its OC' 
currii^. ' ' 

" The unfortunate discussions (uid evea|i that 
follovVed the disclosure of 1 those ^Ibnililtiaiis, 
tenned in the charge t/^amouSigM'- 

A 

* Ste the {Wipers pobbshed by ttiderariii^On^ofloQSiw 
pioiw. * * • 
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na^-iheseforc 1),c wi,th justice attributed to any 
conndcncc in. Colunel,. Capper, .but 
te.j{.he impruden^p or Sir George^ J$arl»w hira- 
, self-; or ratlier i(>,the breach orders of 

^ .the Court of Directors, which difftetthat 
< :.^V.ff>ilitary plans, for t]^p,|B^uipmcat of tropps, 
'*^j,and'8ujyi0et8 oftbat description, should be 
t'^b^itt<Sd . to, discussed and maturely di- 
, " gcated by the Military Board previous to 
" their coming before government for in 
rKl^^ce.of this wise regulation and prudent 
H^re^^ution of the court, as well as of the usage 
of the^^ervice, tiic government of Madras, and 
fubsequeutly that of Bengal, received, delilie- 
.. -ratedj'f 2 aud acted upon .the crude plan which 
^,aa officer of shorter service and less. c.v{)c- 
/*f;rience any who had been on the geue- 
**. ra] stalf bf tiie army for many years,’' had 
procured the coinmiuider in chief ('* who 
had nerer seen a corps in the field in India, 
and who consequently could ..got, fprm any 
"judgment of his ®.wn ” oa,.t]^e sdjbjej^t) to 
forward thus surreptitiously to fbe^^bv^qu^nt. 
" |ltis unneeesjary toentfijc^h.^|,^etaitd,d. 
coiisIderatioB of the merits of 'i|w ,c^ttrAct 
" fystem, and- that of 

'‘^ .iyfunru. iiovv.denoiuinated ucw ;''% butif fhi 
" lidlhority of. great names may inllucucc a 

there is something 
^> , Biorc tbq.r) jdieri^^und in the practical judg~ 
" meut of 8 ttch:, 9 ;iniau as Earl CorowaiiiB,^, the 
" 'fQ|%pdc|.j.of the culumuiatcd .contract mca- 

^ S/e psigc 0/ i}£ Ijbe '^^Dheontents.^* 

“ Jf\!furreclion,y 

jStejpiige 14 of ttoi''** ' 



II 


” swrej of Oeneral Harris; who adopteff ii ifrfesft , 
tieccssity; of': General Jftmes Sfostti;; ’thitti 
“ ■vrliose a''^i|Kdcr judgment. does ■ 

on ,ever;^|&i^ch of military arrang'emelo't ; ,. 
and whoJ?OT'tlic eiperiencfe of every one.\|| 
.those campalgns^/'tgcomniended its 
‘‘ as a' permanent measure ; 

Wellesley, (now Lord 

“ the. actual experiehite'of its effects, e^j^V^sly 
“ ascribes to the operation of this 'system, hw 
“ being enabled to perform tbo<c nioVetiie^Wi 
“ of unexampled rapidity and efficiency whiisil 
arc the admiration of every tnilitary itiau Cdr 
“ pable of r^ctliviOg. lessons from exericnce.’ I. 

will not draw a parttltelbet^c^-ii^clr^npr 
“ porters and the siibvcfters'Of th^"'^’tem t’|* 
"ThcQuarter Vlaster'Gener^l^at. instructs 
*■' by Sir John Cradock to deviim a change : 
*' and this germ of discord was the result of 
“ his uistflictiotis.'*f '■ •' ■ 

J- 'i^cfollovvihg opinion of Mr. Pet^e,' re- 
** shecitdi .lEfes^' remaflts,' deserves consider- 

^orfij^^tliscussion^^ this questi^ has 
TO since, induced , me to examine 
mu<% attention : and I fcavo 
" to regret that 1 had sooner seeW'the 

superior advantages ia point, of effteteAvi/, 
“ sorting; add fa cili hj oft hjfe j^dj utidVOen^al's 
** over thre one (of the QWirter'.’iVIatiter ^oc« 
4 t had transmitted ’ 


* Sop pn-^e 15, 

t ^oe page 13. . V' ' I't; 

J Soo pago 33, of th« “ Poitici ips 
uiciita of l'uct$— prilled, by {itodciJalvk ') 






. Blilidesthe i^pprobation ^hichMr. Petrie 
riiiative to the plan of Colonel 
'^‘-Cflpb^r, it liak'been unirerk'S^l^-^eointnended 
the officersiof experiojn/ce''h%:^e Presidcn- 
cy; and by the raeml^ers of^'ihe Military 
Board whoni Colonel Capper consulted; and 
an anii&ai saving of -fagodas 
td be effected by means perfectly 
" siM^U m their operhiion; notwithstanding 
,Whicht it hits' been suffered to lay unheeded, 
^sk^Uethe plan of Lieutenant Colonel Munro, 
proposing a saving of 64,000, has been 
* received and adopted. ‘ 

" Bxtraordinapy as this choice of Sir George 
/' BaVIpt^ttay afipdaffi ^he correctness of the 
.^ aboVt^ jipkteAObt and ' comparison is incon- 
*^ffo'vertlb|jfe;j' nay 41 is a 'fact that the de- 
partme^' ailiided to hare been placed 
*’ under the immediate centronl of the'.Qaar> 
'^.'telr Master-General; tbat the provision and 
** maintenance 'of them are for thO fUOst, part 
" under his' sole mabagemer^; .'imd that * the 
** accounts of them- have beon *pld«bd''lMy6d,d 
the' efficient check' of the'dlflic^iOf'-'^llitkiry 
"audit; and this is called' bf 'of 


" abuses ! ! ! 




■ '" In spite ofthe conviction which thfese'eir- 
""^dnistances.'Uiust produce on the mind of 
/* ^very riede^ip^^ersoii, the partisans of Sir 
'^eorge the effrontery to repre- 

{‘''^ebi|t^^e%dO'^lldn of Colonel MunrO’b plaoj, . 
" febriseq^uwit rejection of Colonel 

.Ckiiper*!) a dMksure of reasonable - <eco- 

,ih<Ae who have not 
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p'f} 

■e 43 of ihe'** Poitic^ipt/* 



** concurred, in., this opinion,^ as oppo* 
*• ntnts of 

cd.in sprO%j|^|i; the spirit o||dUcnn^i^‘^nd 
” studyingj^^pre^ the bdiier, Ui^t 

duciions thirt had beeii m^de were unneces* 
sary.” , 

. ” * Lieufenant CJolopel Munro.u||8 ' ^ ' 

" posed to be concerned iir any bjr-''JjS 
tions which took ptace^ .except 
" ,of the tent contract ; arid, as it.was generally 
“ known that Colonel Capper .bad propos^ji^ 
" reduction to a much greater (^xtent, in r^o^^ 
of which no equivalent was to be |pade,^ 
** while ('eioi^l JVtuuro’s plan, provided a 
" bandsotue |re,niuui^|Vti 0 ii 4 ii|ndcr,;,|d)#.^,head of 
* Hat la, ‘ to comniaif^iijipg seems 

*' didicult to itrmgine how tb^..,|atter sbouhl 
“ have incurred odium ai>^' '{(^'popularity, 
though Colonel Capper cjfcnped'the slightest 
“ censure, or diminution of. that eSte^M..dp/d 
“ felt for his persot^\^pile 

cver^ he cherislicd for 'his 
*i%i:tU4sm<^f^al( 'who knew him.” 

V :7 vthilviliiiitary body been under the 
** luduesiqeoijf sclf-iiitercst, or of the motives 
** SO' liberally' imputed to them by the author 
of tbfc ** Accurate and AuthcMlic Nurraliife ; " 
" assuredly the plan of Colouel Capper wo^s 
" more lately to have excUod llieiRdissatisfac- 
•' tion than that of Colond^WutwO;; the effect 
•• of winch latter has,crroiicpifs/y^^‘een,sjuppos. 

“■ ed injurious to their pecuniary "^d;erd^ts : it 
is, oil the contrary,. niqst^tisfactorily 

-.(in a letter ^^hicb .^W^i.in 
“ Newspaper, a|j(id has since b^'pruiteQpSvwwf' 

* Sec 4'1, of the 
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"^' ^App^div <o Tndns ’3 letfers) that fhc alIo\v- 
granted hy government to conimand'ing 
*f-'l)fficors, from M'lunn the te'tiV '"contract was 
*' taken, exceeded the advanfdgfe^-which they 
“ could possibly derive from the vloutract. 

V “ * The preiui'-es laid^own, appear to au- 
rif‘’!tlidria;e|j(||ic following conclusions ; 

Rirst/ that the actual retrenchments of 
*' pirbiic ffli^onKes was-WoMlic chief object of 
“ the reforms (more properly revoiufwus) 
.‘^which SirCfCorgelJarlow introduced intothc 
dcpai tniciits of the government of Madras, 
Spcondly, that the abolition of the tent 
“ contract did «o/ occasion a diminution of jie- 
" cuniary a<d vantages oHicers-conunauding 
** corpi^ and , • • ' ' 

d “ IWrdlyX't^’alit'wasnot’in the diminution 
" of pecwrtiajv'adviintagcs, and in that soiiice 
only, that the charac against the Quarter 
‘I- Master (ieneral derived its origin.* 

“ Tn the course of the proceeding# 'which 
were carried' on,- smbsequcpt td’thie'‘artUSt of 
Jjicutenant Colonel iMunr(«i vtc* der..^Ot'ltewl 
**' urtv complaints made hy fhcnVm'V’l'-nsptettiilii^ 

“ the reduction of allowances ; 'nei^hcc tioi^the 
“ vari<*ns <’rders of the govfiriJBtdDrtV'tsstrcd 
" during this period, contain am/ Mtnsion, hoy- 
“ ever remote, to that subject ; but e^ crif 
statement of grii^auccs, cverj/ I’cMaonstrunct} . 
“ from the contains complaints, that 

*'■ the ehaructei' .oi their profession has been 
viofnted^' and the of individuttls de~\ 

" stro^/ed''hff tlie-,,fy{-siau(itioiis contained in 
“ report on the 

' ^Vf- page 45, df till' “ --f 
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,tcnt allowance ; lij ihe iuterfercae^e nf ting 
*/ cix>jil ffovernittent with llie entablisttfd ivifrse 
of tttilitarif filial ; by the puHiishmen't-^n’i' th« 
most resp^abie officers, without a hearing: 
" by the governor 's rejection of a respectful 
" memorial to the Gflurt of Directors ; and by 
“ various other arbitrary and unnyceedenien^ 
‘‘ acts, from which it was -to be th^tre^ 
the •will of the governor, and th^papfiees df 
a few. favorites, , were the only standard of 
Justice, the only measure of executive 'a^, 
" thority, 

" I’he facts upon which these complaints 
are founded, tbein^ admitted on all siucs, no 
bigot, however prejudiced, ci» hesitate to 
acknowledge; and no hireling, ^however 
mercenary, can*venture to denyjvthftt’ih such 
a system, there was nbundadt bk'hse for dis- 
satisfiiotion and discontent.”* 

The instructions on which Lieutenant €k>l9- 
ncl Mu»fj>fftctcd,' were contained' in tftc fol- 
off the (Jammander iti ClMef, 
(l^^^tephitt ^.iicral Sir J. F. Orjidock,) which 
vVjtf iMti-^bitly.gheoit the cotmnission given to-the 
Quajr-tef Master General, in respect to the 
camp. Offittpage ; but the cxee.n' of his in 
tile execution of it, as evidenced in his plan of 
reform, on w'hich the Aiijntaut Gcncj'al vyas 
required tp offer his ” Hcuqtirks.” 


NOTJE. 

Tue editor coyj.d have yjf,^hqd^.havc 

to tlie expianatoi^ passag$yHi^||hiaVC fork^hc, 

4*^* ' ' ‘ ' \ 

^ See page 40, of iWier/i-/,'* * ' 
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a-sliort fuctnoir of the inUitary services of the 
lalhs Adjutaot General of the Madras army, l>ut 
Im feelings whqlly unfit him for the f:»sK. But 
it would seem superfluous tospe^k of his gene- 
ral character as a soldier, or of ms high sense 
of honor, since they were manifest to all ac- 
V^ti^inted wiUb the military history.of India, or 
wiio Bad a knowledge of his private life. 

To thost^-^ho had not the means o.f this in- 
formation or acquaintance, the liemnrks on 
l^e Plan .of the Quarter -Master Geneial, will 
jbe sufiicient, perhaps,to givethem some insight 
into the lihcrality of his sentiments towards 
his brother oflicers ; of the integrity of his ov. u 
views,., Ofid^ bU.p»roj)<^,*<:a/ tor the interests 
of bis eoip^oyersi' ou4. the service ill which he 
liras enibarkf^. 

, If any aj^itioniil circumstance be waging 
to mark his character to the stranger, it may 
Im tbujud in his manly demeanour to his deputy 
in o&cc, wlinm he atteiu^ted^^ ,^,,tlie- ,wure- 
steqined geiierosily of ^iic 

from the arhitrkry, suspensiqq^qf.^n^.-pf^vps 
government, by taking upon.jbitn^if f|i6,i^^e 
blame of the act for which 
exposing himself to the unsubdueid^yjli^il^ce 
of .angry and unrelenting authority, 'which he 
supposed, hut supposed erroneously, judging;^ 
from his own bre^, might have b|^n satisfied.' 
yvitli a single — wbich Im.-v^hearfuliy 

ofitTed in his own person ; but in vain for bis 
’jsuilcritig .fellow soldier, and in vain for the 
infuriated' gq.vcrnm<^t, whom be would have 
screened froia a {itiM at leu^of the cifects of 
itSf3^a <^i^acrifii^"'crcii of his own 

Ti^uncs.- ♦ £ 

• ^alie maguaniixrity of Colroel Capped did not 
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save Major Boles; buttlie subseqncnt acquit*^ 
tal of the latter by the Court of Directors, hW 
justiBed the' honorable exertion of his col- 
league, and jh^s shewn it as jilst in its motive, 
as it was generous in its object. 

Colonel Capper cmbarlccd for England, to', 
seek redress from i he Court of Directors, 

■was lost on the passage, ' 

It has been stated by the Madras govern- 
ment, and adopted by others, that the officers 
withdrew the charge which they bad preferreS®'' 
against Lieutenant Colonel Munro, from Lieu- 
tenaiit Colonel Leith’s opinion, that it was 
illegal ; but this hashed so stated and adopted 
crrofieoufihj ; in' proof -pf w'hifch, s%e*tbe Me- 
morial from oBicers coiauiandin'g cnVjts to the 
Court of Directors.* Tiiatnicmorik] Sir GeorgO' 
Barlow rejused to forward tf) j&urope, and 
returned it to the Commander in Chief^ for 
which arbiirar'i,' rgeotionthe court has cedi)dr->> 
cd the edndtret of ‘fiir George Barlow. 

pffiQerirpfaccd no reliance on the»m/)hr-' 

' tiamff on an opinion, officiousli/ 

ToWhie^q^^ hf ft.' professed advocate of thft 
Quarter 'Miirtec'tleneral’s ; for Lieutenant Co- 
loncl 'Llfith'iitdt^'not 'called upon for hisupiiiiun 
of the nature^ but merely of the form of the 
charge. — His laboured opinion, or rather de- 
fence of C0$oncl Munro, had but the smallest' 
weight with the army. ^ 




PLA.N, 


TO LIEUTENANT COLONEL MUNRG* 
Quarter-Master-General. 

Dear Sir, 

The subject of the camp equipage for the native 
army has for a long time engaged my attention, and 
each day brings proofs to my mind, that the sub- 
sisting arrangements are erroneous, both as to public 
oeconomy, and also as to the equitable indemnification 
to connuanding oliicers, through the vicissitudes of 
peace aud war; for it may happen in repeated in- 
stanc(‘s that the officer who enjoyed the advantage 
through a peace, will not be the person to carry on 
the equipments during a campaign ; and while itmay 
be aigued with force, that the contract with com- 
manding officers is too high during peace, if is more 
decided, that it is not an equivalent compensation to 
the pressure of a lengthened service in tlw 
field, through ail the variety of hardship and acci- 
dent. 

There are also other circumstances that peculiarly 
attend the present rcgidation, which appear to me 
. to add most sensibly to the general objection, which 
it is not at present necessary tojstate; but that in my 
opinion urge most forcibly the propriety of an alt^ 
ration, and which 1 shall submit to government, if 
the leading points of oeconoray and efficiency can be 
established without risque, by another mode of supply. 

I shall therefore request yoil will, without loss of 
time, take this subject into yiMf sp^hl consideA^on, 
and give me every tiiBsistance mat may enable nitt 
form a just judgmei;^,. 
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• II appears necessary that in the first instance, you 
should give me a return of the present rxjKiisc, as it 
coinprcheials the contract Tor the camp e^jaipageof 
the native anny. 

Also a return of the probable exper*. »u i^s full 
view for a gciu'rai suppiy I'or the iKi(iv« io/oe on the 
part of go vein n lent, should it ho iv(m: i that the 
whole wore to ho held in a . ’‘.' paration. 

This can easily be reduced to tlie i..o c piobable 
scale of two thinls, or ot\ehalf,iis n:; y .. ! upon, 

as adjust estimation of that fo. > t ' !:■- tlic 

field. 

It will be necessary to accompany - ;n^nt 

by a detailed view of those places and tla uiry 

establishments at which depots of camp (q« ipage 
must he inaintaine<i ; for the service ot thiscountry 
entirely demands that immediate access to supply 
should" be secmcci ; and unless very ample precautions 
are also provided for its proper care, u very extensive 
loss to the ))uhlic must ensue. 

I shall not trouble you wdth more detailed instruc- 
tio»st;ihau that the principal points, efficiency and 
arc the fouudations upon which I intend 
thafe^hej whole structure should rest;.ai>d unless lean 
eleariy ascertain those c.csential pomt%\I fth^lirUOt 
disturb the exisring arrangeniciits, which, It. is 'tp|bc 
remarked, arose from a sense of former imp^rlEbctipp 
supposed to attacli to the system I in some 
wish to revise; but it may he hoped that ad ati^utivo 
investigation of flic general case may enabio us to see 
where the errors lay at that period, and load to the 
adoption of some plan of more decided improvement. 

I shall rdso requea^ that m a separate report you 
favour me with fest detailed plan the car- 
the sick of the army, which has of late engaged 
y^ur attention, and which it is pot prudent to longer 
vnthhold from submission to. government ; for the 
result of the lo^g dehb^tions on this subject has as 
yet only produced the ij^ituUon of one Dooley corps 
totaUy,4nailequate^ll^^ranch the service; and 

thf^ dormer arfeif^geAents for t|®4jonvcyance of the 
the army are in some done away, it 

rnt^' be stated, with an appeatince of justice, that 
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notwithstanding all the attention that has been given 
to the important concern, a degree of rather 

than advantage has accrued, 

I have llu^ honour to be, &;c. 

(Signed) J. F.CRADOGK. 

Madras, ' 

7th lebruari/ ISO?. 


To his Excellency Lieutenant General Sir J. F. 
dock, K. B. Commander in Chief, &e. &<^ 

Tn obccliorice to the directions contdmed in yoitr 
f\\r(‘ijriu*v’s letter, under date 7th February last, T 
cuk rt'd into an examination of the existing system 
of camp equipage and ciurriage for the native troops 
under this establishment, and I have the honour of 
subiniliing to your excellency’s judgment^ a paper 
containing the result.of the consideration which I be- 
stowed on that subject. 

Your excellency was pleased to* state in conversa- 
tion your intention of recommending to govo^irtfent* 
to grant the superior hall* and full hn.tivi of 
lieutenant it*! command of battalions^*4i^lS^i- 

ments (ft 'gairir^n or the fiekL ' 

Tfe adaption of this measure wdll be entirely <?on- 
tW Urfors of the Honourable Court of 
l^itibetOf^gi^ntingstiperiorbaUa to oiricers incomthtf'bd 
of ifthe tent contract should be abolished 

will be.rOndered^cxtrenicly desirable by the circum- 
stances in which lieutenant colonels commanding corps 
. willbeplaced. "J'hese orders directalloirjcrrscommand'* 
ing corps tadravv the batia of the rank next above that 
widcli thcyifeld ; but this gov$tfymefit excluded lieut^: 
nant colonels commanding corps from the opera tioi^^ 
of that ordgr. Majors, captains, or lieutenants com-* 
inunding corps, /aKrcordingly draw superior batta; 
while lieutenant colonels comfiaandfng^corpsdraw the- 
balia of their own rank only^^j^/' . 

The command of^^rps nfftiay cxtruofiM^ry 

expcnces, and app^ii to demand suitable- 

to the res[ ^ — .i ..k— 

situation* 


dignity annexed to thac 
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r The recent orders regarding the Bazar fund will 
prevent officers of rank from participating in the 
benefits which have hitherto been derived from that 
source; and the abolition of the existing contract 
allowance for camp equipage, if it should be abolish- 
ed, will deprive oflicers commanding native corps of 
many advantages which they liave certainly realized 
in time of peace from that system. 'These circum- 
tltances appear to render it expedient, that liie orders 
ofthe Honourable Court on thesubjeet of siiperio**l>iitla 
should be carried into effect to their full extent, and 
that nieasure;i; if we adopt the. number of lienienant 
colonels actu&liy in command of corps, as a standard 
for estimating its future c\ pence, will oidv Oi casiou 
an annual increase ofdisburseinenu of l2,(KiCf pagodas. 

I have the honour to remuin, &c. cv •. 

Quarter Master GeaeraCs Ojfice, { 1 ) 

Fort St, George^ J. 

30/A June, 1SU7. Quarter Ma^ici General 

ofthe Armym 

Returri to the order of the Honourable House of Com-* 
iiliptes, dated 27 ih March, IS 1 1, re quiring Copy of 
^•/^thcremarks made by Lit.*utenant Colonel Capper, 
^‘♦•-Adjutant General, upon Lieutenant Colonel Mun- 
ro’s plan.'* v . ^ 

* The records at the East Indiji Houso> ,dd;not 
contain any document of the description.,, requal^ 

** by this order/' . ^ ^ 

hxmiiners Office^ East India Home, , 

“ blh April, ISll/' 

memorandum by colonel CA]^EK, 

RKSPECTlNtt THK 

Pjfwoscd Measure of doing away the, Contrdf:t for the 
Supply of Tents, and their Carria^; by Officers cotn^. 
mandtng Native Corps* 

Haying >inde'rBtobdi;lb|t it is in the contemplation 
of government, adopt a uew i^stem in regard to 
the j^uipment of the amy, Ij||we endeavoured to.', 
atjjt^'rtain the pi'iaci{ilcs upon the proposed plan 
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is framed ; but my applications to the wbenr 

the records of preliminary discussions of this nature 
are usually deposited, have been fruitless; and I un-* 
dersiood, that the plan has not been referred for dis- 
cussion to any department; but has been laid, before 
government, under the mere recommendation of 
those with whom it originated. 

A subject of so great importance as the. general 
equipment of the Madras army, merits investigation 
by those who possess experience regarding the effects 
of the various systems which have at different periods 
o.btaiiK d under Uiis government ; and as the collision of 
diilcjcnl opinions may tend to remove the errors of 
each, it IS perhaps to be regretted that the plan in 
question had not been submitted to that ordeal. 

'Fhe following remarks on the proposed plan, are 
offered from a sense of public duty. Viewing this 
plan as it relates to the efficiency of the army, or to 
financial resources oT the government, it seems to 
possess niu< li of that exuberance which may be sup- 
posed to arise from an over-weening zeal, and which' 
most of all requires the touchstone of enqnii^'/|md 
investigatioo^abstraqt principles are laid down&iteliose 
truth is so long as they are absti^;^ prin« 

ciplea ; but Cne misapplication of them, in various 
instances, produces a result, which on investigation* 
wilt b0*foafid fhtlaeious. 

tbp difficulty which has occurred in procuring 
anjr .'information respecting the proposed system, no 
adequate opportunity has offerecl for the "deliberate 
discussion of the various momentous objects which it 
embraces': the most prominent only will be adverted 
to; and foi^^re sake of simpljicijy, the remarks aro 
made in omit corresponding witb the paragriiphs ttf 
which they refer. 

‘ . •'** ; 

Jaieutenant Colonel Mun* 

refs proposed Pta^K ^ Capper* s 

1. Tim m* asuH^for I.'Th]®. concurring sen- 
maintaining the timents of all men of un- 

state of OQimtaat * eqUi^ ‘derstandiug end expen- 
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hieuti^ant i!ohnel Mm^ 
To^s proposed Plan, 

for field inovemrnl*, 
Ijas long beou considerett 
esst'ritial ta the eliicit^ncy 
of the military system, 
under the i)resideiicy of 
•Fort St. George* 

It has l)een. sngg<'8ted^ 
by srt) oxpertiencc of th^ 
disasiors that have result- 
ed from ch feetive equip- 
ments; and by a sense of 
the necessity of posses- 
sing, in a country main- 
tained by the sword, the 
^ibility to cewnmeuco inU 
lltary operations with I he 
utmost proiupiitude,v'rhat 
measure is founded upon 
just ^ grounds ; but the 
adopted for car- 
ryinig; it. into execution, 
are, ip S!<)me respects, un- 
necessarily extensive, and 
in others, entirely ' defec- 
tive. 

The wliole native 
xirmy, m wiiat regards 
equij)age anu rogiuicntal 
stons, has bo('n placed in 
a state of cou»piete and 

S nsiant pi^eporatiotf . for 
Id service, while aeon- 
aiclerable part of the na- 
tive army must Ik? at all 
limes in gamsou, preclud- 
ed from tile fie^ 

The reasons for 
the army in a state of pne<- 
parataVn ior immediate 
movement, must rel&r 


Colonel Cappers Remarks, 

ciicc prove tlio jnstnoss of 
the piinqiple laid d.ovvu in 
this |»:;]agi;jph : hut the 
apj)licution of it conlra- 
dicU tiui judgments ami 
exiK'.rience of tliosc who 
reported on the jircsr-nt 
systesn : they were ofii- 
cers whose experimee of 
the warfare of India was 
extensive, and wliose 
jmlgnicnt has been consi- 
dered, in general, good. 


* 2 , A jeferepeft thy 
discussion - ; ^ ■ took 

plac(‘ previous (0 trie csia- 
biishment <’f the present 
sy.^lein, will jgliew that 
tile objcfd Kni^’lb this pm;a- 
graph was foVHcen. 

'rhe tent allowance was 
1^1 b( cause all the 
coipsonbe army were to 
be always, on lieUl service, 
but ^ause, under that 
arrimmrnetii, tlic wirdic 
artii^^juld he kejpt in st 
stjw of perfect TcadinesB^ 
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Lieutenant Colonel Mun- 
fXi's^ proposed Ptan^ 

e^ciusively tO; Ute . prose- 
cijtion ' of 

against an in the 

tieUK 

'Tliose. reasons cannot 
apply td t^e ordinary 
inovt'iOeat of troops iq 
tinie of peace, for it islaif 
iiitie coiiseqiwMice, \4'hej- 
tlv.?r a corps; pTOceodiag 
from one station to ai^ 
thcr in time of peace, 
commence its at 

two or ten daysiioijcfti^ 
lint in order to accof^r^ 
plijih tlie ol^ect of putting 
the army inio a state (it 
for title immediate fom- 
ijicncenaent of operations 
against an enemy in the 
field, i^ ^is requisite,, that 
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&%ith 
be- 
:c to 

iiljsafriage 
|;%ith tUe 
ihee, atHi 
with an brifijance e<iHip. , 
hf "ibos** 
areatlacii- 
tu{ (t) luitSl^orps. ‘I'b(‘ 
cawg cqiup1lbKt)t 

pi‘ tliPsic tlirw hloHe 
sufficient to ern^^ tht^m 
to • 

tHi enemy 
for wiling 
in ihtt ti i|| || C i dt 
*r»BOtt}«ieibM" 


.. ’ ' ‘'4 , , ' ' 

{|t a«». expence^., % 
tho sup^'of pac^mt^. 
than t(iO exp^nce Wiich 
<ra8' before afctSaHy ittcoiK 
red' Of) ' aboonnt ofti 
native ariny^and 

gethtjt Mfim tfee 
cbtialderatioqs in f^m5- 
of keeping tite .ww?^ 
.native army alvtaya :rea^. 

.■ tomj3Sfe,decf«Ied;theqiies- 
. tiim. ff hiptfe.^^ ^t g»tou8ly . 

■ •uudeinJoiB«' ‘Tmi^tod Mt 
4ist;u88»>m' '» ■ ' . ' ’V 

Th^wn^ction' '•re^rdi' 
iiig tlid >waift-" of 'caj^iagB 
for^tbe srekt a'ppe|j||wtr^ 

. ordinary, as 

. m<?nt have aifen ffl |p B lttr'* 
'red an ’jertontf^P* and 
utij>rec^§nted $X{>etice in 
the construction ‘ of sick 
' carriages, and dooiies, 
to an extent that lias not 
before occurred during 
war even ; also 'tn.raismg- 
, a corps of doojy hcai’ers, 
the^.^pcjice of wittcb ia 
n<Vp^eilual.to'on?>four^ 
of' tlte'-tejilr ipo^fer;tct; w 
the whole, army; , 
.and ttfd 

dUfeNuiit^^ions,' p^por* 
Uurkhannah. 
^maek%«>rib>cb ar*»^tt. 
ranted aisisit^reat 
•batdt\<i(^r avpcatil^^f 
■'fin,*.' ‘ W- 



TLiatUuant Colonel Mmi» 
rifupTopostd plan, . 


3. “Six yeat^-^perieijee' 
pf .tl»e practifflftj wfe'cfll® 
the'* exlrttitigf- 
camp o(pnpajE;e^equipaient 
of' fW uative has 


Colonel Cappers Kemarks, 

the public' Service shouW ' 
render thbse . branches bf 
' it inapplicable to the pu'r- 
poses for ^vhich they were 
desiirned, it will not he 
concluded by any olK- 
cerof this .service that a 
native carps is therefore 
unready U) inarch, no 
corps .t^oiniT on field ser* 
vi^e, is accompanied by 
their bick, at least they 
have not been under tlie 
system hitherto observ- 
ed ; and it does not clearly 
. appear, that their eflici* 
ency 'would he much in- 
creased if tiny were: on 
a {picstion like this, how- 
ever, matter of fact is 
more satisfaetpry than any 
speculative dpc^tririe. Has 
any native; c<>ri^>*QQ any 
occasion ^ v :dc4^d 
from cotnmenoifis^ nfjitoh 
on actual service, by the 
want of conveyadete for 
sick ? If tbeans^ir from 
any staff-officer in the 
army (who has liad expH^ 
Tience) be negative, 

this objectioi&ust appear 
to be purely theoretical, 
and at yariauco with prac- 
tice. 4’ 

3, That the persons 
who proposed the .intro- 
duction of the present sys- 
tei^' may, as all are,, be 
« to error, must, be 



Lieutenant Colonel Mun- 
ro'sproposed Plan- 

afforded meaus of forming 
a judgment relative to its 
advantages and efficiency, 
which were notpossessed 
by the ' persons, who pro- 
posed its introduction, and 
an attentive'', examination 
of its operation during 
tliat period of time, has 
suggested the following 
observations regardihg iK 
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Colonel Ct^yiti^zRemarkh 

admitted ; but it is pro- 
bable, ' they were as little 
liable to error on a point 
that regards experience, 
as any other ‘officer then, 
or now in the a/myl,. . 
jLieutenantCeperat Stugrt. 
and Colonel'l&gnew, v^ere 
the chief aKVocates ''’for 
the plan, which uudef* ■ 
went severe proof, ■fro.in.' 
tlie opposition of Major 
General Ross,. Major Ge- 
neral Sydenham, and 
JLieutenani Qoionel Brun- . 
ton, an advanta:g'’‘'that has 
hitherto been denied to 
the plan under discussion. 
The framers of the pre- 
sent system, may.bdtSaid 
to ha\'e possessua^f^the 
experience whicb/^duld 
be acquired in the w'ars 
against Hyder Ally, 
Tippoo, Sultaun, the- 
French, and the Dutch, 
within the last thirty 
yeais; and as they did, 
after the Mahratla w ar, in 
October 130 - 1 , confirm 
their former opinion, it 
will't^t be said, that the^ 
experience of the last six 
years has altered their 
scntinienta. Sir John Cra- 
dqpkr.-^Ol^yer high his ' 
eyiSKiteK liiiiy be an 
family s^k- 
inir, hadab experiei^dn 
.India. He never sa'^'ku 



IAeuten<pit Colonel Man- 

' sro^il phpdiKd Pldm. Colonel Cappers Remarlcs, 


4 . The exijsfing system 
a^pehrs to be liable W th« 
following 

First. It'1[!icurs'*the cx- 
:^nce of placing the whole 
in a state of cbm- 

} )!eto preparation for 
ielcl movements, in re- 
spect to camp equipage, 
and regjTO^ntal stores,' 
while a great part of the 
native' army miifet, from 
inevitable circumstances, 
beat ail times ui garrison, 
ih .4 ' tilualion where the 
Oq^iiimeuts are entirely 


'iinnepiessar3%. 

b’econdly. That system 
incurs an inimense ex- 
pence, wirtiout accom- 
plishing the purpose, for 
which It ns tstablishecl : 
. it provides Ibr the conetiint 
maintenance of certain 
equipments, with the 
vdioie nut:vt nuriy, ‘ witli 
a, view to jrfonipt 

conimVjncembnt of opeia- 
’tions against ah v in 
ilK'ltl,’ 


tn.y in 
olht r 



*pC(^i'!taincdfe’ . 

Ihjrdiy,' By granting 


encampmfent, except for 
muster; atid when expe- 
rience' is the guide, the 
judgment bf such a man 
cannot be relied on. 

*4. 1’his ‘objection is 
answered ; it is a repeti- 
tion, in other words, of the 
siihstance of the second 
paragraph. 


Thi^qbjeclJbn, like the 
fi»st,/t8 aniw€r<?d beti>re : 
it is another, ihod.ificatic)!! 
of the second paragraph. 


justness of this' re- 
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Lieutenant Colonel Mart- 
Tosproposed 'PlatL 

the same allo^aoce iii 
}>eaGe and war- for the 
eqaipn^ejiit of native corps, 
while the expcnces inc^ 
dental to that ^U^rge* are 
unavoidably intjclit greater 
than in peace; i1 places 
the interest anf| duty of 
oihcei's conitmanding na-. 
live corps, iti direct oppo- 
sition in one anotlior ; \t 
uiake^ It their inter* st, 

1 hat their coi ps should not 
he in a statv'oi' ethciency 
fit for field service, arid 
th(*refon^ furnishes stroii*? 
inducements to 
tluur most important du- 
ties. 


Fourthly, Ry 
oointoaoding ohicers of 
corp^'with extensive con- 
cerns iminediately^;litfect- 
irig their ]>rivule intoesU, 
is calculated, partieukiriv 
ill the field, to divert their 


Colonel Cap^r^Jt^emorHi 

fnark as a general princi- 
ple, cannot be doubted; 
but the application of it 
in the Quarter , Master 
(ieueral’s papers, convey^’ 
A . charge ^ the 
cers coinrmmfJipg. jaa^yc - 
corps ]0?hichj»jBrits Tinih- 
tigaUoh ; it j^'%tated, that 
the experience of yix yei3|S,' 
has suggested the 
vation,^ “ that the pres«^t, 
plan renders it the inCc- 
“ rest of comuiauding 
oinccus/tbat^theircoff^^^ 
** siioiihl not li^ma state 
“ fit . for '“field service; ' 
“ and Ji^erefore furnishes 
strong inducements to 
“ neglect theit »*»- 

. portaht 

is, indeed,- a ’:Sfflfous 
charge, and it true, would 
prove a reprp,ach, not 
only to the plan, but to the 
s»“?vK‘e, in which wei*e 
olficers liahie to the' iofla- 
euceofsu' h principles; it 
IS lo be hopi'd, that thi» 

he an error, and that 

it. ip^y not. be . believed, ‘ 
iml^s tbcilistartces vvlricU 

arrant the ^ conclusion* 
be iwoducevi. . ! 

. li^ection is of,' the 

sagrjij nature >vitli the¥ore- 

w^ory^but 'unfohiidiif!" in 
facti fyfen are not so b^d 
as -moralists ^-eptesent 
them. « 
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attention «Tn<l pursuits 
frum, the discipline and 
inanageuientol’theircorps, 
ol)jects 1‘liat should furnish 
them with siiliiciont enfi- 
ploynient for the whole 6f 
their time, * '• 

Fifthly, 

principal . putpose of its 
H(}p}>tion, that of niaintaiii- 
nig at all times cflU-ient 
carriage for the camp 
ecjftipage and regimental 
stores of the native army, 
fur it permits-Commanding 
orticcrs to keep hired bul- 
locks for that service, and 
the experience of* ^11 our 
wars has proved that com- 
inoniured bullocks arexm- 
ti rely; .anil t. for long conti- 
nued liibourl 


Colonel Capper's iiemorks. 


This objection must 
arise from a' report of some 
circumstances not gene- 
rally known: tlu* nni\er* 
sid opinion of tliose v. no 
have seen the opmation uf 
the plan, on li- ld scivi‘‘e, 
is diriTtly at variance with 
it, from tlu‘ reports of 
such personSjcind of (ame- 
nd V\"‘ellf>ley in |>arlicu- 
lar. TIk: .\iilitary Board 
made a n jioii to govern- 
ment, of which theiollovv- 
ing is an extract: 

“ In ad<iitioa taW^at is 
“ above stated* ' uiay 

remark Ob Ute uu))aral- 
“ Icicd celerity witiVvybich 
the army took the. field, 
** for the cahifit^igu against 
tiic Malnalta <-onfedt‘- 
“ rates, n ciicumstaiice 
which cotiltt not pos- 
‘‘ sih4y ha vohafppened had 
“ thet;am|>-cqnipage been 
“ primcfed by the miblii' : 
-‘and, .we may'll that. 
“ from the great ^tfetanec 
** frornourown terriiorics, 
“ of count ly in wimU 
tU]^"Op(‘rations c‘f ihc 
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" my, in advance, umler 
“ Major General the; IIo- 
“ nourable Arthur Wei- 
** lesley were performed, , 
the provision by thepubi4>^^ 
lie of canip^eopipage^' to ' 
.supply - the ueficiencies . 
wbfoU.wottliil havAbepn 
subsequently occusioned 
^ ‘‘ by casualties on services?'' 
would have b?eft abfid**. 

“ ^olutely ' inipracticabfo*'' 

. at any expense wliatso- 
** ever ; indeed, it has re* 
‘Squired every^* exertion 
“ that couhl.be uk‘tl to 
** eiisurea constant supply 
‘‘of tents'* for the' very 
“ limited number of bm-y 
“ ropcan troops, / ^bicli; 

“ have been ke[Jii^ 3 i'lHiie 
“ field;' 

Thisjoport was signed 
by General Stuart, Gene- 
ral Srqith, Colonel AgueW, 
Colonel 'I'rapaud, Lieu- 
teiuint Colonel Orr, and 
Lieutenant Colonel Bruu- 
toir, every iudividiial of 
whom had some preten- 
sions to experience, in the 
^equipment ot ?irmies, and 
were assisted in their opi- 
nions by, reports from, Ge- 
neral ^ellegley and other 
oltkera,of the army: the 
fau^l^Vis notorious, but 
th’e' circumstances whic;h 
gave rise to this objection 
are yet secret. 



lAciilvuant i'oinnel Alnn^^ 
ro*s: propn^ed ^P/bA. 

Sixthly, In time of war, 
imhviiluals rojmnaiulin-j: 
c()rjKS, camu»l eonnnantj 
the resourc('S iu‘<h- 8- 
savy for the rfjuipiMi ut of 
llieir <*orf»s with eamp^ 
f 3 qiiipage,an<l <‘an’ia<*>e; the 
iiK*a«ur(‘s !i^;etssary fot? that 

I mrpt)se inim be [irovi<b‘fl 
governmeitl, ou I lit* ‘ge- 
neral pvinci I »{»•?! v\liii'h 
guliUc ti^e supj>i\ 'uu'i the 
i<-i'(|uiphu at of all <!(*- 
partinc utsor the ar.iny. 


5, Ati examine! i»ui of 
file military ^tate <n' altair? 
mi<lcr this e.(;vri ir.m uf , 
Will shew, Uuit a liinilt d 
jiornou only of the mitoo 
army coiiUl lake th*' fiel 1, 
in tiic t vent of 'av,gr'iu ird 
war. an<l that a'^oi'si^h'j- 
aivle number of nath o b:n- 
tations must re^rnaiii’ at all 
times. 111 oujT f5x<*il;,.g5iinr- 
sons, or ill icrtaiii stations 
neceo>ary to be aiwius 


ColoNei4!'fippn^s Remarht,, 

d'his'objection Foems to 
rest on-^’^the same grouini 
as the 'former; the sanu' 
answer will apj;Iy to it, in 
addition to which, the I'ol- 
lowinji extirticl <»f a lellei 
•fioin the (hjvernur ni 
under <lrite llie 

,arttM'thee>:|)« riPiiceol 

the Mysore War, :nnl sev« - 
ml disciisFions on Ihesnli- 
may appear r^d' vanL 

fh!!v e-rabbshe'l 
“ by the ii.l lo-iiu tion <;! 

*• llie system m the ^ .le- 

“ iiiv'-^ eomil/’V, and hy 
inn-' i r.siladnns.-^joii, I ! at 
“ othe» vs can, at all time^, 
pnovide the imans oi* 
“ can \ nig tlu ir ti nt** witii 
“ iniK h gre/der I::- i.dy 
“ :;ud expedition, tipi n Jne 
‘‘ public .dppartoijbnts, I 
“ have the ‘Vtrtfi&^€58t con- 
viefio'n,** &c/itc. 
o. q'here cair^ be no, 
doii.ht that it be p.u- 
<iein, at all to ki t p 

pdriiMins HI all oyr huli- 
lury .pO'ts/. 
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oocupieil by troops, for 
the purpose of maintain- 
ing the authority of go- 
vermiieutin the provinces, 
0 6, 'J'he following state- 
exhibits the number 
of baUiilions that must be 
(oHstautly stationed in 
our garrisons and pro- 
V iijfvs, part of those troops 
will necessarily bo ein- 
ployeii o( easionally upon 
j.iiernal service, and a pro- 
\jMoii u ill be made for 
this lit senplion of service 
in tlie seijuel stalen»enl, 
slieujng the nimfber of 
native haUalions that will 
iKt’essrnily be stationed, 
at all limes, in garrisons 
ami provinces ; 

Battalions. 


f ort St. George 
iVlpassone, Poona- J 
malle, Chiltoou,r 
aod CUandcruag- ^ 
berry j 

V el lone - . - 

Sermgapatani 
Bangalore, 15ed-^ 
iioni', Nuiulyo-r 
roog, Paugliur,^ 
and Gooribundah j 
Chittledroog, IIuu- 
nyghur, kc- 
Bcihiuy# (birrum- 
tondah, 

Goolv.Gundicatab, 
Ledhout, 6 lc . 
Cunurjim, Cudoi- 
paii, <xc. 




^2 

1 

1 

1 

I 

I 

I 
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6. However applicable 
tliis distribution may be 
to the present state of af- 
fairs, there cannot be a 
doubt, that an alteration 
in the political relations of 
our friends or enemies, 
may suggest the propriety 
of altering it. 


1 


r 
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Battalions. 

Goah 

lIulliaIjMangalonc, 

Jcmaiilal)a(l,llo’ 
norc ainl Ledas- 
hagun 

Cannanone, and 
Wynand 

Tellicherry, Calli- 
cut, Palyhau- 
cherry, and Tri- 
chi napaly 
*Tangorc, Nagono, 

&c. 

Dindegul, Madu- 
ra, &.C. 

Palaincatlah 
Saiikonu'droog, 
llyacattah, and 
the ("ombatore 
country 
Maculipatain 
Ell one, Semulcat- 
tab, Coninga 
Chicacoleand Viza- 
gapatani 

llan jam, ( 'aska, and 
i3eiiiainpore 

Total 

The remaining part ot 
the native arniy may bo 
considered a®* available 
for general field service : 
its atnoinit and distribu- 
tion are shewn in the^ fol- 
lowing statement of the 
part of the native army 
that is disposable for 
general field service* 
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ResrL Ralts. 

Hydernbad Subs. ^ 
force - 5 

Travancoro ditto 0 2 
Wallajabad - 0 3 

Madras - - 0 I 

Bangalore - 0 3 

Seringapatam 0 I 

'I'ricbenapaly 0 2 

Bidlany - -02 

Malabar and Canara o 1 
MasnlipatamiJislrictO 1 
All liie Cavalry 8 O 


'lotal 8 22 


Srvo)*?!!, Bid ofaIl*ti;e 
twcnty-four bjitlalions aU 
|(>tti‘d to piovuu'c’S and 
garrisons, a rortain pro- 
}>orii<)n will be necessarily 
employed on internal scr- 
VK'c, in suppressing com- 
motions, escorting treasure 
or stores and in other du- 
ties. It is supposed that 
one fourth part of the 
twenty-four battalions, or 
a Ibrce equal to six battal- 
ions, .should be continu- 
ally employed in tliisinaii- 
)\er; and it is necessary 
that they should be calcu- 
latcil upon as being al- 
ways engaged in internal 
SCI vice and supplied with 
lield V (juipinenth. d'he re- 
sult • »(' the foiegoing state- 
ment is; that ol' tluM wen- 
ty-four batlidions allotted 
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to pioviiu t s and jjjarrisons, 
SIX bH^nllons nrr consi- 
dcrul to lx* fontinually 
employed in n state of 
Tiiovoinent, ami tlie rc- 
mainini^ cijhtoen battali- 
ons always stationed in 
^arrisoiis and posts; and 
that nil tlie eivalry atid 
twent -two battalions of 
infantry aie considm'c'd ro 
he di'iposable for .‘general 
field service.* If, therefore, 
a force equal to six bnltali- 
ons for internal s^nvice, 
ami ei<>'iit regiments of < a- 
valry ami twenty-two Ixit- 
talious of infantry for pe- 
lUTul ojxrations m the 


* In tin* follow iiiii’ statement the force allot trrl lofixcil slatiorn 
is reduced to ils l<»vu‘st piacticable amount ; iiximl to aa amount 
Miith lower than it ih (‘v»t likely to lx*rediic»*d tui this .statement 
lln*rerore demonstrates that the torn; at diiL tmttalions allotted to 
interuai *>er\ice is ^i eater than caa almost in any urcumstances he 
spared for that suhjecl. 

Ltaltnlions. Eattalions. 


Fort Sti (»oorL''<' ‘-i 

Vc Hone 'Old t Initoon 1 

S.’rnn;'»])alarn 1 

Paiij;al'iro, n»'d«i.ore, 1 . 

M indidt'ooj;. Baii«riinit / 
Chsllledrooi^, . 

feua J 

]U*i!an\, (nunnnrnndah I 

(lootv, (iiMuhcoltali, -» . 

Siderat, <V<-. f * 

Cnnimnmrmd Cuddipab 1i 
Gdah 1 

bamiilc'illah., Coniii 

V'iz'i£jipatan», ^ -J 

C'huacole ^ -v 

ilulhal, \1.in{j;fi!orc,.K* ) . 

inaulubiul and ILouore \ 


Cannanone and Wyflard 1 

Tellicheiny, Calliciit, 7 j 

and Foljhautcherry J - 

Trirlntiopcdy j 

'ranjore, and Na^orc, j 

Dinihgnl. M»<{ura 
ralamroltah [ 

Fauhirrv l)F%*>ot?» I 

coltab, Caiiibntono > 
Masuilpatain and Kliore I 

(i:.ntraln» .^cka and T . 

Berhampuoi* ' J * 

fiatialloiis 3 9. 
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field, an* maintained in a 
state of consUint equip- 
ment for service, every ob- 
ject of ii(‘C(*ss{iry prepara* 
tion will be accomplished. 

V S. It may be useful io 
calculate llu* oxptaice of 
support in" the establish- 
ment of that state of 
e(|uipinent, on the sn[>- 
position tliat they are 
maintained by the public, 
p. '1 he Military Board 
in (>n(M)f their cah'ulations 
K-lativi* to s^cneral esta- 
blishments of tent .i^llow- 
ain e, as^unu‘d a principle, 
on the foundation of .ex:- 
ji' Tience, tiial alteruiitive 
years of peace and war 
would occur in this coun- 
try ; and they supposed 
that the whole of tlie na- 
tive cavalry, and two 
thuds of the native 
infantry wowld ho em- 
ployed on field service 
in the year of war, but 
that no field expenses 
wliateve.r wouhi be incur- 
red in tile year of peace. 

'J'liis prineipfe of alterna- 
tive years of peace, and 
war appears to be sulH- 
cn nt*y just to be applied 
to the present inquiry. I 
shall ^tltcrefore suppose 
that the whole of the 
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available force, viz. 
re"i/iie?its of cavalry and 
25 battalions of infantry, 
vith the six batlalions 
allotted to internal service 
are employed in the tieUl 
in the year of war; a force 
amounting very nearly to 
the proportion assigned 
by the Military Board to 
the year of war; and that 
the six battalions allotte*! 
to internal service aie also 
employed in tin* field lu 
the year of pcf-v-c. 

10. I Jiave pre|Kired a 
ctatejnent exhibiting the 
expence of inaintaiumg 
the camp equipage esta- 
blishment of tlio dispo- 
sable force in time of 
peace and war, and also 
a statement siunving the 
€»xpcnse of llie six batta- 
lions allotted to internal 
service, on the su|)position 
that they arc continually 
engagr<l in field move- 
ment. a. 

It js of course supposed 
that no expense* whati ver 
IS inruned fer the camp 
< qu)}):ige r blishment of 
the 18 liaiiaiions fixed 
ill posts and garrisons. 
By the srateinent No. 1, 
pifccil tiiat ihe ex- 
p* use of the dispONable 
lorr(» iu tv. o Vi ars on flic 
Mipjx^sition licit iib e&ta- 


Colonel Capper s Remark^ 


10. Sonic inncnuacief; 
in the .‘•ratcnicnt are 
jiuinted out, and a r orrcct 
statement is diavvn out on 
the pi’iiici|>k:^ laid (hmn 
by the Quarter fdaster 
(iem-ral. See the Appen- 
dix, No. 1, 
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bUsimients arc maintained 
by the public, and that 
the wliole of it has been 
in the field one year, does 
not equal the existing 
contract allowance for 
that period of time. 

By the stabmicnt No. 
Hy it is shewn that tin- 
♦•xpenei! of the six batta- 
lions supposed to b<‘ con- 
tinually in interna! siTvice, 
is also consi(l(‘rfil‘ly bt> 
low the ainoiint ailovvitl 
at piLstiU for thatiunnber 
of corps. 

If thcivlore the public 
should maintain the camp 
cquipa.^e cslalilishnients 
of that portion (if the na- 
tiv(i army which cun Ikj 
allotU’d to field service, 
tlie ibilowkig saving of 
(‘Xfiense would take place, 

iJitlerenre between the 
present contract allow- 
ance and the expenee <;f 
ni.'nnlammg the establish- 
numts ofeignt reyjnn'iits 


<>1 euvalry and tvvfuls -two 
battalions of inhuit.y m 
two \tai<, JP. F. C. 

o, 1 . j 

DilVereuoe betwe(?n the 
present contract allow- 
ance and the exp(mse of 
niaintaining the i ^labhsh- 
menu of six battalions m 


Colonel Capjm^s Ilemarli^ 


'rik* inacruracir-i in fbp 
statements No. 1, an»l 
render the abstraet.fonnd- 
ed on tlunn also incor- 
rect; the following is au 
ab«-tract from the corroi t- 
€"(1 Plalenients, 

Ditlerenci. heiwe'^ntlie 
present eon^»a( i alluwance 
and tlie expenee o** aiain- 
bnu'U’;' tile estaidiMmients 
(d*en>ht reL'inieiif^ of ea- 
v.iln and ^11 ha(talion'.4 
<.f h-.itiVi* infantry in two 
voars, as per stutenu nt. 
No. L l\ F. i\ 

< 41 i2. 

D 1 fference bet w('ei \ 
the presertt ccntiaet 
allowance and the ex- ^ 
peiiMi 6f maintaining 
tile c.-=tabh'^hmeiits of 
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two \'cars. Stalemr nt si\ battalion*^ in two yoar^- 
Xo. 2. asperStiitcinent No. 2. 

p^. F. i \ Ps. r. ( '. 

28 10. 70tJJ) ^22 2b 

Prescntcontracf aF Present ronlract allow - 

lowanoc for eighteen aurefor eigbt<'enbiiitalioiis 

battalions for two for two year^i.VideQnaiter 
years, PagoiL Master " Generafs stau- 

Il7,o0?- tne.nl Ps. 

Total savO P. F. 117,501 

ing iutwoV in? .^oiDS-’lD 

year^-. y twovears. ^ 

The result is foiiiKicd 'rius, ah hough fiie al»- 
on (lata more liberal than struct ‘ stateineni appiurs 
assumed by (he to contain all tin* ilein^ 
Alilitaiv Board. (jf* xpenso, is found to he 


Ps. 

117,501 
20,11)8 21 -I) 


i - 2 . 0 , ' 1)8 21 •)! 

t\\ ovears. \ * 

00 

One yen'. S 

'Phis, ah hough flic al»' 


Alilitaiy Board. (jf * xpenso, is found to he 

'j'he Board supposed n»at*iially defective, a^ 
uUertiate years of pea<'»* some nnneipal heads o( 
and war, and that all lire expense in the propo.-ed 
cavalry and two thirds plan are not included : and 
of the infantry should be ah hough the. ailowanee 
e mployed in the year of for these Which are m- 
war, but no troops in the eluded may appear libcia! 
year of jnace. I have at fii’at’ view^, the numc- 
al^so suppi-sed that aller- runs contingencies wlneir 
iiate ycais of* {icace and must ever att^end this ex- 
war will occur, that all pensive department, in 
the cavalry and 28 hat- the liainls of the j)«blic 
laltons of infantry will be wdb be found coiisider- 
einployed in the 5 ear of' ably to exceed any sav- 
W'ar^ and that sns liat- ings that might possibly 
talions ot infantry. %i II be an'se. ftom some of tho^o 
employed the alternate heads. It is‘ ascer- 
year of jicacfe; I ^*)5jrin sup- tnined that during tim 
pose that the Ottmp equi- campaigns agaiusl 4iie 
page establishmcnfclof the Mabi'atta confcderaiesainl 
foregoing force, are always against I ;ooiidiah, the 
,.«^utaiucd. Indeed the corp* whiLu 
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vlala which Iliaveas<?iinir<l 
are so im favourable to 
the public, that 1 am ]>er- 
suacied a niu<*b (greater 
saving would take place 
than what I have staled. 

I have calculated that 
fotir rej^ijuciits of (cavalry 
aud -evenleen battalions 
<»f in fan try shall be an- 
iiM'dIy «Tn|)loycd in* the 
Mt hi , but tlic preser^t 
a-pv'' ^ of hlians, all hough 
:♦ cannot justify a reduc- 
tion Di’our military force, 
on liic evtciit a:i<i •edi- 
. ivMuy of wliic.h our ex- 
(if t!jc cou'i- 
..u uKc of iran»]ui!iUy can 
liooii bo toundod, jet it 
iuiiionzes us to expect 
that a force equal to that 
\\luch I have stated will 
not be annually employed 
m the held for some length 
of time* Indeed the 
amount of. native force 
caij?ioj<ed on the DeLun 
during the last Miir agaiii-^l 
the Maratta coufederaU's, 
dul not exceed the pro* 
porhou which I have 
permanently assigned to 
:<imuat service in tiie licld. 

All the detailed data 
which I have ussumed in 
the atatemeuls are also 
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contract w<Te as well 
t(?nted as thob»i provided 
by government, whereas 
the expense of the latu^^r 
exceeded the contract al- 
lowance by an enormous 
proportion. 

The followingstate- 
meut of the expence 
incurred. on accoinil 
of camp equipaL’C 
the pull regimen' 
duringiheycais ISO.'b, 
and 3, will servu* 
to elucidate theubovo 
a>st i tion. 

rnrne cost of tent-* 

.sent to the pUli regi- 
ment from l>t Ja- 
nuary l80d,io3 L-'tDe- 
cember ISOo '73pi 2S 47 

Pay and batJ.a to 
the Lascais a taclied 
during that peri«.>J 

G 0 

Amount of car- 
riage {>aid by govern- 
ment for convejmg 
the lenU to the regi- 
ment, taken from 
average of two bills 

1713 0 37 

Pmpiirtion of the 
expense of the cattle 
attached to the regi- 
ment during tins pe- 
riod 8823 5 75 


^ T^e «ame vrith eight reghiients of cavalry an<l twenty-two 
DattaliuiK fjf' infnnlry ^jiiptoycd e\ery altcinute year; atut fix 
barlalious every ^eir, 
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iinuivDiml>W* to the pub- 
lic. I h’tUr calculattvl 
that a ('ornpleto of 

tents will hev xp< mU' <\ each 
yt-ar ; but it is proljnbjf*, 
that a Pel of tints will last 
two or three years in 
pearc, the «’Xp«-nse of 
p^raiii aiul forajic is aUo 
jrnater in the rlatonunt 
than IS Wiinanttd by the 
ordinary f)rices of tlioH‘ 
artieles. 1 have snp[>ose(l 
in the statement .\o, ’2, 
that the six battalions 
a I lolled to mternal ser- 
vice are always siippluMl 
with bollocks; hot rea- 
sons for conclndincj tiiat 
this amount of tore e will 
not be annually em[)Ioved 
in mternal sirviM', and 
theM'U-.e lliiil a eoMsjder- 
ab!e p«»i li.'ij <•!' t h(;se bul- 
locks V. i’i : t b(‘ iiKijii- 
tanud. 'Ti.' wlioie of 
tin' st?iien\('!i s are lie're- 
fore. <.(.msrrueud upti::- 
data so e>:t":isivt and 
liberal that ! have nor ju- 
el 'll led (In* sums proper 
to be frrantt'd to naiivu 
corps for hnttinj?, or 
chanpins: their^ stations, 
'rije table Xo. 3, shows 
tin; sum necessary to be 
allowed for tliat purpose, 
and on the supposition 
that iiflec'ii reliefs ot < orp^ 
sfeall aannally tak(* place, 
ail expense of pi>jy pa^od. 


Colonel Capper's R.markr,. 

Total, indepetidon* 
of tlui prime cost of 
catllti 2I,MS4 4J 10 

Amoiuit of con- 
tract allowance, cab 
cuiatcf! ou the pro- 
portion allow* d to .1 
battalion of native in- 
fantry at 4oO jia^o- 
das per nionfb, tlic 
strength boin^ 18()S ; 
ainoiiiit of aI>ovf 

0 0 

Dillerenee in tlir* e 
years’ bcin^ the ac- 
tual cost beyond tin.* 
lato of font I act 

;)081 41 ll> 


As per ann. l(>f> 1 4! 

Above at 10! ptrann. 

Henco it afipeurs th ;0 
instead of dediu tine: from 
tlu* expern’os at whicli tht 
I er- Master (ieiH'r;-; 
h:;s f'Ctimated the pro* 
pose<l evsteniv a vnry (’c>n- 
s i d e I'id) I e a 1 lo \va nc-e s houi • 
>n' inatle, aft(r insertiny 
every apparent Inad o: 
expense. 

Upon this [H iiieiple thr. 
addition ofo ja r eenf. V. 
tiie expense, (this is a 
very inoderaio calculatioi! 
for eontin^reneies) »he in- 
sertion of tin- <‘xpenc^ 4i\ 
huttiny, whieh cannpbt 
upon any fair pi tnotpte be 
left utf, it will product: 
the following result. > 
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Colond il/irw- 
prupiibed Phn. 

ISfanams will be inciir- 
ivil oil that, account. But 
it is :)robal>le that this 
‘‘X’pcnso will be mure 
than haiained by flu* dil- 
ibroncc between tiie ex- 
j)cnse cxhihiied in the 
si'in^nuMit.aud thc^se which 
ill ;u tuaiiy occur. I have 
jujt titliv'r calculated the 
(ir.-t cost of tli»i carriage 
bullocks; lh(' once oi the 
minibt r rcgisu-rctl lor the 
«i.>-pf».-alilc coi()s, will 
to I p:igodas, 
v'hjcli must he deducted 
i’iOin tiu'iirst year’-s'^ei vuj^*- 
if ttie foregoing plan 
ohouiti bo adoj)l<;d, olii- 
ce*s comiiKmojng corps 
Uill be relieved Tioni a 
charge vviaich is certainly 
adveu'se, in its present cir- 
cumstances, to the first 
principles of public jie- 
c.ulation* By n aintaining 
:iK“ cattle in Uie pubhc 
'vrrvicc, the olficiency of 
the carriage of the camp 
tquipagc of that part of 
the native an ny likely to 
ho eni[doyeii m the iieid 
w ill be insured, 

d'hc difjercnce in regard 
to sticugth, and the capu- 
bihly of enduring ialiour, 
between cattle regularly 
fed, trained, and attended, 
andi those hired for the 
is very gi*cat. 

The superiority of the 


Colonel Cappei\ Rcmorls 

Amount of ex- 
pense as per l\o. 1. 

Ts, l\ C. 
IT J.:3C5 0 (is 
Add o per cent. 87 1 8 

'ro‘iil ex-^ 

pen.\-e ni> 183,083 0 OS 
iwoyeais J 

i’uiitiart for allow- 
ance for eigiit regi- 
menlb oi’ cavalry and 
!>aU:dioii'5 of mfan- 
iry, ti\ o years 

)7r>,3ii0 0 

Dencicncy oi'eon- 
liact allowance m ‘2 
years 37( 3 0 GS 

ApMU, 

A moil n I of ex- 
pieiiscs, as per j-raic- 
inent iSi;. 2 C? >77 !o jl 
Add 3 p. cent. I3.j O (> 


2SM) 13 ol 
Contract allow a»‘C*.‘ 
for, light battalions 
for one star 3n>i fy 0 
h^x< cs'H of cuutiact 
for one Lattrilion 

*]:)3 !i?fi Vi' 
Excess of ditto, 
for sijS battalion‘s, c n* 
year . -7 21 32 l-l 


Ur two vears 

i;U3 28 

riomllie^ediitathe 
general d.aiaw lilnLuiid. ^ 



Luuffnant Mun* 

to' s pyopf'^ed i^lath 

prpM'nt Kaikliaiuiah ov’< r 
tiaosc furnicr’.y mplo.ycd in 
the t.ran«p('riation of om* 
o u I n a nc e, rrs » 1 1 ts I’n ui i this 
rans(‘. lieing j)rnp(»rly 
fe<i jukI t]ai:K‘<i, the Kark- 
hnniiali bullocks are capa- 
l)l<‘ of coritinnofl labour 
for a length of tinit**; hut 
rhe <'onuiio[i bul jocks lur- 
fd tor the niovenunt of 
file on I nance fail in <ho 
<‘Oiirse of a few niarclies: 
t he elTh rency of hnllocks 
ilepcMifls also in a gieut. 
Hogn‘(' on the attention 
and (’HMi of their attend- 
ants. In tins respect a Uo, 
a very gieat hiue tit will 
ensuefroni maintaining the 
bullocks in tin* innnediatti 
service of tlie puhiic, for 
their drivers is mg con- 
stantly paid and supported 
like those of the Kark- 
littnuah e'-tablidunent will 
he Millii lent]} assured <•{ 
*he pennaneiioy and ad- 
vantage of their siiuaiiou, 
to adhere with .nloiity to 
ihe seivic<*. "I’iiost ob- 
vervat ions apply with force 
tollu^ carriage ofthecanip 
fMjnipage ui the army. 

Ir to be apprehended 
:h. t the cattle nu.intained 
by oftieers commanding 
corps ar" tlie coimnon 
bulU'cks of tie- 
||lunirys and that a tew 
marches wcufl rtndtr 


Coloue! Capppys tieinuyh<. 

thus :Mxces.'» of the presen!: 
roinraet above the pio- 
posed ex penscoftnai gain- 
ing the establndiriMui^ of 
SIX battalions nativii in- 
fantry in two years, iw pi r 
rc^rreeiion of statenunt 
No. ‘J. ,) 1 i;{ ^28 ^ 2 S 

I'ri'^i’Ut eoiihael .lU 
lowaner Id;- *' i bat- 

1 allot. s for 1 \v<' ye;o-’ 

117,^01 

dhitnl V2-2.?nr ‘iS 
l>idinct delieien* y 
of e<n:n*a(‘t ns foi' roi- 
rcei.oij of staiernent 
No. l. :^7o:j 0 (is 

Net I saving 
in “2 ve.iis 

119,1 Si -7 l(‘ 
Or in one year. 

.'if),532 13 (iO 
Dedin't the propo- 
sed ( xpenseof hni- 
t«iig fa u of barrtn Ks 

!i.) 2 p 1*2 (» 

Actnal saviinr 

o(),33;5 I fit) 
If the first cost <»f bul- 
loiks be considerrd n’^i 
pan of tile necessary e\- 
penseof the propo';c<lp!an, 
il sh(.M!d cerlamly he iin 
clutletl : if is liowover 
already sn lliciently prov- 
ed, thai the gentaal prin- 
ciple adopted 111 the ort** 
ginal calculation i> mate* 
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Lieufrjiant Coinvel Man^ 
To's pwpu^td Pi an. 

tlieiii nui'ii for service, 
('luod drivers are seldom 
found witli inred bullocks, 
nnd in tins respect it is 
probable that the earrinue 
for the carup equipage of 
ibc army at present is not 
m the most efi\cient state. 

A ijcneral war, should 
it O'. cur, may plate the 
arniv in a siliiation that 
w’f iiM tot:ill\ disable 
'■(uiiiaiirnim;; oliiceis lioiii 
rc;-equ'.)j)uuf their ct>i;.s 
witli cs'iiq) etjujpage and 

c.riiiye, 'i'he urti'nary 
SI ill CCS supply may 

bt-' .iiK viiilalile or exhausl- 
cd,; the coumnmicalionsol 

lilt' ariiiv may int^r- 
( t I'ttd ; autl oliictrs eom- 
nx'udmg coips, cannot 
{ ''Sess saibcieat know- 
it-tliie of the plans or pro- 
bub;.: events of the war, 
or id* the march of the 
(f'uvoys to the army, It) 
effectual measuixs 
if>r the procuring supplies 
ol t'v'iits and carriage, 
'i'ln arrangements for tlio 
Kjuil'pmg corps, must be 
fcuirhd on t!ie general 
{;r'm iple,s\\ hi«’b apply to 
ilu* other great depart- 
jiicuts of the army. 

'I'iie commander in 
cdiief nnisl adopt previ- 
ous measures for securing 
regular supplies of camps 


Colon ft C^'^ppers Rmarks. 

riaily defective: it pro- 
fesses to exhibit the 
nreatctt expense, whereas 
it caimut he said even to 
include ail those which 
are known to exist; every 
ollicer of experience who 
has attempted caicuiation 
on this subject, has ad- 
mitted the impossibility 
of bringing wi*hm the 
t*omt>ass of an account, 
t!ie variety of losses that 
arise m any extensive dt- 
purtment like this from 
tiie carelessness or the 
iibii&e of the numerous 
P«.rsons who must be etp- 
pU.jui, and over whom 
it «s muialiy impossible 
to establisii any cilicient 
check. 

'Jo tins cause it is 
owing th:it the equipage 
of separate corps is kept 
up in all circumstances by 
commanding oiVicers at 
an expense considerably 
h'ps than it would cost 
the public. 'I’lie depart- 
ment being limited, is 
w If bin the snperintend- 
auce of an individual; and 
it is obvious to the ex* 
periencQ of all “ tliat ib- 
“ dividnals in the ma- 
** nagement ot their own 
“ concerns, will generdlly 
“ apply the full extent 

of tlieir resources to 



Lmiientiiit Cohial Mun^ 
ro^s propos'd Vlnn^ 

equipogo for th<' iisf^ of 
the troops, aufl hrin^iug 
thorn forward to the nra- 
from wliioh the 
r<?sourres for ilie anoy aro 
most likely to bod.jawii. — 

iTi r ' r rs o m m f i n f ii n g 

^or[)s, might as woU hold 
onlracts for the .^nnplv- 
ji.g tljeir on pt‘ wiMr siit>- 
;s«steiiee ]\\ tho 'rehl as 
wth camj) c(juip.i;;e and 
carriage. 

If t.hsvS existing sysf -jn 
^liould beaboli&hed, a [nir- 
ticidar oHh'e Nhoiild he 
made res]><)iisil)le for ih<‘ 
efdeieni management ot’ 
Hkj new one. — \nd the 
gjoal cxprn.-^eb atalod u> 
have been frrrm dy ineur- 
red on a(*<<)fmi, of the 
camp t‘(|ni))ag<', must be 
ascribed to tin. want of a 
system of strict and vigi- 
lant MiperintCMclance. 1 he 
regulations of the servn e 
have long vrsi^lrd the Quai - 
ter-Mastcrduinciars of- 
with the and 

ruperintcmlence of camp 
equipage ; but those regu- 
lations, from the systema- 
tic inelliciency oftbstt of- 
iice, which prevailed lUmii 
lately, and from sefyi^ral 
crrcumstauces tjiat' op- 
posed their proper execu- 
tio»j were for a length of 
tiilfiO' tiMgSlitory and inef- 


Colonel Capper s Hemarks, 

** their ostensible olijert, 
and derive advantage 
“ from sni»enntendiug ui 
perboii, what the state 
“* is compelled to entrust 
to the mauagenieiiL of 
“ others.” 

d’he arcfumcnts ad- 
duced pgamsi the quality 
of I he cattle einph^ ■ d by 
cor.ii*ianlj\ig ollicits in 
their co.it i act:, laken al»- 
stiacledly, apptar .inst, 
and might l>c liei nied 
wmtliy of some cons»*io»'- 
ation, did not the expen- 
ence ol pmre than si i 
^fca>s [irovc incontrstiblj’, 
limt tliey are. anjuunded /// 
/he/, most of the nativ'* 
corps *‘mployed 
l>oondl*ih, were provided 
by contiact, and all widi 
(h'ucral Wellesley in tin- 
Mahratfa country ; it us 
bflmvcd that tliose cam- 
pti gns ii< severe as any 
in which the Madras arm;’ 
ever were, or «n'e.r will Ixt 
cniployetl, and those olVi- 
cors wlio have accompa- 
nied the army on every 
service, since the ynxr 
1760, uniformly a.-sert 
that the nalire corps were, 
on those occasions l)eltcr 
coveied than on any for- 
mer occasion. — in short, 
tile experienceof the three 
last wars has proved, tlfcat 
all the resources of the 
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lAeuteiiaut Colonel iHi/K- 
ro^s proposed Plan. 

Tlie Military Board as* 
siinied a constraint over 
tins department ; but that 
Board, from the nature of 
its constitution, is not cal- 
culated to enter into the 
active management of a 
<lcparcineut. involving de- 
tails connected with the 
di>trib»ition and rnove- 
in( nts of the troops. Tlie 
Quarter-Master Cieneral’s 
ofiice should he made re- 
sponsible in the strictest 
manner for the effu ient 
conduct of this di-r^art- 
ment. 

Bein^^ the channel I'or 
issuing orders for the 
movement of troops, Ihal 
odivjcr will be btst able 
to regulate the proper dis- 
tribution of camp equi- 
jiage, with a view to the 
wants of the troops and 
t'ne exigencies of the ser- 
vi(*e. 

In carrying tiio r»cw 
systetn into execution, 
tiie bullocks for the con- 
veyance of camp c qui page, 
should be attached to the 
K ark h anna establishment. 
A Karkhamiah consisting 
of seventy carriage bul- 
locks for the conveyaiice 
of camp cqiii|>age and re- 
gimental stores, and twen- 
ty-four di*aught bullocks, 
for the movement of the 
sick, according to a plan. 


Colonel Cappn\s liema/ks. 

public have been inade- 
quate to pcrfoim in this 
way what individuals have 
umfurnil\ done with ad- 
vantage to (he service^ and 
in many casts, with bcnc- 
lit to themselves. 

Upon what grounds 
then, can the roginnents 
of the Q li alter- Master 
General bcsuppi rtt-d-' 
any instance cx t urr» .1, in 
which the inclViC'^ncy 
the present lias 

been proved ? d u o i , 1 1 1 < > 
concurring tesinuony oi 
all those wdio jujsh-ess 
practical km>w!.\l';c on 
this subject, inu>i be con- 
clusive. 

The remarks that have 
been made, ivtor clnody 
to the qiustion of the re- 
lative elficicncy of t lie pre- 
sent and proyioseti system * 
amt if matters of l*u. t, and 
opinions drawn fj/)m ex^ 
tensive c.xpci ici;ce be 
xnitted topro<!nre a moic 
satisfactoiy ground ot h^-. 
lief than the spcculat.oic^. 
of pure theory, it will b*- 
evident that on tlx* scoc'. 
of tffieiencj/, the prc-oni ia 
preferable to any one, by 
which the details of the 
carnp tquip gc may be 
conducted on account of 
govi'rnment. 

I'he Quarter MsiftterOfS- 
ncral’s plan, howev^r,piri> 
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Lieutenaui Colonel Mnn- 

ro*s propoied Plan. Colonel Copperas Rtmark^ 

which will here«iftor be mists a savjnsj to fjovrni- 
pfivtn in, may be attached rnent and this; althonirh 
to each battalion of the at the piobaWo expense of 
disposable force. the efficiency of the na- 

'I’lie rtsuU of the fore- five army; may, under 
going observations is so existinir circumstances, l)e 
dillerent from the plan deemed tdi‘;iblr, nay, per- 
proposed by the Military liaps req'nsit4‘! if may 
Board, in their letter to therefore be of nn porta nee 
(lovornmcnl of the 18th that a plan should hv png- 
January, 1802,* on which gested, from winch tijr 
tlie existing sjsteiu is good etfect piomisc d, may 
founded, that it was no- bo piodm ed wlr.ie the 
eessary to examine the dange rs to Ijo appirhended 
data employed in propar- from that now under dis- 
ing that plan. — eussion, may be avoided. 

* Some of the <1cta'dc«1 d'lln, ot* which *h»‘ Mihfiir> tJoard, *u\ 
tbeir report to (fo^cinnient ofliie IPth of Janiriry 1802, foiiruled 
their recornin< ndation for the introdiicfum of the present system 
of provfdin<f and cairuiij*; the wnip-equipa^c of the native army 
by contract, appear to be entirely erroneous. The Board calcu- 
late the expencea of the former plan of providing and carrving thrt 
camfi-equip.igc of llie army, directly f»y the public, and llu-n 
compare the amount of those cxpcnces vrilh the amount 
of the proposed conlracl allowance* The firtl item of the 
ex pen res ot the former plan, is /5f9,SI5 ragoilas, S!5 Fanams, 
fit) Cash, statt.i to be the pay andbatta for one vear of Ihr* 
lascars. enii *oyed with the camn-c quipagc, &.c. &c. of the 
men j but the nay and balta, and tnc establishment of tent Las 
Ci.ts, required for the whole of the army , which waii maintained 
at the dale of the Board’s report, amount for one year, to 38,13 1 
p<'3goda<>, only, on the supposition that the whole of (lie army vias 
in the field during that year, that all Ilnropeaii regiments 
were complete to their full cstablUbilicnt. The cost and r^mir of 
tents for the men fur one year, stated iu the Military Board’s re- 
port at pagiidas ^($,5*21 43 7> but It c expense ot supplying the whole 
army, at the period of 'tbe Board s report, with acoirpleb sett 
of camp equipage^ aquaotity almost sufficient for the serxice of 
one year of war, amounu only to pagodas 40, 7G4 92 1. But, if 
is impossible that the whole army pbould ba e been in the 'field 
the }car, a-stniraed by the Military Board, a ^rfam 

f Vtion of the army mb^' haVo bben statiom d in garrlsptiit fiuKnf 
tf year; aud tl is supposed IL* t one third of it was sthHoftdry. 
pait ol tne expcncts which I have assigned to Lascars aud 
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Lteitfenahf Colonel Mun^ 

praposiAl Ptaiu Colonel Caipcr^Eemarh, 


It ippcais tint the 
grounds 'i«'5nime<l by the 
Militaiy Bo ml ijc rather 
inconclusive, { be Boaid 
make a ( ak ulattou ot all 
the cxpintes connected 
with the camp equipagt, 
liariacks, and cannge of 
legiincntal blort'i ot the 
native army, toi oneycdi, 
ISOO, and cousidci thobO 


A moddici<ion of the 
pioportions of the whole 
cvpoibp. Kvch elephant 
costs 28 pagodab pci 
month, 1 1 ' h (iincl, 4 pi- 
godd-i,12 hn tins '^nd ( u U 
bullock, pagodas 1 3J 10, 
that tlic completion of 
this estabiishment ac- 
cording to the Quaitci- 
Maslci-Gcnciars pi m. 


rump equipage, during tlie year asjumed by the Mihtiry Board, 
inuHt accordingly be deducted from the arooimt of Ibo^c exp iue» 
The following stiteiuents will exhibit the diftereiicc between the 
ralculitiuns of the Hoird and those which 1 hate made ~ CalcuU* 
tioD of the Alilitaiy Board * • 

Pag F C 


Pay ind b iff i to Lascais employed with the 1 0315 

camp cqtiipige ot the imn, J ^ 

Cost of tents expended • - 45 250 

Repair uf teuti • • 21271 


60 


0 

43 


lot'll 12,5ST> yi 67 


CtWl tATlOW 

pay and bat||L for one year of the Lsscirs rtgis* 
ferod for the complete equipment of the whole 
arm) , mamtaiuetf at the date of tbi Board s 
Report - - , 

Fxptnsi ot a complete sett of equipage for th< 1 
whole arin)> mainUiiKd at the penod ot the ^ 
Board’s Report 

DeiUirt one third on account gf troops fixed in\ 
garrisons - - / 


y 38,132 0 a 


40,76t 

29 

1 

7Si>90 

i9 

1 

26,29 b 

37 

53 

6? 5<»7 

3» 

2S 

73 2jS 

31 

39 


Difference of etpeiue 

The Hyderabad suhiMian force Is dedifcl lU ,|VH» ••■■V 
tien, op lent allowance m I800, md their tent alloyr 

itieln^ m tne jlldi^ry board’s takulalioii, a 
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ro's proimcd Plan. Colonel Capper*s Remarks. 


expeucos to aftbrd data 
siiHirii'ntly autheiilic to 
j- of the expediency 
of establislinn’: the con- 
tiiict. 

The r\jH'iK‘c« of the 
year ISCK^ are estimated 
111 -i-iSjHS? pagodas, the 
amoimt of the tent con- 
traiit force, the forcemain- 
tamed when it was esta- 
blished, was215,l'’20 pa- 
godas, and theBoartl tlierc- 
Ibre calculated that it 
would be permanently ad- 
vantageous to the public. 

The Board furlfler sta- 
toil, that the year IbOO 
had been more expensive 
than the years which im- 
mediately preceded and 
followed it. 'I'he Board 
did not explain the 
grounds on w hicii the con- 
tract allowances were cal- 
culated.— 

But the yoatT 1800, was 
peculiarly expensive in. 
vegartl to camp equipage, 
it wa^ the year following 
that, in winch the con- 
cjLicst of Mysore was cf- 
iecUnl, a considerable 
inimbt‘r of our troop’s were 
on a field establishment, 
'rhe expedUiob’ /^gainst 
Dooudtah took 'j^ace hi 
that year, and larec de- 
, were employed 

service, in almost 


will produce^ an encreasi 
of expense, exclusive of 
the prime cost of the ele- 
phants and camels equal 
to pagodas * 25,4-28 per 
annum; making the whole 
expense of that esta- 
blishment amount to the 
enormous sum of pa- 
godas 190,524 per an- 
num. 

1 am not aw^are that 
any considerable deduc- 
tion can be made on ac- 
count of work performed 
by, the cattle of that esta- 
blishment; by a minute 
of the Quartcr-Master-Ge- 
nerafs, dated the 2d in- 
stant, it would appear 
that the company w ould 
lose by employing their 
own bullocks in aid of their 
other resources towards 
repairing the mutilated 
forUHcations of Fort St. 
George. However extra- 
ordinary this result may 
appear, it operates as 
proth', that during peace, 
these animals are ne?irly 
useless, and it seems there- 
fore doubtful, whether 
any arguments can prove 
the utility of continuing 
{tiuring peace) an esta- 
blishment go expensiyd;; 
however the decided 
vantages derived to the 
public service, firolii the 
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ro^s pfvpos^d PlatL 

every part of our territo- 
ries. 'riie expellees of 
1800, canuot therefore be 
received as a just standard 
for rstimating,the expell- 
ees to be incurred in 
future, on account of these 
establishments, and yet 
this was the only stand- 
ard afforded by tlie 
Board. — 

'I'he subject of tent al- 
lowance has undergone 
repeated discussions un- 
der this presidency — the 
introduction ofthatailpw- 
ance was proposed in 
by General Mus- 
grave. In a minute which 
lie recorded, at the Mili- 
tary Board, he endeavour- 
ed to i)rove,tha.t this mea- 
sure would be equally 
advantageous on the 
grounds of eiQcieucy ^ 
economy. His argumeRtS 
were opposed by Colonel 
Capper, cgntrouler of pub- 
lic accounts. 

This officer proved by 
calculations, that the esta- 
blishment of tent allow- 
ance wpuld bi? extremely 
expensive, aiwl be offered 
sevei'al arguments to shew, 
that it would not contri- 
bute to / the efficieiiqy of 
thbf^!:cny in a state of war. 
C^lopel Cappe.rcqateiided, 


Colonel Cappers llemtvk^ 

cattle of this establish- 
ment during war, may 
appear a sufficient motive 
tor incurring a mcKlcrate 
expense in order to pre- 
serve them. 'I'he esta- 
blishment at present 
greatly exceeds what it 
was at the period when 
General Stuart command- 
ed the army assemhU-d m 
the Ceda districts, an*! 
when General Wellesley 
%vas in advance with a 
large division of the foree,^ 
the movement of w'hicli 
afforded incontrovertible 
proof that his depart- 
ments were not defective; 
the number of cattle in 
the establishment at that 
time, was 73 elephants, 
34 camels, 4080 bullocks, 
and of this number about 
1500 draught bullocks 
were with General Wel- 
lesley’s division. 

There is ivason there- 
fore to doubt the iiocessity 

of increasing thiscstahh.sh- 
ment to the extent men- 
tioned, as the estabI!^il- 
ment by the Quarter- 
MasteivGeneral, in Id-s 
the Jo’ih Ja- 
nuary,*. On contrary it 
may app* ar expedient to 
reduce this, extravagant 
and now useless eafetblish- 
mept withiu such ^ limit 



JJciitena>tt ('alonel Jl/w/i- 
^ t()S projxK^ed Plan, 

by Oenei al M uscrrave wore 
a(lnutU'<i, tlieir ii)cvitabie 
con^t^qnonce would l>e an 
inerease of our military 
ostablisliuK-nls, to an ex- 
tent that woiil<l render the 
po<isession of India a loss, 
ralfior I bar., an a<l vantage 
to the British empire. 
Colonel Capper so 
niueh impressed with tins 
soritinioiit, that he main- 
tained, we could not, in 
disoussini? (piestjons of 
j^tiiis nature, allbnl to cal- 
culate npoii more than 
two years of war in ten 
yeai^; a greater pro[)or- 
tion (d’ w ar to pe;u*e wonhl 
invohe evponees fatal to 
»ho pi()sp(*iity uf tin* em- 
pire', In this respect, 
( ’olonol (’apperV opim<n»s 
ha”e lH‘en conf radicte<l by 
experience: but his calcu- 
lations were con^nltMod to 
be surticu'nry coirect, to 
rcnrlor the . i^tablislnnent 
of ti'nt rdlowaneo iiiexjio- 
iln nt. At the period of 
the f ''lablishineijt of the 
existing system, no per- 
son entertained more eon- 
fident i xpeciations than 
iTiysfdf, of the benefits 
that would be derived 
to the service from its 
adaption. I confess, that 
opinions have uinler- 
considerable 


Colonel Capped $ Remarks, 

as may render the pros- 
pect of their future ser- 
vices in some degree 
proj)ortionatc to their pre- 
sent expeneV^. 

'I'he cattle that are to 
be procured for hire, arc 
in general found to be 
adequate to every purpose 
of an army, except for 
Ordnance, tieasure tum- 
brils, and arra<lv carN. 
A pro|)oition ol' llic Kark- 
Iiannati bullocks should 
therefore b'* lolained for 
eveutnal v(*nie(', and un- 
der the present aspect of 
afVaii's, ^2000 are as many 
as can be rcasonal)ly re- 
quired, and this number 
will buflicc for the ord- 
nance, &c. of an army of 
i'i,000 men. 

The number of tents 
requisite for the whole 
European establishments, 
amount to about lloO bul- 
loi k loads. But as there 
is scaiccly a possibility 
that the who'ecati require 
<*anip cqnipa',"e at the 
?»aine time; the cxpence. 
of kcctping Up H complete 
^establishment may justly 
be (lecniexl unnecessary. 

Indeed, a complete 
equipment for tvvo-lhirds 
ofthe European troops 
iway at prest n’; be consi« 
dered a large proportion , 
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ro's pvojmed Plan. Colonel Copperas Remarks. 


change. I am persuachxl, 
that all cstahlishments lor 
the supply, accoinmotJa- 
tion, and movement ut’the 
troops, shoiildl be ihrnish- 
rd and inaintaioecl directly 
by the puhlh’. 

'The subject of t(nt 
allowance for officers, in- 
volves in it a greaUr 
variety of considerations, 
and without going into a 
detailed examination of 
tliat question, I judge 
it sufficient to stat(^ my 
opinion, that it will be 
expedient to continue that 
allowance. I’lie expence 
of building ((uarters for 
♦ dficers, and su[)pl}ing 
tiicm with camp equipage 
ami carriage, wouUl pro- 
bably equal the present 
amount of tliei r tent allow- 
ance. (Signed) 

J. MUNRO. 

Quartc'i-iM viator General 
of the Ainiy. 

'aujftrr-Ma'-ter-Gcneial'a Office, 
I'OJbJmir, 1S(»7, 


Fdo|)hants although supe- 
rior to camels, for the 
carriage of tent;?, are so 
imudi more expensive in 
proportion to their ability, 
that it IS doubtful whether 
the superior expeucc is 
e<iualled by the adva'utage; 
the cost of keeping an 
elephant, exceeds that of 
keei)ing a camel in the 
proportion of nearly flat, 
whereas the load of an 
el(‘phaiit, docs not exceed 
that ofa camel in a higher 
proportion than o to 2. 

Seventy elephants, in ' 
addition to the l*21 camels 
now on the establishment, 
will afford ample carriage 
for 7o7 tents, or two- 
thirds of the number 
rcqairo<l foi the hhiropeau 
troofis of the establisli- 
ineut ; and the sale of the 
sunerfliioiis cattle, sup- 
p<;sing them to be dispos- 
ed of at ()0 per cent, loss, 
will fetch the sum of pa- 
godas 10,810, if e. 3<J 
elephants, value 300 
rupci s, at 120 pago^ 
das each 46'80 

4*100 bullocks, value 

7qitl-l8 6160 

r ' , 


10,840 


Tottl estima(f;di 
prodiici; of J>ale . 

A proportionate, redpc* 
tiou in the tept La^r» 
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should also be made ; 175 
JLascars will be fully ade- 
quate to the care of the 
tents during peace, and to 
furnish details for any 
troops that may be order- 
ed to marcli ; the reduc- 
tion in this department, 
may be estimated thus : — 
The number of tent Las- 
cars now in the service is, 
OSyrangs, 8 Istl’indals, 
second Tiudals, a ml 
341 Lascars. 

The amount^ Ps. F. 
pay pf tliis es->S409 0 
tablishmcnt is j 
The annual pay of 
175 Lascars, with 
the due propor- 
tion of Syrangs 
audTindals, is 4"2*24 12 


Saving 4184 3}) 
Should' tTiis arrangt*- 
ment be adopted, the fol- 
lowing saving will be 
produced. 

Present expence 
of the Karkaua 
establishment 175,09(> 

Permanently hir- 
ed cattle kept up 
at IJ^^derabad, al- 
though the cattle 
of government 
arc fully dispose- 
able 1931 

I’otal present ex- 
pense of the Kar- 
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kanah and hired 
cattle establish- 
ments 177027 

Establishments propos- 
ed in lii‘u of the above. 

Pr.Mo, J*r.An. 

70 elephants p 

at 28 pre^cnt > I960 23.320 

rate 3 

124 camels, > 

at 4, 12. j 6318 

2000 bullocks 
at 2 pagodas 
each, allowing 
12 fanams ad- 
ditional oil ac- 
count of cm- 
plo) ment at 
Hyderabad & 
other stations 400& 48,000 


Total oxjiencecf 
propos d plan 77,80*8 
Amountof annu- 
al saving from 
Karkanah esta- 
blishment 99,157 

Amount of annu- 
al savin Ironi 
the re<hic(ion of 
the Lascar esta- 
blishment 4,181 

Amount of annu- 
al saving fiomtho 
proposed modifi- 
cation of tent al- 
lowance 60,828 

Total actual sav- 
ing to be j>rod ne- 
ed^ without im« 
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parij)g the rfiit i- 
eiuy of any of 
tlir Hepartnieni 
;ind \vi<ho»it al- 
Ju \ ini; the exist- 
iiii*: of tilt' 

service 

'^i'o whit’ll arhl, 
the rucoiint o ris- 
ing from thf' sale 
4>f biipL'iiluous 

cattle 10,SH) 


'I’ot.'i! ainonnS oi' 
savnij wjllnii the 
l5*l3’ear 

'Phi^ tli.sciiss’ion of the 
ecpiipiiu ul of tht* l liiro- 
|)<’5iu f<^rct.» ij 11 tu rally iii- 
liucos the con^nU‘rat .on ol 
tilt: corjts, an esra* 

biibhnieiii unknown dur- 
ing the period of war and 
thilleulry, i\ liich had on 
the 31st of December last, 
cost the company 77,'3yo 
pagodas, and whicli is 
now maintained at tiie 
monthly expenco of pago- 
das 34 1, 3*24; or at Ki- 
gotlas 40,986 per annum, 
without any return what- 
soever, except the trifliiig 
saving, by employing the 
bearers in the barrack de* 
partrnent, and with the 
cavalry regiments. 

That a corps of this de- 
scription may he eminent- 
ly usctul in war time, 
4 
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^raniiot be dl.-puted, and 
d' maintained to a very 
Inniteil extent durin;; 
peace, the means of quick- 
iy extendinj]^ it duriji^ 
emere,en(y will exist, 
wliile the {Krinanent ex- 
pellee may Ijc rendered 
inconsSiderable, by a pro- 
per distribution of the 
bearers to stations, when 
persons of tins d( seription 
must otherwise be perma- 
nently liiied, and by their 
employment as ean*iersi>f 
military sious or as i.iu- 
cars, m chaise (d‘ lents. 

"i'he saviiiL, w!i'(h, on 
the pH'seiit plan arises 
from t heir einployn ent in 
oanyiny eadelrt to Ondila- 
iore, or with numienis 
marching iVoiii slation to 
.'•tation, bears uu j,i<'por- 
rion lo the vxpt iKeol llio 
instil uuon : and in o:* er 
to render Uiis toipsunob- 
jeciionable. it shouid he 
reducerl wirhiu sueb a 
iiinit as may atlord a due 
proportion between tlie 
present expenee, and the 
jirospeclof luture serviet 
II is presumed, that 
CjUO Dooley beaieis, ;uc 
us many as can reasonuiily 
be nquiied diinn^ [Jtace, 
and tlie total ex pence ot 
that number would be 
f' 7,600 pagodas per an- 
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nuni. TIk* saving:, there- 
fore, by the modification 
of this eslahiishniciit. 
would be as follows : 

Pagotias, 

Present annual 
cxpence *10,^50 

I'xpenec of tho^ 

proposed cs-^' 17,..)(K> 

lablishment, S 


Amount of an-^ 

mial savings 23,tSl 
on ditto. } 

Which added <o i 

that l>clbn‘> 17-3,01 1 
notuj'd ^ 


rroducos a to- J 
lal ‘-.aviijg of> 19‘S.}f}7 
pagodas ) 
i.rst il should be iina 
gined, that the rcdiicLioii 
proposed in this memo- 
randum, will operate to 
impair the general efiiej- 
ciicy of tlic departmenls, 
which have been alluded 
to, il may be propi r to 
exhibit under tint diiferont 
iiehds of view, tht^ j:*. ne- 
ral clVecl of the proposed 
jdau of reform. 

1st, Camp tj(|uipag<M ( 
the nativ(‘ force. 

The proposed mod ifiea- ' 
lion of this hrancli docs 
not alter the state of 
equipment: the whole of 
that force will be at all 
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limes in readiness for im- 
mediate .s( rvice, while a 
saving of more than one- 
third is produced to the 
j)ijblic, durinijr pcace^ and 
the addition lo the alltnv- 
ance which is propo^^od 
during tlio war; reniovts 
the only ohjtyjlionahle 
part of the present system^ 
in regard lo effiLicncy, 
view'ed generally. 

tid. Camp equipage and 
Lascars fur the equipment 
of tlic iMiropean force. 

The proposed nioihh- 
cation of this brunch, pic- 
serves a pcril'ct equipment 
for two-thirds of the Mu- 
lopean forces at the short- 
est notice*; under present 
circumstnuct s, tins luay 
be coiibidtrcd an ample 
provision ag.lln^l tin* c(»n- 
tiiigencks that may he 
looked for. 

3d, Kaikiiaimah esta- 
blishnicnt. 

This cstihiisiimcnt is 
connected with t.vo prin- 
cipal dcpartmeiit*^ of the 
service; hist, with the 
ordnaneo dcjKirtrnei ♦ — 
the drauglit calile hemg 
applicable e.ihcr lu peace 
or war, solely'' tu the 
seivice of that branch; 
the propost'd modihcalion 
leaves aiuimberof cattle 
exceeding llrut which was 
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cm[jloye<l uitli the army, 
when It was {’oiind under 
General Stnarl, in the 
year 1803. So ^^reat a 
force ns that, cannot, on 
any future occasion, be 
found, without some pre- 
vious arransfoments for 
colled in^j troops, provi- 
sions, &c. &c. which will 
occupy a time sufticient to 
encivasc this (Icparhnent, 
if it be considered neces- 
sary ; this dci)artm(’n1. 
will consequently remain 
fully dijcicnt. Secondly, 
the Karkhaunal) establish- 
ment IS also connected 
wiiii the equipment of the 
European troops. Tlie 
Tcinark made under that 
head, applies to this 
branch. 

41 h, Dooly corps. 

Under this head, it may 
be sufticient to state, that 
the establishment of sick 
carts, if they be properly 
distributed, will prevent 
any inconvenience from 
the want of Doolies on an 
emergency ; atid as the 
proposed modification al- 
lows oOO bearers, inde*^ 
pendent of the sick-carts, 
in addition to the re- 
sources 'which have here- 
tofore existed ; the meansT 
of speedy equipment m 
this vi ay, are possessed to 
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a much greater extent 
than on any ibrrner occa- 
sion; consequently, the 
efiicicncy of tlie army 
cannot be considered as 
impaired. 

(Signed) 

r.CAPPKR, 
Adjutant-General of the 
Armtf^ 


No, 1. (Corrected.) 

Statement shewn-igthe expcnccs incidental to tlie 
provision and carriage of the cHm|> equipage, and the 
carriage of the rcgiinontal stores of eight regiments 
of native cavalry, and battahons of native infan- 
try, during two years, viz. one of peace and one of 
war. 

Expences of one regiment of native cavalry during 
peace. 

A complete sett of tents, taking the Ps. F. C. 
rate of prime cost, from the rate lately 
recoinmeinled by the Quarter-Master- 
General, sixteen pagod«as and a half and 
adding three pagodas and a half for the 
average expense of delivery at the dif- 
ferent stations, hOO 0 0 

Two setts of intrenching tools omit- 
ted in the Quarter-Master-Generars 
statement, ^ 'H 34 

Pay of twelve Lascars, '2(>0 U 

Expense of, 48 bullocks, the 
number allowed by the regulations, 
viz. pay of sixteen drivers, at one pa- 
goda thirty fanams per month ^ 

3‘>.9 0 0 
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ps. r c- 

Grain, flu; iMto ofonc mc ix prr 
day, ainl *20 sa rs prr rupi o !2 j(» 1 2 0 
J)ryl’ora^r,at 1 ' nii)cr pri nionili, 
each hii4iO('k *2 4!> JO 0 

Thc priii..; of 48 huiliu ks, 
at six pagodas < ac.ii, is 28S pasroflas, 
of which sun) tal.o one sevrnlli pari 
as 1 4 per cent 41 d 0 

8?0 12 0 

Total expense of one regiment 
in a year of peace IdJl 3.} 34 

PiTsimt contract ullowance for I 
year, as per Quarter-Mastcr-Gene- 
rafs statement *2211 (> o 

Diflerence, or suj phis of (lie con- 
tract allowance in a year of peace 

dOi) 0 Id. 

Expense of one regiment of nativ<' cavalry in a year 
of war. 

A complete sett of tenfs/.i 3 before 500 0 0 

Bullock hire for one month, to carry 
them from the frontiers to the army 37 21 0 

'Pwo si’tts of intrenching tools (omit- 
ted by the Qnarter-Master-General 3 41 31 

Pay ol’ tvt clvc l^ascarj 2(i0 *24 O 

Batta (litic. ditto 154 12 u 

Expense of forty-eight bullocks, 

V12. Ps. 

Pay o f 1 () d I i vers 230 d 0 

Batt a of Id drivers < 192 0 0 

Gram, at tlic late of one seer each 
bullock, and live seers per reoee 

l6oi (3 0 

Prime cost of forty-eight bullocks, 
at 10 pagodas each,, is 480 pagodas, 
of which sum, take f as 50 per cent, 
are supposed annually 240 0 0 


1702 12 O 
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Total expense of one regiment in a 
year of war 

Present contract allowance 

Deficiency of the contract allow-? 
ance in ii ji ar of war J 


FiXpence of one baltalion of infantry 
peace. 

Comph te sett of tents, estimated as ? 
foniKrly ^ 

'I'hne ditto of intrenching tools, ^ 
oniiiti'il hv the Quart er-Master-CTene-> 
lal > 

Pay of twenty Lascars 
J'lxiienst: of 70 bullocks, viz. 

Pay of twenty-one hnl-^ 
huk dnvt js, at 1 jiagoda^- 0 0 

;;() fananis per inonili, 5 
(d'Hin at tlx? late of one i 
six'r lacli bullock, and "iU> bd."; 0 0 

-i.ets per iu|)ee j 

I’oraso or 1 \ rupee per ? „g„ ^ » 

iiK.-itli bulloelt S 
Prime co^t of 70 car- \ 

Vidiin bullocks atOpagu-# 
is’ 4‘’0 pagodas, of\ 
wliicb sum take 1 seventh/ 
paitas 14 percent. are sup-% 
jio^ed to die annually J 


'lotal expense of 1 bat-^ 
falioii in a year ot> 
p« ace 7 

Pri‘N('nt contract allow- ^ 


:.nce 


Surplus of the contract allowance? 
:ri a yi‘ar of peace y 


Ti, r. C 

2718 2 (> .34 
2214 0 0 

47-1 26 34 

in a 3’^car of 

720 0 0 

5 30 51 
431 1*2 0 


1217 O O 

2377 9 *>8 
3*261 0 0 


886 .32 20 



Expcnce of one battalion of native infantry in a year 
of war. 

Pa. F. C. 

A complete sett of tents, estimated 
as formerly 


( arriaji^c to the army 
Pay of 20 Lasi'ars 
Batta of 20 Lascars 
!\xpense of 70 bullocks. 

Pay of 21 drivers 
Raltn for ditto 
Grain at the rate of 5 a 
seers per rupee. ^ 

Prime cost of 70 bul- 
locks, at JO jiagodas 
each, is 700 pagodas, of 
which take as .’>0 per 
cent.are supposed to dui 
annually 

'lotal expence of one battalion 
a year of ^^ar 

Presont coidract allowance 





720 

0 

0 

tools (omitted) 

5 

39 51 




54 

0 

0 




434 

12 

0 




257 

tj 

0 

viz. 






432 

0 

0 




252 

0 

0 




14G0 

0 

0 




350 

0 

0 






Deficiency of tlic contract allow- 
ance in a year of war 

Expense of S regiments of native 
cavalry in a year of peace 
Ditto dittv* in a year of war 
Expense of *22 battalsons of infan- 
try in a year of peace 
Ditto in a year of war 


701 15 i:> 


13,078 31 32 
21,740 1 32 

52,2<)() 2 2 

87,238 S 2 


Total expenses of 8 regiments of 
native cavalry and 22 battalions ol 
native inlantry, in twoycarr, viz. one 
year of war and one of peace. 

Present contract allowance for 
ditto ditto 

Difference of surplus of the contract 
'allovvance in two years 

Ditto iu one year 


•174,365 0 68 
^ 179,320 0 0 


4954 41 12 
2177 20 40 
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. No. 2, (dorrectedO 

- '* r a ■ / ’♦li' . ' 

shewing the expenses incidental to the 
proyisil^ and qf tlie camp equipage aqd the 

carriage of .the regimentat statF for ,,o^e^yea^ of six* 
baJlalions Native infaUtry supposed. to. be employed 
upon iiitcnial service. 

A coinpiele sett of tents, taking the 
rate of prime cost, from the rate lately 
rocommeiuled by the Quarter RJaster- 
General, } pagodjis, and adding 3^ 
pagodas average ex^encd of deliveiy 
Sit the different stations* , 

Three setts of mtrqucbing’ toqls 
omitted by the Quarter .*J!ffts.ter Gene- 
ral 

Pay of 20 J..(ascars 43^i 12 0 

iiatta of ditto • 267 6 0 , 

lixponse of 70 hirixl bullocks in- 
cluding drivo'Sjat the regulated rate of 
IJ- per month each bullock * 

Total expence , of one battalion in^ 
one year , S ^ ^ . 

Coutragt allowance of ditto ditto 3*2(U 0 0 

Surplus of ilk contract allowance? 
for one battalion ji 

Ditto ditto for six battalions in 1 year 3olp 32 14 c 

Or in tjivoy^hrs 7039 22 28 



’ p. , F. a 
720 0 3 

.6 30 51 




APPENDIX 


TO 

LIEUT. CQLOJSEL MUNRO^S FLAK. 


No, 1. 


Statement, shewing the expence inciilental U* 
the provisinii and carriage . of the camp equipage, and 
the carriage of the regimental stores ofciglit reginioiit!> 
of Native cavalry, and 22 battalions of Native infantiy, 
during two ye^ars, viz. one vear of peace and one of 
war. 


l 2 ;x])cnc c of one regiment of Native cavalry, during a 
year ol' peace. 

Paged. I C. 

{(t) A eom|)let(*, sett of tents 4o8 1 :i\ 

{/>) l^iiy ul J 2 Lascars 2(i0 24 U 


(( j Lxpcnce of 48 bul- 
locks, the nurnhiT ailowedi 
by tlu‘ legulations, viz.pay J 
of 1() ilnvers, ai i pagoda^ 
30 fanams per nuj^jith 

(d) firam al the rate of j 

one leer per day, and 20 J 
leers per ruptie " ^ 

(e) Dry lorage at 

rupee per month i 

(f) The prime cost 
forty-eight bullocks, at 6'^ 
pagodas each, is/ 228 pa- 
godas, of which 4um take' 

seventh part, as 14 per/ 
cent, are supposed to die* 
aiuiually. ‘ 


329‘ 6 

230 12 
249 30 

41 6 


0 


0 

Q 


0 


370 12 0 


1885 37 35 
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Total expence of one regiment in a 
year' of peace 1,')88 37 3S 

Present contract allowance for one? * 

year $ ^ ^ 


Difference or surplus of the contract 
allowance in one year of peace 


I 


6*:)5 4 


4:>S 1 35 


37 21 0 


2()0 ei 
i:)4 12 


329 

192 


6 

1) 


0 

o 


1001 6 0 


240 0 0 


lixpcncc of one regiment of cavalry during a y«ar 
of vvar. 

(g) A complete sett of tents 
( 7 /) Bullock hire for one nmuth to 
carry them from the frontier to the 
army * 

(0 Pay of 12 Lascar^fi'Jv/ 

(ij Batta of 1-i LascaH ' 

Expciicp of 48 hnllocks, viz. 

(?) Pay of l() drivers^ 

(m) Balta of Id drivers 
(^/) Ornii) at the rate ofj 
1 leer each bullock and: 

6 leers per rupee , 

(f))Prirnecost of IS bul- 
locks, at 10 pagodas each, i 
is 480 pagodas, of whichf 
sum take one half, as 50i 
per cent are supposed to* 
dit annually 


Total fxpence of one regiment in aj 
year of war ! 

Present contract allowance 

Deficiency of tlie contract allow- < 
ance in a year of M^ar ' jj 


1702 12 0 

2072 28 35 
2214 0 0 

42S 28 35 


Expence of one Battalion of native' infantry in a year 
of peace, 

(a) A Complete sett of tents 057 11 12 

(&) Pay of 20 Lascars 43,4 12 0 
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Expence of 70 bnllorks, viz. 

(r) Fav oj‘ ^21 l)uli<>(‘k^ 
drivers at 1 oO pt'r> 43*2 0 0 
inoMtli 5 

(d) Grain, at the rale 
of I kvr eacl) bullock 
him! 20 Icrr per rup( 


ral(0 

Iock,V 


{e) ”orac?e at ru()<‘c 


prc V 

.jM/iitb racli !)iiliuclc ^ 


3(}5 O O 
360 o 0 


pu 

( / ) J'rjjiu* c.o'^t <)\ 70' 

rairiH'M' bullock ^ at 6i 
p ii-^Klas (‘aril is 1*20 pa- 1 
,t;o'la>,ot*wliirb sum fake > 60 "0 0 

oiM' Mvoiith ])an, as 14| 
p< r (till, aic siijiposcd to* 

<lii anmialiy 

‘i otal t xyvonra o]‘ \ m a ? 


V aj <‘ 1 ' 

Fo *'i ill <■«» ‘‘act ai»tnv:uK ’0 
Siirpli’'* of t I k* Cf'.Uiacl all‘'»\vaiic‘ 

ill ii ; c.ir oT |u':' 


5 


aiic‘' ^ 


1217 0 ‘V 

•230.^ 23 ! ■: 
32»>l t) i) 

IS Os 


u <4 I !)iO:iiiionoi ^'v'llivo iniiinliy in a yrai oj' 
\\ .{ ; . 

< inf’ sctf of U'uN 6.^7 1 t 

{/i) (’lurra;^-- liif a.n’v 3 1 0 i) 

{/) Fay oi ‘10 l.asv’ais .131 1*2 0 

(/.) 15:i*ia o. -iO ‘2o< 6 O 

oi JO bullocks, viz. 

(/) Kin <)r*2(niiiv( IS 4.^2 0 0 

(//O IkiUa of ;o drivers 0 0 

(«i ( liiun ai ibe raU; ot^ ^ ^ 

o It er p^T rupee ^ ^ 

(o) Prune o* st of 7o 
biilioek’s, p: 10 Pa^^odas 
(arh, is 700 Pagodas, oi . 
wbicM sum take one liall, ’ 
as :>(' pel rout are supposed 

to dir aimually J 24<11 0 c) 


3606 20 12 



69 


Total pxppiir o of one battalion in a 
year of war 

conlriK't allowance 


IN. V, r. 
3Syti oi) 
:i26't 0 0 


J)v;ti<acni’y <»f the contract allow- ^ 
ante HI a year of ar S 

F.xj>i;n< e oi* :s ic^’iincnts of native 
cavahy in a \ car of [icacc ^ 

LxjiJMK'e of S ivf^nncnts of native^ 
cavalry in a year of war ^ 

Ivxju'iice of batTalions of native ^ 

• nfaiWiy in a year of peace S 

l’\-peiK:o of 22 baltaiioiis of native ^ 
inl'antry in a \ca:' oi‘ war 5 


0'32 29 12 
F^,711 5 \0 

21,3S1 IT 10 
n(),7S8 ;> 2 1 

it 21 


'IV)tal cxjiencc of 8 Regiments of* 
nativt cnvuiiy rani 22 battalions olT 
native infantry, in fuuyoans vi/,,onc| 
of war a iul one of |)( atv 
PiestjU 
no^liincnts of 
battalions of i 
years 


IT0/;07 3c) is 


tontiiict allowanee for \ 
of nalivo cavalry and — f 
of nan VC infantry foi t’-voT *"»'*'■ 


320 0 0 


DitVerence or surplus of the con-j 
tract allowance in two years J 


b,7i2 •: :n 


Ditto ditto in one year 


4;iao l K. 


IV o. 2* 


STA.TRMn>iT shewing the c xpcnccs incidental tiMin* 
provision and carric.go of the l•egnnenta I stores for one 
year ot*(> battalions of Native infantry, supposicd to 

1 I I • j • • f 


be employed upon internal service.' 



A complete set of tents 

d57 

11 

}’ay of 20 Lascars 

434 

12 

Latta of ditto 

257. 

0 
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FiXpenrc for oiie year of 70 hired 
huilorks, iiujluding drivers, at the 
rep^iilsited rale of I })ac::(Hia and a iialf 
per month, oacli ljullocic 

'lohil cxpciiL-e^Of one year, for 
battaliotjp S "" 

(oiitracl allowance for J yt^ar for 1 ? n o 

bHimlion S' ’* 

Surplus of the coni met allowance ? ^ 

r 1 ci I- f n J' o.’)j 12 oS 

Tor () l):i.{ahons for 1 year S 

Surplus of the contract allowance, f .... / « 

for O' battalions for 1 year > ' * 

AW.-- finxd bullocks are suppj[ied to the () batta- 
lions, applicable to internakservice. 

As the services on which those corps will be em- 
plovcd, will be^. occasional and as hirtd bullocks 
to a sutiicient extent for their;6qnii)nicnt, enn bt^ ol)- 
tainedat a short notice, in ev<5rv part of the I'onntry, 
it is considered to b€t entirely unnecessary to incur the 
expence of rnainlainit)^' a perrimnent establishment 
of bullocks for their use.— Idie nature of the service 
in which those c(U'ps are likely to be engaged, wdl 
not require a degree of activity and labour beyond the 
favour of common hired bullocks, By this arrange- 
ment, a considerable saving of expence woll o/'ciir, 
v/hen those corps are not employed on internal service, 
as no bullocks will be then attached to them. 

The foregoing statement shew^s, that if hirc<l bul- 
locks were inrunlaincd for the 22 battalions, allotted 
to general field service, instead of bullocks, tlio pro- 
perty of the pi.'oiic — a saving of (>55 pagodas would be 
obtained, on account of each corps, in a 3^ear of war. 

It may’ be proper to attach hired bullocks to the 
corps cornposiiu; the Hyderabad subsidiary force, as 
the drauglit bullocks permanently niaintiiined wiiU 
that force, are hired 

The me.isuiv would prodncv a saving of ahout2000 
pagodas each >eai,<'Ou the siippobition that t le subsi- 
diaiy lorce is employed every alternate year in the 
field. ' , (Signed) 

J.MUNRO, 

Qimr/r r- M aster- G eaeral 

Quayter-Mastcr-Gcnerafs Office, of the Army. 

30th June, 1S07. 


1 *. l\ C. 

12(i0 0 0 
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No. 3. 

Statement shewing the amount of the allowances 
necessary to be grante<l for the pu^ose of hutting a 
battalion of Sepoys. 

Rupees. 


poo Sepoys, at 1^- rupee each ^ 1360 

60 Noigues, at 3 rupees each •l >0 

60 Haviitlars, at (i rupees each 300 

10 Jemadars, at 12 rupees ditto 120 

10 Subedars, at 24 rupees each - 240 


. ' Total rupees 21dO 

, s‘; ' , Pagodas f>l7 12 

AWe.-- It is proposed-' 4nat placc*^; of arms, guard- 
rooms, and hospitals, shall be the tmly buildings pro- 
vided at tli(i {)ublic cxpeiioe, for the accoinmodatiou of 
native corps, and as those buildings arc also directed 
by the existing regulations, to he provided by tlie 
public, iu ad<litioirto the contract allowance granted 
to comniaiuling oilicers, they will not occasion any 
increase of exponce above what is aciually incurred. 
In some garrisons there arc Sepoy barracks,, which 
will obviate the necessity of granting any allowance 
for hutting to the corps stationed at those places. 
Where there areuo barra<*ks, an allowance for huiting 
must be granted. 

Commanding officers are indeed directed by- the 
existing regulations to provide for the cover oi’ their 
men, in all situations ; but there are reasons for believ.- 
ing that this regulation, asit ugaids tlie provision ol 
cover for the meu at fixeti stations, in time of peace, 
’s not very exactly observed, 

(Signed) 

J. MUNRO, 
Huarfer^MasierMcmral 
' ;cf ike Army. 

Quarler^'Mastcr^Gcnerars Office, 
fori ISt. George, 
mh June, 1807. 



No. 4. 


4 


Statsmjeut of Tent Lascars, bullocks, and drivers,'; 
attached to the u\^i^«jnentionro corps, exhibiting- the 
number gj[. each provided, maintained, aiidn)u»> 
tered, in* constarjiiP readiness for service : by officers 
comtnatKiinK thoW corps respectively, on tlie allow- 
anc^grabted forjprovidingaccommodation fortheuative 
< oininissione<l, Sind ail .non>cein missioned uflicers and 
privates, and carriage of regimental stores in peace .or 
war,' 
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A rejwncnt of Naln«* cavalry, 

M5 


10 

3 

Id 

f)* 

4 

1 h 
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with artiT!^ly aUached 











A bA»taUon of Native infantry 


il 

14 

1 - 
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« 

07 

; ^ 



N. B. This statement forms one of the tables of the 
existing regulations. 

Note a a. A complete stlt of tools is allowed annualljy 
to each corps; but no pro\ (sk'h is made for the repair 
o^c tent oy^unnerics : tins allowance is much greater 
tl^ is likelyro be ncccssaiy, under any circumstances, 
A tent is usually calculai ! upon to la«!{, with'a re- 
pair equal to half its value, one' year in .the held, and 
7 . -'V: 














tlirn; years in p:nnison. I have made the nllowan-' e 
i?«UIin<^iiLly hber;jl to meet every exigency of the service, 
ni order locov(‘r all |>rol)al)!o cxpences, and to lemove 
all (dijeciions a^ainm- the adetpiateiiess oi’ the data, I 
liavi» asjsiinied. (d“ tenL*. alioiti^l to each 

cor|)>, is the same wdii what is |>reseril>tMl l)y the 
H,-L,o4latioiis; ntid lIk* |>ru‘e at wliicli eac h lent i*? t »ti- 
matj'd, IS the mean oi' the prices, at which Salt^ne 
tents arc now supplied at llie hcad-ijuarteis oftiie ?evr*- 
la) divisions ol' the army. 

\n/r f/0. Tile iuim!h*rot f^\se:\r< as-iifni'd to 
» orp-,^ t’oru <|)<)nds wil.h the ivcpilalion'' : Their p'i\ is 
t!.( ‘'lime wiih t hat f)i' the < ompany’'' l/i''<ai-. bem^ 
1»» 1 in inei'l i\ maintained in the rompan\’^ sCixne, it 
I'- j)joh.P)Ie ihat those, men will nor t oi ihehvld, 
dje> V. lii he ii'-ehillv tmplov»-d m n j>a.rinL. and lading 
'aieofthc' Units of their <orj'S, and i!i<'ir svuicx-s 
m,iv h(' )a[ipliMl to othm* neet“'‘'ary [ejrpo''es. 

. /■. I’lns is tlu‘ nnmfier of hiilioek d'lveis pre* 
}»y t iie n :pilatioii, 'I’heirp.'iN »s l in. same witli 
»}.-ir 'j\\( n to the diU' isot the Kai kkanah csialiii-li- 
lie n; , aiitl IS consnlerihly gu-aUM ituinihe p i\ usually 
allow u»this (h M*r. pi lon of servants. 1 ha\'e iiismaed 
the h.uta of e»m pagoda per ujondi t > emT di .wn wm i) 
einplovcd m ihe held, althougii th il a'lowani'e es nor 
’.'lanteil hv the riapilation*^ to thi ihivu" ot iri» Kaik- 
Lanah < .slahlishment, it nmsi, ilov^vVel. ‘^rantid lo 
them in I'nt iiu* w ai - . in neral \Vt liesh \ v\ as o,>i,.;ed !o 
olilain ;n;lh‘»ril v lor 1 >» me jvia' »•* tin t’.i j \vh- » 
weiean..:h.d In )si> ,omv during uu u: e.nn- 

|):t;;n,aie! i! appeal to he ao-id so lUv '.--! \ foi the 
jmrj»o'<r ni niuni in*.; 1 In'- ela^^ v'*' ,),,hiie ^ arv uiN^ro «‘nn- 
5 nme wil h eiir arm\ mtin’funt; in* c tfu nf {'‘’il- 

I'H Is - in tin iiel'l d,< p^ u'l^ -o hen h iip< ‘u T n* a.: U".i ■ ^ i 
and ( aie cn lln o d.r-.vei-, that t :u \ ^honi^l ;v e,',ve < ' * * \ 
j( 'isonaljie oma im-iil . a’nl tin* pay wh.i h ! * 

assjujit/d to them, log^iher w.iii 'he pi -mjn i'..y nf 
f It- ir sti fnUi(aisiv najeulal ed to .-eenie tin -r el < I inn nt. 
d'he pav usuallv’ granted l)\ n.noesln i' dloi k ilriveis 
i*' 15 pae'od'i f Ml ordinary let--. ;ind 'I p: Lv'da» in 
the ti- hl. 

Ae/c/Zt/. '['he grain siippindto th** Kmkkan.iit 
biilhn ks m My.sorc is eliai'^ed lui at 1 he rate ol 1*2 seer*. 

L 



por rupcr. f have ostimatr*! tbf' i^rain at 20set'r^])er 
nij)ij(’, iii on}»’r In r<»\('r I'Vciry : alLiitJU^ii t hat 

]>i jh-tMS consi.li'rably <l»‘au'r, lliaji ihi'unlniary pine oK 
in most parts of tiu- coi.Mtiy. 

\<>fc (* i\ I'ora lohf*' tun**, no ( hart^f was afiniit tt fl 
lor joi a^c, (^n a(‘('oimt oftht- Rai kkanah Ixiilorks. rff 
straw Mipplii'd to ilu'Mi inarciinsit sn tiiiirol 

j'N no V t*!)ar.4o<i lor; hut wh.Mi • l/oiuijary al. ilu* 
/p'a/iiiir {rjomui, they iuour no r\'|>r»‘!re lor loiii: e, and 
t lie catlh' allot ud to corps wdi i)i* stafoned in ■;*‘h('raK 
al a plat r ravoiir:d)h* ro tlico* oia air^’. within twenty 
or riniiy n’di^of larjv corps, and v.ill rcijUirc div 
I’oM-e at niij.t only, 'i'he aliowance vJimIi -j haw 
itrantcti I'n t pnij'ojc, is lomwh d upon i-iany t n«;n' - 
vj. an I ir rt'a‘» .* tinn ^’diat is lik( !\ to h. n^'t ^s^asx. 

I ha''* noihm; lor fora^^, • .a fin h-. Id. no 

charge 0(1 di.h tu c «>un 1 hr>:. hta n «‘j,,de in tii*’ n no t"j 
thf' t\,irk!;anah hniloiks, and nijhi" « *»ntn i \ , lor.*:, e is 
Vfiy M idoin lo ho pniciiased in tin l!' Id, 

f. d I'lO p.iMU CO"! ol lu; hi' :■- til hn o'i; 

I ot ramp w{in|-a:‘o, uill ...-ido-ti amonet :<> ,i ^ 
pa*. •> ia.-N oaclu m t mie ol’ pc'.u •* ; a.clrnr pn oj^c i loc « >. 
4 ;'. M.'dii! ^ulmdi i ha»'oassnmcd l•^ !' .ndeil npon .* •. 
poll rn'Mtio' a;:iM<t t’or pnhln; hnihh k^', m o lo ii it i' 

“ attd, 11 por < I nt. <io* .,nnn’’!!\ , nil hidmj; ? In o,'‘-n:ii- 
tM s I)!* the l-nlhi- I s o.npjo^^ v ‘i in tin ti.tusp j. lai ' -n o{ 
slou s from one •‘l.ilionh* anothci. 'Id'ns piofiojljon 
IS, th<.r‘. to/', .ifiph' .li/jo to tho hullookv, allotted m 
tifiu of j/oa ' , t(» tdn* camp o<|!i;p;.L;o d.- parlnu lit. 

^c/c ^o \ cornploif ‘•rt I <»! tmts js a!! o. / h I o'* .1 
ycaj 111 war, t hij allow , ok r oi ;y not h, 111 .‘els ad. - 
onat* , l»ul It 1^ moro tlian C''iij[/on',: U'd hv liia .dlo'.x - 
aiioo, x.hicli IS made to oa* ij <.j p*. m a warndpi no 
\i/. h h, l>: llu. k h' ( '■or 1 n.onih i..'!U.W(d Ini 
foiwaiolm- til. Mils hi. i.e hm.tui m ' aOii s to 
the at my. 

And rij. p* an<i hal ta p 1 o,h •’ totiic 
f/.i-ii ars, coi ro.-;poi.'d wmi, il, • alloxeano s to liu 

toil. I 's L;n.‘ in'.. 

^n/( • / ( w m. \ io'‘.' m'L-e «’ . 


\-K. Or.'Mi in I lie M \«orc !!» "viaTally j>t>M al Ihe r.jte ot (.a n 

4O fct'C'is j)er 1 lijife. 



Note K n. Tliih ih the clcan-'^t price, at Avhich 'iraii. 
was usually J^oUl iii (^♦}rleral Wellusluy’s anuy, it \va^ 
Duee or twice dearer, but iii general cuusidcrahly 
clu aper. 

Nufc <> u. 'rife price ol’ bullocks siml the |)roporiioji 
oi* (‘a^'iiail 1* s in I Ijc lit id, au' taken on tin; tin>st hf)cral 
scale. jl I*, tin c[Mniunot‘inany olfiecrs ofcxpenencc, 
(il is < nl-e.icl opinion) ili.'it a bullock ot weif 

it'd and ;Uicndt‘d, \m 1 ( enduie ialjour in tlu’ (iejd, ;:s 
wcdl i;."' nn el' idiaut or a t'aniel, and this opiu.on i' 
eorioI.nnit'Ml i)\ i!j»- rop )’•) winch ( ien» r.i! \V»lleshv 
ncuh 1. v;.i,,ni.; th(‘ karkkauali huiioj k.-^ ciui»lo\c«» 
wilniic ainiyinilu M diralta s\ itr. He st.^icd, ilwd 
.lUhoueli t!ie> laid cnduu.d nnnu'nse j’.ilji'u.s aiiil pm- 
ioiuud a siii'Ci "siou u»’ very Iona' inaich''- -.ij <iu 

s(\*-on ol’ 1 hr \ e,n . \»'t tiuit lie- iiund»c] oi (.i-Cialiijs 
ihal iH curn-fl aniongs) tin in. \v;is -a au < i\ ,o an » ilian 
wlial v\ouM liavf ^K•«■urll•d a‘ lhe*,r;unu’ groun-h 
ijudiit }' 'lld^tcr (*('//(' roTs Ol/i Cl', t^iO’U! .!) 

ijt( . (iroi :^i', vl \l( \liO, 

Juki', QuuHt » i/'o/t'r (tcttcnif 

oj' l he ..inutf 


V ;m insfjffnon <'f the refiirns of » In* dn j(‘nilnrjt <a 

nj (iciu'ral Vvf ilf'.l;')’'' .irsiiv m Ihc IV Kiui, a «; jv ars tli.if 
j>( «i(. as in i;out'ral soUt a I Iht* rates ot .s, iV 10 socs l'•'5 

rw«» lisr sonui niontlis il V i'i sol,! at the rates ol ,j and li ?e''« 

imi ou ouc ouasivu at tlej latc-itiual ii. 


Tii»: i-.sn. 


V\'. i’lmt, i’{ inter, Uld Jiaiky, J omion. 
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IMIETACK. 


An Iloiiomhlc iVIcnibn* of the House of C'oui- 
inouh (]\ln Crcevy) lately unnounced lii-i intention 
oC brint^’inr;* forward a motion for tbo reeal of Sir 
(i!eorf>'e Barlow from the (xovemincnt of i\JadiM>, 
The motion was to have taken plat^e on iIh^ 2d of 
dune, hut lias boon since postponed, 

Wdunever may have been tlie Honorable Member’s 
motive for suspending* or for reiiiiquisbiiig Ins in- 
tent ion, the cirouinstance is to be regretted, as 
raiTunneiilarv diseussum would have given the best 
;.*j>puilunif \ of informing the public mind on mail} 
points connected witli the clisseiitions at the Fnsi 
dv uey of Alailras, and have freed it from the de!u 
sion whieh has too long existed. The jiapers 
relativi' to that subject Itave been now long on the 
table of the House of Commons : and it is probable 

A that 
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that the Honorable Member may have become 
sensible of the untenable grounds on whieh any 
molion of the nature proposed uould have restcid. 

Some diss(*iits, recorded by six Ilonorabk^ Direc- 
tors, relative to the proceed im^s at Madras, haw* 
recently been cxtractA'd from the I^u•liamcntary 
piqK'rs, and brought to the public attention In tlie 
fe*rni of a separate painpldt,‘i. We slndl oHer no 
ohsei’vaii^in on those disscuits ; but re(]uest (be 
reader io perusi' the follouing unanswered a?ul 
uuans\veral)!c letter, subs<*'i'il>ed by ten Directors 
of the first res[j(‘elal)ilily an<l distinction, .is (hai 
Utter contains the most ajuplc vindication of all 
Tile material measure's a<!opUal h\ tlic GoverninLnt 
of Madras — a vindication \vhii‘h, being founded 
Oil lb(‘ dcmonstr.Uiou of proof, can never Ik’ 
shaken. 

Ir uould hi\c b(i*n sa{i*-f.ictory the su}»j<'(L 

sliould have had the b. j.elii of public discussion in 
J^irlianient ; hiu as it st'cnis now r|uesliona}»le if 
such discussion wi!! tak^* dace, those \\!io in.u 
be desii'tnis of looking I’urthci :nlc) liic nucslion, 


m.iv 
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niiiy be enabled to ojinpare tlie opinions stated 
ill the clissentS;, with those stated in the letter 
wliich follows, and to draw their (nvii eouclusions 
as to the side of truth. 

'J’ho low scurrility intonspersi^d in diflerent parts 
of llu' recent pauiplilel, is such as can require no 
'‘l'serva(i»»n. 


A 
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TO TH* 

HONOURABLE THE COURT OF DIRECTORS. 


Gentlemen, 

The late Revolt of the Oflficers of the Mailras Army, 
is the most remarkable and most important event, that has oc> 
curred in the history of British* Administration in India, since 
oiir first acquisition of territory there. It led to the commence- 
ment of a Civil War in the Carnatic j it threatened to involve the 
whole Peninsula in anarchy and blood ; to encourage the numer- 
ous disaffected adherents of the fallen families of Tippoo and 
Mahomed Ali to insurrection, to invite the Native Powers to fall 
upon us whilst in this state of internal convulsion, and to sub- 
vert a Government which had successfully resisted, through a 
long course of years, the repeated attacks of neighbouring 
States. This intestine war did not proceed from the natives dis- 
placed by our power, or employed in our service. It proceeded 
from our own people, from British-born subjects, from military 
men to whom the command of the Army, the defence of our 
Government, was committed, and who, by their profession, 
and the solemn obligations it imposed on them, were bound to 
fidelity and obedience. So signal an event ought to leave a 
profound impression upon the minds of all those to whom the 
administration of British India is entrusted 5 and the causes 
which led to it ought, with a view to future good, to be well 
understood and established, to be, where any doubt or dispute 
still remains, investigated with the utmost care and impartiality. 

B To 


PrfHmhiaryob- 
sirvaUvntonthe 
late RfVoU at 
Madras. 
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the DUsevtx to 
he removal of 
Vr. Petrie 


To mistake Uic cause?, to suppose the revolt to have been occa- 
sioned by what did not produce it, and to overlook circumstances 
which really had a material effect in bringing on tliat unnatural 
proceeding, would have a fatal influence upon our determina- 
tions respecting the merits of the actors in the recent transac- 
tions, and the policy which ought to be observed in future. Con- 
demnation might thus be pronounced on those who are entitled 
to the highest praise, and encouragement, instead of resistance, 
be given to the dangerous spirit of insubordination. 

We conceived indeed, that the task of passing a final judgment 
upon the conduct both of the Government of Madras, and of 
the Officers of the Army in the late extraordinary commotions, 
had been performed in the several dispatches sent by the Court 
upon those subjects to the Presidency of Fort St. George, iiiulcr 
dates the J7th August, 29th September, 12th October 1809, 
and 7th February 1810; and we lament to sec the opinion? 
which so long afterwards h.avc, been given to the Court, and 
through them to the public, upon these momentous topics, on 
occasion, not of any original direct question then brought for- 
ward concerning those topics, but of a question concerning an 
individual. The opposition made at the periods of those dis- 
patches to the sentiments they contained relative to the conduct 
of tlic Army, and of the Government towards it, proceeded, to 
the best of our recollection, only from a few gentlemen* 
and had reference chiefly to the suspension of certain Military 
officers j Mr, Elpbinstonc alone having recordeil a Dissent on 
l3th Cviobe^ 1809, to the approbation generally bestowed by 
the Court on the measures of the Government then in question. 
Afterwards certain proceedings of the Court itself, with respect 
to those Officers, drew from Messrs. %hiustonc, Hudlcston, 
Pattison, and Bannermau severally. Dissents, in which, indeed, 
there were some strictures upon the character and proceedings 
of the Governor Sir G, Bariow; bitt in the Dissents wlpcli have 
been entered by those four gentlemen respectively, and by Sir 
Francis during and Sir Hugh Ingli? jointly, on occasion of 
the removal of Mr.' Petrie .from the . Qpiuijcil of . F.ort St* 
Oeoige, the whole question of the causes of the discontentji 



In Madras Army, and of the condaot of the Oovemment of with Trferenct 
that Presidency in relation to them^ is again opened and dis- jii/o 
cussed^ and a judgment passed upon it very di/Ferent from that ®/ 
which the Court has pronounced. We feel ourselves, therefore, 
called upon to go into this question anew ; and though we shall 

proceed to it certainly with unabated conviction of the sound- , . . 

1 . Intended review 

ness of the conclusions we have formed, and consequently with of that tubject 

a just disposition to defend them, yet also with a full purpose 
of reviewing and stating fairly the facts and arguments from 
which those conclusions have been deduced, and of examining 
in the same spirit, the opinions delivered in the Dissents above 
mentioned. It was our declared wish to do this soon after the 
production of those Dissents j but successive interruptions oc- 
casioned unintentional delay, which, however, does not affect 
th^ question, nor, we hope, the public interest. In the per- 
formance of the task W'C have proposed, we shall be led to 
unfold the grounds on which, wdien it became unavoidable to 
determine on a new commission of Government for Fort St. 

George, wt decmt?d it our indispensable duty to vote for omit- 
ting the name of Mr. Petrie in that commission ; because we 
agree with (he authors of those Dissents, in viewing the ques- 
tion concerning the merit or demerit of the Madras Government 
in its policy and conduct respecting the Army, as intimately 
connected with the question of the merit or demeiit of Mr. 

Petrie in the opinions he professed, and the part he acted with 
relation to the same most important objects j though there is 
still another question distinct from these whether Mr. Petrie, 
upon his owni principles, acted rightly ? 

Tn the agitations produced by civil discord, when numbers are Different repte* 
involved, when personal and party interests arc at stake, and as " 
n natural consequence, violent inflammatory representations arc 
from many quarters made to the public, it must be more difli- 
cult to pursue inquiry with a dispassionate and unbiassed mind. 

For those especially whose duty it is, as Directors, to perform 
the solemn office of Judge upon the conduct both of the 
Government of Madras, and of the Officers of the Army, in 
the late c.vtraoi dinary commotions, one of our own body, Mr. 

B 2 Flphinstonc, 
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Elphinstone, in his Dis^rat of the 1 4th April 1610^ has pro- 
posed a good rule $ That the Minutes and Consultations of 
Conncil are the only true and constitutional information that 
ought to come to the Government at home, and on which 
they ought to form their decision, all other being only 
ex parte evidence, which never should be implicitly believed 
or acted upon.” Presuming that the honourable gentleman 
did not mean by his proposition, the scope of which is, that 
decision should proceed only upon well authenticated facts, to 
exclude truth otherwise incontrovertibiy established by public 
proof, we approve of the spirit of his rule, which is conform- 
able to our own sentiments 5 and it shall be our aim, in the 
whole course of this paper, to adhere to it still, under a deep 
impression of the imminent perils to which the Company and 
the Nation have recently been exposed, and the transcendant 
importance of guarding against such evils in the time to come. 

Since the alarms excited by the progress of revolt, have been 
removed by the knowledge of its suppression, it has become 
the fashion of many persons, both in writings and discourse, 
greatly to overlook the guilt of the Officers in that most crimi- 
nal and dangerous proceeding, as if the whole with respect to 
them were over, and to draw the attention chiefly to the con- 
duct of the Madras Government, or rather of Sir George 
Barlow, the Governor, in order to fix upon him the blame of 
tlic evils which have happened. This is a question which may 
now be discussed with perfect safety too the generality of the 
Officers, since the amnesty of Lord Minto has exempted them 
from punishment, which he declares them to have deserved : 
but alth nigli the opposite parties in the late contests are thus 
nnctpially placed, and the accusations against Sir G. Bar- 
low', however expanded in this counti*y, originate chiefly with 
those Offieers, it is our wish, that when they arc adopted or 
.su])porU*d by the written opinic^s of Members of this Court, 
that they may also un(Ierg(» an examination in writing 5 and this 
will be most properly done by following the important inquiry 
alre.uly propositi, into the cau/ies which produced the revolt of 
tiic Gfficcis of the Coast Army. 


Those 
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Those who look no futther for the springs of this event, than 
to the occurrences which immediately' preceded it, reason contrary 
to general experience, which has established the maxim, that 
no one becomes all at once deeply criminal.” The revolt, was 
not a mere paroxysm of resentment into which men were sud- 
denly hurried from a state of perfect subordination ; it bad in 
it characters of matuied, systematic combination and preten- 
sion, which could only be the work of time : and the persons 
who thus argue, must also be unacquainted with the existence 
of authentic information, which militates against their hypo- 
thesis. 

The account of the first ostensible movements in opposition 
to the measures of Government, shows a temper of insubordi- 
nation already formed j and it has long been our conviction, 
that the spirit and principles by which the sedition of the Of- 
ficers was incited and impelled, had their origin in an c<irly pe- 
riod, and that the causes of the revolt might justly be distin- 
guished into such as were more remotely predisposing, and such 
as weic proximate. Gallant as the conduct of our Eastern 
Annies has been in the Field, and fertile as they have been in 
men eniinently fitted for civil and political as well as militaiy 
employments, it is not unknown to persons well acquainted with 
India, that c\en before our force there became considerable, 
very many of the Officers, who lived chiefly in camps, separate 
from oilier society, indulged and provoked in each other a 
spirit of discontent, founded in invidious comparison between 
their own advantages and those of the civil branch of the ser- 
vice. The desire of rank and emolument, common probably to 
all Military Officers, has, in that country, from local circum- 
stances, operated with peculiar force. It was not stimulated 
only by the idea of unequal allotments, and the powerful in- 
fluence of a common sentiment, strengthened by free coiu- 
mmiicatioii through the gcnctal mass of military society, but 
that society remained, from the principle of advancement only 
by seniority, composed of individuals who looked to pass a great 
part of their lives lar distant from their native country, to which 
they naturally cherished a wish to return, with the provision of 

which 


Inquiry itilo the 
muses of the 
Revolt. 


Remoter causes 
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Mhich the adventurous spirit of youth had indulged the hope^ 
and of which the sceue before them seemed to aflbrd the means. 

' The workings of this desire in the cases of individuals^ and 
in questions of militaiy allowances^ may be traced through the 
whole coui-se of the Company’s records j and its ebullitions in 
the combination which produced the mutiny in 1766> and the 
agitations of 1 706 , were very formidable. It was, in our opi- 
nion, also a predisposing cause of the revolt of 1809, in co- 
operation, no doubt, with other causes of the same tendency, 
some of which may now be noticed. The infusion of the King's 
troops into the Indian service, which has happened within the 
last twenty years, seems, from the beginning, to have been a 
source of discontent to the Company’s Officers, as interfering 
with honours and emoluments which they before exclusively 
enjoyed. It took place chiefly under the Madras Presidency ; 
and as the number of those troops progressively increased there, 
and the Company’s Officers thought, not always without reason, 
that partiality was shewn to those of the King, in the distribu- 
tion of advantages, the privations to which they appeared to be 
thus subjected, became a permanent theme of complaint in the 
Madras Array— a complaint which the Company have done at! 
in their power to remove, by enjoining the strictest justice in 
the distribution of places and emoluments : and their orders 
were actually, in a great measure, carried into execution at the 
time when the late disturbances broke out, although the charge 
of partiality still continued to he then repeated. With respect 
ro the introduction of a large portion of the King's Army into 
India, our political circumstances in that country have required 
a considerable accession of European troops ; and since the pri- 
vilege of recruiting has been withdrawn from the Company, the 
supply could only he furnished from the public force.' The 
Company’s Armies have also been largely increased, and with 
their numbers the former feelings of injury have been c\< ended 
and strengthened. Their brilliant achievements in the late 
wars, of which, and of the superlative praise bestowed on them 
by the Indian Governments, the Madras Array has had its full 
share, have naturally enhanced their sense of their own im- 
portance : 
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porlancc : and it will hardly be denied, after the decisive eri** 
dencc furnished by tbe late revolt, that the Officers of the 
Madras Army (we wish always to be understood as meaning the 
majority only) fully believed they bad the native troops entirely 
at their devotion. Prom this sentiment, which, the implicit 
obedience of those troops had long tended to confirm, the Of- 
£cers appear to have tacitly persuaded themselves that they had 
tlie power not only of overawing, but even of overturning, the 
Civil Government. We mean not to insinuate that they en- 
tertained such an intention, until the late excesses carried them 
at length to that fearful precipice : but the idea of their pos- 
sessing sucli a power, must have had an habitual influence in 
exalting sjtiil more their estimate of their own importance, rais- 
ing also their expectations, and aggravating their impatience 
under supposed wrongs. The example of the concessions ob- 
tained in 1796 is now proved to have bad, as might have been J, 
expected, a great effect upon the minds of the Madras Officers.* 

The Indian Army may be allowed to have had at that time real oSTiem'^m 
causes of complaint, which were indeed very improperly urged, ra. ^ 
but too long unredressed, Since that period, however, the 
Lengal Army has been highly distinguished, as well by cordial 
obedience and attachment to legitimate authority, as by valour 
in the held ; and great praise is due, on the same score, to the 
Army of Bombay. The Military Regulations of 1796 extended 
their benefits to the tliree Presidencies, and with comparatively 
greater advantages to the two subordinate ones ; but the Officers 
of Fort St. George, when in the enjoyment of these, took en- 
couragement from former concession, in framing new preten- 
sions, such as had never before been heard of. 

Xn forming such pretensions and pursuing them, they acted 
under the influence, and by the support of (ombinatiun. It is 
the nature of this principle, when resorted to by an Army, to 
obtain concessions from the Government ; to place the former 
in some degree of opp(>sition to the latter, and to weaken the 
seutipicut of respect and subordination, i'uch combiucition is 
hardly known in the armies of Europe, ami would be instantly 
put down oft its first appearance, It ha^ also been lepeatedly 

foi bidden 



^ndiaA AtiKi6»> Jnit? tiie>‘|^rohH8^oa not 
&l#a^ boet^ duly enforced Abroad^ ae it migl^ caeilj^and jftuooeds- 
been. •■ - 

^ ‘i* r !'■“* -iC’ *’ '■ -• -■*' ^ ' 

^ ' T'robi thfe fief; conxiMedadth the other circiunatan«Msa already 
m^iitidtted/ itlnight be infemd that the discipline of the Ma« 
dras Artdy bed beisome relaxed y but we are not left to uncer* 
teihty'lif this matter^ and it Is material to show^ from authentic 
records^ that a considerable time before Sir George Barlow's 
accession to the Gorernmentj (which was on the 24th Dec. 1807,) 
and before the cotfimencement of the late retrenobments, there 
appeared among the Madtas Officers, symptoms^ more or less 
general, of a spirit of insubordination^ which must indisputably 
be reckoned a predisposing cause, to future excesses. < In the 
Fort St. George Military Letter of the 6th March 1807, we 
find the following passage. 

" Para. 429. We reported in our last letter, the proceedings 
which had taken place in consequence of' an unfounded com- 
plaint from the Officer commanding the subsidiary force at 
Travancore, with regard to the inconTieniences to f which' the 
Officer! and troops of that force were' described to- be sub- 
jected by the discontinuance of the field allowances, tiie pay- 
ment of which had been ordcired to cease.** 

430. On full inquiry, the conduct of Lieutenant Colonel 
Grant, the Commanding Officer, appeared so reprehensible, 
from his having given liis earnest support to representations 
which it had been established had no just founidation, that we 
considered it proper to express in General Ol-ders ' our disap- 
probation of the mode of proceeding which that Officer had 
adopted, aficl in which he appeared to hare showfi himself not 
less forgetful of his duty to the'Ootemmcnt, than <rf bis own 
character." 

The Fort Sti George ]\riRtdry Letter of -31 st October 1807, 
contains a great deal on the same subject ; and from it several 
extracts shall here be presented : 


Para. 



$ 

; 461^/ We torJMfe^ lAetxtfuJ^hi^ 

vil»iicift®f;iiiifn*6^r.<s>n^ of Oaptwii Sourd'^ 

man, of the I8th regiment of native infantry, in fait^ooiiMittr 
nications with the Civil Magistrate at Chittoor, as will more 
fully appear on the records of, the Jiidtciai. Dcjlfeltifteiilii .have 
^ induced us to tlirect that be shall be reinoVedc feom the; ew* 
maud of that station, as we had in vain endaayonred to satisfy 
. him of the necessity of regulating hia condunlU the exercise 
of' his command, with’ more discretion and temper*'* 

468. We have also been under the necessity of directing 

that Lieutenant off thcsJidth regiment native infantry, 

" should be dismissed'' from die command of Onore, in, conte- 
qucnce ^of his disrespectful condujrt towards the Civil Magis- 
" trate of that place, whom he appears to have impeded in the 
execution of a Useful work, without authority or any neces- 
sity/' 

469. We are concerned to bring to the notice of your 
honourable Court, a very uirfavoufahle report of the state of 
the 8th regiment of native cavalry,, which was submitted to us 
by the Gommandcjc in Chief at our ConsulUtion of the 10th 
July. We entirely concurred with his excellency in the ncces- 

'' sity of using effectual jjieaps to restore a due sense of subor- 
'' dinalion among the Officers of that corps. In pursuance of 
thnt opinion, we removed Lieutenant A. Macleod from the 
'' appointment of Quarter-master of the 8tb regiment.” 

583. We feel considerable concern in soliciting the parti* 
c.ular attention of your honourable Court, to a Memorial 
which has been addressed to the Supreme Government, by 
the Honourable Lieutenanfc Colonel Sentlcgcr, an Officer 
belonging to the native cavalry of this esUblishmcnt, and 
" • also to the Minutes which have been recorded by Lorf Wil- 
“ liam Bentinck, and by the Commander in Chief, in explana^- 
‘Mioft.pf the grounds of compUi^t exhibited in that Me- 
morial.*' , 


584. It 
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' ^ ^84. It be o1>'«tVed in those papers, t}iat a Memorial 
wiS addressed to this Government, by the Honourable Lieu* 
tenant Colonel Seiitl^er, at a very early period after his late 
** veturii to India,' stating his pretensions to the appointment of 
** Inspector of Cavalry on this establishment, in preference to 
those of 'Lieutenant Colonel Gillespie, who was selected for 
‘that station, from the opinion which was entertained of his 
qualifications for the performance of ks duties, and as a 
** compence for the signal service rendered by that Officer to his 
country at the momentous crisis of the mutiny at Vellore- 
Without intending any disparagement to the Honourable 
Lieutenant Colonel t»entleger, it did no.t appear to us that his 
claims were sufficient to invalidate the circum8tanq|s under 
which Lieutenant Colonel Gillespie had, by an achievement 
of the highest importance, recommended himself to the public 
** attention ; and we were not prepared to yield to the improper, 
not to say indecent, precipitancy of Lieutenant Colonel Sent- 
** leger, who had then scarcely landed on his return from Eng- 
** land, by depriving Lieutenant Colonel Gillespie of those 
honours which had been conferred upon him/' 

585. In the Memorial addressed to the Supreme Govern* 
ment, the Honourable Lieutenant Colonel Sentleger deemed 
himself at liberty to take a more •extensive range of alleged 
grievance 3 and, after slightly adverting to the particular 
object which had formed the ground of his Memorial to this 
Government, that Officer placed himself the character of a 
defender of the general interests of the Compamfs Army, with- 
'' out ally apparent authonty from the Officers whose particular 
cause he pretended to support." 

587. We consider the ablation of such subjects to be 
** attended with great delicacy, and we fed particular regret 
that they should at this moment have been forced upon our 
** attention, or on that of the Supreme Government, as there 
can he no mode more effectually calculated for the tecwal of the 
unhappy feuds by which this pari of the British dommums was 
so long distracted and endangered. As, however, the Ho- 

nourablf* 



'' nourable Lieutenatit Coland . Sefcitlagar juc^ged it pro{»er t®' 
^^' ap|i^ifl Wthbaathbrity of itbW ditpreme Government^ we hare’ 
’«^'tholt^ht*ft lieccssl^iy, that •tli^ appeal should not be unaecpm« 
panied by such documeats^ as would evit^e the faUacy <rf the 
:ff g|(oxinds^ on whldi tfaat Oificer had intruded himself on the 
** public notice^ as well as the dangerous tendency of ih^ dtacas-* 
** sion which he had been eager to promote! With r^ard to the 
disrespectful and injorious terms^ as affecting this Goverh- 
ment/ in which the appeal of Lieutenani Colonel Sentfeger 
Was conveyed, we informed the Governor General in Council, 
that we should' offer no comment^ being satisfied of the dis-' 
♦' iMwItlon of Bis Lordship in Council to afford to our authority 
ih^t^gree of snppo'rt which is neeessary for the suppression' 

** 588. We shall only add, that tliough impressed with the 
strongest sense of the dangerous tendency of the inflammatory 
" and factious' proceedings pursued by the Honourable Lieutenant 
Colonel Sentleger; we have, for the present, adopted no fur- 
** thcr step than the measure of directing that Officer to leave 
** the Presidency', and to join his regiment/* 

589. We are concerned to have occasion to draw your 
attention to a further circumstance, which though not of the 
“ same offensive nature aS that which occurred in respect' to 
Lieutenant Colonel Sentleger, was sufficient to call fot our 
'' strong disapprobation. We allude to a very disrespectful 
application which was aiMressed to us by Lieutenant Colonel 
Alexander Cuppage, of the native infantry, stating his re- 
quest to be permitted to proceed to England, and assigning as 
liis motive, certain supposed grievances which he considered 
himself to have suffered, and particularly the being turned 
** out of the command of Nundydroog.* ” 

" 593. The whole circumstances of Colonel A, Ciippage's 
" conduct having be^n fully explained in the Minutes of Lord 
William BmUinCk and the' Commander in Chirf, to which wc 
referjyou, we considered the disrespectful tenor of hb address 
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^ to^be 10 imqaalified «iid luipnmMi’sat to meftt'.'tbb^ «aq^ret«* 
'' sioii of out strongest dieappf6bation. We acooi'dhigly re** 
these seqtmieiitSj and decided egaintt taking into con*' 
sidiMfation tibe apqplieatkHi of Cobnel Cuppage, for leave to- 
procted to Europe^ until it should be'eabmitted in more re-' 
spectfal terms.’* . ' . . « 

?3i. We have already stated, thaiatefyt dangisrous tpiTU 
** of cabal has shewn itself among several Officers in your Army. 
This feeling has been greatly inflamed by the impwmty mih 
which the Honourable Lieutenant Colonel Senileger has been 
hitherto enabled to brave and insult ibe authority of this Govern^ 
ment: for it is with concern' that we observe,. in additipB to- 
** the explanation which we have already given rcgarttti&the' 
conduct of that Officer, that every means of the mo»^llic 
nature have been taken, at some of the principal military sta* 
tions, to hold up Lieutenant Colonel Sentleger as the champion 
** of the rights of the Company's Army, and as one whose exampfp' 
y calls for general imitation.'* 

732. We should think it necessary to apologize to your 
Honourable CcMirt, for so particularly .addressing you on a 
subject in itself obscure and unimportaut, were we not strongs 
** ly impressed with the necessity of discouraging, by every} means, 

** such factious proceedings as generally lead to consequences jof 
dangerous extremity. Tills is a discussion in which we can 
** have no personal interest, as the distinguished personages , 
'' chiefly concerned in its origin, do not now form a part of our 
" Councils j and we may claim the merit of sincerity in con- 
veying to your Honourable Court our earnest opinion, that 
the conduct of lieutenant Colonel Cuppage. calls for your 
** markkiil disapprobation, and that any encourageraent of the 
^ groundless pretensions, fif that Officer, ^ may be fatal totiiqdia^ 
dplina md, interests of your Army." , ' . . ; , 

The ipforinatlon contained in the passages now quoted, is 
decisive as to the existence of a spidt. of iusubordioation and 
cabal, ‘and of th.e. doctrine of the Rights of the. Army,, bii^: 

bci'ore 
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before Sir Oi Bairte\r waiiemetlnnj^ intended 

cessdr CO the Government of or the b'u«ine'^ of 

trenciHnent came into operation; - But/what’ is *deserviilg^ of 
peculiar attention is^ that, this letter was writtenfhl tite thm' 
period in which Mr. Petrie- wet Governor^ ' and signed . bysdimi. 
It is to be taken as bis dispatch^ and it establishes Che* iiisubor-' 
dinate state of the Army till within two months of the accession 
of Sir G. Barlow. It is remarkable aifo^ that 3lr.''Fetne in*’ 
timates neither in that letter, nor in the consultations, any ge*' 
neral measure to be in contemplation for reprising the 'dahger-* 
ous temper of the Army nor do the records, during the re^ 
mainder of his short administration, give any indication of a 
favourable change jn that temper. ' On' the contrary, it is found, 
from tbfi^apers transmitted in the Secret Department, with 
Lord Miiito’s letter of 5th February 1810, which contain some 
very striking traits, that, as early as thb month of July 1807, 
a proposal bad been started among the Officers, to apply for 
Bengal allowances ; and, in April J 808 at furthest, four months 
only after Sir O. Barlow’s arrival at Madras, and before the 
orders for the abolition of the Tent Contract mere issued, an Ad- 
dress to the Governor General was circulated in the Army, for 
signatures ; the object of which was to soKcit, that, with respect 
to allowances, the military establishment of Fort St. George 
might he put on a similar footing to that of Bengal.*' These 
are the words of General Macdowall, in a letter to Sir O. Bar- 
lowy dated the 1 6th May 1808 $ from which it appears, that the 
Jrmy had recently agitated the question, of the comparative state 
of the Bengal and the Coast allowances, and that the Address 
had then been circulated : — points which, on account of the great 
distance of various corps from each other, could not have beeil 
effected in a very short time. The same letter from General 
Macdowall contains other passages important and conclusive as 
to the present ■ point of inquiry. It will demand” says he, 
the most serious deliberation, to ^ectually check the spirit of 
** remonstrance, which perhaps extends furOier than we are aware 
fify judgment and experience lead me to believe, that the 
seeds of' discontent’ are very widely disseminated ; and almost 
every individual in the service is more of less dissatisfied” The 

firU 
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first cause to which he ascribes this state of the airmy it, ** the 
aholHion of tho Baxar 'fihid which (without inquiring tiote 

iN^ether he Is rig^ or hot in - assigning this as the first cause) 
cieitainly took placerloiig before the time of Sir Cr. Barlow^ and 
has not existed in Bengal since the Regulations of 1796. He 
says als0> that the ' abrogation of the Tent Contract is one of 
the promiaent' Causes 'of discontents 

‘ .The only thing we have been able to trace on the records, 
which seems not perfectly* to accord with this representation, is 
a passage in Mr. Petrie's Minute, dated the 8th September 1809, 
in answer to Sir G. Barlow's, When absent from the Pre-*- 
sidency," says' he; " in the month of June last year, T first 
heard of considerable discontents t)t tke‘ Army'* From this it 
might be understood, that be 'knew of no discontents before 
that time $ and hence that he meant to imply, they originated 
after Sir G. Barlow came to the Government. But the extracts 
already quoted, particularly paragraphs 587 and 731 of Mr. 
Petrie’s public letter of 2l8t October 1807, the letter from 
General Macdowall to the Governor, and the combination of 
the Officers, to obtain Bengal allowances, all militate against 
such a proposition. 

It is therefore established, upon incontrovertible authonty, 
the evidence of the Government of Madras, Mr. Petrie being 
then Governor, and of General Macdowall, Commander in 
Chief, not to refer again to other corroborating circumstances, 
that, beforehand at the accession of Sir G. Barlow to the Go* 
vernmenit; there existed in the Madras Army a dangerous spirit 
of insubordination and cabal, which, in a few months after that 
accession, (he seeds of discontent being then very widely 
disseminated/* hxerted itself openly /not at first in oppose 
tion to any measure adopted in his licae, or to the retrenchments 
projected before ht« arrival, but to obtain an augmentation^ or 
what the Officers conceived to be such that is to say, the same 
allowatiees in tiK things aS the Ben^ Army received. 

The opinion given by Lord Minto on this subject, iu his let- 
■ ‘ ‘ ■ ter. 
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ter, lately arrived, of He 5th l^ebruary 1810, inittcn hoim 
Madras after deliberate reflectipDi, is iioo important, .and p£ too 
high authority to be. overlooked. 'Hic discontentsi,” says his 
Xprdihip, of the Coast Arnay, have prevailed with ao.littl* 

** interruptioD, and with so much coQtipuity, heginnipg, for 
the sake of brevity, no higher than, with General jStuart’i 
command, and proceeding through that of Sir John Cradock 
** to the present Aour, that it is difficult to fix a distinct period 
** for the events in which we are immediately concerned, 
or to separate the present from the past.’* It is, doubtless, 
very satisfactory to us, to find the views we have entertained ^ 
upon this subject corroborated and improved by the convincing 
exposition which his Lordship’s information respecting it has 
enabled him to give. But we must dpsire it to be distinctly un<4 
derstood, that the plan and substance 'of what the preceding 
pages contain, relating to the remoter causes of the discontents 
in the Madras Army, (even to the use of that expi'cssion) were 
determined upon long before the arrival of Lord Minto’s letter, 
of which wc had no expectation } and that the. general coinct^ 
dcnce, which appears between bis sentiments and ours, arises 
from the separate reflections of each party. 

The establishment of the existence of insubordination and 
discontent in the Madras ArinJ, before and at the period of Sir 
Barlow’s entrance on the Government, and the progress of 
iiiose tempers for several mouths afterwards, not on the score 
of any thing he had done, but on grounds taken up Jong 
before his time, we deem to be a point of great importance, and 
We request particular attention to it. 

Let us now turn to the account wliich some of the Dissent, 

before give us of this subject. • s^nunf the stats 

of the army at 
the ime of Str 

** When Mr. Petrie,” says one,* ^^dehVered over the Go- 'RaxM^ao 
^ cession to the gom 

vernment to Sir G. Barlow, it cannot be denied^ that he left vernment, 

him an Afmy not surpassed in discipline, obedieniv, submissions LSlig 

" or in attachment to their country by any troops in the British Jj' ol** ** 

servire. Dtlring the former," (the Government of Mr. 

Petrie) 
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kuiIin'lLi^iI!5 Petrie) ^yi another, f ‘ihotig^ tli* Tent' Cbhtrwt Bad beoi 

laboiisbed under the prtlrlbuJ Qov«rntncnt of ^'Lcfrd W. Bcn- 
tinde, of whfch Mr. Petrie teas a Member f not aMished, 

' oMf rKOfosB^ to Be the achud abolftion di<t not tahe lUabe till 
Sir G. Barlow^ time)—" the Arnt^ ttfoi patient:* A third says, 
" that the abolition of the Tent Contract, and other savings 
" from the Army, wcire well known to thr Officer), months 
" before the arrival of Sir O. Barlow, loithMi producing any 
t sre fl«n. M*f. " idiible disconient among them^ I ihust imputei tays the «»*nc 
i«ftf»y’iim!wbich ** Dissent, to the violent^a&d arbitrary measures of the Govern* 

tffitin. jiut tliC 

cobirarj <* meut,” (Sir G. Beriotr*s), " alt thedistati^oeHon And‘ubfortu* 
4 Mr. Kiphin. " noto eveuts that have taken place at Madras." $ And in general 

»tf»ne 1 Df^fenr, < . . . 

o<iob« jBoy. all the Dissents arc totally silent as to any existing dissatismction 
before the Government of Sir 6. Barlow ; and those which do 
not directly ascribe to hhn the commeneemenl of the evils, seem 
to set out with tacitly asstuning, that no complaint was heard of 
lill his time. 

After what has been aheady said, we need hardly observe, 
that all such representations or views are in direct contradiction 
to the records, which, according to Mr. Eiphinstone, are our 
only authentic source of information : and thus Sir G. Barlow 
is condemned, not only without due evidence, but against it. 
Such statements may, perhaps, be advanced in the aiikmymoitt 
pubiicalionSj of which many have issued from the press, relative 
to the late disputes at Madras. It la to be exp^ted, tliat in 
such disputes, where numerous individuals, having a deep per- 
sonal interest at stake, are engaged in opposition to a public 
officer, or to a Government, the assailants will be many and 
active ; that they WUI endeavour to impress the public with their 
own views of their case, and the one which they oppose } and 
it would be wonderful if their passions and interesU should hot 
mix in their representations. Bui such representations, without 
proof or authority, can be no materials for Judges to upon. 
There », indeed, one publication whkh may be thought of a 
different character, entitled, " J StatemitU of Acts; hy 
ihm Petrict Esq/* Of .riiat publication, it is proper<to itndrk, 
that it comes jto the English public without any such voucher 

as, 
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1 4 Wifi Iwoiw Wttho. ‘ ‘Vt? 

«vjfltSW,Jt lWb, 

'{ * “Wit •M’ftglW 9 ^W<^i>r!»>|^i|^(ibi(i|||^ 9:«ted 
•- " ft IS 

T **«f* ftft ftjtW 4BW«'>ii«>tU*t ft.WT|)itjObI]l^re«ord 
i‘J*h“*iQ«f*Mjr;»P<w$(rtwi«is, iM| piUfQiti t«>t»!««ibeen a 
.f pri<«f4««ipi|is^^ toiUfiilfSfi^, «»4 dwa i»t i^ipear u^, 

. lwml) 4 ei»«i,lAi»H 8 nmiW«d t». Si# a 5 *rt 9 w,*w Irsbauld 
It W|^ aied u wt'cq^ agu'oMt turn uny 
. »b^ IK wa ^ ft* ($ngyiW9 a««iiL< Wa think, how- 
, *v«r. it bdag «e mtk *f Mr. 

?etciei«*d, ft9niitrfti«*«ftg<^,»an^ it* data*, to*ha« 

Wen tW origtatl fgom- ahicfe (Mt ttnnte, altew^ quoted, ws 
,J witb tw> 0mi»»0tt of tlMM patt* vMdi most strongly 

leiect on Sir G Barlow, on whom, and on whose measulas. it 
now comes forth, under the bde of a Statement dehieredto 
Lord lifento, as a public attack; TO attack nude in a pending 
cause, hv distant from, and unknown to the party acctsed, 
who hw, tbu? ,no oHWtunity of defenliBg bicwtdf. But when 
2^ Petriecenwied Sw 0. Bariow,km hit Jidimte of the 8th 
^t^her. ^n ffwR a woA which, nc^pttng Oe conclu- 
won* was ooippoted, as appear* hy its date; in the month of 

! August, it tilPfti seem that he ought to have hiwgbt forward 

ail he bad to.ph*»ge against thpt public olieeiv and Pot to base 
resersed the seyerstt pan for the ptk«te ear of the Gowinor 
General, or bn dissaminaiimi among bis distant ibends; more 

, espc^ly afi the Sfotcment, befog wriiteirpartl]riiitW-Bfiiiner 
•f c diary, exbfoiu the dismal protpectiwpietumdtasw from 

liipe, to time by ]{ci Fatnefo ^prdieafona, wdtich are cfocu* 
!<i.-MKl<fo>iwke impnaioa on dm leadety ufthough when he 
' 1 ftbpercifihiidlfoMuait tnfo of his hands, tim dangers foreboded 
'ifo i^*scteatetiieDd,'hytfaincampletesuppinNiMtof tbersbel* 

1 '8*8^4 C(rtftily>irtlnM&re, it duihld hare n« reception j^rept, 
dicttf toftr G.JBaalM-/tlfoagh It h to he foaidd the is 
,< vasy.hnWjidfnriieit imt it may he'recefvtd as JItf Petrie's 
■*i<<nn* dceeqpt of<hb prfodiplev igaiiioon* tmd ooedect, iit>Wta< 

" » tion 



tion to, the subjecU in questipn^ we shftli' ibke 

occasion to refer to it. With ympe;Qt to the present pdint; it 
uses the saxne lapguag^e as the Minute^'^ ^ Whan at Cuddalor^',** 
(in June) I heatid <jf fipnsiderabl^ discontents in the^ Jmy 
but it goes more plainly to place the t^jof these diseoeitithts 
after the accession of Sir G. Barlow^ without, howevei^ any 
precise information, on that head^, tmd without a shadow of 
evidence that no discontents prevailed befbrer' Indetd^ the 
paper would shew Mr. Petrie to have, been ill informed^ the 
state of the military mind* Although,*' sa]^ ’'ke,'^^’'the 
^ projected reductions were severely felt,^' (by* General Mac* 
dowall and the principal O&ers to whom he, when €roV(Sritor, 
explained them) I must, in truth andjustke, declare, that there 
teas not a sentiment expressed incompatibie taith the strlttest 
principles of military duty and subordination** That ''indivi- 
dual Officers might not choose to express ta the Oovemor any 
sentiment incompatible with military duty, is very conceivable ^ 
but that the great body of the Officers, so far from really* 
acquiescing in the new retrenchments, as their duty required, 
were at that very time discontented on account of the old, and 
cherishing schemes of obts^ining, by combination, new conces- 
sions, is very evident, from all the authorities already adduced, 
especially from General Macdowall's letter to the Governor, in 
which he not only tells him of deep-rooted, widely dissemi- 
nated discontents," at a time when Sir G. Barlow had origin 
nated no one public act towards the Army, at which, in all 
their subsequent violences, they have expressed offence, but 
plainly shews^ that he himself sympathized in their feelings and 
opinions. , Mr. Petrie’s Statement, moreover, was written six- 
teen months posterior, to General Macdowall’s letter, when tite 
standing discontents of the Officers, for alleged old grievances, 
had fully developed themselves; and the hollow phraseology 
which, so long after, would^ imply,» from the circumstance of 
individuel Officers not expressing to him any sentinicait in* 
compatible with the principles of military subordination,*^^ 
that the Army in general dutifully submitted to the> 
trenchments, fs plainly mc^t unsatisfactory. 

• When 



Wh(^"tkeD3^Sir6^Bidow Gbmnrncm, tKere State ef ike 

was II fof^med spirit of discontent (he A'rm^^ Ody two months a!2arSwcaS 
before^ his predecessor^ Mr'.' Petrie himself^ had publicly stated, twetn* 
that a spirit of mubo>tdinotioii''M C(M had sham itself, 

-which must be dangerous to all Amies, aiUf /cad to 
** consequences, of the most fMt nature*, thU'ioer^ means of (he 
ino$t,jmbUc nature had been taken' at some of the principal mt- 
** lUeirif stations, to hold up Lleutenhht Colonel Sentleger as the 
champion of the rights of the''X}ompanfs Army, and as one 
"r Kohose.example called for general imtation:* The Officers 
were, dissatisfied on the score of former retrenchmenU, (although 
ccri;ain.coaipensatknn fdr them had been determined) and of 
recent/ or projected rdorms; they aimed at new concessions; 
they acted by combination; the sentiments of the Commander 
in Chief, were favourable to their Vfewjs and pretensions, and he 
was himself an avowed malcontcrtt. Candour will not refuse 
to admit that- Sir G. Barlow was placed in a difiicult situation ; inquiry into On 
and it will be no departure from impartiality, to inquire what 
line of conduct he ought to have proposed to himself, when he hispowtr. 
became sensible, as he could not M soon to be, of the embar- 
rassments he had to encounter. ' l^onld be have inclined to 
gratify the Ofiksers, by restoring the Bazar fund, abolished on 
the most incontestible principles of sound policy, or by stopping 
the progress of the new retrenchments, common to all the Pre- 
sidencies, -and e^oined, not only by the Supreme Government of 
India, but also by the controlling authorities at home, under the 
most imperious necessity, for the safety of the Company ? Or 
should he have countenanced new and before unheard-of pre- 
tensions? Should he have encouraged the spirit of combina- 
tion, of which he himself had formerly seen the dangerous ef- 
fects, and which Mr. Petrie had so recently pointed out and 
denounced ? Probably no person, unconnected with the Madras 
Army, will venture to reply to any one of these questions in 
the affirmative. All who duly regaid the interests of the Com- 
pany will be ready to maintain, that he could not propose to 
stop shorten the necessary work of general retrenchment, which 
was going on all over India j and that, at the moment when 
such retrenchment was indispensable, it was impossible for him 
D 2 to 
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revolt. 
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. tolendhiw§tf tp aiBH^caijcesii^ itHtium fair4ol<MkiBgfnft 
at the . situation in which he stood^ and ait t]ie.Vie^> thh 
per^ the coinhioa^ pf the Was k possible to ti{meUwt$ 

them to whet must aecessarUy be done ^ Itis reasonable to ask 
this (piestion^ bat pot ,tOiWinmc aftrmatiwi." doubt a 
Government ou^t at all tlines^ and etpecielly in times of dif^ 
ficuky, to cherish a conciliating spirit j and we shall hereafter 
examine whether .this jW^sdona in the present case j' nayi we 
shall allow it here po be tt^ppposed/lor the sake of argument, 
that the Government, pay' have been deficient in this respect ; 
but still, more is pot to be pxpeepd iroin.this quality than it is 
calculate to produce*. And k pusjt have been a ^rety extraor- 
dinary talent of persuuion, .g.fasciaa^Og aspendancy, that couM 
have induced a very numerous hp4y>, ^Ith the majority of whom 
the Government cp^ld. havejlkjtle .personal intercourse, among 
whom popularity 'was gaini^d by contending for the ri^ts of 
ike Amy ) a body who were .inflaenced much less by individuals, 
even of the military class, than by an esprit du corps, and who 
strongly reUed on the succe^ of combination ; to set aside their 
long-indulged prejudices and wishes, their interests and opinions, 
without any substantial compensation, unlees in the principle 
of public duty. For a Governor had no compeniations of in- 
terests to offer them, apd he could not honestly hold out expee- 
rations not likely to be gratified > nor could he, without sa- 
crificing the requisite dignity of his station, attempt to 'gain 
them by imbecpming flatteries and submUsions ; neither, indeed, 
was this method likely to succeed. In shoit, the extreme dif- 
ficulty of persuading a large body of military men, so circum- 
stanced, to give up their flivourite ohjecU and passions, must 
be admitted, and, the practicability qf it to be incapable of 
proof, e;^cept by example} an example which the Indian his- 
tory has not yet afforded... The continuance, and even the 
gro^h of that spirit which had long prevailed in the Army, 
was therefore to he expected } and it is subsequ^t to the time 
Sir G. Barlow thus, set out in the Government, that we are to 
the look for the mote proxin^tp causes of the ledkiop and rcTolt toi 
whiph the Ojpicqrs adyanped. 


From 
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FrQW<ih$-pittiod jpf Sir G.'Barbtv'i kcccjsidd'^ijj' BecemW ^tateofmaitm 
1807, till itoirards the cl08p<rf the followngyw/^herc does 
not appear to imae been any one* ack of his Obvernmeiit: at 
which the Army could have even a pretence for taking utohji age, i6h8. ^ 
or which they have, in point of fact, ever toa'de an article of ' 
complaint ' 


The confirmation, indeed, by the Snpremc Government,, of 
tliosc retrenchments which Lord William Bentinck and Sir John 
Cradock had proposed, and of which Mr. Petrie, when in the 
Government, had on record strongly expressed his approbation, 
arrived early in 1808; and Sir G. Barlow performed only an 
unavoidable duty in proceeding to carry them into execution. 

But in doing this, instead of adding to them, he relaxed in fa« 
vour of the Army some of the regulations enjoined by tlic 
Governor-General in Council, to the acknowledged satisfaction 
of General Macdowoli, who professed to think that the Army 
also had cause to be satisfied. Mrt Petrie’s statement says, that 
the unpopularity of the measure of abrogating the Tent Con- 
tract, was reported to him to have been greatly increased iy 
the manner in wltich it was given mit in General Orders, He 
might hme referred to the General Order, before he had convteyed 
to hU reader this idea of it. Happily this Order is in the India 
House. It proves to be a plain inofiensive paper, written in 
the ordinary ofikial style, and adopted by Government on the' 
recommendation of the Commander in Chief, (General Mac- 
dowall). 

Blit in this period, the conduct of General Macdowall himself, ConductofCm, 

MacdowaU, 

as it stands authenticated by public records, is marked by a most 
pernicious activity, and demands the most particular attention. 

At the time of his appointment to the chief command of Port 
St. George Army, the Court of Directors were nearly unani- 
mous, on general grounds which have never yet been invalidated, 
though since overruled, in resolving that tlie Commanders ip 
Chief i$,the subordinate Presidencies should not have a scat in ' 

Council-*--a point entirely optional with them, and on which 
^ey had formerly emeUed th^ir dUvreim, General Macdowall 

was 
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Ufaa not' deprived of a seat in Council, as Mr. Fttrie hoe isx** 
pressed it in his Statement .* he never had a s^t, nor any ci^t 
to'one, or to the chief command, unless the gratuitous act of 
the Court had conferred it on him. He accepted the office of 
Commander in Chief, without a scat in Council, axul was there-^ 
fore bound by his honour and his oath to fulfil the duties of that 
office. Bnt he entered upon it with feelings of indignant dis* 
content, which he was at no pains to conceal, intimating, per- 
haps with some hope, the arrangement might not be final, that 
he would return to Europe rather tlian let the office be, what he 
termed, degraded in his person $ and for a time tnaintained the 
appearance of some good understanding with the Government. 
But as the shipping season drew nearer, without any indication 
of a change in respect to him, and before, indeed, there was 
time for such a change, had it been intended, he began more 
openly to vent his resentments in expressions of disrespect to- 
wards the executive body of the C^ompaiiy, and the local Go- 
vernment, before even any "thing had occurred in India wliich 
could furnish him with a pretext. He espoused the views of the 
Array, and became the champion of their tights, and imbued 
them with his personal resentments ; he joined factions with 
which neither he nor the Army had the least concern— fictions 
raised in the civil community, and most unjustly, in our opi- 
nion, against Sir G. -Barlow ; using the influence of his office 
and the popularity he thus acquired to harrass and degrade thu 
Government, and proceeding wantonly from one act of violence 
to another, still on the side of Army feelings, or in support of 
the pretemled rights of the Commander in Chief, which the 
Army had been brought to incorporate, with their own, until the 
seeds of alienation and sedition were widely sown, and the Of- 
ficers were left by him in a state of ferment and disaffection, 
which, excited yet further by the criminal activity of his frieiida, 
lifter his departure, and by new circumstances, carried them 
firom one stage to another, until the whole ended in open insub-' 
ordination and revolts ' j 

The history of General Macdowall’s proceedings, which bears 
out the facts here stated, coocerning him^ fiiUy 
t the 



the. recerds tftinstaSittedthy the Fort St Geok-ge Oomtimeaty tA 
the commentS'of the Court of Directors upon those proceecUngs^ 
and in the very clear and convincing detail which Lord Mlnto 
has given in his letter of 5th Fchma^.lSlO^ that kis unnaces-' 
sary to go minntely into liere ; bat some eircnmstajDces sufficient 
to support what has been now advanced it xnay.be proper to 
notice, 

1x1 the nuHtth of ||{ay 1808, General MajcdowaJl, of. his own < 
motion, addressed to Sir G. Barlow the letter already mention^* 
cd> which being on the records, need not be ' transcribed here. 
It is more remarkable for its teaour. than its professed object s 
because, at a time when it is now known he was united in seU'^ 
timents with the Army, as well as discontented with the Govern** 
ment, he communicated, in the forms of eoirfidence, to Sir G. 
Barlow, that an address was preparing from the Officers to tlie 
Governor General for Bengal allowances, which proceeding he 
knew to be contrary to established fules. But, having done this, 
he goes on immediately to express in forcible language the dis*- 
contents of the Army, and his own,— the difficulty of checking, 
die spirit of I’emonstrance, wfiick/* says he, perhaps 
tends further than ice are aware of j ” and be notices ‘^,th© 
many points which the Army had formerly gained by repreeen^ 
** tation, as naturally leading them to expect reliefs " .be also 
alludes • to the convulsions in the Bengal Army, of which 
Sir O. Barlow had been a witness. And then coming to the 
ostensible olgect of the letter, namely, to consult how and 
when ' the proceeding ought to be opposed, he says, '* Nothing 
can be more simple than the publishing an Order,'* (that is,^ 
by Government) ** liighly disapproving the nature and fendenci^ 
of the Memorial to Lord MintOj and stating, that any Officer 
toko shall encourage similar lemonsirances, shall incur the seve- 
rest displeasure of Government. Will this have the desired 
** effect 9 It will be- veiy easy for me to decline traiismittiag 
the address, and to express my own scnlimeiits : but wilt thus 
mode be correct ? 

It ‘ must be ‘owoed^^^ the Commander in Chief here presents a 
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^ he'questions of feis psiii intei;fcVence, and, whilst 

' he sucgesis a iGfenent brder of (Sovehimcot sev^e in its terms, 
as an obvious expedient^ he inttbiates ^ of its efficacy. A 
timid mind might easily Vve been shaken by suph a representa- 
tion from such a quarter. But the^aqswer given by Sir G. Bar- 
low * opposed irrefragable arguments against the design on foot, 
and General Macdowai^ in consequehoe, ibade Corresponding 
** commnnlcations to, the bffic^rs commanding the principal 
military stations/requicin^ them to adopjtthe mqst effectual 

** jneasures for stopping such proceedings.” f 

* • • ‘ . 

The circular Tetter of General Macdowall, on this occasion, 
points out in forcible terms the exceptionable nature of the in- 
tended Memorial, as militating against established Orders, and 
as calculated to excite a spirit of discontent and insubordination 
in the Army, whence it would be the dqty of the CorapEiaiider 
in Chief, should he eventually be obUged publicly to consider 
the Memorial, to bring to punishment those who might liave 
been most active in supporting it. i Could it have been con- 
ceived that, at the very time he was thus in appearance acting in 
concert with Government, for the suppression of this prohibited, 
culpable and dangerous proceeding, he was really co-operating 
with the insubordinate spirit of the Army be commanded, end 
coonteraedng, hn own drcnlatr letter ? lie %t is now esta- 
blished. Something of this nature, seems to have been early 
hintcfl,at by the Government of Bort St. QeprgeU i but formal 
proof was then wanting. The Court, however, have rince been 
assured, on evidracc whiejk has received Bord Sfintp’s conjRrma- 
tlon§, that, at the veryjperiod General Macdowatl was^ circu- 
lating the letter in ^ue^oii;; he was acquainting fthe Officers, 
in personal and cOa;^fiBi commifructtrions, tKa^' &is cifCutar 
'' letters mre merely officiaT, >vrittcn at the ri^uisifidn of Go- 
'' vemment, but not ^pressing his own sentiments 3 aftififiat 
''he wished^ them success in their pursuit.” Ancfl^rdllniito 
further intimates, that General Iliacdowid^s letter 
Apr, of the f6th hby 1808 > siii 'e'nQ& of 
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military grieVa&cts, and a significant reference to the successful 
struggles of the Bengal* Army in 1796 against t^e Government 
an enumeration/’ says his Lordship very justly, “ which^ if 
addressed in the same language to any other quaver, was 
** calculated not to repress a particular act of insubordination, 
but to excite a general mutiny ’’—had been communicated by 
General Macdowall to other men. Let it be remembered, that 
at this time General Macdowall had not pretended to have re« 
ccived any personal injury or offence from Sir 6. Barlow \ and 
that he maintained with the Governor, as appears from the let- 
ter in (juestion, the forms of confideuUal intercourse. In the 
month of May, General Macdowall set out on a tour to the 
difi’erent stations of the Army, and seems to have been little at 
the Presidency till towards the autumn, soon after which he 
went again into the Northern Circars. The records of tlie Ma- 
dras Government, during this period, do' not, as far as we have 
discovered, contain any material information relative to the 
temper of the (Jommander in Chief ; and but little concei’nirig 
the Army. It would appear, from letters of the Governmeut 
written aflenvards to General Macdowall, that they were stu- 
dious to avoid controversy with him * and his letters to them, * oene- 
on the other hand, indicate no backwardness to express his isoo, and 

* . rhr miirigtiMi rtfe- 

feelings. A desire naturally arises, to know what was passing 
in that period, from May to December. Lonl Minto’s letter of 
the 5 th February 1810, affords some light into tills matter. He 
states it as' '' a fact, too positively asserted and too generally 
'' known at Madras, to leave the shadow of a doubt upon his 
mifld, that General Macdowall’s conversation at bis own 
** table, uniformly conveyed to the Officers of tlic Army he 
“ commanded, sentiments hostile to the Government he served j 
** and clothed in language disrespectful and contemptuous.” 

His Lordship says, in reference to this statement, that specific 
instances have been i-clated to him, by persons entitled to im- 
plicit faith, who were themselves witnesses of what they re- 
ported i " and that, on this general point of (.onduct, the 
« ^cordaht assurances, given in confidence, of those whose 
means and knowledge hai^e been such, and who'jc pemonal 
** ^r^lit is, in hjs judgment, so much beyond question, that he 
‘ ' E can 



can neither resist a personal conviction, nor think htmadlf at 
Jibci'ty to withhold the expression of hU helief, that the con- 
duct of Lieutenant*General Macdowall was certainly such at 
** it has been above described.*’ 

His Lord&bip next adduces, to the same effect, a clear and 
solemn act done openly by General Macdowall, namely, his 
address to the Commandant of the European i^giment at Masu« 
lipatam (that regiment afterwards so conspicuous in the revolt), 
wlien reviewed by the General on the 24th December 1808. 
This Address, having been printed in a periodical publication at 
Madras, whiUt General Macdowall was on the spot, may cer- 
tainly be regarded as authentic. It is already known here, but 
contains expressions so remarkable, in reference to the present 
point, as to deserve special attention. It was my particular 
" wish to sec those (regiments) in the Northern Ci rears, and 
particiilarly the Madras European Regiment. From many 
circumstances, this regiment ^las, in a measure, been overlooked, 
indeed I may say, neglected. Placed in a corner of this extension 
country, it has seldom had its practice with the other corps of the 
Army. Notwithstanding these circumstances, from my know- 
ledge of your zeal and ability. Colonel Taylor, I was con- 
fident I should find this corps in the high state of discipline it 
has this morning evinced j and it shall be my business, as 
** much as lies in my power, to let the service benefit from this 
state of discipline, by calling it into more general notice j for 
1 know that this state of inactivity must be painful to the 
feelings of honourable gentlemen and officers, and painful 
** to tlie feelings of honourable gentlemen and Officers, and 
painful to the feelings of brave soldiers. Indeed, I am at a 
loss io know the reason of this neglect. This regiment haS 
always been foiward for its courage and loyalty : you are 
composed of the same materials as the other European corps 
in the service, and I am sure that the same brave and generous 
spirit actuates you.”—^^ This Address,” says Lord Minto, 
requires no comment; and I shall only observe, thatk is 
adduced as one example of the means employed habitually by 
Lieutenant Genetal Macdowall to foment diseontiant in the 

" Army^ 
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Armyi and to ex&lt his own popularity mth that body, at the 
y expeuce of the most obvious duties of his station, and inte- 
rests of the public. It affords also a very clear specimen of 
** the practices imputed to him on the tour he was then making 
** to the several stations of the Army.” 

The view with which these evidences arc brought foiward, it 
thus explained by the Governor General : The deliberate "mien- 
** tion of Lieutenant General Macdowall to make the Army an 
instrument of opposition and disturbance to the Goveniinent 
of Fort St George, form so remarkable a feature, and proved 
so operative a cause in the events under review, that 1 feel the 
** propriety of establishing so material a point, before 1 enter 
** on the discussion to which they gave rise.*’ 

Of the truth of the fact here illustrated, we have long been 
thoroughly convinced, from the whole tcriour of the Madras 
advices and records j but the lAissents wc arc called to answer, 
require us to insist upon it ; and it is satisfaetoiyr to find it con* 
firmed by new proofs. It was immediately after the return of 
General Macdowall from the different Army-stations, to Madras, 
in the beginning of January 1809, that the disputes between 
him and the Government commenced. Till then, let it be again 
remarked, no public coiitrovei>y had ariseu between the Go- 
vernment and the Commander in Chief, or between the Govem- 
ment and the Army. No act of Sir George Barlow’s towards 
the Army was at this time complained of not a single instance 
even of uucourteous behaviour on his part towards the Commander 
in Chief is mentioned : whilst, ou the other hand, the pronencss 
of that Officer, from the beginning, to take oOcnee is visible. 

At this stage, therefore, it may be proper to advert to the The acrounts g:- 
account which the Dissents give of General Macdowall, in the cents'!!/ 
period through which we have been passing. Macdov.aU. 

Mr. Fattison draws the following contrast: “ Although Ge- 
neral Macdowall . was not appointed to Council, he was” 

(that iS| during the- temporary Government of Mr. Petrie) 
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quiet, and to all appearance resigned." " General Macdowall, 
^ on the part of the new Government^ meets with slights,". 
** fVho can avoid tracing the evils which ensued to their real source, 
Jisilnt ® Gtorge Barlow's harsh and unconeiliaiory character?" * 

General Macdowall's cordial support might have been gained 
by attention, civility and politeness.” “ At the head of the 
Army, pushed from 07ie step to another, he fell at last into 
J Baimg nnd sii ‘ which is Unpardonable/’ f Anotlier gentleman seems 
H. inghf aggjgjj the non-appointment of General Macdowall to a 

seat in Council, as one of the original causes of the evils; 
and he goes on to lay, ** It was but too true that General Mac- 
dowall bad been neglected by the Govenior on many occasions. 
" It had been the general practice of the service, and often 
■ directed from the Court, that the Governor should pay great 
attention to the recommendation from the Commander in 
Chief, upon all military promotions, and consult with him 
** upon military subjects. All Orders to the Army ought iicces- 
sarily to go tlirougli the Com^pander in Cliief : those necessary 
** and wholesome regulations the Governor entirely left' out of 
** his sight', and on many occasions seemed to wish ioMgrossthe 
power of Governor and Commander w Chief in his own per^ 

« Mr. F.iiJhni. ** 507?.” § 
stone'i P^sriu 
i5tli Uciubir iy09. 

. Wlicre, wc w^ould ask, arc the evidences of these comprehen-. 
si VC charges, or any part of them? The records, through the 
course of a whole year, from December 1807, to December 
1808, afibrd no fact that can be turned to such a purpose* 
These gentlemen have produced no fact. So far was General 
Macdow all, who did not know till the 3d November 1807, that 
the Commander in Chief was left out of Council, from being 
'' quiet and resigned,” as Mr. Pattison says, that he, imme- 
diately on receiving that knowledge; applied to General Hewitt 
for leave Xo proceed to Europe, Mr. Petrie being then Gover- 
nor. His Government continued only seven weeks ai'tcrw'ards, 
in w'hich little space General Macdowall, then new in tlie com- 
mand, bad not opportunity to act such a part as he subsequently 
did. At a time when General Macdowall made no complaint 
of w'^ant of attention; of no harshness or unconciliatory con- 
duct 



diict on the pait of the Governor, and m9 acting in confidence 
with him, to suppress insubordioation, he proceeded secretly 
to foment it. Was there any fair attention or civility ” with- 
in the Governor's poiver, which could gain or secure such a man? 
Did any act of the Governor's push him,*' amidst professed 
co’operatiol), to that species of counteraction which had a 
decisive effect on the conduct of the Army ? If the influence of 
Counsellor had been added to that of Commander in Chief, 
w'oiild it certainly Lave been better employed ? Mr. Elphin- 
slonc§ quotes one solitary case, in more aggravated terms than 
General Macdowall himself uses— the ordering of the Travan- 
core expedition, without previously or fully consulting him. 
Mr. Pattisoii || uses the expression of " troops ordered to march 

without his knowledge," with a double note of astonish- 
ment : as if the bare idea carried in it its own condemnation $ 
as if it had been the cause of the evils that ensued ; and as 
these, amongst the other evils, proceeded from Sir George 
Barlow’s ** harsh and unconciliatory rharacter." This is the 
only spbcific complaint of neglect adduced by General Mac- 
dowull himself. On all the other occasions of military equip- 
ments, during General Macdowall’s command, his opinion was 
taken, and the details committed to him, Jlis complaint on 
this, is answered by tli<^ Govenimeut in the most solid and 
satisfactory manner. 

From reading the two Dissents just quoted, it might be 
supposed, that General Macdowall was present at Fort St, 
George, was wantonly passed over, and this from harshness and' 
iniconciliation in Sir G. Barlow, The fact is proved to be, 
that General Macdowall was in the Koithcrn Circars, far dis- 
tant from the Presidency ; that instant dispatch w^as most im- 
portant } tlie delay of corresponding with the Commander in 
Chief hazardous to the whole object ; and that no temper of 
Sir G. Barlow’s, but the necessity of the public service, in- 
duced tlie immediate commencement of operations, of which, 
hoit^ver, at the same moment, full information w^as sent to 
the Commander in Chief. When these operations, after being 
^u^peuded, w^ere resumed, he had returned to the Presidency, 

but 
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Imt never went near the Governor, The Governor, therefore, 
conld not well have a personal conference with him •, but he 
sent the Chief Secretary, Mr. Buchan, to him, with all the 
papers and communications respecting Travaticore ; upon which 
he gave his sentiments at large; and the CMRcer ultimately placed 
in the command of the expedition, was appointed Expressly on 
his representation. The letters between him and the Govern-' 
ment on these 8ubjects>* mark his extreme disrespect (to use no 
stronger term) and their exceeding forbearance. Throughout 
the year, let it be again- observed, this affair of the Travancore 
expedition, is the only one concerning which he made any 
specific complaint ; a fact from which, iw his temper of mind, 
it may be fairly implied, that he had no other charge to bnng 
forward. With the exception of this distorted article, all the 
charges just quoted from the Dissents arc were assertionst. They 
are unsupported by proof, indeed opposed by it: they have 
nothing in (hem of the nature of argument, and ought there- 
fore to be wholly laid aside in forming a true judgment. 
General Macdowall appears to have' returned to the Presidency 
from Masulipatam, early, in January 180D. He had adopted 
and inflamed the pretensions and discontents of the Army j he 
had iinpreguatod them with his own, and with a sj>irit of 
disregard and contempt towards the Government. He had de- 
termined to embark for Europe, and, as his conduct proves, 
to keep no measures with the Government ; for Lord Minto 
states,! that on his return, he abstained altogether from any 
** communication with Sir G. Barlow, neglecHng, or rather 
systematically refraining from common visits of ceremony, 
and withholding the most usual observances of exterior 
respect due to his station.” 

We approach now, to those public official acta of hii, which 
directly attacked the authority of Govcrnment> ami brought 
into practical question, its supremacy over the military body ; 
out of which acta sprung the evrata tliat immediately' preceded 
the revolt. Under the first head may be enumerated : 


The aiTest of' Lieutenant Colonel Hintro, Quartcriinastcar 

General, 



General^ in order to be tried for an o£k'ial opinion dcUvcied by 
liim in 1807, relative to the Tent Contract : 

The presentation and warm rccommcndatiom by Genera) 

Macdowall, of a Memorial from the officers of the Army to the 
Court of Directors, containiug a variety of claims, and among 
others, the rigiit of having the Commander in Chief in Council 
as their representative : 

The censure of Lieutenant Colonel Munro, and virtually of 
the Government itself, in a General Order addressed to the 
Army, for bis successful appeal to Government, to be delivered 
from arrest ; and. 

The address of General Macdowall to the Army, on his 
quitting the command of it ^ in which he arraigns the conduct 
of the executive body of the Company. 

Under the second head the more important articles arc : andofthf event 

The release of Lieutenant Colonel Munro from arrest, by the 
Government : 

The dismission of Lieutenant General Macdowall, Commander 
fft Chief, and of Lieutenant Colonel Capper and of Major 
Boles, Adjutant and Deputy Adjutant General, fromtlieir les* 
pective situations, for circulating the Address to the Army, 
censuring Lieutenant Colonel Munro, and the Government 
througl) him : 

The Government General Order of the 1st May 1809, sus- 
pending certain Officers, for being concerned in prepaiing and 
circulating a seditious Memorial or Remonstrance to the Go- 
vernor General, and a seditious Addfess to Major Boks ; 

The public acts of the Hydrabad Subsidwry Force, rejecting 
the compliment paid them by Government on the 1st of May, 
declaring their participation in the sentiments of the disaffect- 
ed Oflicera, tmd their intention to' separate themsdivea from 

the 
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the authority of Gojernment, unless the General Order of the 
1st May was rescinded : 

The open revolt of the Garrison of Masuiipatam : 

The publication by the Hydrabad Force, to the Government 
and the Army, of what they called their Ultimatum, requiring 
the revocation of the General Order of 1st May j the restora- 
tion of all Officers who had been removed ; add an amnesty for 
the whole Army : 

The open rebellion of the troops at Hydrabad and Scringa- 
patam : 

The establishment of an organized system of combination 
throughout the greatest part of the Company’s Madras Arin)v 
for subverting the authority of Government by force of arms ; 
and. 

The requisition by Goverament, on the 26t]i July, of a test 
of loyalty from the Officers, in order to discriminate the ene- 
mies of Government from the well affected 

It is not our intention to enter particularly into the history, 
or the merits of these various transactions. This is already 
done in the Indian dispatches and consultations received from 
the Presidency of Fort St. George, from the Supreme Go- 
vernment, and from the G.wernor General j and in the answers 
sent to those dispatches by the Court of Directors, with the 
sanction of the Board of Commissioners, acting, as Ao doubt 
they disl in so momentous a case, with the approbation of HU 
Majesty’s Government. We have from conviction ahd duty 
approved and supported the. principles, the reasonings, the decU 
sions contained in those answers, from the authority which is 
supreme in the Government of India, upon all the matters in 
dispute between General Macdowall and the Madras Officers oa 
the one hand, and the Go\einments of Fort '^St. George 
and Bengal on the other, and also upon conduct of 

those 
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those sevprnl parties. ' TIic' arlrrimcnts *^an(l the pnIvUt.- 
ct‘s on whirh the Court h:iv'C fonnilcfl their decisions, ’v;e 
have a right to oon^idcr as v.did, until they are refuted or are 
overpowered by other aiyunicnts and evidences. But we pre- tnaf^'d 

sumc to say, that this is not done in the Dissents before us, in 
respect to the causes wh;r!i produced the revolt, and to the con- 
duct of the parties concerned ; neither does this method appear 
to be proposed in them. They do not discuss the arguments and 
reasonings of the Court j they <lo not invalidate the evidence on 
which the Court have proceeded, nor prose that it has been 
unfairly u'^ed j nor do they introduce opposing evidence. They 
assign certain grounds of dissent, and those grounds, as far as 
they relate to the causes of revolt, (of which wo now speak) are 
slated very much in the way of opinions, wdiicli, however strongly 
they may be delivered, are not entitled to claim the assent of 
others, unless the premises of facts or principles, on which they 
are founded, and the conclu'^ions justly deduciblc from them, 
are exhibited, ami are found to warrant such i claim. Nor will 
as.sent be more readily yielded, if the langiugc of passion or de- 
clamation is used, and if the opinions arc opposed by a great 
jnnjority of the constituted authorities in KngbnJ and iu India. 

Such ceitainly is the case here; therefore the arguments em- 
ployed by the Court, (of which we were concurring menjbers) 
w^e are entitled to have con'iidered as part of this defence, equally 
as if they were specified in it. And we may likewise claim the 
benefit of the luminous writings of the Governments of Bengal s’** I I’ll \ 
and Foil St. George, particulary of those noted in the margin, u,1m ui 
upon the insubordination and revolt of tlic ALulras Gilieers. lor^ wai.i ' 

1 J'.'i l-l. , 12 Oil., 

Writings, many of which; though pioduced in times of great "f';;,, r to 
disorder and peril, are, in our opinion, in reasoning, temper, 
and cornpositien, surpassed by no State Papers on the records 

- - Do rnos ircHoia) 

of the Company. ouui. i Ma^.iew. 
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In opposition to the tenour of the voluminous official docu- 
ments and evidences from India, and the conclihions lormed 
from them by the authorities in this countiy, it is we must be 
allosYcd'to rep^t, the main scope of the Dissents to muiiitain, 
that all the evils w'hich have occurred in the Madras Army, and 
f esp^'cially 
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e<H)^ciaIly the revolt, have been wholly, or chiefly, occasiotied 
by the temper an«l the mcfigiires of SirGeorgfe Barlow. Although 
the numerous evidences and arguments to which wc have already 
appealed, leave, ns we conceive, no room for the further main- 
tenance of this doctrine, and it is lest easy to argue against mere 
assertions, yet we shall beg leave to offer some remarks upon it. 
Thii is certainly the language of many of the guilty Ofllccrs and 
their abettors. It is the only plea which it is possible to us« 
for thtMD. Jt is the plea by which numbers still hope to procure 
impunity to themselves, and disgrace to the Government they 
have opposed But how carcfuliy and impartially ought all 
existing evidence to be weighed, beftirc this conclusion is fornied. 
If wrong, it treats with tlie most cruel injustice those, who, by 
their wisdom and fortitude, have saved an empire ; it extenuates 
the criminality of soldiers who have turned cheir arms against 
their Employers and their Country j it encourages insiibordina'* 
tion, and discourages future resistance to it. 

«« This proposition seems to assume, that the Officers were, by 
the mmcdkUe impulse of pfrovocation, transported from a settled 
state of contentment, to a state of insubordination. The ciTor 
of this proposition has been demonstrated. The proposition 
seems also to imply, that a revolt was the greatest possible evil; 
•—there was, however, in our opinion, a greater possible evil— 
the timid, weak submission of G(>\eniinent, to military contitml 
and usurpahun. Tlic prevalence of such a power would have 
subverted the Civil Government, and forced us at length, under 
accunudattd disadvantages, to contend by arms for the re-esta- 
blishme.it of legitimate authority. It seems to be taken for 
granted m the Dissents, that it any act of Government was 
niadic by the Officers m occamn of insubordination or revolt, 
tint act li.iist necessarily have been wrong. But the measure 
iiuist be judged of by all the circumstances as they appeared at 
the time. Jt might have been dictated by duty, or have been 
unavoidable. 

ITie crisis arrived when the Government bad only to make 
its election between submission to the Ainiiy> and contest with 

it. 
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it. Will it be laid tliat the OovennBetit ought to h-m 
chosen submissioa ? The Dissents do not affirm this (though 
something taiitanjount to Jt has been said elscwJiere) j but they 
direll in so unqualified a way upon the evils of harsh measures, 
and the want of conciliation, as to leave one of two things, or 
perhaps both, to be inferred, that the autliors would have 
sleemed large concessions preferable to the cojJtinuaiiee of a con- 
test; or think that both concessions and contest might have 
been avoided by a conciliatory spirit and conduct in Sir G. Bar- 
low. As to the first point, we conceive it has been proved in 
the writings already quoted,’^ and is evident from the nature of 
things, that concession would, in effiect, have been submission. 
With regard to conciliation, it is a topic upon which a great 
deal has been said, but said, as we think, without either due 
proof or explanation. The Dissents, the writings of Mr. Petrie, 
and all the publications which have appeared in behalf of the 
Officers, are full of this topic. All concur in charging Sir G. 
Barlow with the want of mneiKation, and in mfliutairiing, ei- 
tlicr that this want occasioned many of the evils which ensued, 
or, what is much the sanou:, that the exercise of conciliation 
would have prevented them. Either way the question is begged, 
and what is advanced on this head rmkes itself into viaiier of 
opinion. Where tlie inquiry is concerning the causes of a most 
momentous event, and the conduct and character of a great 
public officer, surely more is requisite. The language held re- 
specting conciliatibn, conveys no idea of limit cither in the 
exercise of it, ov in its efficacy. But are we to suppose the one 
or the other niay be unbounded ? Might not an Amiy be .so 
confederated, and iktcrmincd to obtain certain objects from the 
Government, as tliat no pei’r^onal courtesy and civility, on the 
part of the Governor, could soothe and cliarm them from their 
pinpose ? And might not a Governor, with the most conciliating 
disposition, be enforced, by his instructions and hi.s duty, to 
oppose their demands, even at the hazard of irritating them, 
and becoming unpopular with them? These points should be 
weighed and settled before the doctrine of conciliation is applied, 
especially after the solemn declarations repeatedly made by feir 
G, Barlow and the ICadras Coveinment, ** We observe with 
j 2 coiicei’ii/'' 



36 ‘ 

SI jaJaTiy liT' concern,” say they,t “that the Commamlcr in Chief has 
“ conveyed his sentiments in terras unusual in public correspon- 
“ dence, and with disrespect to the authority of Government. 

But we consider it our duty to abstain as much as possible 
" from controversial discussion of this nature j and we trust 
** that our desire to evince every possible respect for the station 
of the Commander in Chief, Mull be apparent.” See also 
their strong profession to the same effect, on occasion of tlie 
j cen^r u ordrr, an est of Licutcoant Colonel Munro. t 

6 lil)iuai> 1809. 

Certainly m^c ought no longer to be loft to vague generalities 

Tnquiryhnu'cof- on this Subject, or to unlimited accusations standing not on 

Aii-r ' /"r-’ nv assertions and conjectures. \Vc wish particularly 

phrd VI titr .sf- <o obtain some definite idea of the maiiuer in which the iiononr- 

able aullujrs of the Dissents \vould have had conciliation practi- 

I'litj uv'>n' '‘f cj^iiy eniplovcd in the different questions that arose between the 
ihnn hi ihil ^ ^ 

f . ,!. Madras Government and the Army, and of the extent to^whicli 

they think that, under all exisfiug circumstances, it should have 
been cairicd, or that Sir G. Barlow, coiisiNtently with his duty, 
could have carried it. Lot us turn to the commencement of their 
disputes, and place ourselves on the scene as it then stood. The 
n- linn, f fii^jt (jue^lion that arose was concerning the arrest of Lieutenant 
y Colonel Munro, w’hich happened about the 20ih January ISi,'!). 
Cru .U'/M - Until this time, it should be once moie remaiked, there had 

* ^ matter of coiitioversy between the Array and the Go- 

vcniment since the accession of Sir G. Barlow ^ but we have 
seen what the conduct of General Macdowall had been through 
the last half of the preceding year. What he Had stated in tlie 
monili of May of that year, to the Governor, was then still 
more ■•mphalically true, and by his own means, — “ that the 
** seeds of discontent were very widely disseminated ; *’ and that 
** the spirit of remousliaucc extended further ” than the (io- 
\crn()r was aware ufj so that the Army, who,” as he said, 
'' had fonneily gained so many points by representation,” were 
combined to bring forv^ nd, under his auspices, ami strengthemd 
by his public sanction and recommendation, not only the one 
claim s^'hich he had before ostensibly discouraged, but a variety 
of claims, and among them a seat in Comicil for tJa Bepre- 

•• 'Cit:'!!'. i 



'• scutative of ihc iirniy." (umcimI MicdowaU’s drlilirrate 
intention/’ (^to rvriii- to the words of Lord Minto) “ to 
make the Army an instrument of opposition and (li..tuvbar\ce 
to the Govenimtmt/’ is manifested by what lie had done* 
and by the fuither measures he pursued. 

Tlie fiist of tlicsc was the trial of Lieutenant Colonel Miinro, 
who had advised the abolition of the Tent Contract ,• by whicli 
tiial the Army noiild be "ratified, and the Government affront- 
ed and degraded. The case h stated and discussed in the Court’s 
letter to Fort St. George, of liitli September ISO.9. Never 
was there one more clear, nor a proceeding more plainly fac- 
tions and insubordinate. For using some expressions perfectly 
fair In general reasoning, according to the principles of huniau 
nature, in a confidential opinion, which the duty of his office 
and the injunction of the C’oiuinander in Chief ret|uired liim to 
give, rc'-pccting the operation of the Tent Contract, Colonel 
jVJunro was a year and a half aftei wards arraigned, by a num- 
ber of Officcis conimaiKling native corp-?, of false insinuations 
iiijurions to their characters. JSir J. Cradock, the late (Join- 
iinnder in Chief, had adopted his opinion ; two (iovernments 
of M.uIms preceding Sir G, Barlow’s time, and the Su[ueme 
Gowrament, apjiroved of it j and his plan of abolition \va^ 
cairied luio e.\ecutioii. ’rhese authorities had made the whole 
their own measure. But, “ aided by collateral circiaust.iiicrs', 
(lie adoption of the improved sy>'tem ha.l excited a great 
degree of cliimour in the Army, and the Quarter-master 
(icneral was cIiommi as the object of obhiony ” Now it was 
pjoposed by the accusers and Cieiieiai ?.I.ieil«ivKill, altinnigli the 
words were evidently wdiliin llie natural scope of oi'licial discu«- 
iion, and Colonel Munro had disavowed all intention oi rclleet- 
ing on any individual, that he, a eonfidential Staff Oniecr, for 
fin act W'liicli the discharges of his boundeii duly accoidhig lo 
Ills conscience demanded ot him, should be broughr to the 
ignominy of a public (iLd ^ and Geneial Mardowail, without 
even appiisi’^g the Governmeiit, urtually put him undci anc^t 
tor that purpose, idfhougli he liad h<TU jireviousiy informed by 
ilie Judge Advocate General, hia legal whose u])iin ' U 
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ht hnd rcquirerl, tfistt the charj»(*s ^rerc of nil illegal tiJfturc. 
Tliis was at once to s.trike at all fKlelity in Staff Olfifti's, and to 
Vring the measure’* r>f Goieri'innit before a militm-y tribHnal for 
'decision. Tlio Advocate General aUy, whose opinion (7n the 
case had been required by Government, staled that Lieutenant 
Colonel Miinro was entitled to their decided support. The 
Officci-s themselves state in a Memorial to the Government, on 
heafi'ing tli* ir proceeding was illegal, that they solicited the 
charge might be mpendedj but Geru'ial Macilow^all has said 
that he had not seen that Bfcmorial, when on the 20ih January, 
he directed Lieutenant Colonel Munro to be put imdc urre'-t. 
The letter, bowev^-r, of the Officers, to the Adjutant General, 
conveying that Memorial to the Commander in Chief, is dated 
in December. The Government used all the endeavours they 
could, to prevent General Macdowall from persisting. Never- 
theless he icfu<?cd, w’ith very aggravating circumstances, to 
release Lieutenant Colonel xMunro. AVhat were the Goverrh- 
ment to do in this case ? It may be said, to conciliate. ** It 
“ W'as the w’ish and endeavour,” they affirm, of the Gover- 
nor and Council, lo effect this object,” (the removal of the 
arrest) by every means of conciliation and explanation 
but their efforts were fruitless. Were they then not only to 
abandon to persecution and the shame of a public trial, a most 
Hieritorious and confidential public Officer, for the performance 
of his duty, but to submit their own acts to the judgment of a 
tribunal o*‘ their Officers ? This was the question they had to 
decide upon, but not the only question depending. The pro- 
ceeding W'as plainly the work of militaiy combination, directed 
against the authority and dignity of Government itself, and its 
success would certainly encourage other attacks. They weic 
forced, therefore, to act here, as in several following instances, 
In their mn defence. ** We should not,” say they to the 
• General >ttw Court\ ill oidinai 7 circumstances, liavc adopted a measure 

JAimury ^ * 

" of this nature, but we arc satisfied that a more fatal shock to 
•' the pubKc authority could not have been* experienced than in 
permitting the charges which had been preferred by the 
*' Commander in Chief against Lieutenant Colonel Munro, 

« to be brought under the investigation of a Ccurt Martial. 

Tlii‘ 



39 

This measure would have involved in its iouncdiafe effect, 
under circumstances of the most offensive nature, the de- 
gradation of the public acts and character of the Govern* 
luent, the annihilation of all ponfidcuce on the part of its 
** public Officers, and the utter confusion of the departments 
” under its authority,” 

Colonel Bannerman is the only Member of the Court who 
has maintained lliat this proceeding of the Government was 
contrary to law, founding hU opinion on the Act of 27th Geo. 
II. The discussion between the Colonel and us, of a legal 
point, would perhaps not entirely settle it. But he has not 
answered, and we apprehend will find it impossible to answer, 
tlie following opinion of the Court, on the demand of a 
combined number of OJiars, for a Court Martial on Colonel 
Munro. f 

'' Para. 13. If any Offner thought himself alluded to or 
aggiieved by any thing that Colonel Munro had >ai(l, he 
“ might easily have repelled the supposed imputation by de* 
“ mandiiig that, if he were suspected, he should be brought to 
“ trial upon it. Government would then cither have granfted 
** a Court Martial, or would have officially and publicly de- 
dared, that no imputation rested upon such Officer.” 

14. Each individual Officer would have had an umlouhted 
** right to have demanded such a clearance or trial for liitnseif; 
** hut an Officer in command of one particular corps cannot* 
** in the uaturc of things, undertake to answer for the conduct 
of an Officer in command of another corps, far removed, 
'' perliaps, from his possible observation ; much less for a whole 
body of such Officers so circumstanced.” 

15. The chameter of each individual must be distitmt 
** and particular, and a combination, therefore, of many 
Officers, to repel insinuations (supposing such to have been 
** advanced) against unnamed individuals of their body or class, 
respecting whoae conduct the personal knowledge of the 

“ Members, 


01 ifTvati.tns in 
the DiS'^rnls }//)• 
on the ejftnrs of 
Luut. Cohnd 
Mun'O. a'ld/i'i- 
swers lo then. 


tG'.ncral 



40 

IMembcr^j .generally, of that body^ could not enable them to 
** speak, does not seem to be founded ip any principle of 
” otpiity j nor \^'ould it be justified by alleging that gencTal 
insimiations against the whole body^ but pointing to no 
Oflicev by name, could not be met in any other manner; 
for the obvious coni^e to be followed in that case would 
still be, tint every iudi\idiial Ollicer conceived his 
character to be bronglit into question, should desire to have 
his own conduct separately investigated.” 

“ 16. But we arc the more astonished at their proceedings, 
'' when we consider the expressions which have been assigned 
“ as the ground of the charge. Detached as they have been 
from their context, they still appear to ns to be couched in 
'' the usual style of official discu^sion : and to be as far from 
conveying any imputation agaiiht iiidi\idiml (Inractcrs, as 
the Minutes of Sir J. Cradoek and Mr. Petrie, by which 
** the plan was supported. But u hen they are considered, as 
'' they actually stand in the Paper prepared by Colonel Munro, 
as forming a part of the chain of reasoning founded upon 
** general principles, it appears to us, that no inference can 
** fairly be drawn from them unfavorable to the chaiacter of the 
Madras Army.” 

To us these rcraaiks alone appear conclusive against granting 
the Court Martial iu question, and therefore against the 
legalittj of the (irn"it-, but on the general questimi, of the 
power of Government to removi* arrests, it is fair to refer to 
the very eble opinion of the Judge Advocate General of ]\radras, 
supported by that of the Advocate General, which maintain the 
legality of it. The Indian Governments arc iu the general 
practice of ordering Officers under arrest ; and their right to 
release is understood by the Judge Advocate to be a received 
prindple in the Army. It Is certain, that long after tlie Act of 
George H,. that is, in 1783, the Government of Madras' exer- 
cised the power of removing an arrest imposed by the King’s 
• Cfti. sfcri.ng. Commander in Chief upon a A'iwg’s fifficcr. * „ Jlie Judge Ad- 
ry voc 0 tc mentioHS also a case where two Officers had been recently 

icloadud 
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released by the Bengal GoYernment^ from tm arrest, under whiA 
they had been placed by the Commander in Chief of that Army; 
and however the Act of George II. (passed before our acquIsU 
tion of territorial dominion in India) may have been intended, we 
conceive that it must merge in the very large and comprehensive 
powers given to the Company’s Governments by the Acts of 
1784 and 1793, in all matters, military as well us civil. 

Colonel Bannerman says, '' it might be a distinct and aggra« 
vated ground of accusation,” that the " insinuations’* and 
** aspersions” contained in Colonel Munro's Report, were 
adopted by Government as their own ; and that it is wretched 
sophistry to contend that, because a public act has been founded 
in '' calumny,” therefore the ** calumny ” ceases to be such. 

But in all these remarks he evidently heg$ the old question. Tt is 
denied that there is any insinuation, aspersion, or calumny, 
actual or intended, in the Report. Colonel Munro has dis- 
avowed all intention of reflecting* on the Officers. Government 
have declared, that under any correct construction, no oftensive 
meaning can be attach^ to the words used by him. 

Mr. Elphinstone and Mr, Pattison charge Sir G. Barlow with 
having brought Colonel Munro’s Report " most unnecessarily 
out of the secret Records, and delivered it to the Adjutant 
General.”* Hence,” says Mr. Pattison, sprung the Not<?.-Had the 
** fatal feuds between Colonel Munro and the Officers.” The ed. hese Oen- 

^ vould have 

fact, however, is, that Colonel Munro’s proposition for abolish- ; 
iog the Tent Contract, after having been referred to Govern- 
nicnt, w'as submitted to the examination of some Officers of 
talents and experience, and, on receiving their concurrentfe, cornmnniCrttioii of 
adopted by Lord VV. Bentinck, referred to the Supreme Goverh- 
ment in the Public Department, and in the time of Mr. Petrie, 
entered on the ConstiUaliom in the Public Department on the 7th 
October 1807, and transmitted to the Court of Directoi*s with 
the public letter of 2Ut October 1807. To suppose, therefore, 
that from the period of all this publicity, which took plat^ik 
before the ariixal of Sir G. Barlow, the paper could remaitf a 
lecwt to the Officers^ ^ {if indeed it was not know’n to thfcm still 
c earlier 
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uglier,) would be altogether idle. But wc have the account of 
this matter unfolded in Lord Minto’s last dispatch. According 
to the infonnatinn given to him by Colonel Munro, (who would 
hardly venture to state, on such a point, what he could not 
substantiate,) Colonel Capper, Adjutant General, the intimate 
friend of General Macdowall, forwarded to several Officers in 
his own -and General Macdowall's confidence, all the passages 
in Colonel Muiiro’s Beport, that could be construed into an 
offence to the Army ^ and these passages were soon transmitted 
by the Officers, two of whom were Colonel Vesey and Colonel 
Sentleger, to the Commander in Chief, with a demand for jus- 
tice, &c. This points distinctly to the confidential friend of 
General Macdowall, as the source of this business ; and General 
Macdowall’s refusal, as will be seen afterwards, to receive a 
public disavowal from Colonel Munro, of the sense put on his 
words, wliicli must have stopped the w’hole proceeding, gives 
him the appearance of being a party in the design. It was not 
till the month of June 1808,* eight months after Colonel 
Munro’s paper had been a public documentt and when the Com- 
mander in Chief liad decidedly adopted and fomented the discon- 
tents of the Army, that the idea of aitaigning Colonel Munro 
was agitated : and it was three months more before charges 
against him were brought forward. Mr. Elphinstone’s repre- 
sentation, therefore, that the Officers acted on coming to the 
knowledge of the paper,— that they took fire'* as on ii sudden 
discovery, and demanded a Court Martial, is not only wholly 
unsupported by evidence, but opposed by it. Some other view's 
W’hich he gives relative to this matter may also be noticed. He 
says Colonel Munro intended the agency of the new system of 
tent provisioli for himself. We presume he infers this because 
the new plan proposed to charge the Government with the pro- 
vision of teot equipage, and it migiit hence fall within the pro- 
vince ot the Quarter-master General j but the plan no where 
points to any salary or emolument for the superintendence of that 
business;' and it is unw'arrantable to insinuate, without the least 
evidence, that an Officer ot distinguished character was influenced 
by private motives in recomnieiidiiig a great public measure. 
The honourable MViter forgot, on this occasion, that he was, 

at 
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at the moment of wi-iting'these words^ trwting witb.tendciiiaA 
the complaint of Officers who^ only on a construction of general 
expressions, alleged themselves to be aggrieved he forgot too 
his own rule of adhering to the public records ; and unhappily 
the Dissents before us furnish very numerous instances of the 
same nature, without supplying the want of public proofs by 
any satisfactory private evidence. But, on the other hand, JiJU*. 
Elphinstone thinks " General Macdovvall might have had many 
'' good and substantial reasons for what he did, urliich we as 
yet know not.'’ It is to he presumed, then, that the reasons 
he publicly recorded in his letter of the 25th January 1809, 
were not thought by him “ the best reasons,” and that he re- 
served till he came home, reasons " good and substantial,” for 
a body too, with whom he would not condescend to have fur- 
ther explanation ? Mr. Elphinstone says. General Macdowall 
seemed desirous to prevent a Court Martial, and declined it to 
the Officers individually. It appears, however, from the facts, 
that his objection was not to a Court Martial, but to individual 
application for one j which was, as .has been already shown, 
the only way wherein such a business could be taken up by him. 
" When,” says Mr. Elphinstone, ** a Court Martial was re- 
(picsted by 19 of the senior Officers, its complexion was 
'' entirely changed j ” which is most true, for then there was a 
combination, and a charge which it was impossible any one 
Officer could intelligently make on behalf of all the rest, ** But 
“ he (General Macdowall) still tiled to stave it off,” and ap- 
** plied to the Judge Advocate for his opinion.” Did he then, 
on being advised by that Officer, that the proceeding would be 
illegal, and on being strongly dissuaded by him to refrain from 
it, gladly avail himself of such authority, to put an end to it ? 
Quite the contrary. In defiance of this opinion of hi$ legal 
adviser, he persisted in bringing the charges forward. “ But 
“ he gave full time,” says Mr, Elphinstone, to the Goveni- 
" meat, to explain their sense of the Memorial t(f the (General, 
" and for him to have done it to the Officers j which would, in 
" all piobabilily, have had the desired effect ; and they had no 
'' reason to doubt, but he would have been as ready to have 
** done it upon ^this occasion us he had been upon a fovnier.: 

G 2 » but 
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but nothing of the kind was attempted." Whether the 
explanation of the sense of Government, or the Gencrar* 
readiness to conyey that explanation to the Officers, as on the 
former occasion (respecting the suppression of the Memorial for 
' Bengal allowances) would have had the desired effect, the ac- 
count already given of that former occasion may show. But 
he did not so much as inform the Government that a charge was 
preferred to him, against Colonel Munro, though it evidently 
involved a question concerning their acts. They were not .in- 
deed uninformed of the fact ; but, instead of interfering to tell 
him what was his duty, they concluded be would take due 
means to suppress such factious proceedings, and give the 
'' Quarter-master General the protection to which every public 
Officer was entitled in the performance of his duty.” How- 
ever, to the great surprise of Government, he even put (/oloncl 
Munro in arrest, without giving him any previous intimation. 
Still they thought the communication of their sentiments of the 
arrest, as ** contrary to the clearest principle of order and jus- 
tice,” would induce General Macdowall to remove it. So 
far from it, that he told them it was his intention to bring an 
additional charge against Lieutenant Colonel Munro, for having 
appealed to Government ; sidthout which appeal,” say they, 
we should have had no authentic information of the circum- 
stances of the case, until the conduct of Lieutenant Colonel 
Munro, and with it the proceedings and orders of the Go- 
vernment, had been brought before a Military Tiibiinal for 
decision.” But,” says Mr, Elphinstone, “ he gave fiill 
time to the Quarter-master General to explain nway the 
oflensive expressions : ” Even he would make no ad- 
•f" varices. ” Does General Macdowall himself insinuate any 
thing of this kind ? No } and as at the same moment that 
General Macdowall made the affair a public one. Colonel 
Munro publicly disavowed the injurious sense put upon his 
words, and Sid this still in time enough for General Mac- 
dowall to have acted upon this disavowal, had he been so 
disposed, the fair presumption is, that he made this disavowal 
personally to General Macdowall from the beginning. But we 
arc now relieved from conjecture in this inaU’er. Colonel 

MunrQ 
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Mtinro lia* stated to Lord Minto^ that oi\ first learning from 
General Macdowall, about the month of September, of the 
dissatisfaetion of the Officers on this score, he earnestly 
requested the General to permit him to address a letter to 
him, disavowing the meaning imputed to his words, which 
** they were never intended to express. General h^cdovi^ali 
refused his permission, as the Tent Contract, he said, was 
done away without his being consulted j” — a very inadequate 
season, for he was not Commander in Chief when the measure 
passed. Colonel Munro repeated the application without 
success j and Colonel Campbell, who, at his request, also 
** urged it, though of the General's family, was likewise re- 
fused.” The public disavowal made by Colonel Munro is in 
these words : that " in preparing the Report upon the Tent 
Contract, nothing was more remote from his mind than to 
state a sentiment in any respect adverse to the honour, in- 
** tegrity, and military virtue of any portion of the Officers of 
the Army .” — ** General Macdowall acted,” continues Mr. El- 
phinstone, with great coolness and deliberation, very unlike 
a man wishing to promote discontent or disaffection.” ** Af- 
ter so long time for deliberation and conciliation, he ordered 
** the Quarter- master General under arrest j and from that 
moment we hear the heaviest accusations of the General.” 
Whatever coolness and deliberation he might have used, it was 
clearly not in view to conciliation 3 for he neither communi* 
rated the charges to the Govcmnient, nor his intention to pro- 
ceed to the arrest 5 neither would he remove the arrest at their 
request, though Colonel Munro had previously made the public 
declardtioii just quoted 5 nor offer any acknowledgment for a 
wanton, indecent attack on Government, in a public letter to 
Colonel Munro. An observation of Lord Minto's is so apposite 
here, tliat wc cannot avoid quoting it. 'Mf General Mac* 
dowall's not being consulted about the abolition of the Tent 
Contract, furnished an adequate reason for refusing to a 
pt!rson accused the common privilege of being heard in his 
justification, in order to avert a criminal prosecution, it was 
not thought sufficient by General Macdowall to prevent him 

from 
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'' from interfering nnich more deepiy and efficaciously in the 
** afikir of the Tent Contract^ by placing Lieut. Col. Munro in 
arrest upon the very accusation^ in an earlier stage of which 
affair he had employed that pretext for suppressing an expla- 
nation which must have precluded the whole proceeding.** 
Was he j^erc " pushed on from stej} to step," as has been said 
for him specifically in one Dissent, and virtually in most of 
them ? Or did he, against all dissuasion and remonstrance, 
persist to set a firebrand, just as Ije was quitting the scene> 
to that mass of combustibles which he so well knew had 
been before collected ? The accusations from that moment** 
brought against General Macdowall, are only of public noto- 
rious acts which the Government could not tolerate or overlook. 
Their having forborne till then to record any animadversion on 
his conduct, though they could not have been ignorant of tli<i 
part he was acting in the Army, especially after his public 
Address to the European regiment at Masulipatam, does not 
look like severity or harshiiesi of disposition. In respect to 
the arrest, the history of that affair must demonstrate that the 
want of conciliation did not lie on their part, and supports the 
declaration made by Government to the Army soon after, on 
the ()ih Februaiy 1^09. ** It was the wish, it was the earnest 

** endeavour of the Governor in Council to effect this object,'* 
(the prevention of the evils which bringing Colonel Munro to 
trial would have occasioned,) by every means of conciliation 
** and explanation j but such meons having been used in vain, 

“ and even repelled under circumstances highly offensive, no 
alternative remained but that of conveying a specific order 
for the removal of the arrest.** 

Wc have dwelt the longer on this first subject, to shew that 
there is not the least ground for charging any thing to the want 
of conciliation on the part of the Government ; but abundant 
proof of a spirit of animosity and faction on the other side 5 and 
wc have wished also to give a .specimen of the way in tvdiicli, 
generally, the Dissents comment on the conduct 6 f the 6 ne 
party and the other. The limits wc must preseribe to ourselves, 

• ' 'will 
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will not allow as to follmv, with tbe4ame detail of observa- 
tioHi the vi^rs given in those Papers of the subsequent events, 
to which we now proceed. 

Whilst the affair of Colonel Munro's arrest was yet pending, Memorial from. 

General Macdowall, on the 23d January, transmitted to Go- [rL!muZ^\y 

vernmeiit a Memorial from the Officers of the Madras Army to Oen.Maoiowail 

« 1 . * CwtinmenL 

the Court of Directors, complaining of many alleged grievances 
— their state of banishment, their poverty and prospects — the 
abolition of the Dazar allowances, full batta, and the Tent Con- 
tract — the inequality of their allowances, to those of Bengal — 
and the '' Representative of the Army, the Commander in 

Chief,” being deprived of his osual power, and seat in 
Council, &c. This last point is urged with peculiar earnestness ; 
and whilst the tenour of the Memorial seems to point to very 
general redress, they distinctly claim the restoration of the 
profits of ’'the Bazar fund, and to be placed perinaneft|)y on the 
same allowances as the Bengal Army, as their just rights, 

■\\Tien the Memorial projected in May, which had for its 
object only the obtainment of Bengal allowances, is compared 
with the present, it will be evident that some powerful influence 
must have operated upon the minds of the Officers, to woik 
them up to such an unprecedented representation. It should be 
observed, that not one of the articles of grievance set forth in 
it, originated with Sir G. Barlow. It condemns the acts of 
preceding Governments, ratified by the Supreme Government 
and the Court of Directors. It claims certain allowances as 
matter oj right ^ it interferes with the prerogative of the Court 
of Directors, in framing the Civil Govcniraenr, requiring a 
scat in Council for the Representative of the Army j” thus 
incorporating the cause of General ISIacdowall with their own j 
and all this is done at a mouicut (we must be pardoned for repe- 
titions) when the well-known exigencies of the Company had 
imperiously demanded a very general reduction in their expendi- 
ture— -wlien the resentment of General Macdowall against the 
Court of Directors,' atid his hostility to the actual Government 
of Madras, wer® notorious — and when the Govcrnmcr.l had 

been 
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httn deliberately attacked by the arrest of Colonel Mun^. 
And all this was done by combination, in direct violation of the 
general regulation of which the Officers had been reminded by 
the circular letter of May. 

After reviewing the different subjects of this Memorial^ and 
what has been said on them from India^ and by the Court of 
Directors in the letter to Fort St. George*, and after consider'- 

• or isth Sept. , . ^ j 

t<o9. ing the time and manner in which it was brought forward, 

hardly any one will be disposed to maintain that it is not 
animated by a vehement spirit of insubordination and encroach- 
ment 3 neither will it be contended that, if General Macdowail’s 
part in this proceeding had been put wholly out of vieWt the 
Government could have done otherwise than express a decided 
disapprobation of it. 

But w^ it possible to consider it distinct from the share be 
took in it ? That share gave a new and alarming aspect to the 
whole — a combination between the Commander in Chief and the 
Officers of an Army, to press each other’s objects upon the Go- 
vernment — objects not to be yielded— and to endeavour to cany 
them by a general attack, in violation of all the rules of subor- 
dination ! And what an appearance docs General Macdowall 
make on this occasion ! lie who had, but eight months before, 
as his duty required, though the question was only about one 
of the many points now contended for by the Officers, warned 
them by a circular letter of the culpability of the course they 
were pursuing, and the obligation which would attach upon him 
to bring to punishment the leaders in such a proceeding, he 
now tomes forward, with the most indecent inconsistency and 
disregard of the duty of his high station, to abet all the 
discontt'iits of the Officers, and all the accumulations of their 
extravagant pretensions, '' to do every thing in his power 
“ to protect their rights md redress their grievances 3'* and with 
a plain intimation that the Govcrnriient will not be genenvs 
or Just if it does not also espouse their cause. It was not 
pos'^ible General Macdowall and the Army iliust not have been 
aware tiiat the Government could give no countenance to such 

a pro* 
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a pr^cwffing j that at was a of subordj- 

nation and positive rule, ^t it^^nips^fewptiinabl^ 

could have been chosen 3 and that Gencr^J ^acdowdU^ part in 

it was a flagrant insult to the Gorernnient. If tlic dovcrnnicat 

bad then proceeded to inflict punitoent, npon General Mac- 

nowall, and to expose to the Officers, in Geji&ai Orders, their 

Ihigbly hlameable conduct, they would certainly have still bee;i 

within the line which tbe case warranted 3 but they took tlic 

least notice of this proceeding that Was possible, compatibly 

with their duty. They only stated, in answer to the Cpumian- 

dcr in Chief, that they could not view the sentiments contained 

m the Memorial without extreme disapprobation, and that they 

would suspend the final disposal of that paper until it had been 

laid before the l^uprenie Goveruinenl— no notice whatever is 

taken of the conduct of General Macdowall. Does this look hoiv 

liJiS“Tbarshncss, severity, arbitrary, Oppressive proceeding, of 

which so much is said in (he Dissents ? Dike any desire to irri- applied m 

tatc or provoke, or to indulge an uncouciliatory spirit ? And we Mmunal, 

wish those who see in the proceeding of the Madras (xovera- 

ment, on this trying occasion, a want of conciliation, would be 

pleased to explain how that principle could otlierwisc have been 

applied here. Do they think it could have been hpped, that. 

solicitations on the part of Government, if such could have been 

used to indi\iduals, would have broken the confederacy ? ()!• 


that soothing speeches would have made the confeuijracy relin- 
quish tiieir objects > To expect miy thing of this sort argues, 
ih our opinion, a most erroneous conception of the very seiious 
nature of this case. This was not, as wc have remarked on 
another occasion, the sudden ebullition of a new impulse 3 it 
was the progress of a long existing principle, now much invigo- 
rated by additional influences, and grown tp a size truly formi- 
dable, l?he Government seem to have had a just idea of tbeir 
situa^qn and tiieir duty 3 and to have hud far higher and better 
objects than tie indulgence of tempers and humours of their 
own. They appear to have been sensible that there was dan- 
gcr, and that they .ought to maintain tiieir legitimate authority 
with temperate firmness. In our humble judgment, thia was 

U M I ‘ » • .’ "* ». .1 V 
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the true line of policy in their circumstances, and will be so in 
all similar cases in our Indian Governments. 

tt was the more necessary to act upon these principles at this 
crisis, because the miiitaiy faction, though the must formidable, 
was not the only one the Government had to guard against. 
FacOom in the There wcie also factions among the Civilians which, excited by 
fk^Lmmlnuf personal interests, wci'e most active in decrying the 

which strengih’ Government, and exceedingly increased the prejudices against 
hordinatxoT^lif ^^iirlow, Tlicsc, though in themselves less formidable, 
the MUiiary. the confidence of the military combination, and de- 

rived encouragement from it. With these it was natural that a 
man taking the line General Macdowall did, should fraternize 3 
and of the fact of his having done so, there is sufficient evi« 
(Icncc. 

We wislicil to advert in the briefest manner possible to these 
collateral circumstances, our main subject being amply sufficient 
for one paper ; but so much reference has been made to them 
in the Dissents,* and we think with such extreme incorrectness, 
that it becomes indispensable somewhat to enlarge our ^iew 
of them. 


* Mr. F-lpliin- 

8Uine*s DihhCiit, 
15 Oct. Mr. 
ratiibnii'sSlAiiiiI 
1810. 


The other Dh- We must begin, hotvever, with observing, Uiat it would now 
period dwell on unpopularity had accompanied Sir G. Barlow to Fort 

fy ** Minto’s late dispatch f we 

BarUiv, Were not apprised of this fact, nor prepared/or it, by the gene- 
kbti-ry character which, as far as our knowledge went, a long 

rara. lb. distinguished service in Bengal had established for 

jRfse of the vn- Sir G. Barlo^v. The cause, however, is highly to his honour— 
Marlow '* ^ faithful discharge of ungracious and unpopular, 

“ but sacred and essential duties, not nought or relished by 
himself, but cast, by circumstances peculiar to tjbc times, ou 
the period of his administration in Bengal.” This is a cause 
that should endear a servant to his employers; and it more intel- 
ligibly accounts for Sir G. Barlow’s unpopularity at Madras, than 
Ohervaiions on a reason assigned by Mr* Petrie—" his wishing, in almost every 

Mr. Pelne's ac- 


counl of th^t unpopularity. 


case. 
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case^ to make Bengal the standard of criterion for conduct- 
" ing the affairs of this Government*” * We do not diboover * statemont p 
on the records, nor have we heard from any other quarter, of 
any material change made by Sir G. Barlow, in the manner of 
transacting the public business. > It is sufficiently understood, 
that the earlier establishment and longer practice of the Bengal 
Government in the exercise of territorial dominion, have given 
a priority and an advancement to its institutions, which have 
made them, in very important branches of administration, 
models to the other Presidencies and if Sir G. Barlow saw 
that, in any of the details of business also, the iinprovements 
of Bengal could be grafted on the usages of Madras, it was his 
duty to recommend the change. But the language of Mr. Petrie 
implies, that he must have attempted . this upon a very large 
scale, and almost immediately after his arrival. On general 
" principles,”! says Mr. Petrie, respecting policy, finance, 

** commerce, and revenue, an uniformity of system is just and 
beneficial to the public interests ,• but in the details of biisi- 
ness, and in arrangements which are affected by local circuiri- 
** stances, by physical or moral distinctions, amongst the native 
inhabitants, it is unwise and inexpedient to attempt it. Ex- 
pcricncc universally [admits, tliat the laws, customs, forms, 
and practice, which may be beneficial to one State, Govern- 
raent, society, or people, may form irrecoiicilcable differences, 
and be radically and totally inapplicable to others.” ' We are 
not able to collect very definite ideas ffom these passages, nor 
prepared to contend for such a sweeping uniformity of principle 
as Mr. Petne approves : and we think that changes in the moda 
of transacting business, especially changes for the better, among 
Europeans, need be attended with little difficulty. But what 
arrangements affected by or affecting the physical and moral 
'' distinctions of the native vnhahitants/' has Sir G. Barlow at- 
tempted ? The natives have been perfectly quiet and loyal when 
Europeans were setting them a very bad example. Has Sir G. 

Barlow endeavoured to introduce Uws, customs, or even forms 
and practice irreconcileablc, totally and radically inapplicable to 
the native's ahd Europeans of Fort St. George? Certainly. if 
bis numerous enettfsi could have quoted instances of this kind, 

H 2 >ve 



'Jhc cn.<f o f Mr . 
iShenon, a t>iil 
servatitf nuoi. a 
parly queMon, 


• Mr. r.\Mi<!on’s 
Dissent, SUh April 
1810. 

Fwm taken of it 
in some of the 
Dissents. 


we liay^ ino resjson to imagine we ghouhl not liaT« hmA of 
tbe^ : ai^ it bad been more ■ 

particulgir,.^pd if them were, sueh innovations, had offieiaiiy 
marked his opposition to them, instead of intimating them for 
the first time In terms vague, but likely to instil prejudice in 
persons at a distance who, seeing some of the general positions 
plausible, may likewise infer that there has been reason for the 
application. 

If Sir G. Barlow, from the performance of ungracious duties, 
brought impopularity with him from Bengal, it appears that he 
was unfortunate in being called to a new occasion of the same 
kind soon after bis arrival at Fort St. George. We allude to 
the case of Mr. Sherson. As the Com! have not yet decided 
upon this case, we should think it premature to give a final 
judgment upon it, had wc completely gone through the two 
larijc folios which are filled with the documents concerning it 
But Mr. Pattison ^ having declared it as bis opinion not only 
that, in every case in which Sir G. Barlow and Mr. Petrie, have 
differed, (and consequently in this,) Mr. Petrie was right, 
** and Sir G. Barlow wrong,” bat having Condemned Sir G. 
Barlow specifically for his conduct towards Mr. Sherson, we 
deem it necessary to say, that the perusal of the principal papers 
in this discussion, including the Minutes of Mr. Petrie in de- 
fence of ]\Ir. Sherson, has not impressed us with Mr. Pattison's 
view of the subject. Neither arc we prepared to go with him 
in the peremptory sentence he haa pronounced upon the collate- 
ral case of Mr. Cecil Smith, which the Court have never hitherto 
had (he adequate means of considering, because a material do- 
cument relating to it has been lost in the missing ships, and has 
not yet been supplied. The removal, however, from one de- 
partment to another, which Mr.' Pattism censures, is common 
in the service, and, for very sonnd reasons, onght to cotttiuhe 
so. TJie charge agaii>afe Mr. Sherson was of the mA't serious 
nalnre, and several w'cighty articles in it appear to remain nn- 
answerod. Sir i% accused not, as fai* as we cart 

perceive, of having punished a pefson positively and clearly 
innocent, but of procedjpg' harshly aiul severely, contrary to ' 

the 
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tli€ xx»Us ciC scrvise^ agsi^ a gmlt ^as 

not.eata]^klUh(ed» but was still under diEanritiatinU hy a suit in the 
Sjiipj^eme Court. This is Mr. Petrie Vtiesf^ of the case, and ac- 
cording to him, the ground of the unpopularity incurred on this 
acscouni: by Sir G. Barlow with the Madras service.' Now, if 
wo understand the matter aright, the qdbtibn referr^ to the 
Supreme Court respecting Mr. Sherson is, whether he is liable 
to the Company, for the money embezzled in the Grain Depart- 
ment ? His conduct as Supcrintcndant of that Department, is 
a distinct question which it belongs to the Company and their 
Government to decide upon, lilts affair did not originate with 
Sir G. Barlow. He found, on hiS arrival, a Committee sitting 
to investigate it. That Committee, o6mpo8ed of Madras ser- 
vants, declared Mr. Sherson guilty. Messrs. Oakes and Casa- 
xnaijor, old Madras servants, composing the majority of the 
Counsellors, also concurred in that decision. Sir O. Barlow, 
equally unconnected with all the parties, could apparently have 
no motive except the assertion* of public principle and the 
performance of public duty. But whilst^ at the best, the cause 
could only be conshiered as doubtful, the Madras servants have 
loaded Sir G. Barlow with more odium than ought to have 
attached to him, if it had indeed been proved ‘ that the Com- 
mittee and the majority of the d^ounsellors as well as himself 
had erred in their judgment. This has been signally made the 
cause of party and faction, and the subject of inflammatory 
invectives against Sir G. Barlow, of whose tyranny and injus- 
tice Mr. 3hersqn has bc^en held up as the victim. But vse in 
this country ought not to adopt the violent language and feel- 
ings of party, even if we had decided that the Madras Oovern- 
mexit had formed an inaccurate judgment on the case : still less 
ought we to do so now,, when the decision of the Couit of 
Directors may yet he, that, they have acted as the justice of the 
»case ^qd their duty demanded. And if it should indeed appear, 
that such has been the conduct of the Government, what would 
the set of the authorities at home be but a kind of felo de se, if 
they were to join in the reprobation of that conduct? Yet 
such in effect is the spirit and the language of the Dissents now- 
before us— arbit^y and oppressive measures, from their 

violence 
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rto^fe'* vnivcraaUy disapproved W' harsh uitcondliatory 

«iAi>r.i 1810 . njcaswrcs— ignorance of the habits and manners of Madras 

F.^Smg\^Jd Si "" seavants. are and must .be . disgustcd/’f These ex- 
H. iiigiu. ^ pressions, and many more of the same tenour in the Dissencs> 
which are, quite in unison with the general current of the party 
accusations transmitted from Madras^ (and not the. less party 
accusations because adopted by great numbers^) derive their 
origin very much from this affair of Mr. Slierson’s. But if the 
Government^ honestly solicitous . for puiity in the exercise of 
public trusts, should adopt jan erroneous proceeding iu any case 
—(a supposition the suggestion of which obliges us to add 
that it is by no means our jjatention to imply they did act ewo* 
neously in the present instance)— the Court of Directors, were 
they to join with discontented parties in decrying and repro- 
bating that Government, would, in fact, strike a blow at their 
o^vn authority. 

Procet(Hn/;s in As Sir George Barlow did not seek this affair of Mr. Sher- 
'^CaTnatic%lHs business that occasioned and increased 

hname the popular ferment, it is evident from the Records, that he was 

sounr of violent i, j ’ i • 

ojtptninoH to ihe 01* ^0 «ct Cither by circumstances which originated in the 
Cor^anment, time of the preceding Government, or by public requisition, 
with which he thought it bis duty to comply. Wc speak of the 
proceedings relative to the Carnatic debts. The Arcot Durbar 
was, for M least forty years, a source of" corruption and taction 
in the Presidency of Madras. The baneful influence of its 
sysl|m has continued after the .extinction of its power and the 
transfer of its territory, la disobedience of all the orders of 
the Company, £ui’opeana> became to an immense amount credi- 
tors of the Nabobs of Arcot. The liquidation of the bonds 
granted by those Nabobs occasioned, during their lives, re- 
peated agitiUons' in the Settlement o^Madras, Since their 
decease, new :and more violent feuds We spiiuig fi>om that 
same source. Thek real remaiiiitg debts were^ettimated to 
exceed the enormoua4.«om of four millions sterling, part, no 
doubt,, incurred: for money borrowedi and fair services received/ 
The Company, having acquired the territory;' entered 
years ago into an agreement with the creditors, for the liquida- 
tion 
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tion of tbch* claims. Corntnissloncrs ' in demseqncnca, up- 
pointed to act- in India and in England foi* the cxaminatjon of 
them. Those in India were to 'ait at Madras. The Govern- 
ment of that Presidency were desired to afford them all due as- 
sistance ; but, to exclude local influences, they were to be se- 
lected from the Bengal service. The reputation of the three 
gentlemen so chosen, for ability and integrity, has remained 
unimpaired amidst all the storms of fection. When they en- 
tered on their office about the month of April 1805, Madras 
swarmed ^?ith forged Nabob’s bonds, which seemed exceedingly 
to have increased from tho time it was known that a phin of 
liquidation was on foot. The clUhns given in to the Commis- 
sioners have amounted in all to 29 millions sterling ! 

Prom some questions respecting forgeries, vehement disputes 
and animosities arose at Madras, and a numerous, active party, 
was hence formed against the Government. Government, upon 
the advice of a Committee appointed to enquire into the nature 
and extent of the forgeries of Nabob’s bonds, had, in order to 
check that practice, directed the Company’s law officers to in- 
stitute a prosecution against Paupiah Braminy, an intriguing 
native, of recorded infamy, for forging a bond of 46,000 
pagodas. This man, on the other hand, accused Reddy Bow, 
a native Officer of character, confidentially employed by the 
Commissioners for investigating the debts, of the same crime 
of forgery. The Commissioners before whom this accusation 
came, carefully examined into the charge j pronounced Reddy 
Row innocent, and advised the prosecution ol^'tbc witiics-ses in 
the cause for perjury, by the law officers of the Company j to 
which Govenimcnt assented. Paupiah, however^ foimtl means 
to anticipate dicse measures, by prosecuting Reddy Row for 
forgery in the Supreme Court f and he was abetted by several 
European creditors of the Nabob. The disputes and iitigat<(>i]s 
that grew out of these circumstances went to great leugJi. 
For a very brief sketch of the leading facts, as connected witli 
our main subject, but still too long to be inserted here, we beg 
leave to refer to the aanexed papfcr.^ 


Itiief Rn u'w of 
the l^roiefthn^i 
TclnUve to the 
Carnatic 
m anjpjicnd*):. 


• Vjile App. 


The 
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Olstrvaiions'on ' l*his cohdtfct wlucfc'dtc' Fort’ St. George Jed 

*(^v^7mturt t® idoptinthff c«tosifof tiest p'»«e«diag»i ttetm *5 have beta 

lauvf to ihott jUctatedaoIelybyafieiut tb 'suppWrt'ttto wuMfof pokltc pri&i- 
tclifc" IrSied cfj^le and publfe gikrtlj’tle’ just atrtbortty of the CdSmnlasiiJirtrs 
wptahott in (Ae cirnhtife Dtebtj, and of thd (Chwei'Matat jtt«. We are 

ty, not aware that the support givcft to the Commissioners, which 

j^Mr^Petnc** Mr. Petrie t cails unlimited^ was carried beyond the point to 
^ whM, under existihg cirenmstahees, it might fairly hare been 

asked and given. Mr. Petrie has not expiained, nor do We see 
what was unconstitutioned in the measures adopted by Govern- 
ment for the defence of two penons whom they deemed innocent 
and oppressed ; and that ^tho^e measures were intended to 
“ influence the juries,’* dr' to do any thing more than to bring 
forth truth, whatever ihigbt have been said of their tendency,” 
there is not the least evidence : that they had no such effect is 
plain from the event. . Of the severe imnishment which,” 
Mr. Petrie S 2 iys ih hU Statement, was inflicted on those who 
** concurred in the verdict dgainst the two men,” punishmeht 
: Dissent. which Mr. Pattison J also inveighs against under the terms of 
shameful vindiotiv^eness,” neither of these gentlemen has 
given any proof or particular) nor is any mention made of such 
a circumstance in Mr. Petrie’s Minute, which Sir George Barlow 
had an opportunity of seeing. All we have heard, is, that 
whilst some persons who served as jurymen were advanced to 
stations of respectability and advantage, two were, for general 
impropriety of conduct, removed to stations distant fi'om the 
Presidency. These facts do not warrant the charge of Mr. 
Tetri c and Mr/I^attisoh,' atidwemust therefore be allowed to 
suspend our assent to what appears to us very improbable until 
it is substantiated. 

. • I Tj 

It is most true, that the ititerfercnce pf Government in these 
aflkim ph>Ved very unfortunate to themselves, and to those 
whbni'they thbugbtit a dutjr to support) but thet^'d’ues net at 
all decide it to have been trulpablei Many of those who con- • 
demned it, and *ptftlcu1arly the leading persons among the 
Carnatic Creditors, fik'd' a direct private interest ; and it is not 
unreasonable to suj^pose they might have felt the influence of a 

principle 



67 

friaoiple lo operative. It has not ba^n . insinuated that Sir* 

G«orge Barlow, had any private interest, unless, to avoid the 
painful task of conflicting with that of others, To this conflict 
kk sense of duty led him, and, as it proved, at the expence of 
much of the peace and populaiity of his Government. 

The opposition of part of the Civil community of Fort St. 

George, and the picjndiccs of others against the Government, 
were, in the course of Ili(»sc judicial trials, carried to a still 
greater height, and coalesced with the insubordination of the 
Army, and the factious conduct of General Macdowall, who is 
known to have been present in tbc Hull of the Supreme Court 
at the most popular harangues delivered there, and on the mo- 
tion of persons in open opposition to Government, was compli- 
mented with an address and a service of plate. It is indeed said 
in some of the DLssents,"^' and by Mr. Petiie, that in these V.' ' P"'.'"* 
marks of attention to him, persons of diflereiit parties concurred, ''' 
and that they were paid only on tiie score of InS private and 
social qualities. But the names which appear to the addiess, 
with the exception of two or three military men, who may have 
had personal obligation or altachmcut, are cleaily of the de- 
scription just mentioned 5 and the address itself prolesses respect 
to him on account of his vniform public and pi iculc conduct. 


The occurrences which come next in order arc the Farewell Oeurrn! Mat- 
Address of General Macdowall to the Army, and his lust Gene- „.p// 
fjd Order censuring Lieutenant Colonel Miiuro, In the former, ( " v, a'd 
he appeals to the Army against tlic Court of Diieciots, because 
they had not appointed tiic Commander in Chief to a scat in 
Council. Mr. Elphiiistone says, he finds no cause to quarrel 
with the word Bepresentative ” here.j' In the Court's I)is- 
patch, however, to Fort St. George, 4 the objectionable nal arc j , i-,th 

, , 1 1 Sil'tfii btl I80y. 

of the term Representative ” has been distinctly shown ; but 
tlie eedilious tenour of - the address is surely cause enough oi 
quarrel.'’ General Macdowall's Order conveys to the Army 


a market! and gross insult to the Government, whom it was his 
duty and theirs to support. The character ot these papers is so 
flagrantly seditious, ihat thougJi theii i)troiige.st featuies have 
1 . . I been 


I 
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been by many left too much out of view, we shall forbear, as 
thinking it unnecessary, to insist on this topic. Tlie question 
we have to consider is, what ivas the course Government ought 
to have pursued after coining to the knowledge of the General 
Mr.PetriesOP- Qi-Jer ) Mr. Petrie states the question to have been—*' shall 
ctm>iu<irroiu-ni~ “ we proceed ou principles 0/ seiHiritij and coercion , or on tfiose 
l^nve pur^.uLl on JinnnesSy moderation and expediency?" We 

ihnt oaa^iQti ; confess we do not collect any definite meaning from these genc- 
** * ralities. The immediate question was not about severity or mO” 
• suicnient, p. 11. deration, (as to the application of which terms there might be 
great diversity of opinion,) but about what, under existing cir- 
cumstaiiccN, propiiety and duty required on the part of Govern- 
ment. Mr, Petrie has, in entering upon this subject, observed, 
that Ciovernment had to consider, not the extent of their 
power to punish General Macdow'all, but to adopt such niea- 
suu*'. as were best calculated to counteract the cflects we 
'' apprehended, and to prevent injury to the public interests.’* 
Ho thinks “ any peisonal scvwity towards General Macdowall 
ought to have been cautiously avoided, as what would most 
** ceitainly iuciease the agitation in the military mind, and that 
while the ‘supreme authority of Government was vindicated 
by the puhlivotUm of an apprvpriate (tcnvral Order to the 
Army, the General should have been allowed to leave India 
** w iiliout any further marks of di'^plcasure,” He rensurev the 
measures adojUed in respect to General Macdowall, “ as lower- 
ing the respectability of (Jovernment : ” exposing its 
Councils to the imputation of weakness, undisguised resent- 
t statpmcM.p.M. fe jncii»s, juid ail u.sc!e.ss Unavailing degree of ngoui* : ‘ j*— a vifw, 
how'cvti which seem-s to he contradicted in another place, 
where he .'•ays, it was observed, that the removal of General 
*' Macdowall vuflicienily vindicated the authoiity of Govern- 
“ ment, and exhibited to the Army a memorable proof that the 
supreme power is lested in the Civil authority.*’ J But he 
goes on in the place first »iuoted, to say, that if the Commander 
in Chief had been allowed to depart w ithout these useless 
manifestations of resentment, he and the Order would have 
Statement, pp. hccii forgotten in the course of a few weeks." § Mr. Elphin- 
stone, after ^trangIy expressing the same sentimenU of the 

proceedings 
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proceedings of Goyernment, says, that General Gowdie should 
'' have been directed to explain to the Army the impropriety of 
" the Order and the displeasure of Goveniment ; and that if a 
moderate course of this sort bad been pursued, he has no 
doubt the General and his discontent would have sunk into 
" oblivion in a very few days • Ximcnt, 15 th 

Oci. winch 
was SIX month* 
beforp Mr. Petrie'* 

These strictures, of which the import seems to be adopted 
into the Dissents, bring immediately into view the question of 
Conciliatwn, They are to be found (as we have had occasion to 
remark with respect to other passages) in Mr. Petrie’s State- 
ment, (pp. 14 and 15.) which Sir G. Barlow never, as we are 
led to suppose, and must again observe, had an opportunity of 
perusing. In Mr. Petrie's Minute, taken from that Statement 
and laid before the Board, there is not the least appearance of 
the insinuation which seems to be intended heiej that the 
indulgence of resentment against General Macdowall, or a 
vindictive childishness,’’ as ]\j[r. EIpbiiistone has expressed it, 
was a leading object with the Go\ernnK*nt. If Mr. Petrie 
tlioiight so, it was his duty to have pointed it out on the Re- 
cords. He forbore to do tliis publicly, even when freely char- 
ging Sir G. Barlow with other things, but he conveys it in a 
Statement, of which the party impeached has no knowledge. 

It is saying less than the occasion might warrant to ob^eive, 
that as such private nnsupported insinuations are in their nature 
no evidence, so they ought, in every >iew, to be peremptorily 
rejected. Respecting the measures adopted by Government 
agsiinst General Macdowall, it is not to be wondered at, that 
the adherents of that Officer should put a very invidious con- 
struction upon them j but as such persons were geneially the 
adversaries of Government, it was less to be expected that its 
exposing its Counsels to the imputation of weakness ” should 
be a subject of their animadversion. The mere opinions, assei- 
tions or insinuations of opponents of any description, proceeding 
too from private or anonymous sources, are certainly no en- 
dence; and the iccorded declarations of Government may be 
taken as a full couutei balance to them. The Government 
jrepcaledly declare, that they have acted from deliberate convic- 
1 '2 tion. 
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don, upon public principles of duty and policy : and one quo- 
tation from their Letter, written after all the commotions of 
the Army were subdued, may serve for tlieiv own account of 
their motives, both in respect to the transactions already re- 
viewed, and those yet to be noticed. “ We have therefore,’* 
say they, “ through the whole of these disturbances, been 
** influenced by an earnest solicitude to suppress a course of 
“ proceedings so pregnant with <hsastroiis consequences; and 
ive conccivcti that this important object would be accom- 
" ])lislie(l by a tirin but temperate maintenance of our authority, 
'' by pursuing lucabiires equally remote, on the one hand, from 
**■ increasing the spirit of insubordination in tlic Army, by an 
appearance of weakness on the part of Croveniincnt ; and, 
tutu ! • s on the other, from exciting discontent by undue severity 

Oforpi, i-’tfi Ni't. 

IHIO. 

fiOvernnuMit. fhat is to say, the majority of tiie Board, pro- 
fess to have that object in view, whicli Mr. Petrie says was the 
pioper one : the pic\cution of injury to the public interest.” 
FIc has no where attempted to prove they had not this object 5 
but tht'y certainly diflered with him as to the mode in which it 
should be pursued, and they differed with Iiirn also as to the 
state of the Army at that moment, upon wliich their reasoning 
must have, in a material degree, proceeded. Mr. Petrie says, 
the discontents of the Army icerf> in their infancy." Distant 
they piobably were from purpows of actual rebclJion ; but they 
were not in their infancy either as to age or stature. He him- 
self, at the opening of his Statement, gives it to be understood 
that they were considentbk." The mass of evidence produced 
and referred to in this Paper, lias abundantly shown that a spirit 
of insubordination had been long and deeply rooted, and was 
advanced to i great height j and Mr. Petrie has said, in another 
place, that to suspend Colonel Capper and Major Boles was to 
add fuel to the fame ahich was ready to burst forth in every 
** dimion of the Ariny." Now the removal of General Muc- 
dowall and suspension of Major Boles happened on the same 
day, and Colonel Capper’s on the following one. It could not, 
therefore, have been the removal of General Macdowall, yet 
unknown, which raised this flame. Mr. Petrie entirely over- 
, looks 
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looks the whole scries of General jVIacdowali’s offensive anti cri- 
minal proceedings, and speaks of his General Order in twins 
whirh arc surprising. It was, he says, “ iiiteiiiperak," (in 
anotlicr place disrcspectfur) and the publication of it 
" imght and probably had a tendency to increase the disconteM' 
How different is the language of a conspicuous ]\Iilitary elm* 
racter. Colonel Malcolm, certainly not wanting in attachment 
to the Army. '' General Macdowall,” says lie, set an cxani- 
pic of that contumely and insubordination nliich it is his 
“ particular duty to repress. There is no calculating the niis- 
chief of such proceedings. It is waving a torch over a 
“ magazinef.” Notliing can he move eviileut, than that the J 
General Order was a most seditious paper, thrown into the 
midst of an Army prepared by the Commander in Chief to 
catch the flame it was calculated to kindle. This was not a 
measure to which he was pushed,'* and as to which he gave 
any room for conciliation. He prepared for it in silence, and 
placed the Government on,, the (Jcfcnsivc. It was a deliberate 
studied insult to the Government : it taught the Army to 
consider (hat power, to wliirli they owed obedience, as the 
violator of their '' Rights it was calculated to degrade the 
Goveriiincnt in the public estimation, in the eye of the Army, 
and in the eye of all India. It co'-operaleil to this eiul with the 
acts and views of those in the Civil community, who had open- 
ly arraigned the conduct of Government, and with the spirit of 
hostility to the same power which Jiad, on a variety of occa- 
sions, but mure particularly during tlie administration of Loid 
M'illiam Reiitinck, even siiown itsell in the Courts of Law. 
There seems to have been a very general concurrence to break 
through those fences with which the constitution of all countries 
has invested the supreme power, icverencc, respect, and subor- 
dination ; and i\ contemptuous insolent spirit was, at that very 
time, risen to a great height. As a Government that sutlers 
itself to he despised cannot duly perform the important functions 
astagned-to it, the business and the duty of the Madias Govcin- 
meiit, at this moment, was to repress encroachment and faction, 
and to maintain order and authority unimpaiicd. flic alter- 
native before them was, whether to do this or to submit to 

degradation. 
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degradation. Kotwitbstanding all the cucumstanccs that have 
been stated, Mr. Petrie thought it would have been sufficient, 
in order to vindicate the supreme authority of Government, that 
an appro])riate General Order should be published to the Ar- 
iny.” By an appropriate General Order it would seem, that 
he means an order as^'Crting the authority of Government to do 
that which General Macdovvall’s Order had presumed to censure 
as illegal ; that is to say, to pass over the studied intended 
public insult : an insult respecting a matter, in which the Offi- 
cers nni'^t have had a common feeling with tlieir Commander ; 
and to lay before the same body, whom he had made a tribunal 
of appeal respecting Army ** Rights, the Rights of the Go- 
vernment. In our apprehension, this would have been a most 
weak, insufficient and luiiious proceeding : it would have been 
avowing to tlie Army — we see ourselves grossly insulted, but 
\vc have not resolution to punish the offcnct^ it would have 
exposed the Cioverumeiit to the derision of all the malcontents, 
and held out the prospect of impujoity to fiirtlier insults. To 
have passed such an Order, through the new (.'oininaiider in 
Chief, according to Mr. Klphinstone's idea, would have still 
more degraded the Government, and placed General Govvdie 
at once in a state of unpopularity with the Army. I'liese 
Gentlemen argue as if Gcnerdl Macdowall’s act had been an 
hasty insulated thing, which interested nobody but himself, and, 
if let alone, would have died out of memory in a very short 
time. The Government considered it, however, as a daiiiig 
advance upon many piecediiig aggressions, in which numbers 
sympath'zcd j and in this light we also view it. The whole 
tenour of Mr. Petrie’s Statement” and reasoning leaves it to 
1)0 inferred, that the chai icter and honour of the Government 
were out of his consideration, and that he had also lost sight of 
the duty and necessity of maintaiuing the rights and authority 
of Government unimpaire l j or took it for granted, that this 
was to be done by a non-resisting kind of management, by 
yielding, temporizing, and we piesiime, conciliation. The 
example of preceding times, liowcver, leads to a dilferent con- 
clusion. Witli the impunity which former iiistiinces of disre- 
spect and violence have experienced, may be connected the 

recent 
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recent evils ; and Mr. Petrie’s short Government of three 
months could not afford a test of his opinion on this head, ftut 
to suppose that the spirit of faction and encroachment is to ])ft 
allayed by passiveness in a Government, is also contrary tQ 
reason and to human nature, by the knowledge of which Mr. 

Petrie represents himself to have been influenced. In fact, the 
expedients to which he would have trusted, are the expedients of 
weakness ; and when w'cakness is evinced nothing can be main- 
tained, nor can any thing yielded have the grace of bounty or 
prevent further ilem.inds. Mr. Petrie’s bystein might have 
warded off, for a time, an open conflict between authority -.nid 
usurpation, but must have ended at last either in the establish- 
ment of a military despotism, or a contest for the maintenance 
of legitimate Government. Adventitious events were fully as 
likely to strengthen military pretensions as to weaken them ; 
and it must be a miserable state of Government, which would 
remain depending on contingencies, while a mass existed of dis- 
content and disaflection, ready to, break out at the time most 
favourable for them, 

In our opinion, therefore, the Government would have acted 
most weakly and unwisely, had it not asserted its legitimate au- 
thority. There w^as no room for compromise, and its conduct 
stamis upon the solid basis of adequate facts and umpicstionable 
principICvS. Could it even have been foreseen that the punish- 
ment of General Macdowall would <lri\e the army into open 
resistance, the (ioverninent would not have been justitied in pas- 
sively submitting to its OAvn degradation. But in this, as in 
every other measure adopted by Government, it ought to be 
judged according to the circumstances existing at the time, and 
not by subsequent events which could not then have been reason- 
ably apprehended, 

The review of this affair has served to dcvelope the grand Cravapri^trie 
principle upon which the Government professes to have, acted 
throughout the whole of the disputes with the Army } a princi- ,,,/^rf 
pic which we certainly hold to he sound and indispensable, 
namely, that the legitimate constitutional autliority oi Govern- 
ment 
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ment must, iur the sake df the public good, be M'ich temperate 
^ firmness of mind maintained entire ai'ainst insubordination,' 

SvKPe}i^t.<v of O' 

Cii. Capper and insult, and encroachment. It will, therefore, be less nccessaiy 

Mejor Boics. £pj. ,jj. piiiticubrty upon it in considering the subsequent 

S'‘.si'(i. tiansactious. 

^ ST 

wliuM ‘avs 

K III;’,, I;!";;; The next of these is the suspension of Colonel Capper and 
I? Moiiw/nlt Major. Boles. It is to be observed, that Mr. Petrie did not 
si oppose this measure in Council*^, and in his Minute delivered 

^ r tno, in . . . 

Jii'i'iimi j'. into the Board, there is no separate specific discussion of it 3 
^C' diuiiwans but ill his iS/a/eOTen«, (pp. 19—23) prepared before the Minute, 
^ c /“ Vm’:!! V.I published in this Countiy, he expatiates upon it in 

terms of severe censure. To this '' fatal” act he ascribes 
i Z " ' '' eficcts of incalculable magnitude on the security of our 
I h.'ii.J power in India,’ and says, it has called forth fcelinnrs and 
Mis ' 1 " . passions in the military mind, which have.shakcntheairtho- 

••Vii’uuMi'I I. rityof Governrnent to its centre, disorganized and convulsed 
ii ** ^bc Army, brought our most valuable interests into imminent 
..V, " r danger, and, he leais, insuperable difficulties.” These gen- 
*! tlcmcii, (Colonel Capper, suspended the 1st February, and 
•'1, '1'. ' '*"1 Boles), weic, according to him^^ " viPre uhlHmpnts tf 
*'■ ** qflii'ti. 'J'hey transmitted (ieneral Micdowall’s Order in the 

‘‘ .L.nt *'i* orditiunj forms : the illegality of the Order which wa5 

*• nil' nimilun 'I.\ assumcd could not certainly be knoAVn to tliem j and a per- 
4 I' ni'iirmt'a-' “ fiii ious example of insubordination, a precedent of incalcu- 
■' |'msinni;." iiii, IdMc niiscliicf, was iiitrodiiccd.” 


** i* f* Pn .11.'. lit I 
*' II a ( lu'ilj 
“ ni\ ii)iiniun ni 
* till' llrl;l<Jll(^ , 

“ 4 «' <i[ ih< rnta- 

•‘kn'iS wt «(ii 

" |'uisiiint{." '1 111 . 

S 111 ! dl' lll'l t(l' III- 

al nt Sir ii. Ku* 

IcivN asbi iti.iii, 
«hiui 1 - ji<'>i'iv( - 

K It j' .Ml. r. Tn* 


k Vw*' Ml' i'' ' rn* scntimcnts of Mr. Elphinstoiic on this subject very much 
^^'!l^Kll.‘'‘'^.^■ i.'I coincide with those of Mr. Petrie. He says, the suspension 
ioiI» “ of Officers without a trial (of which, however, Mr. Petrld 
ia!i <iiitl ill Uiui “ admits the legality), could not fail to alarm the whole Array, 

1(11 ' aeitm lo liM ' i , i i y* 

hi. ii-piinrs, foi « wlio thus find themselves dependent on the will of stingU 

will iiiinrinalion * o 

Mif^dnar (meaning the Governor 3 the Coiihsellors being 

stniffl m willing. ' ' i*rtnQi#l*»rpfr 

Thi- jiuf.uu wnufd ' consiaereti 

ih'.w, that Mr. ' j ■ . • 

htrn's atiflfi is not, “ I did in Toanfi? fz/.p-ijr the suspension of Major Bftlfs, Ir-fW but “ I did in vinoiti 
*• »itrivti‘.itiuiis Slate cltarlv my opinum ot ilie iii:poli(v «»* Uhsc miAiiires.’’ Iti^idcs, UcucijU Mf^ijywall'f , 
order, (t i&unng Cidonil Monro, lircame known to (invcinmmt on the .SOth Jatniniy ; nnd'tneif‘’‘*rder* 
ti>. iiii (lisiniiiSion, aiid the '•iitpciik on ot Major BoIe», wete publislinl on 3ist, thcielorc uiiticrdent tu these 
n»"anin>, it would stiMii th--ie rmild be hfilc room forpnfate cwwrriiWhm, which, howe«6r, U ndt ttieyoifcl . 
lu ipu'.iiou: hut Mr. Ihnu; say,, lu Ins Staicii.ont, •' It was my duty to statu my opinion to Sir O. 

“ H.11I0W, and to use evtiy ar;; imenr wh.thniy reason suggested to prevent the puMlcation of theOrdVf'fi.tV 
" tins Lf o.npliuly f.iik-d.'’ Inis an niii is <« .lanily i onsidi r.ibly dilicient Iroin theum'giMi) iit the Minute. 
rriAtcd dtatemeut, p. 62 , and MinuU, Siiiiie publieatiou, p. iib.. 
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considered by IMi’. Elphinstoue- as dpheps)^ and in the 
paper he frankly slioivs that /w poinU to iJte removal of Sir G. 

Barlow, avd the conferring loth of the Madna Government and 
tommand of the Army upon a General Officer, 

Mr, Bannenmn coiisidei*s the suspension as illegal, Mr, 

Pattison as mjmt. All these gentlemen censure the Govem- 
nient in terms like those already quoted, for want of temper or 
judgment : and the two former distinctly ascribe to this mea- 
sure the whole or a great part of the evils that followed. 

Declamatory assertion is not the proper matter for argument. 

Though Mr. Petrie, whom gentlemen seem to follow, ascribes 
in passages just cited almost every thing to the suspension of 
those two Officers, he soon after makes the admission above 
noticed, that before tlieir suspension the flame was ready to 

burst forth in every division of the Army/' 

The merits of this question, on which the ("ourt has long Th mmts t>f 
ago passed a judgment, are, we think, fairly stated in Dol'd 
Minto’s letter of the 5th February 1810 ; and our opinion coin- 
cidiw with the view therein given, both of its justice and its 
policy j on which last point, in particular, as we iiave not ex- 
pressed ourselves concerning it elsewhere, we desire to be 
understood as holding the sentiments his Lordship has de- 
livered. 

The main point of inquiry is, whether these Officers acted in 
an insubordinate, factious spirit, wrell knowing tliat CToneidl 
Macdowall’s publication was calculated to insult the Govern- 
ment and inflame the Army, and cordially co-operating to those 
ends } Accumulated facts leave no room to doubt tliat they 
were the willing, zealous instruments of General Macdowall in 
his criminal proceeding, and that, without their co-oper.Uum, 
without their transgression of the rules of their office, his pur- 
pose would have been frustrated It is in vain, iluTetoi-e, that 
Mr. Petrie aud others plead for these Officers, the implicit obe- 
dience due to the command of a superior, aud their merely trans- 
K mitting. 
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Blitting, In the umal way, an order which they did not know i6 
be illegal, and saw no right to question. The legal part of this 
case, is, in our opinion, settled in the letter from the Supreme 
Government to Fort 8t. George, of the 27th May 1809, which* 
completely answers Mr. Petrie’s reasonings. The cloak of 
official duty cannot be allowed to cover faction and sedition. 
Supposing a man desirous conscientiously to perform his duty as 
Deputy Adjutant General, and to be at the same time equally 
conscientious to maintain the respect due to Government, and 
to preserve the subordination of the Army ; suppose even such 
a man to have a persuasion, (hardly indeed to be conceived in 
Ibis case), that the principle of military obedience might require 
him to publish a General Order, so plainly insulting and inflam- 
niatoiy, would he, on its coming to him from a Commander no 
longer within reach of appeal, instead of carrying it in the first 
iustauce to Ciovernment, as the rule, (besides the circumstances 
of the case), demanded of him, purposely withhold that commu-* 
ideation, not wait for the ordmary means of transmission, but 
vse extraordinary means txml extraordinary dispatch to circulate it 
to the dilfercnt divisions of the Army, before Government could 
come to the knowledge of it 9 It is not conceivable that he would. ' 
But that Major Boles acted in this way is proved by the various 
« Miiitury irfff documents ^ noted in the margin, to which wc beg leave to 
LT% ‘ U iibru- refer. That, though the Government were willing, in the spirit 
Gmt:iin^r«nr.ai of conciliatioii, to ovcrlook his misconduct on receiving any 
acknowledgment of it. Major Boles refused such acknow- 
Icdgnieni . and gloried in what he had done, is also proved : 
and the subsequent Address of the Officers to him is conclusive 
evidence that they regarded him as a meritorious sufferer for 
their cause. Wc, therefore, consider him to have been an 
intentional confederate with General Macdowall, in stirring up 
sedition in the Army, to have been a grand link in the chain of 
causes which produced the lebcllicm, and with some others who 
promoted the seditious writings which more immediately led to 
the actual revolt, to be pre-eminent in the guilt of that lament- 
able and disgraceful period. 

Tht conduct of It is true that the suspension of those two Staff Officer^ 

appears 
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4ippcarg to have furthe? inflamed the Army, and precipitated the Government 
their advances in the course of insubordination and opposition j in respect to^CoL 
but where did the blame lie ? If, as we think we have already Holes, 

prov.ed, it was the duty of Government to preserve itself from 
degradation and insult, could tlicy, after having most justly 
inflicted punishment on (icncrul Macdowal), who was no longer 
on the scene, overlook in silence the confederates in his crime 
still present, and thus leave it to be understood, that they were 
resolute only against the absent ? It was impossible, without 
yielding to that seditious contumacy which had brought the 
question to a trial, whether military intemperance and insub- 
ordination should pievail against legitimate authority. They 
were here again shut out from any fair means of conciliation, 
and reduced to one alternative. Upon the sound principles of 
government and of policy on which Sir G. JJailow and his 
coadjutors acted, they W'cre necessitated to resist the openly 
factious and persevering contempt of Major Boles. VVe have 
no hesitation in affirming, contrary to the supposition of Mr. 

Petrie,* that, if tlie Government had pursued another course, 

* * StatfnifnS 

its authority would have been weakened, and consecjueiiccs 20 . 
produced fatally injurious to discipline and subordination. But 
^Ir. Petiie’s mode of arguing in this case, by supposing that to 
overlook misconduct would not have been attended witli certain 
specified evils, ami, in the case of fieueral Macdowall, that his 
jdismisbion did not produce certain specitied advantages, seems 
to us nugatory, and evasive of the es-^cntial co^^i(lerations in 
question. Supposing that General Macdowall’s iiiMnis>ion “ did 
not intimidate nor convince, did not improve the suboidina- 
lion of the Arniy, nor strengthen the bonds of obedience," 

Ac.f the measure was iie\crthcless a measure of duly agreeable 
to the principles of good government: sedition is not to be 
cured by leaving it to itself, or by yielding to it. The issue only 
proves that the disorder was inveterate and progressive, needing 
stronger remedies. And we must here piotest against that 
principle on which many now argue, and nhicli lies at the 
foundation ot all the Dissents befoic us, that i', to charge to 
the Goveinment the consecjueiircs whii h luue followed from its 
maintenance of its lawful authority against military iusuborrii- 
K 2 nation 
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nation and arrogance. According to this prcporteroiu and peri 
nicious doctrine, the more audaciously a military body advances 
in the paths of disobedience and opposition, the more culpable 
is the (lovcrnment in resisting them. Andsuch^ in truth, is 
the import of Mr. Petrie’s reasoning. 

Obliged as we arc by a sense of duty to deliver these opinions, 
we cannot continue our subject without deploring the astoni^h- 
ing excesses to which the Militai-y proceeded. It was in an 
evil hour indeed, (to use Mr. Petrie's expression) that they first 
listened to the poisoned discourses of General Macdowall, and 
the criminal suggestions of those connexions of his, who, after 
his departure, by combinations and writings, carried on the 
infatuated woik of sedition ^\hicU he had begun. 

Had it even been iudisput.ible that the Government were 
wrong in their conduct t<>ward? Colonel C’apper and Major 
Boles, it did not belong to the Army to enter into cabals, com- 
binations, and rcinorihtranccb against that proceeding. They 
.should have left it to those Officers, inriividnally to apply to 
^heir superiors, and have patiently leferrcd to their decision 
But “ from ihl. period,” says jMr. Petrie, to the publicalioii 
of the Order oJ the Ut May, including the space of near 
three inonths, i very day produced some new luanifcstalioii of 
their feeling, couinuinicatcd in letteis, addresses, appeals, 
and nianifcbtoes. Their writings bveathed a spirit of insubor- 
dinurion and resislance, wliich tould only be tolerated on 
gitmnds of expediency, policy, or necc.^ity.'’"*' 

Among those writiIlg^ was an Address from the Officers of 
llic Mwiuis Army, to Major Boles, publicly and strongly con- 
demning the conduct of the Government towards him ; settling 
a proyisiun fur him to the full amount of the pay and iStaff 
allowances of which he Iwd been deprived ; making, moreover, 
his cause their own, and undertaking for similar mutual support 
to be given and received by all Officers, who might suffer through 
ai y such exceptionable measures on the part of the Civil Go* 
vernment. 


Anothar 
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^ AnotW Paper, atill more rcmapkable, .wa 8 a MemorlaJ, or 
tnore properly^ a threatening remonstraiica* to Lord MaiUo, 
from the Officers^ in which ail their ckims, and those of Gene- 
Tal Macdowall, are repeated^ the conduct tif ,.thc Court of 
Directors and the Governnient is censured : the pretension to a 
seat in Council for the “ Representative of the Army,” and to 
Wn independent Military authority, is advanced j and the Gover- 
nor General in Council is required, in order to save '' the ex- 
treme crisis of their agitation,” to remove the Govenior 
placed over them,* 

The principles and views publicly advanced in these Papers, 
which were circulated for signatures in the principal divisions 
of the Army, have been, on former occasions, so fully con- 
sidered, and are indeed so plain, that it must b(5 quite unneces- 
sary to dwell upon them. Military 0£Scers combine to suppoil 
each other against the Government which they arc bound to 
obeyj they form themselves into a deliberative body, to ariaign 
and controul the proceedings of their superiors 5 arrogate Mili- 
tary lights, independent of w’hat they term the Civil power, 
and, in the moment of professing loyalty to their Country, 
revolt against its laws, by retpiiring the rcmovul of the Gover- 
nor, placed over them by virtue of those laws, with a threat, 
that if this is not done, they will proceed to act for themselves. 

Mr. Petrie, in his Statement, (page 25) treats the demand of 
removing of Sir G, Barlow, as a wild, extravagant, foolish 
attempt, receiving no support from the general sentiments 
and approbation of the Army.” However the attempt may 
deserve those epithets, it does not follow th.it it was not mis- 
rhievous and highly seditious, ha<l it evtMi been proposed only, 
as he says, by ''some divi'?ions of the Army 5 ” but its being 
comprehended in terms of menace in the Memorial genei.iUy 
circulated, gives a difterent view of it. 

Mr. Petrie* also observes, " it was salistaetory to find, ex- 
" cept in those Intemperate and highly disnspeetj ut productions, 
" there was no apparent disposition ^hown to disobey or oppose 

the 
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the constituted authorities ; ’* that is, wc suppose, by opeq 
actual resistance to the orders of Government, (of which, how- 
ever, one prohibited all combinations) ; but w'e really conceive, 
that when an Army had gone so far as to circulate seditious 
writings, in direct opposition to the Government^ and in them, 
besides setting up many other claims, to demand, that in order 
" to prevent the extreme crisis of their agitation, their Gover- 
nor might be removed,” they WTre well advanced towards 
open disobedience ; and that it would have been unwise in the 
Government to have waited until they bad actually arri\cd at 
that extreme. These circumstances, therefore, must be con- 
sidered as very important additions to the “ nlarniing symptoms 
" of an organized determination to compel Government to grant 
asutemcht.p.Ci, „ a redress of grievances,” which, Mr. Pelric ^ says, had been 
“ formed in most of the principal stations of the Army,” before 
the ht of May j though such a determination, doubtless, in- 
volved ill its principles every other c\il, supposing Government 

not to submit to their dcm.mds, which w'ould have more cer- 
* 

tainly led to its final subjugation. 

Mr. Petrie’s account seems to import, that matters were come 
to extremity before the 1st of May. (lovcrnmcnt certainly 
thoii'ihi that (lisafl’ection and sedition had spread so far, as to 
require immediate measures for their suppression, ^\^lat hope 
remained on the ride of Government, for rational or honourable 
conciliation, we cannot discover ; but General Gowdie’s circu- 
lar letter, of the hth March, to the Commanding Oflicers of Di- 
visions, c.’iling on them to suppress all improper addresses and 
raeiTiorials, and Iiis other circular letter on the subject of the 
dd lrcss to Major jlolcs, were intended to prevent tlie progress 
of sedition, md the necessity of interference on the part of 
Government. These strong calN from the Head of the Army 
had no material eiTect. The address to Major Btilcs was forced 
upon the notice of Government. It was an act of open sedi- 
tion. The memorial to the Governor General, a still more 
desperate ineasnre, had been more concealed ; ami the decided 
support which Lord Minto was found to give to the proceedings 
of the Madras Government, stopped the progress of it ^ but. 



3IS that Government very justly reasoned, thgsc* Officers who 
had been most active in framing and circulating that dangerous 
paper, which had not failed of its design from any want of 
boldness or malignity on their part, could not be considered 
as any longer fit to be intrusted with the command of men 
and arms, which they insinuated the intention of eventually 
'' turning against the State.” 

These principles led to the suspensions of the 1st May, which 
were confined to those Officers of superior rank, few in num- on the ui May] 
her, who appeared by evidence, in our judgment sufficiently 
conclusive, and of which, though Colonel Jiannerman has * n.ssent of c«»J. 
arraigned it, no part has, to our knowledge, been disproved, 
to have been most active in the formation and circulation of the 
Memorial. For the address to Major Boles, Captain Grant, 
who Iiad ostentatiously proclaimed himself to Government a 
subscriber to it, was the only person svlio suffered suspension 
from tlie service. The inconlrovcrrible grounds of these pro- 
ceedings w'ere explained in tlic General Order announcing them. 

The Memorial, it is there said, “ is not more hostile to the 
“ authority of this (loverniiient than to the first principles of 
all government. It maintains opinions directly adverse to 
the Constitution of the British Service, and is calculated to 
'* destroy every foundation of discipline, obedience, and fiiie- 
'' lity.” And the address to Major Boles is justly said to be 
** incompatible with the military character, and repuguant to 
the fundamental principle of military discipline and govern* 
meut." 


To these proceedings, the accusations so frequent in the Di^- f ** 

. r , . , . , . . . w . ^ 

gents, I* of arbitrary and violent conduct in the Madras Govern- ik^s piowedvi^.. 
lueiit, probably in part refer j but they are particularly aitaigtiet: 
by Colonel Bauiicrman as ” oppressive,” and by Mr. F.iliison Vr. 

as “ unjust and impolitic as setting fue to the match t 
already prepared by preceding aggravations, ” Ac. Surely, 
gentlemen who accumulate such terms of coiidcinnaiion on this 
and other aits of the Madias Government, do not mean that 
the sediliou,' proceedings vyhifli were assigned as the grounds ct 

the 



tie measure of Ihe first of May trcre aot- reatitieS) or tliat thi^ 
Government should have taken no mtiu of them, but have 
passi\ely suffered sedition to advance from one step to another? 
They have blamed the course pursued, bat no one has intimated 
what was to be done m such an alarming conjuncture, excepting 
indeed to appeal to a Court Martial j to which point we sbalf 
presently speak. It is in vain to resort here to the word cond^ 
IMonj unless concession (and concession at the very worst time) 
be really meant. It is sufficiently obvious that nothing else 
would have produced even a temporary calm. 


• Dissent by Col. 
Bjiuioiiinu. 

)>it|n liy Mr. 
Yaitiku'i. 
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It is stated, as a distinct ground of objection, by the two 
gentlemen just named, * that the Officers accused were punished 
without a trial, which, according to the constitution of the 
Aviiiy, they ought to have had before a Military Tribunal. To 
that proceeding, of which there will hereafter be occasion to 
take further notice, the same objection has been urged in other 
Dissents. Wc must own the necessity, and therefore the pro- 
priety, of the measure adopted by Government, appears to us 
very clear. The martial law seems to pre-suppose the great 
body of the Military, by whom it is to be administered, to be in 
a state of loyalty and subordination to Government, and pre- 
pared to punish the violation of those duties ; but the Legis- 
lators could not mean, nor can the safety of any Government 
admit, that, if the military body in general are engaged in a 
course of measures hostile to the State, it is to be left to those 
so confederated to determine upon the guilt or innocence of 
each other. Common sense revolts at this idea, which would 
require an adherence to the form, at the sacrifice of the sub- 
stance of justice. Whenever the Military body, which is formed 
only to serve and protect the state, shows unequivocal symptoms ' 
of a disposition to resist or controul it, the State must have a 
perfect right to remove that body from its service ; aUd the same 
ill respect to individuals, without even, in their case, resorting 
to a Court Martial; and still less is this resort to be expected 
when the offenders, from the generality of the offefice, can 
hardly be referred to judges who may not be parties in the same 
guilt. This, we presomej is the practice in all countries ; aU'd 
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if the propriety of it needed atiy.iUu$tratiou».-^eiiaYc only to 
look at a laigc body of the Madras OfficeriJ spon after, publicly 
deinaudiug of (rovernment that Lieutenant Colonel Inues, who 
had maintained his loyalty in the command of Masulipatam, and 
had been deposed by the revolted Officers of that garrison, 
should be brought to a Court Martial for his general conduct 
there. In circumstances such as these, in which tlie Madras 
Government and the IVladras Army were placcrl, it is entirely 
probable that the demand for proof would have been unusually 
rigorous, the means of furnishing it, even in cases of certain 
dclinipicncy, unusually difficult, and the delay great ; so that a 
reference to Courts Martial iu such a crisis of extiacudlivary 
agitation and resistance to (lovernmcnt, tvas, iu the opinion of 
tlic Governor General, more likely to produce triumph than 
restraint to sedition , and the Madias Government felt itself 
reduced to the necessity of opposing its otvn power to that of 
the malcontents, or to expose to subversion that authority with 
which it had been entrusted. * 


Decided friends as Ave are to freedom of opinion justly exer- 
cised upon public subjects, wc cannot on this principle help 
thinking, that, on sucli affairs as wc are iioav discussing, affairs 
remote from tlic observation of persons licrc, considerable at- 
tention is due to the judgment of the Indian (lovcrumcuts. Sir 
G. JlarloAY had the strongest motives, personal as nell as public, 
to deter .him from enteiing needlessly or svantonly into those 
scenes of peril in which he lias been an actor. lie had a much 
greater &take depending, and much nearer opportunities of 
judging of pei’wsons and things than any of tliose who, in this 
country, sit in judgment on his conduct j and every authentic 
infoniiation, public and private, satisfies us that those avIio 
conceive him to be of a rash and violent temper, utterly uiistakc 
his character. Mr. Oakes, one of the Members of the Madias 
Qouncil, is knoAvn to be a nuui of ability Avho thinks for Iiim- 
Mr. Casamaijor has tlic rq>utation of an honourable 
njan am} a good servant of llie (Jompuny. 'I'he uiianinious 
judgment of the Bengal Government too, so near the scene ot 
^jii^tioii,, aud having so deep an iiitcicst in it, is surely entitled to 
1, regard. 


Ohfrvathm m* 
the puAmlin^s 
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regard. No responsibility can well be greater than Lord Minto’s 
in respect to the measures that have been pursued by tlie Fort 
St. George Government. He has given them his cordial appro- 
bation, has defended them by his reasonings, and bestowed the 
highest commendations upon Sir G. Barlow. One of the Dis- 
sents * indeed takes the extr.iordinary liberty of advancing, 
“ that Lord Minto’s opinion as well as his conduct, in nphold- 
ing, and applauding Sir G. Barlow, must he considered as 
“ purely political 3 as what, in his opinion, would pi-oduce the 
best possible eflcct on the mind of the Army.” But Lord 
Minto, in all his letters to the Court of Directors and to the 
Secret Committee, in those written from Bengal as well as .it 
Madras, all of them unknown to the Army, has expatiated, in 
still stronger terms, and with evident pleasure and cordiality, 
upon the merits of Sir G. Barlow, and has warmly recommended 
th.it those merits be distingui'^hed by public honours and re- 
wards. By such glosses as this, all facts and characters may be 
explained away. But if the authors of the Dissent think that 
the Governor General, surrounded by a mutinous Army, acted 
“ wisely in holding up and appl, Hiding Sir G. Barlow, as what, 
in hi> opinion, would produce the best possible effect on the 
mind of the Army,” may we not ask w’hcther they think it 
also wise, n iiilst it is too well known the ferments in that Army 
have not yet subsided, and arc likely to be excited again by 
auxiliary agitations in this country 3 w^hether they think it wise 
in Dirtt'fofs to take a quite contrary course, in written opinions 
intended to be made public, to vilify and degrade Sir G. Barlow 
and his racisures ? Will this likewise " have tlie best possible 
effect on the mind of the Army,” or the tranquillity of the 
country ?— The same Dissent represents Sir George Barlow him- 
self as dealing in a way still more extraordinary with his ow^n 
character, as having ** broadly stated to the Madras Army,** 
when in the height of rebellitm, that every measure’* (mean- 
ing obviously every measure characterized in the Dissent as 
s( \erc, oppressive, &c.) " he had adopted, from the first order 
'* rcs])ccling General Macdowall to the unhappy expedient of 
tlie 2fith of July, had directly and immediately been the cause 
‘ of the increased dkeontents of the Army, their intemfieraie 
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rpfitofisiiances, and subsequent acts of violence:* Tlie scope of 
die able Paper * here alluded to is directly contrary to all this. 
It sets before the Officers the long series of their seditious pro- 
ceedings, with a view still to bring them back to reason, loyal- 
ty, and obedience. It refers to various means used by Govern- 
ment in the way of counsel, admonition, warning, moderation, 
and forbearance under strong provocations, to lead them to u 
sense of tlicir duty, and of the danger of the course they were 
pursuing. It expresses deep regret that these measures of mode- 
ration, these repeated and urgent appeals to the discipline, duty, 
national attachment, and professional honour of the Company’s 
Officers proved ineffectual 5 that seditious Memorials still con- 
tinued to be circulated, and sentiments of sedition to be openly 
declared in many parts of the Army j and then it goes on to 
state “ that the farther forbearance of Government would have 
enoouraged llic progicijs uf these evils j that a course of 
explanation and exhortation had been pursued in vain, and it 
became imperiously necessary to check, by a salutary example 
of punishment, a spirit of insubordination that threatened 
the most dangerous consequences to the prosperity of the 
" Empire.” This example (of the 1 st May) confined still to a 
small number of leading offenders, did not arrest the progress of 
sedition, which equally resisted measures of forbearance and 
punishment. A systematic course of aggression and insubordi- 
nation, a determined spirit of revolt nt length foiled the (lO- 
vernment to adopt decided measures for the support of its own 
authority ; having only tl]c alternative of pursuing this course, 
or being guilty of the most criminal dereliction of duty in cou- 
firming the evils of sedition and Mutiny, by fiubmissivn to u 
body of men placed by law under its authority. 

Such is the tenour of ti\Is paper, still intended to bring the 
Officers to reficction ; bijt the Pissent would pervert the whole, 
and place to tho'^c measures of prevention, which the aggressions 
of the Officers forced Government to adopt in self-defence i 
meoijures entirely appro\ed by the iSupreim* Government, and 
known to the Army to be so (though the Dissents in general 
quite overlook these material facts) it would place to them those 
t 2 evils 
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evils produced by the inveterate, pcrscverini^ spirit ol sedition 
and revolt. We hope to be pardoned in some repetition for the 
sake of illustrating this method of judging of the conduct of 
Sir G. Barlow. It extends to small things as well as to great. 
We are (old by gentlemen who have not been within 12,000 
milc.s of Sir G. Barlow idiiring all these transactions, " that, 
excepting in a very few favourites, in every look and crery 
** gesture he perceives treason and rehellion'' 

The preceding observations may serve at the same time to 
convey our sentiments of the measure of the 1st of May, to 
which stage of the histoiy wc now come. It appears to us that 
Government then met an evil which w’ould have become greater 
by delay, aud that they judged wisely in taking this resolution. 

The Government might have been run down, and made con- 
temptible and inefficient merely by the continued unpunished 
licentiousness of the disaffected. They would have rendered 
more easy the prevalence of military usurpation, the immediate 
consequence of which would have hern the abrogation of all 
measures of retrenchment, probably the establislinient of all the 
extravagant claim.s of the Aimy ; and the restoration of a con- 
stitutional paramount authority to the Civil power would lienee 
have become a work of great difficulty. It may therefore admit 
of doubt, whether the measure adopted on the 1st of May was 
not deferred too long, since, whilst Government wms exercising 
forbeartiuce, the spirit of sedition was becoming stronger. It 
evidently left no means of fair conciliation on the part of (Jo- 
vcrnmcni, which, on the contrary, states expressly, that tin: 
General Order of the 1st of May could not have been delayed 
withou* hastening the arrival of an extreme crisis.” 

It Msms to have retarded that crisis j but the Hydrabad Sub- 
sidiary Force, rejecting the compliment paid to their conduct in 
the General Order of the 1st May, circulated on the 18th of 
that montii an address to the Army, declarative of their appro- 
bation of the seditious proceedings which had been adopted by 
the disaffected Officers, their condemnation of the acts of the 

Government, 
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Governmenl, aiul their atlhcrencc to the measures of the rest of 
the Army. Colonel Baunerman * says, the, local effect of • Pi-«nr. 
ibis measure, the Order of the 1st of May, is distinctly 
marked upon our records. The portion of the Army, higldy 
** complimented in that Order for its allegiance and fidelity, 

felt the ties of allegiance dissolved by this act of extreme noiiud, 
oppression, flew at once into rebellion, and instantly dc- 
manded its repeal.” 

Having already, as wc think, vindicated the act and the non- 
reference of the conduct of the accused Ofiicers to a Court 
Martial, the only objection urged by Colonel Banncrman against 
it, wc must be permitted to say, that the “ l-jcal eflect of the 
measure” seems to us unhappily urged, as either proof or 
illustration of the measure having been wrong. Jt is another 
instance of that unjust mode of arguing against which wc have 
befijre protested 3 charging upon Govirnnicnt, acting in defence 
of its own legitimate authority, the rebellious acts to uhich the 
Officcis proceeded. Supposing even the Government to have 
^one beyond its proper powers on this occasion, was there not 
an appeal to the common superiors of the Go\erinncnt and the 
Army^ Were the whole body of Officers warranted to combine 
upon tliis occasion to make themselves judges of the case 3 to 
judge the ties of allegiance, even of those who did not suffer, 
dissolved 3 to make war against the Governiucnt, and then to 
dictate the repeal of their act ? AVe do not say that Colonel 
Bannerman means to a])provc of lhe>c proceedings 3 but wc 
must be of opinion, that to introduce them in the solemn judg- 
ment of a person in authority, apparently for the purpose only 
of eliminating the Goveriiinent, and in language that may be 
thought even ajiologetical, without expressing any feeling of 
that ablioiTcncc nliich their enormity ought to call torth, is 
liable to very strong objection. The same honourable Director 
has connected with this article a sweeping condemnation of the 
measures of Government, recited in their General Grder of 12th 
August, which he terms a scries of acts of despotic oppres- 
** sion3 '’— a systematic course of aggression, and ot aggra- 
" vated imlignity ; ” retorting thus upon the Government the 
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language used by it with respect to the Officers, Assertions of 
th?. criminating nature, utterly unsupported by proof, intro- 
duced long after the general subject had been considered, and 
applied to measures which all the Indian authorities abroad and 
at home have approved and sanctioned, appear to us of a most 
injurious tendency, and entitled to very serious disapprobation. 

Prngre» of the Government took no immediate step upon this proceeding of 

lievolt. Ilydiabad Force. It had a powerful cft'cct on the body of 

Officers j and the example ^vas very generally followed. Com- 
'' mittecs of Officers were established at all the military stations. 
“ They assumed the exercise of the highest power, and com- 
“ nienced an active correspondence with each other, for the 
pui*pose of forming and combining their plans of revolt.” 
The ostensible objects of the disaffected Officers w'ere a redress 
of alleged grievances (none of wdiich had the appearance of 
foundation, unless the question concerning the distribution of 
places of emolument between King’s and Company’s Officers, 
which was in reference to the Coiirt of Directors) the obtaining 
of Bengal allowances, the dismissal of unpopular Offivvts from 
their official situations, and the restoration of Officers who had 
been removed from stations, or suspended the service. The 
Government of Madras, however, say, there is every reason 
to believe those projects were considered only as prcliminaiy 
*• to the accomplishment of more extensive and dangerous views, 
“ particularly the subversion of the present Government.” The 
Ilydrabad Force, emboldened by impunity, on the l.'ith June 
transmlfted an Address to the Government, with 186 signa- 
tures ; iu which, after stating the impending danger of a sepu- 
fdtion of the Military from the Civil Authority, and of the loss 
of the ctyitnlry j and declaring that the whole Army is' united in 
one cause, they require that the Orders of the 1st May might 
be memded. They had fir»t inserted in their paper an intuna- 
tion that the scenes of Vellore might be re-acted with increased 
effect } but that intimation was afterwards omitted. This Paper 
of course became known to the wliolc Army. 


On the 2oth June the European Regiment at Masulipatam 

mutinit'd, 
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mutinied^ and Colonel limes was pat under arrest by Major 
Story, the leader of that revolt. The revolted Officers received 
from most of the stations of the Army applause, and promises 
of dffectual support. 

Lieutenant Colonel Malcolm, an Officer of known talents, 
and very popular with the Army, was sent to take the command 
of Masulipatain, in the hope that he might be able to induce 
that garrison to return to a sense of its duly. He was with 
difficulty admitted by the Officers, but found it iinpoSwSible to 
restore them to obedience, or, as he thought, to avert the most 
dreadful calamities, unless all the obnoxious demands in which 
the Officers of the Army were combined and pledged to each 
other, were granted. 

On the 5th of July the Force of Jaulnah prepared an 
Address to the Governor General of such an intemperate nature, 
that Colonel Montresor, their senior Officer in that quarter, 
declined to forward it. 

On the 5tU of July also, the Officers of the Hydrabad Force, 
in a body, refused to permit the march of a battalion which 
Government had oiilcred to proceed from that station to Goa, 
because, hav'mg wilted among themselm, and iciih tlie whole 
** Army, they deemed any attempt to divide them destructive (f 
** that Resolution and that the assustance of that hattuUon might 

soon he necessary to them, and their attachment they were as* 

** sured of" Orders issued on the 9th of July, for the march 
of three battalions from Travancore, and for the march of a 
detachment from Seringapatam to Bangalore, were also diso* 
beyed. 

On the 2l8t July, the Officers at Hydrabad presented what 
they called the Ultimatum to Oovenimcnt. They required the 
public repeal of the Order of the 1st of May; the restoration 
of every Officer who had been removed or suspended ; the trial 
of Lieutenant Colonel Iniics ’’' for his general conduct at Masu- * 
lipatam ; the removal from office of the Officers of the General oovaamem. 

Stall'; 
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Stair ; and gcotral Amnesty for the measures which the 
Officers of the Coast Army had adopted, Oa the 2Cth of July, 
a detachment ordered by Government to mareh from Seringa- 
patam to Bangalore, refused to move. This might have been 
known at the Presidency about the iJOth. 


Conihut <\f the open rcM^talKe or revolt of considerable portions of the 

Gomume'itvp- . , ... ... . . . , . 

rtH the rt'ltiiii'is Army— thc combinations v/hich uiiiten with them, in sentiments 

TheQff!fa- ^ vicws, otlicr divisions of thc Army— the failure of Colonel 

Malcolm's mission to Ma8ulipatam-<-and the intelligence received 

from various quartcis, reduced the Government to the altev- 

nativc of either subduing thc Officers by force, or making to 

them the concessions they demanded— “ Concessions which,” 

wc concur witli thc Madras (jovcrnnient in thinking, would 

liavc effectually confirmed the spirit of sedition, have csta- 

blished an ascciidaiit power in thc Army, unconirollabic by 

'' the Govenuiient— would have strengthened thc presumption, 

** contempt of authority, an*d confidence in their power, al- 

ready too prevalent in the Army, have made that body indc- 

** pendent of tlie law j and, if it had not actually caused the 

subversion of the Government, would Ivave reduced it to a 

degree of weakness which would have led to the most fatal 

disorders.” AVas conciliation practicable here ? It appears 

that Govei ument still thought of it, but thought of it as out 

of their reach, in which wc must agree with them. “ Any 

'' aUcmpl even,” say they, “ for the purpose of conciliation in 

" thc evisiiug .state of things, would have been productive of 

** equally pernicious cfl’ccts. To have endeavoured to conci- 

liatc when thc conduct of the Army demanded signal pimish- 

“ rnent, would naturally have produced the conclusion, that 

** our iiuMsurcs w'crc dictated by a consciousness of our wtak- 

nc^s, and would hair borne the appearance of submission to 

** the outrageous conduct f^nd menacing language of thjc Army. 

These considerations derived force from thc peculiar nature 

of the demands of the Army— the repeal of Orders for 

the punishment of Officers who Lad committed great offen* 
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Matter! could not in, ana tVie 

Government, having mat^refy ddiborated onthe wliolc of thcii 
aitnation aacl dutyi resolved to tivoid concession, being ctnifidcnt 
they could, by a due exertion of authority, maintain ntiimpaii eil 
the just rights and poweis entrusted to them, and that this 
course would involve no consetjuenres which were not in- 
finitely less dangerous to the national interests than tho^e 
" which would have inevitably resulted from submission to the 
menaces of a revolted Army.” In our opinion the Govern- 
naent judged wisely,' and displayed great firmness and vigour, 
under vcjy tiying oircumStimees, both in the resolution they 
adopted, and in the measures with which they followed it up. 
One of the first of (Iwsc was to remove, as far as should be 
found practicable, disaC^cd Officers fmm command j to ex- 
plain to the native troops the* ground of this proceeding; and 
to impress upon them, at the same time, the pnhunount duty 
they caved to the Government. The particular precaotirms and 
directions given for carrying those Orders Into cffiect, may he 
seen HI tlie Fort St. George General liCtter of the lOlh Septem- 
ber 1809. To accomplish these objects, the Officers com- 
manding the principal Divisions of the AriUy were, on the 26ih 
July, first instructed, after suitable exidanations, to rcfpiirc 
from the European Officers under them, n declaration of fidelity 
to the Goveintocnt, according to the tenour of their Coinmis- 
.sions, and to remove from the itninodiate execution of duiy 
those Officers \Vlio shoiiLri decline such a declaration ; their ordi- 
nary aliowaUces being st ill contimied to them. ITic coinmandln:' 
Officers were next enjoined to make the proper communications 
to the nati\*c Officers. 

In the circumstances in which the Fort St. George Govt'i n- 
ment were placed, no measures cotlld, in bur opinion, be more 
■ditnral, judicious; and uticttseptlcfoalfte' than these, and no ob- 
jc^oos have surprised ws mol'd thah those adi'unrrJ against 
them. ’ A Test," says Colonel Bannerinan f; pre-sreppodirfg 
“ duaff'ecticn and seditious combination^ was mnseijricntiy u*!clcss 
'' if the supposition was true, — a gross injury and insult, if 
unfounded, and productive of no consequence but the sub- 
M ursioii 
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'' version of discipline by the removal of the Officers from their 
** men, and the further excitements in the native troops of agi- 
tations.” He adds (very truly), " that the public Records 
do not contain the details which might be required to establish 
this objection j” bpt says, the Government Gazette exhi- 
bits only 150 names as taking the Test, out of a body of 
** 1 ,300 Officers j” and then complains of the absence of 
'' public documents,” denouncing the Government '' for call* 
ing on the Court to decide on its garbled statements, and 
withholding the series of documents which would have led to 
** opposite results and conclusions.” The same objection as 
to the number of signatures is made by Sir F. Baring and Sir 

* ^n**ai!dsfr^H Unhappy expedient of the 

2Cth July,” and say, the bond of union between the 
Officers and Sepoys has been too roughly treated for such 

« DisH-nt of 24 th delicate machinery.” Mr. Elphinstone § is afraid " Sir G. 

April, laio. €< p,jirlow has ruined and disorganised the Army he has 
shown the native troops, says that honourable gentleman, 
'' our weakness and their strength— has placed the European 
Officers in a disgraced situation before them, ” &c. We shall 
briefly observe, in answer to these objections, that the propo- 
sal of a Test did not, as Colonel Banncnnan assumes, suppose 
universal guilt or uni\ers8d innocence, but a seditious combina- 
tion of many indiscriminated individuals ) and that as in such 
a case nothing can be more obviously just and proper than to 
distinguish the guilty from the innocent, so it cannot be an 
insult to any man to desire that he will do what is his duty, that 
IS, to declare himself. Whilst the public documents were not 
arrived, Colonel Bannerman could not know that those sent 
homewcif garbled,” nor that the full series would have led 
to opposite conclusions. The documents in regular series are 
since come } they lead to no opposite conclusions. Tliose first 
received' prove not to have been ** garbled i” the implied 
intention, therefore, to withhold the Records is found to 
have had no existence, and the delay to have been owing to 
other causes. 

Jf the number <Jf Officers who signed the Test or Declaration 

of 
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of Obedienrce was comparatively sm^U^ (though wc doubt the 
accuracy of that stated in the Dissents) of $o much grcate** 
importance was the measure, since the speedy effect of it under 
the overawing presence of King's troops was to remove the 
disaffected Officers from all the centre and southern divisions of 
the Aimy ; from the corps in the ceded districts 3 in Travan- 
core, Malabar, Canara, and Bangalore : and the native troops 
at all those stations professed their loyalty and attacl ment. 

These effects were the main objects of the measure 3 and they 
disconcerted at once the counsels of the seditious Committees, 
and signally contributed to render the cause of legal authority 
triumphant. Nor could O/ficei's reasonably complain of not 
being entrusted by Government \vith an authority they would 
not promise to use in its support. With respect to the native 
troops, if inconveniences arise from the appeal of Government 
to their loyalty, those inconveniences are wholly to be charged 
to the Officers who rendered it necessary for Government to 
make that appeal. No propo:#ition can be more intolerable 
than that the Officers should, on any pretence whatever, be 
allowed to retain a power of deluding or seducing the men 
placed under their command, into rebellion against the Govern- 
ment that pays them, and to whom they owe allegiance. No 
evils apprehended from undeceiving the men could approach to 
this ; and the example of the great Lonl Clive, with whose 
judgment and experience it can be no disparagement to the 
objectors to say that their’s are not to be compared, ought to 
be decisive on this point. In the mutiny of the European 
Officers in 1706, he not only informed the native troops of the 
true state of the case, but employed them in seizing and putting 
some of the Officers in confinement 3 and none of the evils pre- 
dicted from the late milder proceeding followed. The measures 
of the 2Gth July were, in a word, calculated both to uphold 
the just authority of Government and to prevent thjj? horrors of 
a civil war. * , 

Mr, A/nVf 

But it must be concluded they were among those which, Mr. of the 

points an dijHe-, 

Petiie says, i« his Minute, he represented in cowfcrsa/ion with ,gnce between 
ibir G. Barlovv to be, in his opinion, “ inapplicable, hazardous, 

m 2 autT exatntned. 
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aiiti tbtally diopnrbpoctioned ta the object aftd to tbe Inagilii 
t»chs of the emergijney.” It may be proper^ therefore, at 
this .advanced Alage of the transactions^ to attend to the obset- 
valaons be has lecordod. I thought,'* says he, that, rathCi^ 
thnn conciliate the Arnty, we were endangering the security 
of our Indian Empire. To Sir O, Barlow it seems to have 
appeared tlitit, almost under any eireumstances, concession 
mn^^t he the greater evil j whereas to me it^seemed a feather 
wlicu placed in the scale against the revolt of the Army, a 
civil war, and the probable loss of the country." He (Sir 
(i. Barlow) thought it better to risk an immense stake, an 
Empire, than rescind an Order. I wished to yield to form 
rather tiiau endanger the substance." 

In the contrasted view here exhibited of the opinions of Sir 
G, Barlow and Mr. Bctrie, think there is a misrepresenta- 
tion essentially iinjubt. It is evident from the whole current of 
the public documents from Fort St. George and Bengal, that 
Sir (ir. Barlow, the majority of his Council, and the Govern- 
ment General, did not mean to contend, nor did actu.ally con- 
tend, lor punctilios or forms, but for interests of the highest 
in}pi»vtancc j that the question with them was not between 
hazarding an Empire imA teseinding an Order** or yielding 
a form," but between surrendering the lawful authority of 
the Civil Government and resisting military domin^ion ^ thut 
they did not maintain concession under any Hrcamstances to be 
the greater evil, but auch concessiofis as were required, under the 
mrcumstarices in lehich they were reqvirsd ) and that the Govern- 
ment acted not as it did rather than conciliate,*^ or in the 
belief that they were /wizarding the Indian Empire by resistance, 
but beca\isc they saw no means of conciliation, except conces- 
sions which would have exjrosid that Empire to the grcatelt 
dangers.- , ‘v ‘ 

We cannot allow to Mr. Petrie, that the refusal of concession 
or the probable loss of the country w’as the alternative Govern- 
ment had before them : and we think, Woreowr, that Mr. Petrie 
has takcu fur granted a proposition of immense TinpM:Biice, not 

to 



to be conceM without proofs of which an atom ' has not ap-* 
pearetl— that^ in yielding” {what he calls) “ the form, the 

substance would not have b^n endangered.” After clearing 
away these incumbrances^ the plain question comes to be, 
whether^ under a comprehensive view of all circumstances^ 
i-esistancc was to be chosen by tlic Government rather than con- 
cession ? We hare already given the reasons which have de- 
termined us to vote with all the Indian authorities in the 
affirmative. 

The plan of this Paper does not require us to trace minutely Pratn^j of 
the progress of the rebellion , and we arc glad to be exempted 
from the aillicting details of open revolt in different corps in the 
Army ^ of the seizure of public treasure in various places •, of 
one actual conflict in the field, to which the Company's Sepoys 
had been led by the deluding information of the Officers, to the 
sacrifice of many lives j of the unworthy arts used by the 
Officers to keep the Sepoys ignorant of the real state of things, 
to prevent the Proclamations afldrcssed to them by Government 
from reaching them 5 — to persuade them that Government en- 
tertained designs against themj — and of the operations Inch 
the revolted Officers either attempted or seemed to have in view 
s^igainst the public authority. It is a more pleasing task to advert, 
thouffh briefly, to the system of measures * by which a wise • Pf.it “V. o.Mrin- 

o j J ^ <,.u IJI LriUt, iO 

and energetic Government, unappallcd by the most threatening 
dangers, crushed a widely extended rebellion before it could 
bring oji the horrors of a civil war. 

The Orders of the 2fith July, so much dccric{I by vome, had 

\ n- e -1 ./•„!. . OppOS* 

the cncct of securing the services of all the native troops to the u /,y c»- 
Southward of the river Kistuah, with the exception of the gar- 
rison of StTingapatam. The King’s troops, to their lasting 
honour, had been stcdfastly loyal | and reinforcements had been 
obtained Irom Ceylon and Bombay, which considerably increas- 
ed their numbers. The only troops in rebellion, which could 
Oppose resistance in the field, were those at Hydrabad, Janltiah, 
and in the northern division of the Army. For many reasons it 
had become importJant to reduce the e troops at the earliest 

uioiiicnt ^ 
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momeat j and vety able and poi^rful arrangements were made 
for this purpose. A public Proclamation, addressed to the 
native troops on the 3d of August^ at length made an iinpres* 
BioH on the corps at the stations just mentioned, where the 
Sepoys had hitherto been kept in ignorance and delusion. The 
choice of Colonel Close, whose weight of character is so great 
among the Natives and Europeans, to command at Hydrahad, 
and his intrepid and masterly proceeding during the one day, 
(tlic 3d of August) in which the Officers allowed him to exercise 
his command, had a very material effect in opening the eyes of 
the Sepoys, to whom, at the head of the line, in the midst of 
appearances of hostility, he explained the real state of things, 
and their duty and interest to remain loyal o the Government. 
The consequence was that, in a few days after, the native 
troops at Hydrahad expressed to their Olficcfi their determina- 
tion to adhere to their allegiance to Government: and this oc- 
currence, with tlic movement of a large force towards Hydrahad, 
and the declared determination of Government to maintain 
their authority, presented to the view of the Officers their des- 
pci-ate situations. Hence the resident at Hydrahad, in a Letter 
to the Governor’s ^Military Secretary of tlic 6th August, states, 
tliat the Officers saw nothing but ruin from persevering in their 
criminul course, and that, in his opinion, a general amnesty 
would induce tliein to reluru to their allegiance. 

In reply, the Resident was informed that there was no 
intention on the part of Government of listening to any terms 
but unconditional submission to authority j and, on the 11th 
August, (probably before the answer to the Resident could 
have reached that place,) ail the Officers of the subsidiary force, 
at Hydrahad spontaneously signed the Declaration of the 26th 
July, and offered their luiGonditional submission. This exiunpld 
was, followed by the forces ut Maeolipatam, Seringapatajp) and 
Jaulnah, which completely terminated the revolt. 

It has been industriously asserted and propagated, that the 
submission of the Officers was entirely owing to the approach of 
Loid ^linto to Madras. , ' r ' 

Mr. 



87 

Mr. Petrie, in his Statement, (pp. 60— 64J has laboured at 
great length to establish this point, and has taken much credit 
to himself for predicting the good consequences that would 
result even from the knowledge of Lord Minto's intention to 
repair to that Presidency. After setting forth the enoimities 
committed by the revolted Officers, as so many evidences that 
the system pursued by Government was wrong, and to show 
that what he is pleased to call inlimidaiion and coercion had 
** completely failed^ and thatj hy a persererance in the same sys- 
“ tern, every rioting mind trembled for our Empire in the East,'" 
he adds—'' In this crisis, on this volcanic ground, the Army 
" received the communication of Lord Minto’s notification to 
" the Army in- Bengal, and of his intention of proceeding to 
" Madras, with enthusiastic pleasure. Every measure of vio- 
" lence, which had been either adopted or contemplated, was 
" immediately abandoned. The force at Ilydrabad and the 
" garrison at Masnlipatain, who had been the first to resist the 
" orders of Government, took *tbc lead in returning to the 
" allegiance of duty and obedience. 'J’heir submission was 
" unconditional, but to the Governor General, and not to the 
" Governor of Madras. Their e.Yample has been every where 
" followed.” 

Tt is not to be wondered at, that gentlemen who adopt the 
views and representations of Mr. Petrie, should follow him in 
this instance, " We are distinctly of opinion,” says Sir Francis 
Baring and Sir Hugh Inglis,^ " that the sword of revolt was 
*' sheathed when the Governor General announced sentiments 
" of moderation, justice, and lenity, and not less than 30,000 
" men who were then in opposition to Government, surrendered 
" at discretion.” This is a coubiderablc improvement upon Mr. 
Petrie j for the vieni probably in all not more than 13 or 
15,000, were not " in opposition,” but in the dark; and, 
when they discovered the tnijch, refused to oppose Government. 
" All Sir George Barlow's firmness,’* says Mr. Pattison, " could 
" not have savetl him, hud not Lord Minto’s approach letl to a 
" hope in the Army,”t " The Officers, ” according to 
Mr. Elphinstonc, " had shown unequivocal signs of a return to 
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Ulteir duty, and a desire to submit their claims to the Gover- 
'' nor General, who might be soon expected/’ This is partly 
the language of Mr. Petrie’s Minatc— The Army had then 
manifested unequivocal proofs of returning subordination and 
** obedience.” But let it be observed, that Mr. Petrie refers 
here not to Loixl Minto s appitmeh, but to the time at mrhich it 
was proposed to him (Mr. Petrie) to sign an Addins to Sit 
George Barlow*— (and here too it w'ill afterwards appear that hh 
was mistaken}— Mr. Petrie, in his Minute (laid befora the 
Board) docs not say one word of effects produced by Lord 
Minto’s approach, on which he so much enlarges in his States 
merit j a paper, which, as we are now about to take leave of it, 
we must declai*e to be, in our opinion, of a very mischievous 
tendency, but of w^hich the publication is, we conceive, ’to be 
ascribed to his friends rather than to himself. 

Nolliing indeed could be more adverse to Mr. Petrie’s whole 
theory and conduct, respecting the commotions in the Madras 
Arm}', than the triumph of the system pursued by Sir 0. Barlow. 
It is not unnatural, therefore, that he should be disposed to 
ascribe the successful result to another cause. But a recurrence 
to facts will show that they arc at irrcconcileablc variance with 
his representation. 

In the first place, the Letters of the Bengal Qoternment of 
the 20<h Fcbruaiy and 37th May 1809, which were imblished 
to the Ktmy of Port St. George, and in a style admonitoiy, 
authorilnrive, and impressive, fully set forth Lord Minto’s sen- 
timents of the irtsubordinate proceedings of the Officers ; and 
the motives of duty and obedience which ought to regulate their 
conduct, had not the effect of stopping the progress of sedition 
among them : nor had his more ]^intetl private cointminieations 
* srciiia Grnprai to soiUe of the suspended which must probablv have 

LPtier, U Oct. 

ivv, i)ard. 40 . been made known to the Madras Aimy, any better success, 
Ijord 'Minto’s General Order of the 20th July, announcing hfs 
intention of proceeding to Madras, is therefore the first docu- 
ment on the present subject to which Mr. Petrie and the au^ors 
of the Dissents can refer. Ihis Cfcneral Order was writfcn 

when 



%vlien Lord Molo liad beards of no jotber act x)f open dUob&> 
dtencc in tbe Madras Aimy than tbe depositioii aod imprison- 
meut of Colonel InncSj oonunaading officer at Maaulipatain $ 
and it dwells particularly ou tliat affair. It ^a$ not fraiuetl^ 
iberefore, witli tlie knowledge of any sub'^equent events. It 
must have reached M^isulipatiim long prior to tlie 7th August^ 
and its effect may be seen by an Address of that date from the 
Officers who usurped the command there. Conceiving that 
Lord Miuto uicunl to hold forlU conciliation to them uj;K>n their 
o%vn terms, they considered his General Order as consoling ^ 
hut they so little Jinew What became tlie siiuution pf the Go- 
vernor General or their own, that they iiifonn hlnn the violent, 
oppressive, ireachtnms conduct of the Government of Fort St. 
Gcoige to their brother Officers has led Utem to take measures 
for tJuur own security : — they accuse the Government of seducing 
the aitachmnii of the native troops from their European Officers, 
which they denominate a sjmeies of treason against the nation, 
and an act of tiie grtalcst treadury to them, which has destroyed 
all confidcrice, and warranted tlicir precaution against further 
efforts of the same kind They say that the redress required by 
the Army, to retrieve them iroui that state of degradation into 
which they were plunged by the Order of the 1st May, h abso- 
lutely necessary, iSuch were the first fruits of Lord ]Minto’>. 
General Order. The garrison of Mcisuli])atiiia continued iii 
rebellion till the 16th August, when the Officers having recciwd 
intelligence of the subinUsion of tlie llydrabad Force, jMajor 
Storey and Captain Andrew^ stated, in a letter addressed to 
General Pater, that the time was arrived when they found that 
they could no longer oppose tlie authority of Governmeiu ith- 
out injury to the interests <jf their country. T^et us now inquire 
into the efl’ects of Lord ^Rlinto’s publication in other places. J( 
might arrive at Madras about the 6t)i August and as the at pa- 
ration of the Bengal post to Madras and Hydruhad takes place 
Qt MasulipaUin, and the distance is 120 miles It s> to the latter 
than to the former station, the presumption 1^. t!i it Lord'Minto's 
Order of the 20th July must have bet*n known as early at Hy- 
drabad as at Madras. On that very day, the of August, 
Captain SydcDbam, the Kesident at llydrabad, informs the 

N tuivorumcut. 
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Government^ that the Officers there look on their affairs as 
desperate^ and are desirous of submitting upon an amnesty. It 
was not, how’cver, until the lltli of that month, that the sub- 
mission of the Officers of the Subsidiary Force was declared, 
when they solicited an amnesty from the Governor General, and 
circulated information of this proceeding to the several stations 
of the Army, and earnestly entreat their brother Officers to 
follow their example. They do not assign the expected approach 
of flic (lovernor General as any reason for their conduct, but 
say that imperious circumstances and mature reflection had induced 
them to sign the declaration. The Jaulnah corps received this 
inrorniation on the 15th, when actually on their march to join 
the Ilydrabad Force, and when Lord Minto’s approach could 
be no secret : but though they were, in consecpience of the 
ic&olutioii of the Ilydrabad Oiliecr', compelled to submit also, 
yet it is a generally rcjioited fact, that they were so offended 
with the conduct of those Officcih, ai for a longtime aftertvards 
not to he on spcAing terms, with them. On the other hand, 
though the knowledge of Lord Minto’s approach must have 
rc.irheil Seiingapatam in four or five days after it came to Ma- 
duii-, that U, about the I ‘2th at the latest, yet it was the 2.'hl 
bdore that garrison surrendered, and then only on finding the 
oilier ve\oltcd coips had submitted ; that when we examine 
the conduct of the four principal revolted stations of Hydrabud, 
.liuihiah, Musulipataiu, and l^cringapat.im, the Oilicers of the 
first were iiiduenced by impnums eheumstumes, and the other 
ilircc did not submit tiil nccc^ iiy a!«o compelled tliem. Those 
“ impel iom etrcumslana s ’ aic explained by the Madras fJovein- 
• niciit,'- as already intimated, to have been the refii‘«al of the 

pau 11 - Native Troops to act with the diNaffecled Officcis at llydiabad, 

and liieiv s ibility, even had the Native Troops better supported 
them, to meet tlic force collected against them. To this account 
Mr. Petrie by- set his hand, without recording any countcr- 
di claration. And the statement given by Lord Mintu himself, 
extreinely different from ^Ir. Petrie’'^, must finally settle the 
> T"rrt vi-.fn’ (juc-stion. t ** Many assurances,” says his Lordship, had 
' u *V'„ " ' :if hed me (in Ik'ngal) that my arrival would be the signal of 
“ .'•ubmiicion ; mid altiiough I might reasonably suspect tliat 

sucb 
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''' siith a ilispositiorij if it existed, miglit be founded on expec- 
** tation of concession, which I should certainly have disap- 
'' pointed, yet it did not seem impossible that men advancing 
by such rapid and alarming strides to their own destruction, 
should catch at the pretence of a new authority, in order to 
retreat from the fearful course they were pursuing, with some 
** salvo for their pride." His Lordship adds, as another mo- 
tive, the iiiijiist malignity of the Officers against Sir G. Barlow, 
and the following paragraph, assigning the genuine reasons for 
their addressing their submission to tlic Governor General. 

Jt happened that this paper (the General Order of 20th July) 
reached the Hydrabad Subsidiary Force and some other sta- 
Tions of the Coast Army at the critical period already referred 
to, when the Officers began to waver in their designs j and 
the last paragraph appears either to have favoured the new 
dispositions to which ofhir and more coi^eiit reasons had divert 
** hirth, or to have been employed as an additional means of 
persuasion by those who tvishod, laic indeed, hut earlier than 
** the rest, to abandon themselves, and rccal others from the 
“ dangerous and fatal course they were running." * * , nn eh 

tiiiiii* t'> i*i( ' me 
iiiid vi'iy 

The critical period" alluded to in this passage bv bis Lord- 
ship, is described in the preceding part of the letter, tolia^c 
been that which succeeded the several effectual measures above 
noticed, of the Fort St. George (jovernment, for the suppres- 
sion of the revolt, which his Lordship explains at some length. 

We shall give but one short extract from this part of the letter. 

The filial and unqualified subniission of the revolted Officeis 
has been more immediately brought about by the wise energy 
“ of the later measures, the object or which w’as two-fold : 
first, to separate llie faithful from the di^atfected ; secondly, 
to withdraw the Native troops from the Controul of Officeis 
“ who were in open rebellion, and to replace the G-unpaiiyS 
" Army at the disposal and under the orders ct Govciniiieut. ’ 

After explaining tlie object of these measure;, hii Lordship 
goes on to state tlie influence produced by Colonel (’Jose's etfort. 

All that Colonel (Jiosc had it in hi’ pou cr to do at Hydrab ul,’’ 
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ttays M?. Petrie, “ liad m more effect in rccktiming the rtfrac- 
tdiy Officers, than in {>ro<)ucing the revolution in Portugal.’' 
Hie Lordtdiip gives a very different account. ** The natural 
effect of these drcumstances was much enhanced at the prin- 
cipal station of the Hydrabad S^ibsidiary Porcc, by the 
appointment of Colonel Close to that command, and by the 
courageous and vigorous attempt he made in the vei7 face of 
revolt, to detach the Native Battalions from their Officers^ 
“ rie was overborne, it is true, on the spot j but the itnpres-^ 
** sion appears to have been made, especially on the Native 
'' Officers, and to have afterwards matured itself into disposi^ 
** tions winch increased the alarm of the Officers.” 

3 \Ir. Petrie himself has subscribed to a simihir account in the 
Fort iSt. George dispatches. 

We shall close Ihia article with another more general and 
t opiw'rti i^ucr very decisive testimony from Lord IVlinto. h But my satis- 

«f i-zUi o<^. . , , ,11. . r 

i«ra. 17. faction was much increased by the important circumstance of 

this result having been obtained by the counsels ami resources 
of Fort iSt. George itself, that is to say, the very {rovenimcnt 
whose power had been dclied. This sentiment struck me 
forcibly in the first moment, and has been confirmed by e\cry 
hour’s reflection since. I have thought it, indeed, of so much 
“ moment to the public interests, that, in addition to the 
pleasure i personally feel In doing justice to Sir G. Barlow’s 
** public merits, and to my strong sense of the signal services 
** he has, on this trying occasion, rendered to his country, tl>c 
circumstance to Which 1 have alluded has become a fresh 
** m(»tive to mark, as I have been careful to do, in every public 
** document that has a reference to these events, tlic obvious 
and decisive ttifiucnce of his character and measures, in pro- 
dueing that happy issue which is the subject of the present 
** coenmunication.” Tims the magic influence, the instantane- 
ous effiSet ^which Mr. Petrie ascribes even to the report of Lord 
Minto’s approach to Madras, is completely dissipated and de* 
Ktroyed by the concurring force of irresistible facts, and of the 
' • testimony of Lord Minto himself. 


We 
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We hare now gone tbrongh the review which we proposed to CoTK'udingOh- 
ourselves, of the origin and progress of the disputes between 

' o r o i onfrifiyprogrm^ 

the Officers of the Madras Army" and the Government of that and tn 7n\namn 
^resiliency. And we trust that it has been demonstrated, by tlie 
great body of facts and evidences which we i»ave produced, that 
the aggression did not begin on the part of Government, but on 
that of the Officers ; tiiat the progress of disafi'ection and hos- 
tility among the Officers was owing essentially, not to the want 
ot conciliation in Government, which acted constitutionally in 
defence of its own rights, hut to an inveterate spirit of insub- 
ordination and pretension, which seditious acts liad inflamed, in 
the Officers, who aimed at unallow'nblc or illegsil objects by 
criminal means; and tliat the suppression of the revolt was 
cftccted by a wise and vigorous application of the resources of 
tic Fort ISt. George Government. 

Of the many in tnietivc lessons which the history of this 
remarkable affair fnrnidies, lessons wlnVh xvc trust will not Ite 
di‘TCgarded, it may he permitted to us to advert to one or tsvo 
connected with the scope of this l^ipcv: the first is thd impor^^ 
ianco of inaintainirig in HniiKp'nred v>s;our the uaihmt’j of oar 
Mum (jor(*riimrn/s. liver ^hu■e wc have p 0 ')scs^cd territory in 
Indifl, there has been a disposition in the Cuiopcaii body tlicic, 
particularly the military Officers, to enlarge their own powers 
and privileges. The great Jjord Clive was vciw early sensible of 
this truth, and, in the year 1705, thi^ delivered his sentiments 
upon it to the Court of Directors : ** TJiis rcgidation (to in- 
'* crease the iniraher of military Officers of rank) beneficicd and 
necessary as it is, will, iiotwithstuudiiig, be productive of one 
dangerous evil, if nut eonst inlly guarded against by the aiitho- 
rity of the (.lovenior anil Council, supported and enforced by 
the higher powers at home. The evil I mean to apprise you of, 
is the e^icrouvhmeni of the Military upon the CivU jurisdietm, 
and an attempt to be independent of their authority, A spirit 
of this kind has always Iteen milk : our utmost vigilance, 
therefore, is requisite to suppress it, or at least to take care 
that it bhall not actually prevail. I have been at '^ome pains 
to iuculcaU* a tola! subjection of the Army to the Government, 

“ and 
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aV)<l I doubt not yon will ever maintain that principle.’* 
And early in 1767 flic sdinc distinguished man, then taking his 
leave of fhc (xovci imieiit of Bengal, thinks it important to in- 
culcate tlie same sentiment still more forcibly, and in relation 
to the ( ’ivil as well as Military servants. No regulation can 
be caiiied into execution, no order obeyed, if you do not 
make rigorous examples of the disobedient. Upon this point 
“ I rest the welfare of the Company in Bengal. The servants 
arc now brought to a proper sense of their diify. If you 
** slacken the reins of Government, aflfairs will soon revert to 
their former channel 5 anarchy and corruption will again 
prevail, 'and, elate with a new victory, be too headstrong for 
any future efforts of Government. Recall to your memories 
the mamj attempts that have been made in the Civil and Military 
Departments, to overcome our authority, and to set up a kind 
of independency against the Court of Directors. Reflect 
also on the resolute measures wc have pm sued, and their 
%\holesome effects. Disobedience to legal pouter is the first step 
to sedition and ptdiiaiive remedies effect no cure. Every 
tender compUance, every condescension on your parts, will 
only encourage more flagrant attacks, which will daily in- 

crease in strength, and be at last in vain resisted.’* 

I repeat tliat yon must not fail to exact the most implicit 
obedience to your orders. Dismiss or su>pcnd from the 
service any man who shall dare to dispute your aiithorityr 
If yon deviate from the principle upon which we have hither* 
to acu’d, and upon which you are conscious you ought to 
proceed, or if you do not make a proper use of that power 
with which you arc invested, 1 shall hold myself acquitted, 

‘ as I do now protest again.st the consequences.” 

The Legislature since his Lordship's time has, by various 
Acts, happily and wisely placied a great degree of power in the 
hands of the administrators of British Indiaj both the adminis-* 
trators abroad and those to whose controul they are subject at 
home. But vigilance and resolution in the excicise of that 
powi T aic still and ever will be necessary. 'J'iic maintenanee of 
it in itb form and spirit, both in ludii and England, is, as wc 

conceive. 
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conceive, necessary to the preservation of our Kastern Empire. 
If the will of tlie community in India, Native or European, 
Militaiy or Civil, come, either by compulsion or influence on 
their side,' or by relaxation on the part of Government, to 
dictate in the choice of public measures and public men, there 
is an end of the supremacy of this Country and of the Company 
over India. That supremacy stands or falls, is preserved or 
impaired, as the local Governments are maintained in due 
vigour, or decline into feebleness : and all advances to a pre* 
ponderance of local influence, either by undermining or over- 
awing the constitutional authority of those Governments, must 
proportionably diminish their efficiency, and the security of that 
system of administration on which the welfare of both countries 
so much depends. There is a tendency in evciy commimity, 
especially of Europeans settled in distant dependencies of their 
mother country, to prefer the local interests of those dependen- 
cies'', to aim at local inlluence in their public affairs, and to 
make the voice and opinions of their community the standard of 
right and wrong in respect to those affairs. Wherever their 
opiiiions come in opposition to the local Government, they 
should be regarded with great caution. Local Goveniments arc 
to be punished for misconduct, especially that which tends to 
alienate the affections of the people j but rinely indeed should 
the judgment of the local community be allowed any lead in 
this matter. A Governor may render hiinself obnoxious to the 
people under him, by a steady adherence to public duty, at the 
sacrifice of the private interest of others, and his own populari- 
ty i and the consequence may be, a combination to run him 
down, and, by discrediting his measures or embarrassing his 
Government, to effect a change. Such an effect would in reality 
strengthen the local influence, and proportionably diminish the 
power of the Constitutional authorities. The legal authority, 
therefore, of (lovernmcnt in India# ought to be maintained in 
its full Aigour^ not in view to the interest of the individuals 
who may happen to be in the Government, but to the interest 
of the 8latc. The popular voice may speak truth and reason, 
£aul there it ought to be attended to; not because it is popular, 
but because it is just. The popular voice of Colonial 

bli^luncnts 



wHI generally^ for )oeaI’ Intmsis* . 4f ' » 
tike immr «(i4 po{Kilar way for a fjoveroor to lettd bimadi 
taprtM^ or pavUal inUr«sitSj whan 4n. opposkioa tolchos^ of 
public, or to temporize and heml wtiaa-a ateady adhcrenee 
to4«ty apftears, to be attended witbeondict ear dan§^ : and be 
joay then too be tempted to thiak the most conreniecit way alsar 
the aofest. But when a aumei^ue body is unittd ' in the 
piirsuit of important interests, particularly when a gr^ b<^ 
of European ACiUtory OiKccrs of onr Indian Anmes mecowbUiecI 
to- struggle for favourite objerts, they are not to be inverted by 
w.ords of complaisance. To hold a temporizing eondiiet is but 
the preliminary to concesston, and concession in such eircum^ 
stances is defeat — the defeat of legitimate aathonty-^and the 
triumpii of a body whidi ought to have whatever* is'ieasonabie 
hy voluntary grant, but not even what is reasonable through 
the instrumentality of encroachment or usurpation. In main* 
taining .these sentiments wc think we consult tlie permanefit 
interest of tlic Community, Military and Civil, as well as that 
of t!ie Indian Governmtmts and of this Nation. We, not lesa 
ibaii those who hrt\e used the language of indulgence with 
respect to all the late cxcei-iCvS of the Army, arc sincere well- 
wiahers to their lasting welfare and fame. Wc are aware that the 
maliirn nit arts of a few des^igning person'^, and the rashness of 
Ji»nny inexperienred ones, have esicntially contributed to pro-* 
dr.ee the astonishing spectacle which has lately been exhibited. 
VV'e deeply lament the errors of the militaiy, jmmI wish peiiect 
;jmity to be restored between them and their superiors* j but 
theae #eiitiineji!» do not rcipiirc, «op can any thing induce us to 
Gomprf cruise the unalterable principles of good Ouvenitnetit, on 
the luaiiitenmue of which the true happiness of all societynttut 
(t(»pend. 

From tTie preceding ddetrijae h question it&hiirally arisefs, -coiw 
rerhing the influenee whidh ^ie'-f$nf*opHlarUl^ of ai>y Jndknt 
fiovernment ought tdf -upon the judgment and conthuitAof 
the Indian* Autboi^ties at houie. It * is ubvlously extrmely 
desirable on various accoimts, purtlmlariy for the easy .Sransso* 
tion of the ptildic business, mid tiie safbfactiqisof tb|«iwUfiKug 

under 



tmbf GlwflMMIr'dMrftf' 
iwft liM, tfult 

ar« tAf N‘iifeq«ifM«l)y^^i#» mtSSS; a 
- \if Wadittwtt lb ^ itHM'WMMiBitt 

»iM iilt aif StUK or eOtt«((iiiiiy;*tt1s {d^1l»>lD^eal^ 
fiutfmi^»ia ^^itiob'fa Iftb GoAdAiciilf>1rtiI 

Bil0MpA0f 

hm 1» Iftn^ u a Aiitgt agrintt h Govemnedt^ ti» 

eaukw it flia lU|iO|ndtiritf «tj^t io* he inaeati^ttd:' H* 

the itahiikjr of the GovertuMUt* ahmod la Co Cl^ead on Char 
Toieeof loadfiiCtiaDittfiait^, orotathecqpMioiit, Caoteorltia 
gcflien^ nhich iaaid faemanCaitica ma^ bdiodncCd to adn^, and 
aot on the learan of thh^, then to in end of the ti^ramacg 
of the fitecatiTO Botfy at hone. On tint aocoont, eraa whan 
Oowmaanta areinong, and ore aeen to be ao by the iuM|tost*<i 
ttnarof Aosearannd tihem, it^Oold be demonatrated that the 
Aathoribn here act &am*tJuir otto dritberate jud|^iieDt> and 
not from, extraneona indueiuea. 

la the oats turn before «a, of Sir 6. Barlon, againat whwt jiffbaum 
tbe diatge of udpofolMdty b oft«a and' ^ehemartly urged in 
thb couittry, it to mao^at that Urn eautaa dhence bii uopoipo* *f Sir G, An- 
buijr at Sort Stt George haa chjbtlSy ^ngj,'»a.the afeir of 
Mr.lSheiieii, (iae'pioeaa£(qp>4o>«wi)M 
•ad the dweonteatt' ef the tbitAno?* le ail theae 

mm the objeete for ehich he add {ga^aglty «£ die Cmif, 
dh eeateadfd xttit pubKe piiaeipie ad^hfojaatiee* ^«juat 
fotneat^kad kethordy oj^ the Company in appoaitioa.to paiyate 
inteitat> xriuch xraa deeply concerned in every one of theatwtex. 

^e had dao to harry into eSeot the difl^k^ bnt neceasary work 
dE gccaitshttrMchiBeMt on foe part of 

e CkMaisaentoan rendarpaM^ltpa^ attlika oppeaird what 
am wtraMdinary poRibwatioa he bad to tes»t. He Dto, weai V ‘ 

U*at,>»ft|(kstoekDOWi aconad of having a^fromadfiahi 
otiattfeatad titwa^the i)haligaa agmpst hl$^pef|onal dURntter “ 

?a^idtti«g<bfol*fofotamp<»«idm Ifeiarcptaaeatedoa * 

•jIou cold 


• Mr. Petne*» 


t Dtswntf of'v 
Mr. “ 

•tone, - 
Baring, S 
fnglis, 

Mr.r 



g Dicient, Mr. 
Faitiion. 


t Do. Mr.E^in* 


^n«Uteat}y) a|| yioleot 

it , would swm ‘from ail these account$^ as if his 
jhad to, i^iBaU J&doej^e i)[| prodiicing 
do imdeiBtaVid th^ G. Barkw ha^/in ^ct, 
impelied/ as frequent f expressions in the Bi^sents before us 
might, ^d the reader to conceive, from any thing .violent, 
harsiiy or irascible In lus character.. .We. are led to believe that 
he is a ih^d of a calm, tempeitite. mind j and thou^ he is 
unpopular with those to whose ambition or interest his sense of 
duty has placed him iti opposition, or with otUc;^ inftuenced by 
their representations; yet we, cannot easily express our sense of 
the injustice done him, when he is described in the language of 
Mr. Fattlson4 himself entirely unaeqaaioted with the scene, as 
" held in execration by a whole S.ettlement, dvil and military 5 ” 
and by Hr. Elphinstone,^ who, taking occasion to speak of 
another gentleman, Lieutenant*Colond Leith, an Officer highly 
disti 4 |uished by his talents, and his faithfid able dbcharge of 
the difficult obnoxious office of Judge Advocate General, is 
pleased to say, ** that he is a man almost as much detested as 
" Sir G. Barlow himself." Nor can wc forbear rcmaiKing 
here, that it is in papers wherein passages of this nature arc 
not onfrequenfly found, wherein Sir G. Barbw is charged with 
intentimUy keeping back the Record$,|| (when, as it now 
iq)|Mears,. there was nothing kept back or concealed,**) with 
inonstroos absurdi^, vifith foUy . and wickedness ^ he . is 

also repiKseK^ted, an the ground of his public writings, wluc|), 
in .our .humble opuuoq, aie conspicuous for temperate maper 
and official as dealing " in violent malignant;, invM- 
“ tiveV-»JJ " in abuatve language withont measure, attacMog 
nespectdble clmracters, without either proof or prdjmb&Uty to 
B»- "^mpport. his Tbopj^ last charges are?" 


Mded on Sir G. rf wh!^ aa,tbey are 


noY printed, the w<«ett ^ip'jadgC} the opinion in gencml 


Some other 
(htrges brought 
Ofairsl him tn 
tie Vissents. 

I DiMfnt of Mr* 
niphlmtone. 

Mr. Fatiison. 

ft Da. and likC' 
vile Sir F. Baring, 
kc. and Col. Ban' 
iKTrnan, ai to 
ke^ng the Re« 


tt DUient of 
ruttiion. 


of others, 

gentlemen themselves have ao ]^rsqnal kpwlcdge ,of . him, 
Those opioionf, however, entirely coincide with the represen- 
tations of his advonrh^^ ai do the views of the transactions 


at 
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apprehension^ furnish a v^ry remarkn^le insiafitis <tf^jn8ging 
against the great mass of recorded evidende^ and soecording to 
the tenoiir of anonymous^ IntekOstcd^ Unproved^ acciMion. 
iTiis appears still more stiiking, when a feet, whfch we believe 
to be undisputed, is considered $ namely, that ei^ry one 6f the 
Authors of those Dissents voted, a very short-time tlefoi'& the 
date of them, for the continuance of Sir G. as Gover- 
nor in a new Commission for the Government of l^adras. ^ 

" ^ n 

But after all, Sir G. Bailow appears to have lived in enttfe 
•coidiality with a most icspcctabte part of the community t>f 
Tort St. George, including the eminent person who presides in 
the court of jn^itice there, two of the Membirs of Council, the 
succcbsor to General Macdowall in the command of the Army, 
and other dfstinguished ser\ants, Civil and iJfiKtary, as well as 
to have carried on the public business in gtett harmony with 
the Supreme Government and the other Presidencies, ami with 
tlie Commanders of His htajesty’s squadron. 

If, in pursuing through thorny paths, tbo«e laudable objects 
nhich have been described, he had even somewhat erred in ln$ 
course, he would still be entitled to our respect ; but if, from 
principle and dut), he has, unswayed by all the influence with 
irhich he was sui rounded, aUd imaged by the most formidable 
combinations any Governor had to contend with, sacrificed so 
many personal considerations, and haaarded all personal cottse- 
quinces 5 if he has also, by extraordinary fortitude, enci^, 
and ability, crushed faction, subdued rebellion, and established 
the just authority and dignity of Government, he has exhibited 
aTil^ C3caiaple of public virtue and puMic service, aslumoor- 
hble to the country as it whuU^be disgraceful to it to reward 
mh 0 mm 

1 ^ * i % 

’ We cctae now to the queirtfitf 1k%xi removal of Mr. Petrie m comw rf 
the Council of Fort St.'Gcotge/ and the rtasons on Pr/peiw^ 
that jKieasdre was founded, ' ' 

■> ‘ 0 2 C^ntwntag ZtJuSl/lT' 



,, question was 

forward jn the. Court qf. Sirector^ the circumstaneiss 
j^sio^lves. which, Ie4 to the iutioductioti of it at that time? 
^^^manneir iA which the wt(»,wceq given upon it, and an u«r 
iiassec^ majority. ^^Ijr daciijcd .for a i^w Coi^ of Go^- 

rerpxnent, wherein, the name Petrie was omitted, the late 

Chairman and Deputy Chairinaxi, 4a. opposition ,to the repre- 
sentatiops giv^ju^the Disseotv have laid before the Court a 
justiheatory statcypient, to the. accuracy of vhich^ as far, as it 
describes what passed in .the Sittings of the Courti we imist hear 
our testimony, and wo trust it will be found effifrctually to settle 
all these preliminary points. 

But to some other points, also of a preliminary nature, we 
must ourselves particularly speak. 

> • , It » ? ‘ ‘ 

The Dissents generally assert, in substance, what has been 
peremptorily .aifirmed in. print,*io the introduction of Mr. Petrie'S 
Statement^ that he hsia been dkmihsed from his situation in 
Council, for no other reason ihan JUs having presumed (in com- 
" pltance with his duty and with the repeated orders of the 
Court of Directors to the Members of their different Coun^-* 
cils) to record^ in decorous and modest language, his dissent to ‘ 
proceedings whkh he considered to he subversive of the law and 
dgngci'ous to the jmhlio servke.'* To' this assertion we must 
oppose the most .positive and distinct denial, as we did to thti' 
same allegation when first advanced in the diseussion. in Com^ 
And we jmust also,4oinhat a dangerous princnplei which may be ' 
hupucdiii or deduced from Um unfounded account here given.* 
True it is,, the Court of Dhtf^ou have encouraged and rsquh^d^' 
that the Members ot thciiMOdm'nnienls shall stator the Mi- 
A^es of iSouncil, ip dsa^^ Ifl^uage, • their 

rc^ps for d^sentiiYg fo .«f knp^ adopted byth^ 

niajo;ij^. , We approve ofl^eihetniotioiisi and Intend to abide 
by thei^ of the Court of^ Di-' 

lectors, Ihqt ^ his opiaioii in OppoSUMiF 

tfi my »V6WjVa him from responsibility for’ 
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Uiat 0|kiniDn> and for the line of condoet fotiotved by him in 
respect to that Meascre. Sudi a cionstrtiction would afford an 
easy r^uge from the eousiNitiehces of the nio^t 'e^ci^tioDablc 
proceeding, and destroy one great use of fhe^regulation, which 
is 'hot only to bring before the Court of Directors all the argu- 
ments against as well as those for ^eat measures^ but to afford 
them the means of judging more striedy of the hondnet^ prin- 
eipies, and talents of every Member of Governme^- And it is 
further to be observed on this head, that, in the encoUragir^ the 
exercise of a decent freedom of opinion, the Court of Directors 
have utterly prohibited ail factious opposition. 

Wc therefore totally deny also the unwarranted conclusion 
assumed in the Dissents ^ that the Councils of our (jovernments 
abroad will henceforth he reduced to a cipher, and the Governor 
possess the sole power, u hereby the Government will be ren- 
deied arbitrary. The conclusion being deduced from unfe'onded 
premises fails of itself : but, besides that the present ineTsure i« 
not likely to lead practically to any such doctrine in India, it 
will always* be true that a Counsellot cannot divest hicn^elf of 
responsibility any more in supporting than in opposing the 
measures of a majority. 

Secondly. It is to be carefully remembered that the re'll 
question bdore us, was not simply whether Mr. Petrie should 
be removed from Couneil, but ^vhetber he who, through tiie 
whole progress of a most arduous period, had opposed that 
coarse of measures which the authorities at home have judged 
to have been proper and necessary, or either of the other two 
Civil Members of Council, who had uniformly supported that 
course of measures, should be continued in the Council. Tliere 
was a necessity of removing on^, Sir Samuel Auchmutv. the 
newly appointed Commander in iChief, having been a* o no- 
mwated tp be second in Coun^ and the whole number of 
Cpimsdlob being by law limited to three. The qiuitm then 
whether ilfr. Petne, who had opposed these measures, or one 
of the^other^ tm MemherSt both of whom had suppyrkd them, 
ih&uld he removed. The Dittsents, in dhcu^^ing thi'> meiMiie, 

h »vc 


MUh< Ulssenta. 
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l^va jjfrtrQ^ttced, . wc allusions to peiwinl mo- 

tiv^s^^^jiich may have biassed iu the .a^ptioo of it. We trust 
that we might safely leave our charactei'a to speak for. themselves 
ag^tuat any j^usion of ^ ths^ nature } in a time of so much 

misrepresentjition, we think it not amiss to declarp> each from 
consciousness for himself and from belief for tlm whole^ that we 
have bQea|[overned iu this affair by. the great motives of public 
duty and puUic/good. . Ihat Mr. jPetri^’s defence bf^s not 
been heard/' and ** that be has been removed on clan4<|tine 
evidence/’ we arc surprised to see some of the Oiissents * 
asserting, when his Minute is professed d^vered by 

himself to the Board of Madias, in answer to the charges brought 
against him by. Sir G. Barlow ; and when it was acknem'ledged 
by some of his supporters, in the discussipn of the> subject, that 
there could be no doubt of the authenticity of the copy of tliat 
document, laid before the Couit under the signature of tlm 
ct;etary to the Government of Fort St. George. We acted upon 
the SUtement of those chfirges by Sir G* Bariqw,. and th;^ 
defence by Mr. Petrie, not upon anonymous (publications of 
spy description, as seems to be idly surmised, nor upon private 
application, nor to gratify any individual. And as to the ob- 
jection made, when those documents so authenticated were laid 
before. the Court} “ that the Madras consultations were not, 
** Ujcd arrived," an objection which was^ overnded from the 
exigency of the case, andthe apprch.tsnded,jSQigcicncy of those 
documents, partiddariy the evidence fwm the defence of Mr. 
Petrie Iw^elf, it has been found that thosq. ConsuUatiou.s 
reetdved.,, contain, nothing more upon the subject. . 

, I)isscQ|U bavjB also introdnijed a co|iy[)arjia<jn becwije!^ the 
merits and sexVi^es qiJjSx* Petrie ^d Sir G. Jlarlow. The 
roias^c of.rcraoyingj^*’* Pejtrfe wbiicb.a^en?e pjf duty imposed 
on adojf^d with- n^^gK);^ say, or 

do anjf.lliing wbipb might sfwtljm.tlfee pain be. pwstTiatara|ly.%l 
(ill oecanioi},; genttemea who^ espoused. his.^^e 
have, by t^^;pic|^tl^tgm^ure, forqed us iotp a defence 
amt, hence intp«p:|^)^aatian of Mr, Petrie's ^conduct, ^hicb 
w« should otherwBe^teve^Ueij^^ think this.(^parj$on 
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wds ^dttktt'expedieiiit. * H«id tVearSudiis ta^le been kccoWptisii^ 
edof establishing by argumeht, ($ mode whfcb'bas n'ot Wn 
adbpted,) that Mr. Petrie Was' right in the lihe of conduct he 
lielif^ respecting air thtf cootfoTet ted questions/ it Wou^^ sUll 
lr^(^ rcbiained an undertakitig of no email difflcottiy to piove 
that Mr. Petrie's preceding services had surpassed in iitaipoitanec 
and merit those of Sir G. Barlow. But we dhtJOt^eetomeives 
called’upofl to occupy titneih discussing a qul^th>b^^''iifmfi which 
we'ionfess^ without meanthg any disrespect to we 
'^fehot aware; uhtil wc saW the Bissent^» that the ophrion 
advanced hpon it in them had been at al! entertained. Only as 
to the extent of time' and the empldj^ehts in which the two 
gentlemen hare served the‘Company> we sliouM jo&t observe, 
that it ia inde'ed above forty years since Mr. Petrie ent^ed the 
service, but that he has parsed only twenty-eight years in India, 
having been, since his iirst appointment, four times at home, 
twice for six years at a time,* whence it is naturafhe should he 
better known here than Sir O. Bsiriow, who has hevcr'bccn in 
England' since he first entered the service in 1778, ^HdNod o£ 
thirty-one years. With respect to empfoymeots; Mw: Peti'ie, 
after having held several respectable offic<i%r short periods, 
became incidentally a Member of Council for six weeks in 1787* 
*ln 1788 the Court passed some animadversion bn one part of 
his conduct in a paragraph to Madras, which was struck out by 
the Board of Commissioners, and an approbation substituted. 
In 1789 he came back the third time to England with a recom- 
mendation from the Madras Government that he might be'* 
(not extraordinarily ^remunerated or distinguished, but) al- 
** lowed to return to the service when his health should permit.’* 
In 1791 hie wbt hgaiU tb Bladras, with the appointment from 
home of third in Council; and to sucef^d pro tempore to the 
Gbvemmeut in case of vacancy t 1792 he came home die 
fburth tihm. Itt *!79B be retud&I/ilo Madras with the appoint- 
ment fh>m England of a seat bfCknmdl, and the temporary 
Ittfceession to the Gotenimenf . In 1802, Mr. Petrie was pre- 
sIAaM by the Court, ' as b stated In one of the Dissents,* 'ddth ♦ 
the sUm of* 10,000 papdas) ** as ainark of the high sense they 
** ebt^lalned of his long and faithftii services." His time of 
* ' actual 
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ih\p pi^rs 9 ^Qt| ivhjokkjm^ giTM'#Keai^l 4 fidWjllkiii Bentinck tM 
ap{i|Qi9l;ejl siuK$es«or /to Lord Cliiie^^fiirf ^Med to' aggravate thir 
jpjitfDlQa :of kH IiqmUi re0ioiT»dt''>ve most Airly iu-fi* Utft* 
if it i& jotasuded . to.adikiee t frroof^* of thO’' 

superioiity >pf Mr*^Potrie'p ,strvke8> ia lengtii or in va)iie> tO- 
tbose .of itoany otker sL^vants not so famimerated, a revAw of 
facts will not, in our. opinion, soppoct i he . intention. Mr;^ 
Petrie has remained in India since 179B y: land the course of hA 
service under the Cfoveruments Lord Clive, Lord WilUiLni' 
Bentbch, .and Sir George Barlow, with the short petiod^of less 
than four montha in which he held the Govemaieiit himseff, A 
sufficiently known. Sir G. Barlow is known to have devoted 
himself through the whole of his servioe, to an uoiaienropted 
course public labours, by which be has been, ever since the 
beginning of the year 1787, that is, soon after Lord Cornwallfif 
enteied on the Government of India, eminently distinguishe»k 
In the year 1783 be was appointed to the charge of the Seevtf- 
taryship of the Revenue Department, and held it during all the 
period in which the great institutions of Lord Cornwaliis, rc^ 
specting the Land tenures of Bengal, and the administratioh of 
justice were framed. In 1796 he was called to the arduous 
employment of Chief Secretary to the Government, and inv 
1802 appointed a Member of the Supreme .Government. He 
has been Uvice nominated successor to the office of Governor 
Geneiai, has filled that office two years, was removed' from it 
only by His Majesty^s Warrant, and was in .1807 appointed to 
the Gov^nment pf Aiadras. SoAr are the Uestimonies in fie* 
vour of Jdr. Petrie from heing upprecedentid in the annab of 

the Compsmy *'-*-an expression which ampHsed Ui^-^thati if 
the public Records axe consulted, those in Avour of Sir O. 
^low, both from hon^ af|^:frQgt (p4A, wjll.he . found motp 
nonterpus and;morc - : » . . . . » ^ ' ?*• 

Foi^ly. .. to tka of the preceding Bevleev ^ 

ImvebeenM to.edfiert^to factsiaad dociHsneDts,.ivMUi 

were not under , the.' the Cpqrt of Direntoxs when.the 
.mjwujre of wasodopted, wedesmtohe 

understood 



^iWEiit»i«^4k£!t gen^ 

899tutMnts^ iip^ piii^i^^ of 

Mr. i vffAcit-tae(^ dthctt^ proi^ss^d* itf W$ inkriMi 'inr'tkiay 

4igdui^i9l»l«;froin .ity oi* hm ^iBd& pubHcIy 

kiia^ al the time ef ki« i«iifittoval’> * intiri‘’rd^est^8r^> 

QVf <idiservatu>aa':df tbat't&lura' canecrt'bti r^bpitalat^ ^bere, 
tbsy.mey btt c 6 i! 8 iderad«fl»^ba^bg' 1 feteri-l^^ oor j^d^'diSt, 

of it * And %vhcnevfer mit 
eoxidiictitt cvifttidkito this' afialt' tfhklf^be'cxamthedV we protViit 
> exdtfdmg*)' in the- cbf&sid^adbn of it/'th^ albr^gofn^ 
cd)8emthm9i» more patticoiBrly^ though not eaddhsftiely; those 
wlndiiorelaie to. the questions 'eOOoetnitkg Geberel 'MabdowhlT, 
CMand -Capped end Miqor Boies> the discontents Of the Offi- 
ctersy thesu^ensKHos the ist of Mey> the Test of the ^6th 
July^ and'tbe canaes which* terminatdcl the revolt. 

•Fifthlyir' Wc shall therefore^ after these introductory re^ 
marki^ pi»>eeed to state^in d tunmiary vmy> tnafder ^eral heads, 
the grountb upon which '>cmr opinion was formed, add we think 
«is jostified^ thAt thc^Ttinotlii of Mr. PetHe«from Council wa^ 
plrbper and necessary. • 

v' . , . - *: > >'C* '»i * 

^ Ist;-Mr/l^ie*-'Wa9,’"‘in onr judgment; totally Wrong in his 
vldde system Of 'policy With respect to tbeOffitfen’of the A^my^ 
W.C ik> ni^onoaWthat rxmdliatlon is not' at all times desirixhf^, 
imd: 0 iij^t'DOt.td^him preferied if Hr had been p^tJeabte^ 
but^l^e-tlie immbpiidiiidt^'s^dHiouS^^^^ the 'Ofilcers^ieA 

db zobaiu of >'cebciUatjOdi*on^'tlie'^ 'of (^Srdrnmatitl ^anfe^ 

ftfativhuiUhsnlaSidato^M sftd^df^diAfibn 
that these means would only haTe*-lnb!reased'1the^^nieasnft! of 
military usurpation, and rendered the Government incompetent 
W tbo>r)Hr^ep?peti&rd>fldi^e it. 

the whole of ^ bis iihtidliit “And 
nht (turhaswiNfioaily^takan-Intb fth' cbntexdplatt^i^tfii^ 
hiickacy.'Or security ;orthrG<rveifnh]eftf. < Hehail^ InlfeeB^s^dltk 

of 
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of ‘fii-maess, moderation/^ of ' an appropriate Gha- 

** tier^l Order/' (which woald> aft wc have ftbewn!^ have been 
an act bf imbecility) pf prodiu^g happier effects at less tx* 
pc9&se j " and the anthoiis of theXS|^$e&tft, who have boiacided 
in his views; have held much general language of the same 
kind i but neither Mr. Petrie nor th^ liavc given ns the least 
definite idea of the manner in which he would have acted^ had 
the conduct of affairs been in his hands, unless it were by con- 
cession : nor from tbc nature of the case does it appear that 
there was any possible mode of action, except by resisting in- 
subordination and sedition, or in one form or another, by ooaa- 
cession, connivance or pkssivehess, yielding to them. The 111 
success of attempts to gain the Army by forbearance', tempo- 
rizing, and patience under open revolt, ^as fully exemplified in 
the conduct of Colcmel Montresor, Commandant at Hydrabad, 
and Colonel Malcolm at Masuiipatam. And in fact, it appeai-s 
that Mr. Petrie looked chiedy to concession. But whilst no 
real attention was manifeked by Mr. Petrie to the interest and 
the chai'actcr of legitimate authority, he seemed to set no 
bounds to the lengths to which he would permif the Army to 
go, ratlier tlian enter into serious contest with thcn\, nor to 
consider what the effects of onrestralfied military licence and 
encroachment must be. Whilst he was alive to infinite dangers 
on the One side, he seems to have adverted to none on the other. 
To that the foresight ascribed to him’ does not appear to have 
been turned. OfiBcers, on his principles, must have had 

their will ; the public disgrace of Government in its compelled 
rescinding of its own Orders passed far the suppression of open 
rebellion } the removal fjcom office of htdividuals, whose merits 
had tendered them obnoxious to the Ofiinem : the establishment 
of the Ri^ts of the Army f *^---thO¥iftcominca[idation at least 
of Ooveroment for the of' tilib r^res^tative oi 

'' tber Amy ^-‘to Council ) dVerlJivow of ntrenchmehte, &c. 
We mean Peti^hO said this, bift that It would be 

the resnltof Ms teytttctxi, IK thought that if an open conflict 
was pwnreiited, the gidknd point was seopred 5 and to obtain this ■ 
it sroiiid «eem,. for dny thing that ^^fipears, he would bare^ebah- 
dotted to chance all other conteijineaci^* To my j[ac%ment,*^ 

savs 
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says Mr. the rep<^, of .every Order passed for the last 

eigUtja^onths^" (his meanjog is probaMy the same as in his 
StatemeQt, where he says twelv.e, ipoixlhs^ '' wo^d be a lesser 
7, ml, than shedding a dropj<>f British blood in a civil contest;* 

, . ^ To me concession seemed, as a feather when placed in 
the scale against the revolt of the Army> a civil war, and the 
probable loss of the country/* He seeks to justii^ his opi- 
nion by saying, that greater Powers than ours had conceded.to 
expediency or necessity/' ,The allusions which it would ap- 
pear he had in view here, namely, the proceedings of ihe Volun- 
teers in Ireland, and the mutiny in our Fleet, were cases utterly 
difierent, not threatening the subversion of the British Govern* 
ments and, in assuming that concession was dictated to the 
Fort St* George Govemment by e^j^pediency and necessity,** 
he has begged the whole question. The result has at least proved 
that concession was not necessary. But Mr. Petrie docs not 
appear to have had an idea that revolt could have been success- 
fully resisted; and, after he had seen the contrary, he has 
(dangerously we think) assigned to gi-eart. and singular good 
fortune,** n hat was the effect of the real strength and rational 
measures of Government. It would seem, indeed, that he ap- 
prehended no danger from the largest concessions, lie thought 
that Sir G. Barlow hazarded, every thing for a form, and that 
bis own course would, have secured the substance. And here it 
is that we hold Mr. l^etrie to have been essentially wanting in 
the judgment required in the station and circumstances in which, 
he was placed. It is our decided opinion that Mr. Petrie’s 
system would have sacrificed the substancL', would have weakeited 
ai^d degraded the ^verajpaent, and have given an ascendancy to 
tlic military power, which must either in the end have been 
opposed with more disadvantage by an open.struggle, ob have 
been productive of confusion and^d^fmger, internal and external. 
The effect. of fidt. Petrie’s mode of thinking on this subject is 
not to be confined to his own, po^ocjt only. The geuerai tenour 
bq^, of his septiinei>t$ and., conduct 'must hi»ve been known to 
tli^e^Army and the public, and without supposing any factioua 
view; on partji. liave prqdqced an influenpe prejutlicial ha. the 
Government,. Apd having pot only acted npon^ bt^l published* 

to 
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to the worlds those sentiments in &¥oiir of indefitutive eoncesaion 
to the Army, and against all sevipus resistance to tbeni^ we 
thinly it was unfit that a person known to hold sudi sentimehts 
should remain a Member of Government^ in the station too 
next the Chair, and more especially at a time when unanimity 
in the Government upon this great question of the line. of 
policy to be held with the Army was so requisite, and when the 
unequivocal and decided support of the measures of that Go- 
vernment by the Court of Plrectors was so important. 

2d, Upon tlie principles or opinions Mr, Petrie himself has 
avowed, his conduct appears to us to have been extremely cul- 
pable. 

In the month of October 1807, when he was in the Go- 
vernment he stated repeatedly and forcibly to the Court of 
Directors, that a very cbingerous spirit of insubordination 
and cabal had lately shown itself in the Army, (which must 
be dangerous fo%U armies) which,' after the events that had 
agitated the Native Army of that Presidency, might lead to 
consequences of the most fatal nature : and we are satisfied,*' 
continues the public letter of his Goverument, signed by him, 

** that nothing but a firm determination to resist and to punish 
every appearaucc of disrespect to the public authority, can 
uphold that degree of discipline which is esseniial to the 
existence of your Army." 

V/e hear no more of this language or tone from Mr. Petrie in 
the Government of bis^ successor^ although the spirit of insub- 
ordinatimi was progressive, originating, as was obaferved before, 
from no act of Sir G. Jiarlow's, ami had become ostensible in 
cabals, combinations and f^tious proceedings, before General 
Macdowall had commentM^* bis public outrages against the 
Goverunient. M* Petrie appet^'S wholly to overlook the course 
of highly io8f}hordinate, factious conduct pursued by that 
Officer, without reserve, among those under command in 
the progress of the yw 1808; a course of which^ as it was ge- 
nerally known, Hf, Petrie CQ^ld not. have igoo/ant* And 

w'hcn 



Macdowall V^t to a ho dther man had 

ever ventured upon, fn publicly insulting:' the*'GoVernment^ Mr- 
Betrk givfes the General OtSer of that OMcer the mild epithet 
'Of dkrespectful, is for p^siiig' it' ovcir without any , exercise of 
severity, as he expresses it; ' to General Macdbwall, and, in 
all the subsequent insults publicly offered to the 'Government by 
the Officers, he is utterly forgetful of bis own declaratiohs; that 
** insubordmaiion may lead to ike most fatal conseqtienees, and 
that the discipline essential to the existence of tfte At^my amnot 
** be upkoMen uMhout a firm determlnaiion to resist and pmUh 
^ every appearance of disrespect to the public authority,'* He 
throughout extenuates the proceedings of the Officers, whilst 
the language of his Minute throws the chief blame on the Go- 
vernment. Instead of hearing any more from him of the ne- 
cessity of supporting the public authority and the discipline of 
the Army, he appears to be uniformly for suffering every thing, 
and yieldihg every thing, rather than enter into contest with the 
Officers, which, as the general* tendency of his opinions and 
disposition must have been known, could not fail to animate 
the disaffected. Perhaps it may be expected, that in justice to 
him, we should notice a distinction introduced on this head in 
his Statement ; that, if torbnlence in the Army was confined 
to a part, and did not extend to a majority, it was ’‘our duty 
to meet the cq^e with exemplary punishment ; but that, if 
the whole or a great majority was' disaffected th Government, 
the measures Sir G. Barlow proposed were totally inappli- 
cable,” Upon Mr. Petrie’s own reasoning, he is censurable 
in not joining with Government to suppress the curlier' stages 
of insubordination, before it could be said that general disaffec- 
tion existed ; but in fact, the distinction here so broadly stated 
terminates in’ this j that if the seditious in the Army can only 
mcdie their combination’ generid enough, they must not be 
resisted; a principle which,’ if' Governments were to adopt, 
thei-e must bean end of the sl^p^acy of the Civil Power over 
the Military. 'The grievances of the Army,” a phrase 
. become common 'among the Officers, is a plirasc repeatedly .em- 
ployed in'Mr; Petrie’s reasonings, and apparently with a degree 
of adcntssiou ; but he eaters into no explanation or discrimina- 
tion 



tajiM^kHigrthos« grimpces. Now it is known ^at the un- 
and inatoisstble claims (^ntaioed in the very impro* 
per Ikfemorial of the Officci'S> pressed on Governipent . by 
Gcxkeral Macdowali, made up at least a considerable part of their 
grievances/* These olatms, as ,.weU qu, account of fteir 
Bsature^ as because they were made in opposition to the acts of 
former Governments in whiph Mr* Petrie had concurred, or to 
the acts of the Court of Directors themselves, it was the dnty 
of Mr. Petrie .openly to resist. Instead of seeming to tolerate 
their being set up, and remaining as grounds of complaint* 
he should liave fairly and publicly expressed his disapprobation 
of them» in order clearly to inform the Army of his sentiments 
on this material subject. He could not, to be consistent with 
himself, allow that the claims were founded j nor does it appear 
that h,e thought them so. He has subscribed to the Fort St. 
George letter of the 10th September 1809, which states tlic 
Army had no grievances ; but there is an indiscriininatiDg to- 
leration and indulgence respecting grievances,’* visible in his 
Miniile, very different from hfs style in October 180 ? } and, in 
the temper and circumstances of the Army very incongruous to 
his duty as a good member of Government. 

it caimot be doubted, that whatever Mr. Petrie’s opinion of 
the- proceedings of ^Government towards the Army might be, it 
W'as incumbent on him to use his utmost efforts to restrain their 
criminal excesses, especiialiy when they were advancing to open 
insubordination and revolt. He has mentioned his endeavours 
with individual Oiheers ^ and it would have been satisfactory to 
have seen something of his correspondence, and ^pi'c of his 
procctiiings on this subject : but we cliiak this was not enough, 
in so great a crisis, it would have become a man in his high 
situation, and possessing influence, as he says himself, with 
Q^ers, to have inUrposed| tlieiumore pu^jicly and zea- 
lously foi. tlie prev«iition evils he feared. Delicately 

circumstanced as he was, it wpuld have been proper an<I useful 
in him tp have declared in a public Minute^ his, reprobation of 
insubordination and s^ition, and of .all agitations tending to 
them. From such an, act, solemnly performed and made knoW 
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bf a bnii Wbdm'tfie ArmyldDlced upon M Mendly tb ioH» 
good ^ouM probably ban teattited, and at teatt/it woidd ban 
been a defence againat mlnt^sentation. 

‘.T , _ . . ^ , Jl- 

We think Mr. Petrie’s leWdact in' Couticil; and towards > the 
Coart of Directors, in rotation to disc<ifitent$ of title AinHy* 
lialile to objection. It doe) diat he ibtt]^'4dbat«dat 

the board the measures there proposed*^ %ftt ‘hie Kfto to pln?Ste 
conversations with 81^ Gil9»W. ‘On sudh moibti^otis'eiih- 
jects it was, on Ills d^n principies. Ids duty to state hl$ opinion^' 
openly in Coundl. Private' ooiivefsatioto' We no record; and 
sueh an ambiguous course of pritete objectioa andostenUbk 
passivcness, leaves ah o^ing fdv htaintaihidg afterwards^ ac^ 
cordhig ^ events turn out, eithefthat measures opposed, 
or that they were acquiesbed in. Upon the feame prlnoipiet 
that Mr. Petrie recorded his Dissents to the measures Oo- 
vernincnt against individuals, it was fads business to enter tis 
objections to the proceedings of ^verument on great' questiioils 
which involved the highest interns. Unlew Sir 0. Bariow’s 
Minute, 'ivritten a year after the commencement of the Army 
agitations, hod, with Mr, Petrie’s reply, produced explanations, 
the Court of Directors probably never would have known the 
opinions or the line he held respecting those subjects ; but 
seeing his signature to all the Letters rclatiqi to theW from the 
Goverament, without any conntcr-dcriaration, they would of 
course suppose he acted with fais colleagues, unless sobsequont 
censure from the Court' should have drawn forth exedlpatory 
information from him : Whfareas he fafmself ' admits,'^ that the * Minute, p, ii. 

Couit will require* to know the causes w^hich have exposed 
riie State to such dangers, and that' he has an opinion of 
them very different from the Presidbnt'sr 

3d. We '^sh that Mf. Pkrii^^'had been ' so guarded in his 
cbnduci, as not 'td hive left to the construction of 

affording coimtetianic to thb factibus opposers of Government. 

\?hilst it is allowed that mcmbeib of Government possess th« 
right of ‘maintaining, With decorous freedom, their coOsfakn* 
tious opinions On public subjects, even when they differ from 

the 
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>!«94tMi^'ttliy't(» «{jlio!a,|he«^ 

KeattaHv> t(iiat 

ft^'efir^^e 'i^D fafi'‘'fri4sti«l»^'J’ pttrtjr/viedeoce^ 

Gaveriitt«QtvjMd: au^ fioiitiahsibf 
tKe ’ disseittitot^SA^b4iii><if tkat. Go vefnmdit . oa^t 

lf6^be*'fer^'ddrefut*'<€h^"#hikfe '»tlH^'.>i(Uiiiie ,to: ^ibeir'OVRnxopi^ 
n!tA^> ■^f:bl!^‘*3b no^y- ISry ' thair ecfttdbbt qtbeflrwke>. ^hi<>W:wei^ 
into ftckk of fatti^Mir opj^oaiilom •; We do not think .Afo, 
atteeUvetiio^bis^tbaik^LdbtmcdQ^ 
Sti]^osiii^''!t-i^^r«t^' ^tieadrtiiat«the sv^porte^of >Mr^Shersoii^ 
of one p^y 'Of^€a#itatt^ Creditors $ .of €kneral Slacdo^ao^: Aftd 
the suWdhiak Ame aii right as to .Uieir^ .pairticAkr 

objects 5 yfeti Ut going: lieyond those objects^ in oofkbjeiliigdP 
TevHe^dnd nii^ ddtvn theGovernmeat> witb the vietr^uAtrleilgltii 
eppaifi^t'i of efifebting- n- change in the administi^tion .of it^ 
fbey bt^tfdn iifkk^.tfae jrtspook and sererence clue >to {theiicu'di^- 
ndttce of -Oovcvpmttot, -ittifl billed k^uciously to the publip.ietc** 
rests; 'No appeafati^ fihouM bave been adm it t€)d from whence 
they or the Poblie might imagine that aU the members c>f ^tbe 
Government did not decidedly reprobate all teedeucies 
kind^'^'Bnt Mr. Petrie's friendships and intimacies seehi^nfoi;- 
^linattdy tO'hatebecn^ very mnek. with the .pcraona in^oppoeitiou 
to* the Government; atld^<la have been kept up aftee their opp9>- 
gftlon bdcemer'genmbandtimto^ : We do not say.t^at 

he was reai'^ opinion of\thQ innocence <lf 

afiy inihvjlddal)^baw«<f9 Goveniment.^haditfac^^ him guilty^; 
bAf’cm-minly'^ hfmi«>4iiclc4D|db^idtni had .'^beet^^paUitcly, marked 
by the^eibbsiffc of Govesnntetit;‘'.na;ndhait in^emMqueni^^ 
raised infd^ pophkrity^ by Okoi^ka^^Mteddai: a mnrtyrdO' the 
nfk* Gdvefninmtl^^lt ;im Aficr.ciBetide^ . dttty4n ab^ain 
^l^dnf^atovaf^iaiglid be erp^m^med tjo^ssmp^aisce 

Bwt after cltoan4>efi»iQ6 of Ji|n;$hieKs&pyfAiHl,.4^^ 
bejiemm^nrs4^ii^<pafnt^f^^^ find* 

l^^ltit^Mkic^kOnyr;a bNSi'is^diequpfitHldy 

WM<^d'al^hli<hoUsm^ ^hiri^PfehxiS iond rkasokdf this. 
thtit^- h^'biigtit' obCiilh^>^rtiiS»>IK^ SkerMns^haina^ 

*» concerning 


iMCDiuiti^/wbi^lie {Mr. {yrif>>Wfis ,th|nii 
trgatl&g fbr4%h own tittK tbM?^it»,CofiQXoHtee and 

Golrermtient liad prono^ced Mr. SblBff^ guilty, WecannQt 
but doubt. In the first places propriety, ujtidier existing 
droiiAMtasices, of a private exeminatioUf this kiod betvreea 
Mr. Petrie and the accused y but must not Mr/ Petrie have been 
awBi’e, that the Public could not know of the reasons jMsi^ed 
by him for seeing Mr. Sherson frequently ; 4U|d. that the 
familiar reception of Mr. Shetson at his house Would be inter* 
preted as intended to give him the same Countenance and supr 
port, which he had from a party, because under the disapproba- 
' tion of Government ? So with respect* to Lieutenant Colonel 
Sentieger, Major Boies, and Captain Grant, Of whom the first 
and last were suspended on the ‘ Ist May, and Major Boles on 
the 3ht Januaiy. Mr. Petrie, in admitting that these Officers 
occasionally called upon ItHd, says, that all the objects of 
" his communications with them was through their infiuence to 
allay the alarming ferment which was rapidly spreading from 
one station of the Army lo the other, &c.'* Now, as here 
again, the reception given to gentlemen, known to be in hosti- 
lity to the Government, might easily be misinterpreted by the 
Army, so we must confess that it seems an unfortunate proceed- 
ing in Mr. Petrie to have chosen, for the purpose of allaying 
discontents in the Army, Officers whom the Government found 
it necessary to suspend for insubordination or sedition ; and 
against the first of whom. Lieutenant Colonel Scntleger, Mr. 
'Petrie, as we bave seen before, had on the 2 ist October, 18Q7' 
made very strong representations on' account of insubordinate 
conduct j namely, that he had ** placed himself in the charac- 
fer of a Defender of the general intei'ests of the Company's 
** Army, and that he was eager to promote dangerous discus- 
sion } whence GoverUmdlt were impressed with the strongest 
sense of the dangerous tendency of his infiammatoiy and 
"’factious proceeding." And afterwards, in the same Letter 
it is stated, " that the dangerous spirit. of cabal in the Army 
had been grdady iuflamed by the impunity yvith which Lieu^ 
tenant Goionel' Senlleger had hitherto been enabled to brpve 
and insult the . authority of Government," (Mr. Petrie was 
a then 
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then sensible th^t^ impunity added to. .insubordination) ** and 
5 ' thejt'he was bekl .up at the pnddpal . military stations as the 
" champion of the rights of the Army,’* &c. Into the defence 
of Lieutenant Colonel Scntleger, which Mr. Petrie seems to 
ad(^t, • against tlie charge on which be was suspended, we shall 
not heie enter, as there will be another occasion to consider 
that charge, and the proofs by which it is established ; but, 
passing over also the complimentary strain in which Mr. Petrie, 
in his Minute, writes of that Officer, we cannot avoid expres- 
sing. our surprize at his quoting, with apparent satisfaction, 
what. Lieutenant Colonel Sentleger had stated to him as part 
of bis defence naiqely, ** that he had endeavoured to discou- 

rage in the Officers under his command, every idea of openly 

opposing the authority of Government 5” though it appears 
from Mr. Petrie’s Statement, tliat he understood this Officer, 
and nearly all tliose under his command, to have taken an active 
part in exclaiming against the measures relative to General Mac^ 
dowall, SiC, and had signed y certain inflammatory papers 
which is something of the same nature as the observation Mr. 
Petrie makes in behalf of (Jolonel Capper and Major Boles , 
that the remotest intention of creating a mutiny in the Jrmy, 
could not be imputed to those Officers. 

We certainly could have wished to have seen Mr. Petrie 
actively and ostensibly associating with men also of another 
description, known friends to order and obedience, for the 
purposes of ascertaining accurately, and of allaying the discon- 
tents. of tlie Army > but even when he learnt from Lieutenant 
Colonel iScntlegev, tlmt a most dangerous combination existed 
“ in the ^Southern Army, to resist the Orders of Go\ernmcnt, 
“ and to insist on a redre:is of grievances,’' we do not iind that 
be. proceeded to communicate this information, most important 
vs it was, to Sir G. Barlow .or his colleajgjues in the Govern- 
ment. 

Wc are judecd^concerncd to sec, that Mr. Pctiie's defence of 
himself, in answer to Sir (1. Barlow, does not exhibit. him a^ 
living in habits of private intimacy and confidential communica- 
tion 



115 

tiott Vintb ally descriptioii bf^perfeons but iucb as yttrt In a state 
6f hostility to the Goveriiiltet>' bbth in ihe Civil and Militaiy 
lines ot the service. And on the' whole <jf this head^ so far are 
we from thinking with the authors of the Dissents, that Mr, 

Petrie has refuted the accusations of Sir 6. Barlow, that we, 

are of opinion the facts he has admitted, and very unsatisiacto* 

rily explained, establish a great dek! ) that his house was open 

to the malcontents (even after Sir G. Barlow’s admonitibn *, * p.«. 

though he might not subsequently have asked suspended servants 

to come to it j) that he was considered as a friend by all^ those 

of that description whose names are prominent in that time of 

commotion and it must be evident, that in a romitunity vio« 

lehtly inflamed by the spirit of party and faction, in which the 

course held by the second .Member of the Government could 

not be unobsened, his maintenance of opinions which were 

also held by those hostile to Sir G. Barlow% and his opposition 

to the same measures of Government which they likewise op« 

posed, might, without much greater precaution than he used, 

be naturally interpreted by the different parties united against 

the Government, as a support and encouragement to their 


Some of the Dissents f lay much stress on the declaration of t sir f. Barint, 
Lord Minto, that in doing justice to Sir G, Barlow and the ^^’i**’*"* 
gentlemen who supported him, he did not mean to reflect on the 
conduct of Mr, Petrie j but that he thought the conduct of Mr. 

Petrie wrong, is evident, both from his own opposite course^ 
and from the passage of his letter immediately foHovving the 
one alluded to j wherein he says, " In a case of crisis, hcfur- 
'' ever, when to place the matter on a broad and general 
" ground, a strong Government might reasonaWy be accounted 
essential (if I may use that phrase) to the safety of the com- 
monweaith, the Dissent of a Member of Council so con- 
•C siderablc in station, character, and talents, must give addi- 
'' tional value to the useful and efficient support which Sir G, 

** Barlow and the public Cause liave derived from Mr. Oakes and. 

" Mr. Casamdijor.” 
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Wc, 6b thfe ^hole ^ .tiib: article, aiiwt eaiprcss 

oi!inr futt^persua^ioti^ 4faal; the oondaci iudd ‘ by Mr. Petrie couldl > 
liave heen^ 'a* Sir O. Barlow baa stated, '' productive 
'<"%f aerious impediment to the admiiustratioii of the aftsins of’ 
" Government^ and of injury to tke*public interests and this 
in a way and to an extcttb which the maintenance of his own 
opinioftft needcd not have 'produced, and for which his right to 
maintfthi'those opinions forma valid excuse. 

4. The last topic to whieb we shall advert^ is the refusal of 
Mr. Petrie' to sign the Address^- framed by. a respectable part of 
the inhabitants of Madras, to Sir G. Barlow. 

In order to form a correct judgment on tliis subject, we innst 
look to the general state of affairs under the Fort St. George 
Presidency, at the time when the Address was proposed, and to 
the import of the Address itself. 

Mr. Petrie, it appears, refused to sign the Address on the 
.*10th duly. At that time the danger was almost at its highest 
point. It is an essential mistatement which Is made in Mr. 
Petrie’s defence, " that the Army had then manifested un- 

equivocal proofs of returning subordination and obedience.” 
The facts stated in this Paper, and the most authentic documents 
concerning the progress of the revolt, prove the contrary. 
Colonel Malcolm had but< a little befose returned ftom his uu- 
suoces 5 fu];.miasion to Masulipatam. ‘On the 30th July, the 
garrison of SeringapataiU' broke out into open rebellion. On 
the 3d .'Vugust, Colonel Close was driven from. Hydrabad. The 
action with the battalions from Chittledroog, the seizure of the 
yublic'tmsuFe in the>Northerin Circars, the mutiny at Ellorc; 
the; mardi of the Jauhiah Force towatds' the. Presidency, all 
happened after the .dOth" Jufy 5 and the first indication of re^ 
tuiiilng obedience, which was the subtnissloti of the Hiydrabad 
Force, is dated' the. litli August, and couU«not have reached 
(he Presidency till the lfith or 17th. < Thua a great part of the 
Army was in open rebellion. The allegiance of the rest was at 
least questionable. 


In 
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111 times of pubUtv perils tke^ <4 addressing tke est^<^ 
blishecl GoTeroment witk profe«sion»' 4 f loyalty '>aiid support is 
usual and natural. , It is proper in Govetnmcnts* at sudi times, 
to accept and even to -wish for eucb testimonies . of etUckment. 
Some of the most respectable of the iuhabitaots of Miidrasy. in 
a crisis big with danger to that Presidency and .to India, thought 
it their duty , to adopt a measure ofthis'kind. The Chief Justice, 
a man next in rank to the Governor, . ami no less distinguished 
by Ills character than by his station, the two junior Members 
of Council, the Commander in Chief of the Army, and other 
conspicuous persons, took the lead* The Address went into no 
discussion of the measures of Government.. Jt pnly expressed, 
on the part of the subscribers, a disapprobation of the insub* 
ordination that had recently shoivn itself among the Officers of 
the Company's Army, so dangerous in its tendency, with assur- 
ances;. of support to the interests of legal government, and a 
readiness to devote life and fortune to the maintenance of the 
public tranquillity. • 

Wo w'ould ask, whether, in the state of things at that mo- 
ment, when the sword of revolt"’ was unsheathed, and the 
dames of civil war likely to be kindled throughout the countiy, 
every man, and especially every public man, was not called to 
take his line ? whether neutrality was any longer consistent with 
duty ;-—¥vhether any loyal man could possibly take the side of 
opposition to lawful authority? and whether the Address pledged 
to more than the sUpport of the Government by law established, 
and resistance to the principles of izisubordination and disobe*^ 
dience ? 

On what^rounds then did Mr. Petrie refuse to become a party 
to this. Address ? He thought it might increase irritation, 
and produce an unfavourable effect on the disposition of.. the 
Army, which had then manifested unequivocal proofs of 
** returning subordination and jobedience, and that the wounds 
were beginning to heal.” This, reason had not, as already 
shown, the least foundation ; there were not any symptorps of 
returning subordination nor of begun amendment. The pnnef- 

pal 
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pal icaaottif . therefore, awlgrted by Mr. Petrie, wlioBy'fafls. lie! 
t^o^ht also '' that such a public manifestation of the sentiments 
.‘5f of a part of the settlement, so strongly expressed,”— (the ex- 
pressions are, in onr opinion, remarkably temperate)—'' could' 
do not possible good, but might add to the difficulties which 
" still opposed the recalling a considerable part of the Officers 
to their duty.” As it appears from various documents that 
the Officers were conscious they were acting a most criminal 
part, it is far more probable that the public erection of a standard 
of duty and loyalty must have struck them with a deeper sense 
of their criminality, and made their perseverance harder to 
themselves. The difficulties still '' opposing the recal of many 
" of the Officers to their duty,” is an idea growing out of the 
preceding groundless supposition of " unequivocal proofs of 
" returning stibordination" and falls with it. What means, or 
what probability appeared of recalling the Officers, then remain- 
ed, unless to convince them that they had not - the power of 
overawing anti controuling the .Government which they believed 
themselves to possess? That only a part of the Settlement 
signed the Addres8<««(many more might perhaps have signed it 
if Ml'. Petrie had set an example)— is, in our opinion, an un- 
Ind’siy'HM’Ijgfis, sound argument, although it is adopted in some of the Dissents 3* 
aijdjur. Eij/hin- precisely in times of faction and division that such 

Addresses arc pertinent. But docs the duty of supporting legal 
government, depend on the numbers that may, concur in that 
object ? The duty surely attaches to every individual, whether 
he has many or few to act with him 3 and if, on the occasion 
in question, but a few were found, the greater was their honour, 
whilst those who refused to join them, were, in onr opinion, 
highly. culpable. Mr. Petrie, in the way of objection, alludes 
to " the mans of obtaining signatures 3” and one of the 
t Mr.BiphiDitone. ^ explains this as if the author of it has been an eye- 

witness, by saying " the Adflrew was carried from house to 
" bouse” by an Officer whom he is pleased to stigmatize, and 
who, according to hinb " flattered and threateneir as he judged 
" most likely to prevail 5— to some he held forth promises of - 
'' the Governor’s fuvourj-^others he threatened with his highest 
" dis]^ea8ure.” On this passage we would observe, that there 
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is not the vestige of aotibority for it in the pnblic Hecor^s;^ 
which the honourable writer himself has made the only standard' 
by which our decision should be regulated $ nor is it even sup* 
ported by the slightest shadow of that ex parU evidence " 
which, he observes, “ should not be implicitly believed * ’* and 
we caunot say how unwarrantable appears to us the whole of 
this attack not only upon a very deserving Officer, to whose 
character wc have already done some justice, but on the highly 
respectable individuals who signed the Address, and indeed on 
the loyal measure of standing forth in defence of lawful govern- 
ment. This honourable Writer further says, that if any good 
•“ consequence could have been expected from an Address, a 
'' meeting should have been called, and the Address voted pub- 
" licly.’* This certainly would have been a most peraicious 
proceeding. We apprehend it was perfectly competent to any 
individuals, to set their names to a paper promising support to 
the constitutional authority, at a time when it was threatened 
wdih subversion 3 but for tlie inhabitants of Madras to assemble 
collectively, in order to debate or discuss any of the measures 
of Government respecting the Army, would have been to assume 
a very dangerous power to W’hlch they had not the least right, 
and to open a theatre for all the clamours and abuse of faction, 
to the still deeper injury of Government. Or if, in such an 
assembly, it were proposed to vote upon any question, the real 
import of which, however worded, should be whether the legal 
Government should be supported or not, it would be something 
like treason. Mr. Petrie has appealed to the result of the Ad- 
dress, which, he says, instead of strengthening the hands of 
Government, restoring harmony, mutual confidence, &c. 
increased animosity and contention. This mode of aigniog 
from consequences, (to which he has elsewhere objected)^ seems 
to require edccts from the measure which it never could be 
expected to produce. The dUadected were not likely to be 
reclaimed by the Address 3 nor is it a wonder that those whose 
policy it was to await events without taking a decided part, still 
wished to find excuses for not committing themselves, and at 
the same time to have their refusal to sign the Addresa ’COfi- 
*^idcred as no decision against the Government. Ilut wbalever 

real 
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Kdil fdeiids of Gov€Eria»eiit concurred in tUc refuealj were in- 
judkiovui friends } end tlie conduct of all tliese descriptions of 
persons does not impeach the propriety of the meesttrc of an 
Address^ nor the mode in which It was Gondupted, by obtaining 
^gnatmcs, being indeed tlie only mode that was open. It was 
still a noble testimony to the principles of order and loyalty, and 
sbei^cd a band of the very best subjects under Chat Gorerament 
to be devoted to its support. If there was a want of attention to 
Mr. Peciie, as he complains, in not first consulting him upon 
the measure, it lay with the movers in it to ansiver that minor ob- 
jection, which certainly could weigh but little in a question of 
so important a nature. It is urged in Mr. Petrie's defence, that 
though be refused to sign the Address, yet he afterwards stated 
that, if the Government, in Council, or tlie general sense, 
attached any beneficial importance to the public interests, or 
that it could effect tlie peace of the Sctrleincut, mislead any 
one, or prevent mischief, it would be kis duty to yield his 
opinion to theirs, and affix his name." But the value and 
importance of Mr. Petrie’s signature depended on its being 
.spontaneous. He had, after mature and serious considera- 
*' tion,’* stated his reasons why he could not, with propriety, 
give the Address his signature and he still thought his 
reasons just." A signature affixed at the desire of Govern- 
ment, under all these circumstances, which could not be unkno^v^, 
would have been deemed an official act, not the offspring of his 
own judgment and inclination, and would place the Government 
in the light of soliciting a countenance, wl;ich, given in that way, 
would, after all, do them little or no good. We do not, therefore, 
wonder that Sir G. &irlow avoided going into the subject with 
Mr. Petrie, and left him to act according to his own judgment. 
Tilt* offer of Mr. Petrie, as above quoted, seems, hosvcver, to 
indicate some apprehension, at least in his mind, that his signa- 
ture might be of importance ; and , wc find it very difiicuil to 
conceive that he most not have been sensible a declaration like 
rhat contained in the Address, voluntarily made by bjm in 
^‘onjunctiou with other distinguished characters, would have 
prodtijed a beneficial effect upon tfie^minds of the Officers. 


At 
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^ W li^ ihi« pitu^ 

Onu'wi^ «l 

MioMitttd sni }ild^g«ed 
Otfiiehim^t 8gii^ m«iiik>Miiit!oi^i 

dikdiijiibdrtb'i^ire dipled^i' 4tidit^'‘«i^dGei' tiS^h 1^ d^ar^iycm. 
Hi 'cln^e 'to irf^aitr iA ‘the* la^telr eN^ f '^nd let* it' be tee<)tti^bted 
this* wias at b criirii when *thc‘ 'Offltery' tt/tte' fa Aeta^" rebdKidn 
against the bovehimenV^hTid ' civil facHohs w^ also opposed 
to' it,' liiet it be reci^lttft^' zliHi, 'l^t ISCr; Petrie cMtised ' his 
ssidt enttriiig any Diisen^ to' Certain were sup 

p6ihd to have had an 'inBiTence ili ptodhfring'ihi ' Vellore mutiny^ 
fii^Ause'^i^uld not have it appl^ar that' there was any differ- 
etifce athoh^ ‘tiie Membei's * of G^emmexrt at so critical a con- 
juncture. hfdt he not thed have been pef&ctly aware of con- 
itructS&trs; unfavourable to Government/ which wottid be pot on 
liis present conduct? What Was the lowest Interpretation that 
woulirbe made of this pnSceedtngby the Officers > iVe conceive 
this— that he was liot to be donsidcred as acting with the Go- 
vernment in their piiheiples n'r measures respecting the Army ; 
that he bore with all thh Officers had done, even to the horrible 
crime ^ turning thefr arms against the GoVernincnt, and seiz- 
ing the’ forts anJ treasures of the public ^ that he did hot shut 
out treaty with them upon the basis of their own demands, 
whicii iheiuded restoration of OfSccrs dismissed for sedition; Ac. 
to wbicli treaty a general amnesty muis^, of course, be' 'prelinii- 
naryj that, then^fbffe, he was n6t ' disposed to resort to the 
military means (ample as they were;} which 'Government had 
for itsbwh protection 3 but, in short, l6okhd* only to a preseixt 
compi^mise, or rather treaty, of Such kind ds Otmld be obtain-^ 
ed, Incruding pfobabl^ a rtiference to'th^' atidval* and d^ibns 
of |^’r| Mihfo, \Vho hAd already' declared himself against the 
whoye' A^fem bf the Officers, or a i^drebce, concerning points 
alfeacfy in effect yldtledi’ to the' Coitrt of Directors, who would 
thuj^^fib 'broiigh't hit6 the greatdjf embarrassment, whilst it 
would likye'leit the’ Port St; George Go'^iirttment in the' mbst 
humilffit^^e^Vate, aiid the Officers full IcisUtc to cbtisbHchte'thtiir 
dangerous ascendancy. 
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This cduirse veally^ according to all the explanations of 
Mx. Petrie hijnseif^ the one for which he was an advocate } 
but, in the temper and state of the Army, it appears to us, 
that it necessarily involved an abandonment of the just princi- 
ples of ail Government, of the authority, credit, and efficiency 
of the Madras Government, of the proper controul of the Army 
in future, and thence att ai^ddbrnent of the highest interests 
of British India. 

We therefore thought, and still think, that Mr. Petrie essen- 
tiaUy failed, on this important occasion, in the duty which 
appertained to hia, station j that the Court oi Birectnrafime 
consequently called up<nr to mark publicly and 8tron|^ Xhtit 
disapprobation of conduct like bis; and that, on this andr the 
other grounds which have been 'stated in the preceding pages, 
it was just and piwper to remove Mt. Petrie from stanffing .in 
succession to the Government, and from the seat ha held in the 
Council of the Port St. George Presidency. 

We have the honour to be. 

Gentlemen, 

Vour most obedient humble Servants, 

(Signed) . . . . 

€. GnANT. •* . R.‘C. ‘Plowdent. , 

W. ASTBtfL. C.' MARJOaX»ANKa« 

C. Mills. 1. Jnolxs. ‘ * \i 

V , A. .Bobarts. . I. Bbbp. . . 

G. Smith. *G. A. Robxkson. 

Eaft*Jndia Howe, IQ/A Sept. 1810,. ^ 
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Ths Nabdti^ of thir Cftnidtlo liikd conlull^ Kept registers of 
tke^boiub granted i/y fhooi, and paeyttuuile made on account of 
thieni^ in offices appropriated to tlmt^,jparpo^e.‘ 'After their deatfa> 
to prevent those registers from being ffilsified .or- interpolated, 
the offices were shut up. An Officer belonging to one of ihem, 
whose salaiy was only sixty rupees a month, having some years 
ago been dismissed for niiseonduet, Panpiah Bramihy# an in- 
triguing native, a great dealer in bonds, and a man of notorious 
recorded infamy, as Already xnentioncd in the text, offisredthe 
present Nabob a douceur of pagodas, or ef 4(H)0, for the 

restoration of the Officer so. dismimed. Whence;, the obvious 
inference is, that be wanted to have an instrument of his own 
in that department. That Officer, with his successor and ano" 
ther person in office, were afterwwnjs delected in a plan to 
introduce'^ spurious bonds into the offiee, which they all con- 
fessed 5 and they were confined by the Nabbb. ' This detection 
was made by other official servants, but has Since been used' by 
the party adverse to the Commissioners and to the Government, 
to destroy the credit of the office registers as authority for the 
validity of bonds, and to d^ttoy also the'^ credit <6f all liiib Dur- 
bar servants. Paupiah, by his English attorney, applied to the 
Supreme Court for a writ of Habeas Corpus, to discharge those 
persons out of, the Nabob's custody, and also instituted a pro- 
secution against the Nabob's S^an, for falsely imprisoning 
them. This fact shows plainly a connexion between Paupitth 
and these petsons. Various informations having been given to 

a 2 Governmeat, 



,.6oTerni»entj». a£^; pC iNabobs* bonds^ anxi of a 

' tr^o In tbiMiv the Goverttpictit^t to checJs -tbis nefarious pcac- 
#t|oe«; instituted tho: QommUtee of Xpqu&y spoken of in the text, 
;v4o wbpm :those infbtmatioiikf were referred This sort of {«£« 
^^tvious . inquiry fell within the <§t;o^inC^> of Government, not of 
' the Commissioners for Cafnetic debts, whose business lay in 
; examining claims brought l^uTe t^em* Among the commiini* 
cations referred to that Committee^ were a charge against Fau- 
piah for forgery, and also one . against Reddy Row. We know 
not which, of these charges was prior in point of time. Reddy 
Row, who ..had been , the^late Nabob’s head accountant of the 
hady-^om.ldp.'|io<Hi. long acquaintance 

with the bond trdi^aG^<ma. €d those Nabobs, been> after their, 
death, together with Mr. BattJey, the English secretary of the 
Nabobs, consulted by speculators, in the Carnatic debts, on the 
authenticity of bonds offered for sale. The information against 
Reddy Ruw was given by a foreign adventurex named Loyd, 
who did not, on his examination, seem ^ to know .what he had 
stated in hts letter, and appeared, in this* instance, to be acting 
under the direction of others. To support this charge, he 
brought two, witnesses against rBeddy Row, named ArnaGhella 
Row and Beem Row, wlio proved afterwards to be instruments 
of Faupiah Bramiqy. Their testimony was thought so impro- 
bable as to be unworthy of belief i and has since, in the most 
material parts, been refuted even by themselves. The Commit- 
teehaving, on the 25th June 1808, been directed to examine 
into the charge against Faupiah, for fabricating a bond for 
48,000 pagodas, they on tlie 11th July reported that it was a 
fengery,' and reepmmended that the parties concerned in it 
N should be .prosecuted. The choice of natives to assist the Com- 
missipners. in eimmining .the Durbar Reg^ters, in order to 
. USCprtaip the^ validity was evidently a point of great 

; importance. It sppear«;.tbat>^gaplab wanted, to get a mao of 
bis own , into that empiay^ Tlie Commissioner^ however, se- 
elected, for riseir.. principal .assistant, Reddy Row above-men- 
^tioaed, as the person most qualified, anil likely to get them 
'<iiifometion. On or^ about the same day, the4ith of July, 

Faupiah, 
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Psitpinh^ BB a creditor, prcferfcd betoe tiie CommUslonera fcr 
imestigating the debts, objecttons to e bond belongiBg to 
Reddy Row for 38,500 pagodcs^ ac beingafdrgery. His wit* 
nesses weie the persons already wamedi Amaefieila Row and 
Beem Row. On the 12tb Inly, orletter dated the 9th, was laid 
before the Commissioners, by Mt, Abbott, containing a list of 
bonds stated by him to be sufpioibut, among which was this one 
of Reddy Row’s. The Commissioners, to whom the deed sanc- 
tioned by PaiHaraent meant exchaslrdy to confine tibe jadgment 
of sach points, on opening their commission, in the first fdace 
examined carefully into the Tsdidtiy^of tl^s bond, wad 
roughly satisfied, on 4^at they deemed the ^eerest evidence^ tihit 
it was a genuine one ; not only the reality w the Nabob’s signa** 
ture, but the leasonaUe groundexm which 4iie bond wns granted, 
having been proved* It was Ixere given in» evidence to the Com- 
nussioners,i that paiipiah bad offered to Reddy BOw to withdraw 
his chargeof forgery and settle their differences, if he (Reddy Row) 
would undertake to support Pauplah's claims (for 35 lacs of pago- 
das, about one miUfonaterling}. On the 20th July, in consequence 
of the recommeadationof the Committee, oiders were given by 
Government, to the Conifwny^s law officers, to prosecute Pau* 
plahfor forgery. TheComn^ioners appear to have believed, 
that there wa> a design to defeat the object of their appoint- 
ment, by procuring the removal, through any means, of the 
Officers most able to bring the truth to light ; and having, in 
the coarse of their proceedings, discovered, as they thought, 
an extensive conspiracy for the worst porposea, they, on the 
25th July, stated this case to the Govcisiaent ; and rc(|aest€d 
tUar, with a view to institute a prosecution against the aitthors 
of the conspiracy, their Minutes might be inspected by the 
Company's law ofitodrs*. The principal party knplkared here 
was Pauptah. He, on the same day (2601 July) charged before 
the sitting Jmagistrute, Mr* Maitland, Reddy Row end one ot 
h>9 witnesses^ Anunda Row, with the forgery of the above- 
mentioned bond, for pagodas 36,580 $ of which charge the 
CommtsskMiers fbr investigating the debts, to whose jurisdietibn 
this fpiesHon belonged, bad already acquitted Reddy Row. 

Paupiah « 
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heietitert AmadbiellK'Row aiid<B<|ci»Kcinf 
ak^ldljr < ^wntSoiukL .w]ur< lid]i b&fciire ' aait 
nlMi0n^ bad ^dwlinecb to <»aimit(th« .aqciised in this'^businosoi 
mJtho eTldeiie^ tendefed^ ' One^ofi didtC^paiis^Mera attended^ 
Mb, Maitland, and ofibred to ciniimAtdftte'lEohim the coiitra*^ 
dictory evidence which the saiio^ 'ai^en Bhd |[^ven before ‘to 
them in this matter; but Mr^^Mahlhnd refused to itoeive tho’ 
depositions taken .before the.Cdfiiaiittiofiers; or* to examine ( -the 
deposing pairtitohiitoel6f.aii4 on*. th»^er: parte evidence of the 
aoctiKera,'. who)were.t1i«iiiielvie^ have: been prosecuted foi' 
sttppebl ef^V^ujiiKh’i 'cbospif^^ he, on the 30th: 
Jdyii^omimtted RmMytRowy 4^nand«wWiWho^hdd g^ven' 
evidence d lavottF'b^ ReddyRow^' to take tfadv trial foriorgerij^r 
Mr. Maitknd has sitiue avoisM himself tb be a prosecutor tothc' 
same matter in which* be then acted an magistrate, and to bet 
interested in the oventr* Tbe'eompiaiftt iKf:.the Commissionera 
against Amanh^Ua.' Row and BcemvRow; fov:p6rjtiry^'^hayiDg 
bedn heard! hy Mr. Taiw^ljf another nri^trato,^|hfr eomnadtfed 
thein^foff'triali But ^anpiah, by cariylhg^drarf'BEetosatioa' jm 
mentionedj'before Mr. Makland, took the :itart:of the otber 
side; and he ^irnd hb a<H:a>mpUe<a^ibdte^ appearing in the 

ignominious li^ti of eidptits m Rjgdahhrges of> foi-gevy and 
perjury, placed Reddy Bow (« mim ^Who^dted^till then -passed 
through U& with mi uahnpcaohed^ chdract«r>>la^ thii siChatioiiy 
and v^on a charge »too{hadyydikh'^ the j^pertiibiinal '.had'^ibM 
claredhim innocent. represetUation of tiio.< srii6le 'of 

this case by the Commissions^/ and at their request/^ the Oo« 
vernment directed the law officers of the Company to under- 
takie<>the de&oce of^Redify^Row . and Anunda RoW; The Go* . 
vemj^nti dkl^not ththk th» 'merely a 'squabble among ini^ 
ihvlduah,” asMr. FattjaoU‘.exprestes;iit/^bu^a 'public concern/ 
ydt aamudb clamour rmaed; agmast^tlie Governmeflst, 

ibf^tIto;as^stasieethiU8 lieiidef^ ther.dekn> 

dantSj Ihinayt not Jbv'jGoureign to ^atopart of . the subjesto to look 
back So'.^tbp-Mgiia*of their havipg been cbnsultediin «wgaid to 
the. f^e«tes which ware, supposed to have .been., committed. 
M.thbkdoflW/ 4^'WiiNipp«MC.tbAt the first, occasion oa jwhkb 

Jr? T.’ : * the 
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WHidunDg the Preskleitcyiflf.l^.'f^d, wheli'r€b[e. 1 aTe 9 t% 8 ^ r 
tion of'^e ii>fbrmation^|;iT4ii^l]fy;tikefordgtol»^ iVfsaccw 

iditted<txi.the Cdmpeny's Advocate^ General vasd' Sd&ator, 
thereby became officially 'oonnected irhli* ’ the‘‘ 

forgeries . before Sir G- Airlowfe arrival. Imoiediately aHer** 
vrards, that is on the lst;Aogftst^ an advertisement ivaa pre« 
pared, and appeared ammynsoosly in :the Gazette of tfae:4tb> 
inviting a meeting of the bond fide creditors* of the ^Nsbdb, > 

on the 6th> on busktets of the utaadfit iniportdnee,^ . Thff 
persons who, in consequence, t mat,* trete Mmnn 
Fhrry, Abbot and IMffitland <tbe twwlastvfiarttieva in boshieidjfr 
Mr. Light, as Patfpidh*a^tamey, and Mb other indavidaals not< 
named. They elected Messrs. Roebnck, Parry abd Abhdt, to 
be repreientetweB of the creditore ef the Uie Nahebt*^ sexy 
numerous body dispersed intEu^and and India, who had given 
no power' for^ pny such election. In the first list of iNabob'a 
debta,.niadeOp Jii 18Qd««(the late Nabob died in, 1801)^tbe 
amount cf chtiins.aiai|d(ng in the names df Messrs. Abbott' and 
Maitland, as prineipals orvagents, was ^£*68,847. . The amount 
standing in the name^.of Paiipiab was a£jS20,146. In the last 
aceoimt the claims^, of, Umso two persons, of Messrs. Roebuck 
and Parry, and of. Paupiih,. as principals or agents' (kiGludinga 
claim by Mr. Abbot, on behalf, of a Begum, for 25 lacks of 
pagddas) aamunt to 67 Was of pagodas, or'stf2>680,000 ster- 
ling> being hill two^thirda of the whole amount,at first estimated 
to be due to a most numerous list of creditors. . 

In the character of represeniaUves of the credtidrs, Messrs. 
Roebuck, Parry and Abbott, on the 20th August ISOS^ ad^ 
dressed a remonstrance to Government, against the promotion 
afforded to Reddy Row, by allowing him the assistance of the 
Company's law officers, and against the, intended prosecution 
df Paupiah for forgery, which .they said would discourage na- 
. tives from coming forward to give evidence— an allegation sooit 
dtsproved 'by the events that followed. It was alleged Ulab, 
that^'Mis; Anstruther, the Advocate General, whef> liwlAeco 

directed 
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Plpbipstonc 1 1^ deniW:th^ .|J»W 

«ny cooDcuoatbetvreen thi|i ,£otif Epmpeaa cr^Um 
piah. Bi^t we ponceive tb^ th^.TO. natare .and gpder.e^ the 
^a^ts abQ,Y4^d«sepbd^;ir^6$}»t^^ sucb^^^eoiii^pQ; 

.and besides, it is avo^, bp Abbott, Parry and 
jpd,.1ilipt jtheypaid the of ^ the suit^, brought in the 

P^jp^pjCp^, in. the n%mp o^ .Faupiah^. agMast tleddy Aow., 
,IJl,it^*ilso kaowpj^at M»;- Ppirry.wtts Paupfah’s, bail in the rc-- 
tion broi^bt Bgainatiiiin axtd another per&on for peijury. - 


Thas« persons were throughout lexers iu Uie oppositioD 
raised agaiitst Government and the Commissioners . for the 
Caniatic debts, on. account of the measures adj)pted by them 
for the due investigation of cth^se debi^^ ^teir prooe^bi^gs 
tended to throw .every thing into confnipoit^o discredit the 
Officers employed in the examination ojt t^e Nabob's regis*- 
te»«»<*-tQ discredit those regisUrs J|^a^etves (whence, it is 
p.esi.nwblc, thpy .could expecst,lktle; support to their cause 
from them)- 7 to discredit the C!<^mis$ionem and the Govern- 
ment likewtee. These persoi|s.fWent at length so Jar as to 
apply to the Governor General in .^ooncil for the jrcmoval of 
the Commissioners, and tko to threaten: those Couimissionccs 
with a cruninail pros^tioh in the Supieme Court at M^ras.r 
which vi^ent course,, on the other hand, induced a very.ccspec.' 
table^body, comprehending the principal commercial characters 
of ht^dras, to bm^-inavoluntary address .4p.thcCp^isston- 
ers;^ the n^t honourable testimony to thjp uprightness of; them 
with which a)so,the, Madras -Government aapn^ed 4hft 
highest sj 9 tiffaction. That CJovernment, ^ la^, in- 
prevent the entire phstmotion of th^ ,bi|sine^s ej^tri^sted ^ the 
Commissionerib Aucl to .check .the spirit of %^on, which hiidji 
become very genat^alandoutragepus iu the i^tlie^nt,.£(iund,it 
necessiuy ^ interpo^sci by .re|ioviog hfr; :Miut|and, frpip,.t^9, 

magistracy^ 



irideh hh ifli 

Ifiir]^^ ill India on wfferaacfej 't^ 

vetek bjr afljp^tiidng mrlidbeia 

jfmnimVk iidtow at th'a PmU^tkcjf^' to tbe 4ia^ of tha 
tiUtfimtiit in Vi«aga{iatam,*«eild to bk obe of tbil''jnoftt'8ata- 
Mbttft 00H^ coaat^ where aubM^uort ^ath^ at the age of 
€d, has befen reftftaeiitod hf some The 

^ opposite dhargfs against Ainaahfsila Bow and B^emBow'pii 
the one 'hand^ and i^inst Eeddir Bhw bn the o^er; canie 
.before the grand jury' at the 'Mae time. .They heard lim iim 
eha^e against Beddy Sow^ mid foOnd a bill y after whil^'ahi^ 
rS^ed to go into tbe other ehaige^ as kmdving a contra4icB& 
to what they bail aiveady found on oath. The trial lasted near 
a months dve days of which were lost by the intoxication of 
some members of the petty jury» which was in general com- 
posed' of the lowest order of Europeans. The ‘Chief Justice^ 
having adjourned one day; to arrange his notes of the evidence, 
was ^ecwaids; by indispositiod, prevented from arttending for 
several days mor^ j wfaidi was made the ground of an applica- 
tion to the grand joryi, then sitting, for a charge of impeach- 
ment against that eminent magistrate. The Chief Justice 
summed up, in a speech of eigfU hours, dr^ng a result in 
fovour of the defendants,, and partioulaiiy dwelling on the 
documents produced by the witnesses on both sides from the 
thirbar Offices, as unanswerable and eonclhsive. Tliejuryia 
twen'tif minutes brought in a verdict of Guilty.” A new trial 
was moved for, on the ground tliat the verdict was against the 
dear weight of evidence. But, in ponseqpenoe of that verdict, 
other bills for' conspiracy and perjury were preferred and found 
a^nst 'Reddy Row, and Mr. Battky, one of bis witnesses, 
who had been thirty yestra En^hh secretory to the Nabobs 
W4dia ft&r reputation. In the first trial, the prosecutors had 
kMisCdd’ that Annnda Row (principal witness for Reddy Row) 
vihtt Wto' stated by himself, by Mr. Battley, and others, to 
baVe bM a writer in the Nabob's Bulbar in the year 1799, 
was lh^Ms at that very time, a clerk in the Cutchfury of 
Manatgoody, neiai^ Cuddalorc. It was proved, on* the flefi^ce," 

that 


s 
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that Ananda How at Manargobdy Was a different p^son. . To 
ii^yc^tigate tlioroughly^ in view to the new trial, this fact on 
which the charge bip peVjmy rested,* a gentleman, well versed 
in the native languages, was sent by Government to the spot; 
He ascertained, from the unanimous testimony of a considerable 
number qf the inhabitants,^ that the Anunda Row' who had 
given evidence at the trial, and who was shown to them, was 
not the person who had resided aJ^Manargoody. This, which 
seemed to fix the matter, proved, in the temper of the Settle- 
ment, adverse to the cause of Reddy Row and to Government. 
It was openly represented as an attempt to overawe the inha- 
bitants of Manargoody, by the interference of Government, 
and such reports failed not of their effect on the public mind. 
On the motion for a new trial, the counsel for the prosecution 
insisted that it was a ^iolation of the rights of juries, to ques- 
tion tlie verdict on the ground of any opinion given by the 
judge as to the weight of evidence ; which doctrine, being 
contrary to the current of authorities for the last half century, 
was resented by the Chief Justice, as an attempt to influence 
the by-standers, among whom were many of the special jury 
already struck for the approaching ti*ials. A clamour for the 
rights *of juries was raised, and every effort used to inspire a 
distrust of the Chief Justice, who, having delayed a decision 
on this notion, as the other trials nearly connected with it were 
coming on, a second presentment against him, tending to 
impeachment, was laid before the new grand jury. The Chief 
Justice, on the trial of Mr. Battley, which lasted several days, 
told the special jury they could not find the defendant guilty, 
unless they could make up their minds to the proposition, 
** that the whole inhabitants of Manargoody, and the whole 
** witnesses from the Durbar, were^ perjured f * and unless the 
whole body of documents, which were not impeached in evi- 
dence, should by mere presumption be set aside as forgeries* 
The special jury foundi however, Mr. Battley guilty of perjury, 
and recommended him to mercy, which seems not a veiy con- 
sistent proceeding. It is also said thab the jury were not, in 
fact, unanimous in their verdict. 

The 



The Chief' Iwtke .4ecUfe4 his de^nii.ina3op to pass no 
jui%meQt in either of . these caM&es $ hut to transmit them» Ai; 
they «tood^ with hU report on tliem^ for the determination of' 
His Majesty, . 

' His • Majesty has been advised to grant a pardon to the pei^« 
sons against whom the verdicts were passed^ Which, as wc 
understand, was the only way . open to him of supporting the 
part taken by the Chief Justice. 
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PREFACE. 


That the least informed reader of these Pa- 
pers may understand the transactions to which they 
refer, it may be right to acquaint him, that in the 
year 1 809^ serious disturbances broke out in the 
East India Company’s Army serving under the 
Madras Government. These disturbances, though 
the natural fruit of a harsh and bitter policy, were 
wisely condemned fay the Directors, as soon as the 
intelligence reached them, in a tone of severe re- 
probation-, and their Governments abroad received 
their sanction and support in the means adopted 

to quell them. 

# 

This support was the more liberally conceded 
to the Governor (Sir George Barlow), because 
he had taken c.ire to be the first who tokl the 
story. General M^Dowall was lost on his passage, 
and Mr, Buclian, the hired agent of Sir George 
Barlow, arrived with his dispatches before any 
other intelligence had reached England. By de- 
grees, however, the subject was better elucidated. 
Complaints, memorials, petitions crowded in a- 
gainst him without number. Enr he had ‘tcurt'd 
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in his favour one or two leading members of the 
Court; and through their influence, for a time, 
every thing that breathed a prayer, or led to an in- 
ference against hini> was heard with unwilling ears. 
Such, however, is the force of truth, even amongst 
a body so constituted, that a very different feeling 
began to manifest itself towards the middle of last 
year amongst the Directors. It seemed as if they 
were b^inning to suspect, that the continuance 
in the Government of Madras, of a man who 
had ingeniously contrived to be hated by all ranks 
and classes of people, was neither politic nor safe. 
Accordingly, notice was given of a motion to re- 
call him. It was debated on the 23d of July, 
18 J 1, and negatived by a majority of (wo. Nor 
would this have happened, had it not been for a 
sudden change of opinion in one or two of the 
Court j a change at complete variance with the 
language they had uniformly held since the subject 
had been first agitated. This problem can only 
be solved by the influence of the President of the 
Board of Control, who being a relation of Mr. 
Buchan, had entered with much personal zeal into 
the cause of Sir George Barlow. The number of 
that Board is twenty-four. It seems, therefore, that 
Sir Geo»-ge Barlow lias obtained a triumpli, which 
an exalted mind would consider a disgrace ; and 
that he now holds his place on a tenure, which vir- 
tue or pjide ought to have taught him to despise. 
I'he Protests, signed by six Gentlemen out of 
those who voted against him, comprehending no 
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mean proportion of whatever of talent or honour 
is to be found amongst them> are the subject of 
the following pages. They are printed from the 
copy called for by the House of Commons, pre- 
paratory to a motion of which notice has been 
given in that House, for his re-call. 

Besides the military affairs, the Protests advert 
to a passage in his administration, of which litde 
has been hitherto known. It seems that he has 
been guilty of an alarming interference in the pro- 
ceedings of the King’s Court at Madras. This 
is a short statement of diat interference. 

The Advocate GeneVal, Mr. Anstruther, had pur- 
chased of a man of the name of Reddy Row, a forg- 
ed bond of one of the Nabobs of the Carnatic, for 
the liquidation of whose debts an Act of Parliament 
had been passed. Several creditors, interested of 
course in wiping away unjust debts, had objected to 
this claim, and impeached it by a prosecution of 
Reddy Row and his accomplices. Sir George Bar- 
low, deferring to the mercenary advice of the Ad- 
vocate General, took the criminals under his protec- 
tion i dispatched a civil servant, at the cxpence of 
1 400 pagodas to the Company, to procure witnesses 
in their behalf ; deprived the Magistrate, who had 
committed the delinquents, of his office} and drove 
one of the prosecutors (Benjamin Roebuck, Esq.) 
from his place and its emoluments from the Presi- 
dency, to a reduced allowance and petty situation 
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at a remote station, where, at the advanced age of 
6S, he died literally of a broken heart. Another 
of the prosecutors he ordered home to England. 

The verdict of three successive Juries, however, 
confirmed the justice of the prosecution. But 
their verdicts were pronounced to be factious^ and 
the Chief Justice was induced to recommend the 
persons convicted, Reddy Row and Anunda Row, 
for the King’s pardon. That pardon was granted ; 
but before the pardon arrived at Madras, Reddy 
Row, protected and caressed by Sir George Bar- 
low, was detected in another forgery, and evaded 
the consequences of his crime by poisoning him- 
self j and the very day when the pardon thus ob- 
tained was read in Court, the other object of it, 
Anunda Row, was found guilty of anotlier, but 
a similar offence. The Advocate General has since 
expressed his acknowledgment of his own error, in 
terms of tiie most abject apology. To such an ex- 
tremity did Sir George Barlow carry his resentments 
on this occasion, that several persons, who had serv- 
ed or rhese juries, unaccountably felt his displeasurej 
by their sudden dismissal from their situations, which 
was wholly inexplicable on any other ground, than 
that they were punished for the verdicts they had 
given. 

If these matters, so disgraceful to the British 
character in India, pass over without inquiry, it 
may justly be allowed us to be out of humour 
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with the age we live in. Such things would not 
have been overlooked in better times. Au- 
thenticated charges of injustice and persecution a- 
gainst a colonial Governor, would have provoked, 
at least, an inquiry. But the present case has hi- 
therto been scarcely complimented with a discus- 
sion i a circumstance, attributable either to its hav- 
ing been forgotten amongst matters of nearer, 
though not more important interest, or to an ill- 
omened indifference t<r all abuses of authority in 
the distant parts of the British Empire. 
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COPY of the DISSENTS 

TO THE 

Court’s Resolutions of the 23cl July, 1811. 


xxT a Court of Directors, held on Wednesday tlie 
7th August, 1811; — 

Four Dissents to the Courts Resolution of the S3d 
ultimo, as to Sir G. Barlow remaining in tlie Govern-' 
ment of Fort St. George,^were read; viz. 

One signed by the Honourable W. F. Elphinstone, 
James Patlison, and James Daniell, Esquires; 

One by Robert Thornton, Esq. 

One by John Iludleston, Esq. 

One by J. A. Bannerman, Esq, 


To the Honourable the COURT of DIRECTORS of 
the EAST INDIA COMPANY. 

Gentlemen, 

We dissent from the Resolution of the Court of the 
(23d instant, negativing the Motion, — 

“ That on a review of the Proceedings of this 
Court, on the information received from India, re- 
lalive to the late unnatural rebellion at the Presi- 
denoy of Fort St. George, the Court contemplate 
with satisfaction the permanency which the mca- 
sures adopted by the Court arc calculated to give to 
the state of order and tranquillity, into which the 

B 
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Settlement had been brought and was left at the pe- 
riod of Lord .Minto*s return to Bengal. 

That^any farther inquiry into tl?e causes wliich 
led to, the disturbances alluded to, is now become 
unnecessary, and could only tend to a, revival of 
those animosities and erroneous principles, which 
“ it is tlie earnest desire of thi^ Court may be totally 
suppressed, in order that their baneful effects in 
producing , those evils, which of late there has been 
so much cause to censure and d<jploie, may beoom- 
mitted to eternal oblivion. 

“ That although the Court approve the zeai and iii- 
tegrity of Sir George Barlow, the present Govern- 
or of Fort St. George, they deem his continuance 
in that station inexpedient, and not calculated foi 
the attainment of tlic objects above stated, which 
the Court are decidedly of opinion may be more 
** effectually promoted by a reform of that Govern- 
ment. 

That as it is always most desirable that his Ma- 
Jesty’s Ministers and the Court of Directors, should 
act with the greaiest confidence and unanimity, and 
** most particularly on a business so delicate and iin- 
por^nl jas tlie present; Resolved, tlierefore, 
“ That the Chairman and Deputy Chairman be desir- 
ed to wait upon Lord Melville, President of the 
Jioard of Commissioners for tlie Affairs of India, 
with a Copy of these Resolutions, and, in concert 
** with his Lordship, to form a new Government for 
Madras with as little delay as circumstances will 
permit,” for the following reasons 
. ]pi.jBCAUSB,~The moderate tone of thi Motion, and 
the avoidance of , all mention of the causes which have 
led to the present alienated state of the public inind at 
.Madras, had for tlicir object the secifring a ibeasiire 
iH, great public importance, with as little personality 
as possible ; and while it gave to HU Majesty's Mipis- 
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ters their due Weighty it at the same time evinced a 
Viiah to give credit to Sir George Bartow atid the Go- 
vernment of Fort Str George, for the fortitude and 
zeal displayed by themjh the suppression of the re- 
bctlioi), wittfout pressing into prominent notice upon 
the records tlie scries of political errors and arbitrary 
conduct, both in ihe Civil and Military Departments, 
which produced general dissatisfaction throughout the 
Settlement; and by a deplorable chain of causes and 
effects,, led so large a number of brave men to forget 
their first duties, and tarnish the high reputation they 
had earned in the field by revolt against legitimate 
authority. 

Because, — The Motion, if adopted, wonki have 
given ample time to llis Majesty's Government, in 
concert witji the Chairman and Deputy Chairman, to 
whom sucli power was proposed to be delegated, to 
combine upon a solid basis, and with dne deliberation, 
such u firm, able, and popular Government, for tlie 
Settlement of Madras, as Lord Minto himself (on all 
occasions the strong panegyrist of Sir tL Barlow) de- 
clares to be absolutely necessary for the restoration 
and maiatenauce of discipline and harmony, and for 
which, in his dispatch of Jth February, IS 10, para- 
graph ^27, he avknotcMges that Sir G* Harlow^ an* 
dev the chxamHtances in whkh he is placed, is teholfi/ 
unfit, 

JjECAusi 3 ,ir— The time is now arrived, wlien, free 
from the danger of the appearance of controiii from 
external circumstances, the Court, having duly inves- 
tigated the causes of the late lamentable events, and 
, having paced them to tlleir true source, may justly 
appredi^te the fortitude and zeal so boastingly attri- 
buted to Sir George 13arlow's Government; and as tltc 
only' Ipudablc iresult of those qualities in their fullest 
,exertiop, waa the suppression of revolt instigated 'by 
its owndyranny and oppressions; \vc must pronounce 
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. our de^.nitive opinion to be, that jbe, praise due tQ;th;at 
GoVernmeat is at best of a ue|[atiye nature, its\o|ily 
merit being .that^of having arrest^ QHschipf created 
hy itseff in its progress towards the destructioii pf the 
Settlement, and perhaps of British India. ^ 
Because, — The errors pf Sir .George Barlow^s 
Government, which the rejection of the motion com- 
pels us to state distinctly, aggravated as they are by 
harsh and cruel conduct to individuals, stand ,.iecOrd- 
cd bn the Military and Civil annals in numerp^s,,de- 
plorable, ^nd incontestible instances ; and, 

^ 'Treating first of the Military discojiteot^, and com- 
mencing with the case of Lieutenant Colonel Munro, 
we find as subjects of unqualified reprobation ; 

Istly. The publicity given to Lieutenant Colonel 
Munro’s Report on the Tent Contract, in disregard of 
the prophetic declaration of the Adjutant General, 
Colonel Capper, to w horn it liad been submitted, that 
those very^passages in it, winch in effect proved so 
highly objectionable to the Army, and were in fact 
the corner-stoii^ of all the subsequent mischief, were 
of a nature to excite the most lively feeling among the 
Officers ; and therefore required on the score both of 
justice and prudence, the most deliberate investiga- 
tion previously to their publication. 

' 2dly. The release of Licumiiant Cojoncl Munro, by 
order of Government, on an appeal made by him to 
that authority, from the arrest uiulcr wliicli he had 
been placed by the Commander in Chief; an appeal 
which we consider in itself ^pressiy contrary to Mi- 
litary discipline and subordination, but which was 
rendered doubly obj^ectionablc by the ciycuuistances 
Nrhder which it w^ conveyed ; one ^py 
trftiiBtfdited to Government througlyhe mc(jj^of its 
Secretary, while on the vRoder 

iaise slib’y of duty, another was tend^4 
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in for tr^nfitaission thfQugh the usual 
.and ohly pfeper cbaiitjeh ‘ . 

r refusal of Government to forward to ihe 

€C)ur^* ’ of 'Directors a ' most respeotful^ ^ luenLio^ial, 
signed by a, great number of Officers commaj^dr g 
corps; humbly subcnittfhg a request, , that the asper- 
sions which they conceived levelled at theijr charac- 
ters Iry certain expressions in Lieutehaot « Colonel 
'^MUuro’s Report on thc‘Tent Contact, miglit iiucfer- 
gostfrct investigation; and pledging themselves so^ 
lemnly to abide patiently and submit implicitly to the 
Courtis decision ; which refusal, tending as it t>;ua- 
rally did, by the contirnptuotis manner in whjcli it 
was returned to them, to exaspi^ratc the Q6icers, 
was literally acted up to by the Government, and the 
memorial was withheld from the Court ; ai|d this cul- 
pable omission, concealing from the Court the mo- 
derate view of llie case entertained by t{ie Oflicers, 
and natuially inducing a belief that the paper was of 
a highly objectionable nature, has been censured by 
the Court accordingly. ^ 

4ihly. The unjust and ill-advised suspension from 
the Service, of Major Boles, for a strict execution of 
his duly in the promulgation of the General Order ot 
the 28ih of January, 1809, issued by the Comman- 
der in Chief, GeneraF^M‘Dowall, on his departure 
from Madras, which sU9(tension, though at first con- 
sidered too severe by the Court, afterwards received 
its sanction under the qrroueous principles urged by 
the Judge Advocate Colonel Leith, and chieBy qn 
account of the address jo Major Boles, and the sub- 
scription in his favour, acts neither of his seeking nor 
within Ms controul ; but this act of the Government 
has been at length declared, after the most solemn 
cleliberatioD, in the dispatch of the 22d lof 

February, ifyi l, approved by the Board of Controul* 
not to be upheld by the legal authorities advanced 
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" in support erf it,*' liifd as auch muat be col)sii3«ffd 
uiiwarraotabk^ and tending tp thrd^ intd cofti 
ftilvibn evei-y prrndpte of Mflftary subbtdtniition. 

5thly* The suspension from ihe Service bf Lieute* 
nant Colonel Capper the Adjutant General, on bU 
manly and honourable deOial^atioOi that Major Boles 
had acted in obedience to his comaianjds in' issuing 
the Gelieral Order above alluded to, aggravated hy 
the refusal on the part of Government to see Colonel 
Capper, and listen to the explanations he ivas'pre- 
pared to ofer in jiistificntion of his conduct ; which 
explanations, if attended to^ might have led to the 
immediate restoration of boyi those officers to the 
Service, and have prevented the extraordinary irri- 
tation produced by their unjust suspension* 

6thly. The harsh and altogether unnecessary re- 
strnint imposed upon Majo/ Boles, subsequently to 
bis suspension, and which has been disapproved by 
the Court, in their dispatch of the of February, 
whereby he was prevented from returning to Europe 
on board the Lady Lushington, after he had engaged 
for his passage by that ship; a restraint which not 
only evinced a wanton abuse ^of power, but gave 
time for, and led to the address of the Officers to 
Major Boles, and the subscription in his favour, 
which indiscreet and reprehensible measures of the 
Officers were afterwards urged by the Government as 
proofs of disaffection and insubordination against 
them, and against Major IJples himself; while, in 
truth, the cruel persecution of that Officer was 
jhc real cause both of the address and subscriptions, 
ifsit'excficd d sense of commisseration for his suffer- 
leadipg tp the udtui^al results of comments on 
the nicasurfef *apd offers of friendly, relief. 

7 ihly^‘^'he Gen^ersil Orders issued by Government, 
ijuder date'Of rtife Istof May, 1809, removing: from 
and irtaf dp^imments, duel suspend- 
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ing the the several 083iceig therein 

iiamechftipQn vague and undefined preferred 

on £jr/)<i:rl<i?i;eyk)enc€^> aiidT against which the panics* 
thus , publicly denounced as aiming to- subvert the 
Government, had no opportunity aiiowed. them tp 
defend, thi^nsei ves ; which measure . may be . truly 
deemed the parent of the revolt which ensued* a# 
the Officers felt \bemselves. declared thereby ‘to be 
oomplerely ati the mercy of a vindictive Govern’^ 
inent> apparently determined to subject them to its 
arbitrary with without hope of redress from a Court 
Martial^ the only legitimate resort for the Military 
character suffering under unmerited imputation. 

Further, we dissent from the Resolution of the 2Sd 
instant : 

Because,— I n its Civil conduct the Government 
of Madras has been guilty of equal errors, and still 
more palpable injustice, without the shadow of ex* 
cuse; which is advanced in extenuation of itsMili* 
tary aggravations, namely, the danger and crisis of 
the moment, whereby the affection and respect of 
the Settlement have been irretrievably alienated, and 
sentiments directly opposite have taken place of those 
feelings. And the |bHowing instances selected from 
the mass, will incontestibly prove the want of pru- 
dence, foresight, temper and humanity, in the con*^ 
duct of this mistaken Government. 

Istly. In the case of Mr. Sherson (on whose in'»' 
nocence or guilt we dp not h<nzard an opinion, as 
it is now at issue in equity before the Supreme Court 
at Madras) the de,cidedly hostile part taken by the 
Government, on* a hasty view of the question, engainst 
an old^ and. till the present charge, an unimpeach- 
able Servant* by suspendirtg him the Service during 
the investigation of tbe charges preferred against him 
is kdoWn to have produced tbe first symptoms of agi« 
mion in the Civil part of tbe Settlement, on account 
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of ihe mamfest partiality it displayed } w^bile in India, 
it is pectilidirfy i|>e boudid^ti duty of the Go.verninenis 
to atetain froth atiy sboW of hoslfllty towards persona 
accused, on account of the vrell known weight and 
effect on tbe^iiinds of the Native witnesses of , any 
such demonstration on the part of the Supreline Gci- 
vernment, , * * ['* . 

5d!y, The removal of Mr. Cecil Smith from his 
office of Civil Auditor, on the charge of a flagrant 
violation of his duty, though no specific, offence has 
been brought forward against him beyond an indis* 
creet warmth of temper, and his only crime appears 
to have been the delivery, by order of Government, 
of on audit of Mr. Sherson^s accounts of a more fa- 
vourable nature than was expected, which removal 
on such a charge, was coupled with the extraordi- 
nary appointment of this gentleman, wholly igno- 
rant as he is of the Native languages, to be third 
Judge in the Provincial Circuit Court of the Northern 
Division, establishing by injerenca that in the opinion 
of the Government ** a flagrant violation of duty/^ 
and the positive disqualifications above alluded to, 
are no bar to a seat on the bench of a judicial tri- 
bunal. 

Sdly. The interference of . the Government, one 
member* of which is known to have been the pro- 
prietor of a forged bond to a very large amount, in 
proseeutioDs instituted against individuals suspected 
of being, and since unequivocally proved to have 
been, the fabricators of forged bonds, purported to 
have been granted by the late Nabob of the Carnatic, 
and especially by the ,apppintinent of tb^ Company's 
Xaw Officers, both of whom were, proved, and have 
since acknowledged themselves to have been interest- 
ed in the ^tty bond ^ the validity of which was the 
of trial/ to defeVrd the dause of Reddy Row, 

* Mr. Cssamajor, one of the Council. 
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Ananda Row, and, Mr, accused and since 

convicted of the criipcs of forgpiy aufj perjury. 

4thly. The dispatch of Mr. a Company’s 

Servant to Masargoody and Chniumbruni, the former 
of which places alone wins visited by him, for the pur 
pose of collecting evidence in favour .of iVIr’.,Batley, 
charged with, and since convicted cf the crime of 
perjury, the result of \vbich was the production pf 
some miserable wretches, secure in the protectip^n.of 
Government, whose testimony was totally disregard- 
ed by tbe Court. The interference of Government 
thus to procure evidence for this criminal being up- 
held at the Company’s expence to the amount of 
1,400 pagodas.* 

6thly. The removal of Mr. Maitland from his si- 
tuation of Civil Magistrate, for having committed 
Reddy Row and Anunda Row on a charge of for- 
gery, sworn to by two witnesses} a committal strict- 
ly consonant with his duty, but which (favoured as 
Reddy Row was by the Carnatic Commissioners and 
the Advocate General) was considered /actmwj, and 
deserving such a mark of the displeasure of Govern- 
ment} which removal produced an extraordinary sen- 
sation in the Settlement, as demonstrating to what 
blameable lengths the Government of Sir George 
Barlow was prepared to proceed, against all persons 
who presumed to exercise even their most sacred du- 
ties in opposition to the partial views of the Govern-, 
ment. 

7thly. The removal from the Presidency of several 
respectable persons, who bad served as Jurymen on 

• TtiiS 'sona was afterwards ordered by Sir GeorTe Barlodl.to be 
defrrW^ Vorof 'the fund, destined by act of Pariiament fonhe'pay- 
Meot of the Crediti^M. So that the Prosecutors, who indicted (hose 
persons fur doiitiaiiting frauds on that-fund, were actually obliged 
to pay foptjie Kry defence of the wretches who bgd defraudett.Rj. 
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the trials, withptrt.aiiy alleged cause, wa^aar 

turail; interpreted , to {>avj^ been pqdasioDed by the 
decision , gf those !e^a||i>.E^l;hQri(tQs ;ia favour, of .t^.e 
JegitJipate creditors of the, N^bob^^^wlio’ bad.^tose^ 
ented the forgers of the bonds lO; conviction. . 

8tb]y. The reinovt;! from Jiis ‘offices, of. Mr.,>Ro.e^ 
buck^ an old servant of knowa and tried zeal agd 
ability^ especially, displayed in the management of 
the Mint, for .V^hicb he had. received the thanks of 
tbe8upreme Governmentj without any alleged ^anse, 
and the banishment of that Gentleman to Vizagapa*- 
tam, in spite of his endeavours to appease the anger 
of Government (which he supposed levelled at him 
for being one of the, Prosecuiors of the trial of 
Reddy Rpw) by n declaration that he had withdrawn 
himself wholly from those proceedings ; in vain did 
he urge his age and services; his sentence is pro- 
nounced ; he removes to Vfeagapatam, apd in that 
unhealthy climate he dies within a few weeks of a 
broken heart!! The injustice and cruelty of perse- 
cuting to such an c.xtreinity, a gentleman of high 
character, for an endeavour to defend bis property 
against a horde of perjured swindlers are tpo glaring, 
and we shall ever consider the sacrifice of this gen^ 
an indelible stain on Sir George BarlowU 
Ccovernnktnt^ 

Sthly., The withholding from the Court the con** 
sattaMoi93 upon these important trials, whereby their 
'true m€irits were concealed, wlitle the opinions of the 
Chief .Justice and Advocate General were studiously 
b^^ught forward ; in consequence of which, and of 
die^unuaual refusal o,rGoYernm.e,D't .tp wdrer,the;tri^ 
to bfe^fipted, nptonly was theCi^urt keptin fhe dark, 
but the King’s Government was induced to advise 
His^ Majesty, on, the representation of tIje'Chief Jus- 
tice thou§:h, in pfipbsUioh to tjhc sentence* of three 
^S^ectable Jariels, 'two o!t which were special, and 
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composed of GenrkiheH ^bo filled the first situatioQS 
inr^be Seulei»cat> to grant a pardon to those con* 
cl'iraihnia ; wbioh detert^inatmfl must now be 
matter of deep regret^ as subset|den€ events^ and 
the suicide of Reddj Romr^ on the' discovery of bis 
numeroiris crimes and forgeries by the Coinmisston^rs^ 
have proved to demofistration^ that' the sentanoe of 
Guilty** pronounced upon them was’a just sen** 
tence, and deserving of high approbation^ being*a 
manful stand of legal and highly gifted Juries 
gainst the single opinion of a Judge^ whose notions, 
to say the least of them, savoured in ihts^ trials tod 
strongly of prt^udke and pr€pos%ession.^ 

We dissent, moreover, from the Resolution nega* 
tiving fhe motion of the £3d instant, because, in two 
recent instances. Sir George Barlovr has shown him* 
self highly deserving of severe censure front the 
Court, namely : ’ 

Istly. In dismissing Mr. Petrie from the Council, 
on the receipt of a letter from the Secretary, Mr. 
Ramsay, acquainting him that such had been the 
Resolution of tjhe Court, while it was his doty as a 
man, a gentleman, and a governor entrusted with 
such high interests, to wait till the arrival of the dis- 
patch which should actually order such a change in 
the Council, and not to indulge liis petty spleen and 
malevolent passions at the expence* of decency, and 
in violation of the law^ and we consider this removal, 
in anticipation of ct6ar and distinct orders from the 
Court, to have b^cn tcanionly and grossly illegal, 

2dly. The delay, not to say refusal, of Sir GeCrgc 
Burlow to appoint Colonel Jiguow to the situation of 
Adjdtant General, lo which he had been irecommend- 

♦ The name of tliis. man (xyght to recorcted. Jlis name b 
Strange, and a Telative of Lord Melville, late President of the Duurd 
of C'ontrol, The secret Jjlllury of thi$ business wUl ''lu‘rily be pub 
H*ed. : 



cd by the Cxj^urt in terws too explicit to.be misuttder- . 
stopc}> <ind the cpntinuani^ iOf junior .Officera in thiat 
and other high aitnatioi|S on ij^e Sta0^y in opposition 
to the declared opinion of General Hewrt, who had 
been called to Madras by Lord MintOj, for the pur- 
pose of making salutary regulations for the hianage- 
ment of the Army, and who tiad declared it abso- 
lutely necessary to appoint to situations of such high 
trust. Officers of distinguished reputation and expe- 
rienetj and of a rank not below that of a Field Of- 
ficer. 

On the whole review of those multiplied errors, 
blended with haish and oppressive conduct, we feel 
it our duty to put upon the record our solemn and de- 
liberate dissent from the Resolution of the 23d in- 
stant, which, by negativing the Motion for the re- 
moval of Sir George Barlow, and a reform in the 
Government of Madras, virtually declares that Go- 
vcj:nment \vortby the confidence of the Court, while 
it is our firm opinion, that the alienations of the af- 
fections of so large a proportion of the Company's 
Servants, Civil and Military at that Settlement, the 
lamentable fate to which India was exposed by the 
late rebellion, and the serious evils which it is possi- 
ble may yet ensue from the adoption of the extreme 
measure of separating the Sepoys from their Europe- 
an Officers, a measure which, if justifiable at all, a 
crisis of the most imminent peril alone could justify, 
apd' which was justified by no such erms, as the early 
approach of Lord Minto was hailed by all, except 
Sir George Barlow and his Council, as the harbinger 
of returning order and pence; are calamities which 
we should , not have bad either to deplore or appre- 
hend, if. the adininisiraiion of the Madras Govern- 
ment had been conducted on the principles of just- 
iccj moderation, humanity, or 4rue 'wisdom. 



The notorious unpopularity* of Sir Geotge Barlow 
tl%roughryut'i^ settfetn^nt is moreover considered by 
its, if jt;stood alohe^’as a sufficrent'cause forlhis re- 
moval^ as vve-fuJly agree with LblPH Minfo in bis ob* 
servatioos irt the letter above alluded to, paragraph 
ass, Rctijl grievances,^ it wiH be felt u m vert 
should in all ctCses^ and in all circumstances, be 
redressed ; but after revolt has been subdued, and' 
when the moiivt; of healing tnoasiires cannot be 
misinterpreted, it will not deserve the charge of 
wTakness, but appears to me rather a point of true 
** magnanimity, that a Government should study e- 
ven the passions, the temper, the prejudices, and 
'' the errors of those who are subject to their rule,” 
And the petty details of the fruitless endeavours used 
to induce the OflScers of one of His Majesty’s regi- 
ments to dine at the Government House, and of the 
inarch of a regiment of Sepoys 500 miles from the 
Settlement, on account of the aversion displayed by 
the Officers in a refusal to partake of Sir George Bar- 
low’s hospitalities, would, perhaps, be unworthy of 
notice under any other view, but that of affording 
strong additional proof, that genuine harmony ' and 
good-will can never be expected to resume their 
sway under a Government which has provoked such 
bitter dissentions, and which, though it has succeed- 
ed in obtaining a ’temporary triumph, must, from the 
nature and causes of the contest in which it has been 
engaged, despair of ever gaining the least ascendancy 
over the affections of the community. 

We have the honour to be. 
Gentlemen, 

Your obedient Servants, 
(Signed) Wm. Full. EtiniiNsroNE, 
East IihVu'i Hou«e, Jas; PattisoN, 

Cth August, 1911. J. 1 >AN 1 ELL. 

* An unpopularity' not confined to the European^ but diiTusei 
amongst every ctasp of on** native subjects in India. 
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To the Hottoor^blfi the COURT of DIRECTORS of 
- tfee BAST INDtA COJ^PAlftY. 

Gentlemen, * 

I beg to dissent from the decision of the' Court of 
the 2.^d instant, negativing the Mbtion,~ 

That un a review of the Proceedings of this 
Court on the information received from India, re- 
lative to the late unnatural rebellion at the Presi- 
dency of Port St. George, the Court contemplate 
** with sktisfaciion the permanency which the mea- 
" aures adopted by the Court are calculated to give 
** to4he state of order and trnnquillit}’ into which the 
Settlement had been brought, and was left at the 
period of Lord Minto’s return to Bengal : 

That any further inquiry into the causes which 
led to the disturbances alluded to, is now become 
" unnecessary, and could only tend to a revival of 
those animosities and erroneous principles, which 
" It is the earnest desire of this Court may he totally 
supprssed, in order that their baneful effects in 
" pfoducing those evils, which of late there has been 
io much cause to censure and deplore, may be 
" committed to eternal oblivion : 

" That although the Court approve the zeal and 
" integrity of Sir George Barlow, the present Go- 
vernor of Fort St. George, they deem his continu- 
" ance in that station inexpedient, and not calcu- 
lated for the attainment of the objects above 
stated, which the Court are decidedly of opinion 
may be more effectually promoted by a reform^of 
" "that'Qbvcrnment ; 

** Hiat as it alwajs is most desirable that His Ma- 
jesty'S’JMfinistefs an,d the Court of Directors should 
act with jitbe greatest confidence and unanimity, 
and most piirticularly on, a business so deliqate and 
important as the present : 



Resolved, therefore, That the Chairman and De«- 
puty Chairman be 46sired to wait oppti Lord MeU 
** ville, President of the Board of Commissioners for 
the Affairs of India, with a Copy of these Reso- 
lutions, «nnd, in concert with, bis Lordship, to form 
a new Government for Madrass, with as little de- 
Jay as circumstances will permit;”— 

FOR the Reasons, here recorded j— 

1st. Because,— Though I lament in common with 
every individual of the Court, the crimitial excesses 
of a large proportion of the Officers belonging to 
the Madras Army, and though 1 am most willing to 
bear testimony to the great zeal and fortitude dis- 
played by Sir George Barlow in quelling the mutiny, 
and to the incorruptible integrity manifested in the ge- 
neral discharge of his official duties, [ consider the dis- 
affection which prevailed in 1809^ at Fort St. George, 
and throughout its dependencies, as chargeable in 
no small degree to the following important errors in 
the conduct of the local Governraenl; errors which, 
though not dwelt on in the Motion, for reasons suf- 
ficiently obvious, are of too grave a nature to be 
overlooked in a dissent from the decison on that Mo- 
tion. 

1, The release of Lieutenant Colonel Munro, by 
order of Government, on an appeal made by that 
Officer to the Civil authority, contrary to military 
discipline and subordination, from an arrest under 
which he bad been placed by the Commander in 
Chief. * 

The refusal of the Madras Government to for- 
ward to the Court of Director^, a Memorial sub- 
sciibed by a number of OfHcers commanding corps, 
epntaining a statement of complaints and alleged 
grievances, with which it was highly important that 
the Court should have been early acquainted ; a re- 
fusal which, when coupled with the careless neglecti 



or wilfidl/aiid culpable omission of the same Govcrn- 
to furnkh the Court by the first bj^portunity* 
"With re^juisite information, and the .^iiidUpensible 
means of judging of the wisdom' or indtscrelions 
with which its delegated authority was exercised, at 
a crisis when the interests not only of the East India 
Company but of the British Empire were at stake, 
tended both to aggravate discontents abroad, and to 
produce indecision at home. 

3* The suspension from the service of Colonel Cup- 
per.and Major Boles, for a strict execution of what 
they deemed, or might fairly conceive to be, their 
duty, in promulgating the General Order, 28th Ja- 
nuary, 1809, issued by the Commander in Chief, the 
late General Macdowal, on his departure from Ma- 
dras, a measure of the Madras Government, which 
has been decided upon, ^and co||dcmned by the 
Court. 

4. The further aggravating harshness practised to- 
wards Major Boles,*^ in the refusal to permit him to 
depart from Madras, on the Sir Stephen Lushington, 
after he had formed an arrangement for coming home 
in that ship, which arbitrary and unnecessary restraint 
led to a very improper subscription among his fellow 
Officer^ in Major Boles's behalf, and by occasioning 
new acts of severity against the subscribers, eventu- 
ally gave rise to a re-aciiou of fresh discontent a- 
gainst the Government. — 

lldly. '.Because, — The discontents which were pre- 
. valent durftig ih^ course of lB09i in the Civil part of 
the.cpmmuuiiy at Madras^ as well as the -Army (their 
simtjlt^neous existence oflPering in itself 'a strong 

* It would bo toASsiga a motive for the wanton and petty 

peir^ecutiooa practised by Sir G, Barlow on his victiius, without trac- 
' ii>g them to a sort of. luxury he felt in acts of severity ; a pure and 
iiq||jxed love of tormenting his fellow-creatures. A full detail of 
« things is now in the press. 
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ground of presumption thnt the disaffection of the 
Military Officers did not proceed from any circum- 
stances peculiar to that profession) may be traced to 
the following among other repreiiensible acts of the 
Government, 

I. The interference of Government, contrary to 
justice, prudence, and the obligations of duty, in 
prosecutions instituted against individuals suspected 
as the fabricators of certain bonds, purporting 10 
have been granted by the late Nabob of the Carna- 
tic, espscially in appointing the Company’s Law Of- 
ficers, themselves interested in the suspected bonds, 
to defend Reddy and Anunda Row, accused and 
since convicted of forgery; in assigning the same 
Law Officers as Counsel to Mr. Buttley, who, not- 
withstanding all the assistance and support he re- 
ceived from Governmei\t on his trial, was convicted 
of perjury; and in dispatching Mr. Saunders, a 
Company’s servant, to Manargoody, to collect evi- 
dence at considerable expense to the Company, in 
favour of Mr. Bailey ; a measure wliich, when it is 
recollected that the witnesses giving this evidence 
were not believed upon their oaihs, amounted to a 
subornation of perjury. 

2. The persecutions which, in various instances, 
were exercised against those who took a part in the 
legal proceedings tending to bring these criminals 
to justice, and to punishment; and, specifically, in 
the removal of Mr. Maitland* from his situation of 
Civil Magistrate, on account of what was ^trangi^ 
termed hi% factious procccdwgs/^ in having com- 
mitted Reddy and Anunda Row on a charge of for- 

* Mr. IMaitlaiui ivas specifically removed from his office of JVIagis^ 
traie by Sir Geoi-ge liiulow, for having, in the course of his duty 
as a Justice of the Peace, committed tlie two persons who were 
bUi/;*efjueatly convicted. ' 

D 



sworn to by two witnesses; ia the removal 
from the Presidency, pf respcc^ble. persons, ^^ho had 
iserred as Jurymen, without any^sufftpicat :ca«$e ; and 
above all, in the removal of Mr. Roebuck, an old 
servant of the Company, from his office of Mint 
Master, and the banishment of that gentleman, to 
Vizagapatam, where he diet! soon after, without any 
reason being assigned for this extraordinary act of 
harshness and oppression, and without any other 
supposable ground for it, than that, with a view lo 
the protection of bis own property, as one of the 
legal creditors of the late Nabob of the Carnatic, Mr. 
Roebuck had instigated, or supported from his own 
funds, these prosecutions against the fabricators of 
the forged bonds. 

nidly. Because,-^ T he vigour for which Sir 
George Barlow's Administration is admitted, in some 
instances, to hhve been most creditably distinguish- 
ed, has in oibers been wonderfully misapplied; and 
on no occasion more than when ignobly employed 
in breaking up a seminary, and in dispersing the 
scholars belonging to it throughout India, because 
tliey had declined accepting an invitation from Lady 
Barlow to a ball or assembly ; a mind so constituted 
as to busy itself about such oftences seeojia.io me in*- 
competent to govern a great empire, and incapable 
of maintaining an ascendancy in the adairs of men. 

IVthly. Becausr, — I am of opinion, that in some 
recent instances Sir George Barlow has acted in, a 
manner disrespectful towards the Court. The Court's 
recommendation to appoint Colonel Aguew to the 
office* of Atflulant General has not been complied 
will), nor has the Madr’as Government vouchsafed to 
offer any explanation for declining to appoint him, 
although thci receipt of the letter containing the re* 
commendations has been duly acknowledged; and 
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llie dispiigsion of Mr. Petrie* from Couocil, on receipc 
of a paragraph which stated’ tha t the Court Had passed 
a resolution to that efiectj and which paragraph was 
transmitted by the %creti|ry t^r/Ilainsay, with au 
explanation that it would make part of ^ futqre dis- 
patch, to say the least of it, was highly precipitate 
and indecorous, if not illegal ; delicacy towards Mr. 
l^elrie, as well as respect towards the Court, ought 
have induced the Government to wait their regular 
instructions, before they carried into eTTect a'nie^*- 
sUre of this personal nature. 

Vthly, BECAu$E,-^According to any views of po- 
licy, although the supreme governing power of a 
State ought neitlier to be swayed by popular clamour, 
nor yield to unlawful combinations among any par- 
ticular class of its subjects, public opinion ought al- 
ways to be consulted in the choice of those to whom 
authority is delegated; and f entirely concur in the 
following analogous sentiment expresst^d in the 235 
parag. of a dispatch ft om Loid Minto, daled 5th of 
Pebruary 1810.— Keal grievances, it will be fell 
universally, should in all castes ^nd in all circum* 
stances be redressed, and when the motive of hcal- 
" ing measures cannot be inisinierpreted, it will not 
deserve the charge of weakness, but appears to me 
rather a point of true tnagnanimity, that u Govern- 
nieiU should study (ven the pamomt the temper, 
the prejudices, and the errors of those zeko are sub* 
ject to their ruieJ" 

• Vlthly. Because, — I t is notorious, that though 

♦ Such was. Barlow’s indecent predpiutiuu to exhibit his triumph 
o^’tr Mr. Pe,trie, (a triumph tor which In? wi’s iruh hted to a majori- 
ty of one, or according to some statcuieiitj, to the* incre drawing ot 
lots in the Court of Pirretors) that he took adl.iaN'igo of this letter, 
which contained no formal, or official disanisSHik bur a int»rc ifuimu* 
tion of’ die passing of a resolution ni that tiflct, whirli might hnvc 
bc^n rescinded, to , dismiss that Oentleinarx fio.ii the Council wiif; 
ery niiurk of contumely and di*^gixiC€. 
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tranquin.ity has be^fn re-established in the Madras 
SetOement, confidence has not been restored between 
the Governors and the governed ; and equally noto- 
rious, that the present Government is so exceedingly 
nnpopularj^ that measures even of a conciliatory and 
healing nature will in its hands be deprived of all 
their grace, and lose the whole of their intended 
effect. 

Vllthly. Because, — Although I am of opinion 
that Sir George Barlow has justly forfeited the cou^ 
fidence of his employers, I am still more decidedly 
convinced that, had bU conduct been invariably such 
as to entitle his administration to the unqualified and 
unreserved approbation of the Court, he ought, con- 
sidering the rooted bias in the public mind at Madras, 
both against his person and government, to be re- 
called on grounds of cxpedic.ucy ; particularly as the 
measure of recall could not, after a lapse of two years 
from the suppression of the mutiny, be fairly imputed 
on our part to any dereliction of principle, or aban- 
donment of our just rights. 

Lastly, Because, — Upon all grounds sustaining 
these reasons of dissent, I consider a change in the 
Government of Fort St. George as essential both to 
the prosperity aud security of the British possessions 
in thiu part of India. 

I have the honour to be. 

Gentlemen, 

Your very obedient Servant, 
(Signed) Rob. Tiiobnton. 

India Hfjiise, 

0 th August, 1811. 






To 
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India House, Aug. 5^ 181 U : 
♦To the Honourable the COURT of DIHECTORS. 

Gentlemen, 

I dissent from the resolution of the Court of the 
ultimo ; by which was negatived the }>roposition 
then brought forward, declaring the expecjicncy of 
a change in the Madras Government; 

Because,— After having survived one of the great-* 
est convulsions that ever endangered a State, by the 
suppression of the late unhappy revolt in ilio Madras 
army, I concur in the opinion of the Governor Ge- 
neral, that the next care is to prevent the return of 

the evil,” and I know not how^ that care can be 
evinced, or its object secured, but by measures of 
healing policy, calculated to extinguish the animo- 
sities ill wliich the evil originated, and to restore that 
harmony, union, and confidence, between all the 
branches of the public Service, which have so long 
been banished from the Coast of Coromandel. 

Bf.cause, — A ctuated solely by these views, and by 
a 9 ense of the danger inseparable from such a state 
of things, 1 consider the committing the reins of the 
Madras Government to liaiuls disconnected with the 
late convulsion, as a measure dielaied by public ex- 
pediency, and having reference only to its effects^ in 
the almost universal feeling and temper, which there 
is too much reason to believe pervade the public 
mind towards tlie existing a<lmini>iratio/i. 

Bkcause, — In the propositions vvhicli have been 
rejected by the Court, no allusion is madej to the 
measures which led to the revolt, nor any censure 
either expressed or implied on the conduct of Sir 

* The reader’s attention is particularly dirvciv?ii ro r)»is and the 
following protest of Mr. lianiiermau. Tlie latter is a liunint)iis and 
powerful production, and almost '.ulliciftnt to ledccm the Dirertors 
fjorn the general contempt and hatred in v\hiclj, ai. a body, tluyare 
hehl, by thosf: who do not know iheir charjt u-rs a*? individual#. 
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George Barlow, to whose general merit, long services, 
and %kte firmness which he displayed in that arduous 
erisi«^, I am ready to do every justice/ As a general 
proposition it may be admitted; that the best evidence 
0f a wise and just Government will be found' in the 
respect and confidence ivith which it is surrounded ; 
but the$€ do not invariably follow the most upright 
intentions: and I am aware, that every allowance 
should be made for the difficult situation in which 
Sir G. Barlow was placed ; nor do I mean to detract 
fi-om the merit here ascribed to him, but merely to 
assign the considerations which influence my judg- 
ment on this momentous subject, when I state that 
tf Sir O. Barlow has borne his triumph with modcra* 
tion, and endeavoured to heal the wounds he had in- 
flicted, and to conciliate his fallen adversaries, there 
is but too much reason to believe that he has not suc- 
ceeded. The territory, which has been justly de- 
scribed as the key of our Indian empire, is represent- 
ed as still a prey to intestine divisions; the Govern- 
ment obnoxious alike to the Civil and Military 
servants; the Army, once the pride of our Service, 
and the cradle of its most illustrious Officers, con- 
scious of its past reputation, ascribing its recent 
crime and consequent abasement to the intolerable 
severity and oppressive acts of Sir G. Barlow ; the 
latter charging them to the mutinotis spirit of the 
Officers; each criminating the other; and oar inve* 
tcratc Foreign Enemy and the Native States contem- 
plating the unnatural strife, with the hope, that, by 
shaking the foundations of our power, it may enable 
them finally to effect its subversion. Such is the 
gloomy picture^ which Madras at this moment pre-' 

* Ntithipg more is warning; f > heighten this gloomy picture, but to 
state, that social life is lench-red unquiet and insecure hy spies nnd. 
intbrmers. A ciaik and sullen cloud hangs over the whole SetH^. 
meat, far remote from trarnitillitv, and more dangcrouS' ttmn artua! 
insurrection ; the stillness of despair. 
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; mdj uhdcr such circumstances^ there ton be 
nq hope that the Army can e^er be reconciled to him 
whom jt eon)siclers to b'e the onihbr of its humiliation, 
or .that they can be brought to view each other agaifi 
with cordiality or respect. In tfre breast of eaefc thu 
sense of injury must be too deep to be eradicated. 
The victor cannot cease to remeimber the perilous ex- 
tremity to which he was compelled to resort: and the 
vanquished party will pine under a sceptre which it 
contemplates only as the weapon of triumphant ty-« 
ranny. 

Because,— Therefore, it is in vain to expect, 
while the authority continues vested in Sir G. Barlow, 
that the Madras Army can lift its head again to that 
cheerful discharge of its duty, on which equally de- 
pend the recovery of its former reputation, and the 
security of the interests it is destined to protect ; for 
I need not point out how wide is the distinction be- 
tween a forced obedience mixed with discontent and 
hatred, and that obedience in which the he«arl par-’ 
ticipates, and which is given not less from inclina- 
tion than from principle. The Court of Directors, and 
especially <,hose Members of it who have served iti' 
India, will easily call to their recollection, periods 
when the utmost efforts that could have resulted from 
a merely constrained sense of duty would have been 
unavailing, when the united efforts of every heart 
and hand, and above all in the army, the most ar- 
dent and licroic spirit of enlcrprize, with a cheerful 
submission to hardships and privations of every sort, 
were necessary to enable us to meet the diHiculiies 
wbicjh assailed the Company on every side. JNo one 
can say that we shall not again have similar exigen- 
cies to encounter, or that similar exertions will not 
again be required. 

Because,-— Therefore, it seemed to my judgment, 
that every motive of just policy and every consniera- 
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ti<)0 clcflfirfccteiJ with the important interests entrusted 
to 'atir care, called upon the Court of directors to ex» 
tinguish liiose embers of discontent which are still 
'glowing, and to terminate the animosities 'which still 
prevail in every part of the Madras Ustablishmentj 
and which never can cease while their exciting 
Causes remain; and 1 concurred in recommending a 
change in the Government, by the recall of Sir G. 
Barlow*, as tlie only measure that promised to be ef- 
fectual for these important purposes; other healing 
measnros may also be advisable, but this only will 
apply to the root of the existing evils. 1 am aware 
that it may possibly be objected to this measure, that 
It would uftord a triumph to the Army, but I can see 
in tlie objccliou no real validity. It might, indeed, 
be sufficient to urge in answer to it, that the question 
to be -decided is, not whether the Army or the Go- 
vernment shall triumph, but whether dangers which 
threaten our safety in India shall be removed; but 
we have, in truth, perhaps, too abundantly guarded 
against the Army’s ascribing any change in the Go- 
vcriiineni to a diminished sense of tlicir miseonduct, 
llie Court’s dispatch of the Ist May, 18 JO, (which 
was published to the Army in General Orders) is an 
effectual security against -any apprehension of that 
tind. In that dispatch, no terms of eulogy are left 
unap[dicd to the conduct of Sir G. Barlow in ilic 
suppression of the revolt; and the rejected proposi- 
tion expresses no censure of the measures which led 
to it. in realit}", whatever may have been tlic merit 
or demerit of those measures, whether they were, as I 
have no doubt Sir G. Barlow believed them to be, 
necessary for the due vindication and support of the 
kutlloruy of Government, or were, as considered by 
the t)ffi'cers, unnecessary and oppressive outrages on 
fcvkry recogniivd priuciple of justice, and on those 
feelings which constitute the best pride and oroa- 
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mejjt of ihe soldier's character. The question* though 
of extreme importance to Sir G. Barlow* cannot* 
whatever may be the decision upon it* afFect the 
broad principle on which I rely* namely, that where 
the Governor of a distant dependency, comprehend'-^ 
ing one of the most valuable and important limbs of 
a great Empire, has, from any cause whatever, be- 
come so unpopular as to excite tiot only a general 
odium against his Government, but open rebellim 
against his authority, he is no longer in a capacity 
to fulfil the ends of his trust, and a great public ex- 
pediency demands his recall. If he had even incur- 
red the odium only by the pursuit of right measures, 
the principle would remain the same; the lesser 
would be absorbed in the greater interest ; though in 
that case a just indemnification would be awarded, 
and the recall expressed.in terms that would prevent 
its inflicting any painful sensation. 

Such is the sincere result of the best consideration 
1 have been able to give to this momentous question, 
which I have weighed dispassionately, and with nei- 
ther the feelings nor the views of party spirit : I dis- 
claim any wish to palliate the dreadful excesses of 
the Army ; and those wlio most difler from my opini- 
ons, cannot more sincerely condemn Military combi- 
nations for any purpose or any object, however jus- 
tifiable in itself if sought by proper means: but I 
cannot forget that tliis Army, however veiled by its 
present cloud, had, (as most truly slated by the Go- 
vernor General) " to the hour of the mutiny, been 
invariably distinguished by a long and uniform 
display of every Military virtue;” that it has hi- 
therto faithfully preserved to us our invaluable pos- 
sessions, and that we still must look to it for their 
further security and defence. The safety of the Car- 
natic, (the central support of our Kmpire in the 
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on restoring it to irs forttie^r*Stflffe of 
coht^ti^, coniidenOi^ bhd dij^rciplvtio^ and removing 
the schism and estrangement tv^ich now separate it 
from the Civil Government. These desiraBle ends 
chhitot be accomplished by a Governor, whose ad- 
ministration is held in universal dislike by all de- 
s«*'riptions of pertrOns dependent oh his antborhy, and 
I Should therefore feel the deepest conviction of ihO 
impolicy of Continuing Sir George Barlow in the 
ObvernmentOf Madrh^, i^vcn if all his tneaisures had 
been wise and just ; an inference certainly not sanc- 
tioned by some of the decisions and expressed opini- 
ons of the Court, and i believe hardly contended for 
hy the most partial of his friends. But I view with 
equal apprehension the danger which hiis Continu- 
ance in the Government threiatens to the safety of the 
Company's possessions on the Coa^t, by weakenilng 
all the securities of their defence, and by the hopes 
of renewed convulsion, which it cannot fail to excite 
in the minds of our active and inveterate European 
Enemy, and of tlie Native Slates, who are watching 
for an opportunity to regain their former power and 
influence. 

On these accumulated grounds, I desire to record 
'my dissent from a Rcsokuioh, which, by continuing 
Sir G. liarlow in the Government of Madras, involves 
the continuance for an indeflnite period of evils, the 
termination of wdiich> after the suppression of the re- 
volt, was an object that, in my opinion, could not 
too ^oon have occupied the attention of the Court. 

* . . (Signed) J, 
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To the Hbnourahle the COURT of DIRECTORS of 
the EAST INDIA COMPANY. 

Gentlemen, 

I feel called upon as an act of public duly, to re-' 
cord the reasons and arguments I have made use of, 
in support of the Motion of the Honourable Wittiao^ 
Eiphinstone, on the instant, and at the same tt«no 
beg this may be considered as my solemn Protest 
against continuing, in effect, the present comniissioii 
of Government at the Presidency at Fort St. George. 

The lengthened discussions which have arisen out 
of the several branches of this question, have made 
it my duty to record my opinions on most of the 
points connected with it. 

I shall, therefore, endeavour to compress into a$ 
tEmalt a compass as is practicable, the general 
grounds on which my support has been given to the 
Motion, 

At. a very early stage of these drsenssions, I slated 
my opinion, that the first fit oppoitunity ought to be 
embraced for cstablisbing at Fort St. George, an effi- 
cient, respectable, and respected Government ; and 
iny judgment is convinced, that a fit period has now 
arrived. I was restrained at an earlier time, from 
proposing the removal of a Government notoriously 
deficient in the qualities which I have namoil, be* 
cause the unfortunate course of public events might 
have given to the precipitate adoption of that mea- 
sure, the ap|>earance of yielding to ilie clamours of 
an insurgent body, Thai insurrection has been long 
and finally suppressed, "the persons hitewhd Jot 
pioiishne/it^* have been brought to trial, :tnd the law 
has taken and completed its cqnrsc. ^ 

discontent may arise from unfounded pre- 
judice,* and may be directed against an individiiid 
who really deserves popularity. Gtncvaf disconteir«‘ 



Ims.seldotift originated in imaginary caases; and ex<i»* 
cliuively of ibe abstract merits of the queationj no; 
ivise.and benevolent Government has ever hesitated 
to remove a Governor notprioosly. unacceptable to- 
the great body of those who are subject to his autha»> 
rity. The. most strenuous advocates of Sir George* 
Barlow will scarcely deny, that be is generally iinac^ 
ceplable to tbe British subjects. Civil as well as Mill* 
tary, who are placed under his Government; and 
those who examine impartially, amt declare truly,, 
will find the exceptions so few, and.tbose few created 
by motives which operate so powerfully, however an*' 
worthily, on human conduct, that they will see little 
to qualify the more absolute proposition, that the dis** 
Content was not only general, but universal. On 
these grounds alone, [ should feel it to be my duty to 
urge the recall of Sir George Barlow ; but tliat duty 
must become imperative when it is ascertained, that 
the discontent is not only universal, but that it has 
arisen from causes more than abundantly adequate to 
tbe production of that unhappy effect. 

. Among the Civil servants as among the Military, 
one of the first sources of discontent and unpopular!* 
ty (as is stated by Sir George Barlow in his minute of 
the fiSlst August, 180 £)) against tbe Government, was 
its conduct with reference to the prosecutions in the 
Supreme Court, connected with the subject of tbe 
forged Nabob’s bonds. 

' In the investigation of the Carnatic debts, the 
dtviduals who had real claims were anxious, in de-- 
fmee of their property,, to discredit the immense 
mass in circulation which were notoriously fictitious. 
Of those vforged securities, one of the Members ^of 
Government, and both of the Company’s Law Offi- 
cers 'and Advisers, were the known proprietors. The 
Pbief forger of these bonds, (Ueddy How) was re- 
commended as the official assistant of tbe Commis- 



sioncrs were to investigate their validity '^ and'* 
one of the proprietors of* forged hoods, (Mr. Aii^ 
struther^ the Advocate General) was appointed Pre- 
sident of a CoiYMnhtee, to inquire whether his own 
bonds were forged. When the forger was convicted 
by the verdict of a Jary, a Civil servant was sent ex-- 
press to a distant province, to garble evidence for the 
purpose of discrediting the verdict; the CompanyV 
Law Officers were instructed to defend the forger/ 
and were ordered to continue their efforts in opposi* 
lion to the solemn verdicts of three Juries, two of 
them specially formed from the most respectable of 
the Civil servants. A Magistrate, (Mr. Maitland) 
who, in the ordinary course of his duty, had l>een ac- 
cessory to this triumph of justice, was dismissed 
without inquiry ; one of the agents of the real cre- 
d4tors was ordered from, the country to the ruin of 
bis private affairs; another, (although on finding hia 
exertions gave offence to Government, he meekly 
withdrew from the agency) was ignominiously deprive* 
ed of all his offices, and banished to a distant Settle*^ 
ment; and, finally, the very Jurors who had given a 
verdict conformable to the dictates of reason and 
conscience, but who, in the phraseology of parallel 
times, ** were suspected of being suspicious,” were 
driven from the Presidency for the purpose of break- 
ing up, \yhat a shameless but triumphant cabal have 
dared to stigmatise as an improper combination; 
These arc strange facts, but they are no longer dis- 
putable; the hand of Providence would almdst seem 
to have been abroad to complete the triumph of law 
over depotism ; the facts have become too notorious 
for denial, and too plain for subteriuge, and the 
Company’s Law Officers have been compelled to acU 
mil the forgeries which they defended, and ^ to ac*» 
knowledge the error into which they were in^oc^ntljf 
and m<idv€fttntiv led. 



The ,R>rger, ujaable ta stem the . force of truth, 
rushed in despair into that tribunal where the plead*? 

of ..deapou has no avuiK , 1 wii( j^at detain the 
Court by tracing the.hiMory o£ib.e »iu&ringaof each, 
and will only observe with regard to the case of |^r« 
Roebuck,, that Sir George Barlow seems desirous to 
acquit himself of the charge of th& mi/trdpr of that 
pufortunate gentleman. J do not accuse him pf that 
crime, because the iutentioo to kill i% one of its in* 
gredieuU, and 1 have no reason ip attribute tb^s in? 
teutiop to Sir George Barlow ; but whatever- piay 
have been his intention, there can be little doubt bu$ 
his acts were the cause of Mr, Roebuck's death* 

. Whatever may have been Sir George Barlow’s 
tagwledge of the state of facts, always obvious to 
the majority of the community, always considered 
disgraceful, and now no longer disputable,, it wa»^ 
under the best construction of bis opinions, his m.os|; 
^acred duty to have suppressed them; and most as* 
^uredly it never will be tolerated by a British public, 
that any Governor, under any eircum.slances, himself 
possessing no judicial authority, shall extend the arm 
pf terror to subvert the regular coMrsc of justice; 
shall, instead of abstaining with reverence from all 
interference with proceedings, which are polluted by 
the touch of power, pervert that power to the main* 
ienance of forgery and peijury ; shall vilify the so- 
lernii verdict of |3ritish Juries, punisli the Jurors, dis» 
miss Magistrates, and becoming a party in the cause 
pf iniquity, send away the unoffending assertors of 
itbeir private rights, to poverty, tp hanisbmeut, and 
tp death. J only require, that we should 90 t tolerate 
in Sir George Barlow, what the people pf Bngland 
most certaiuly would not tolerate in any man or set 
of men,, administering even the Government of thi.‘: 
country.. 



In advening to Military tranSa^riiotts, ! sftairen*. 
(d^avour to be aa brief as possible. 

' Two facts have been assuiaed With infinite ease and 
tihblushing 'confidence in the dispatches fr6m Ma^ 
di*as; viz. 1st. That designs were known 

and )provin to exist before the isl May, 1809, or the 
transactions tiottced in the order of that date ; and> 
Sd. That the Army had no grievances. The latter 
proposition is very abnndantly disproved by the fiictsi 
which they themsdves avow; and with regard to the 
former, it vriil natnraHy occur to the Public to ask; 
why is not ail clamour and cavil silenced at once by 
producing those proofs of seditious objects and inten** 
tions ; the PubMo will conclude, and Sir OcOrgd 
knom, that he had no such proof^^ Subsequently^ 
without doubt, there was abundant guilt and more 
abundant folly, but at np time any fiAccI tfosign of 
subverting the authority of the State; the fol/y and 
madness of the day was an attempt to separate the 
authority of the State from the person empowered tef 
exorcise that authority ; but Sir George Barlow well 
knort^Sy that if treasonable designs had at any tirn-e 
existed, he would not now be uttering calumnies from 
rlie scat of power; he knows that even so late as the 
^Gth July, Officers, meditating treason, would not 
have become the willing du|M's of a shallow ariilice, 
by peaceably retiring t© the plac<’s appointed for their 
resideiuje; many oftliein for want of any European 
to take charge, delivering over their commands iff 
due form to the astonished Native Officers. Wifi it 
be contended, that because from time immemorial 
some few examples of discontent, whether with ot 
withrmt cause, 'did really exist,' that said discontent 
was rtfetually expressed by one, nvo, or three Military 
pein^otis at different times, and therefore that lire 
whole Army was, and of couise always had beeti, in 
a f^tnte of sednson ? To all these nssiUJoas and urgu*^ 
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znents I will opposfeibe direct eVidebce of Sit George 
Bdrlow^ iind Lord Minto; the former^ in Ms General 
^rdef of the" 1st of May, 1S09, refers fhe urijnsti- 
ildble proceedings of the Army to a daHJ pdstertor lo 
th^ departure of General MtedotrftH ; and Lord 
Minto^ iti his General Order of the SlOth of July, 
1809, says, have hitherto been the theme of ju^t 
and unquaH4ed applause and in Ms General 
Order of the £5th of September, 1809, says, which 
a long and anifottO display of every military ViVtue 
had, till this Ctilamitous season, so welt justtfied.” 
Representations, whether justifiable or otherwise, 
were however meditated and known to Sir O. Barlow 
for some time previous to the departure of General 
Macdowall ; but with the exception of what relates 
to the complaint against Colonel Munro, there was 
Hot orfe subject of grievance less earnestly pressed by 
His Majesty's Officers than those of the Coitipany ; 
but ahhougli the signatures of the former were by 
due management withdrawn, the feeling remained; 
and at e comparatively late period, it became the 
subject of formal apology to withdraw' the signatures 
of a regiment which had subscribed for the support 
of Major Boles. Highly as f respect and honour 
those. Officers individually and collectively, I will 
not suppress the remark, that their feeling for Major 
Boles wfi3 pure compassion and no more that there 
was strictly speaking no sympathy, no sense of com- 
mon sufTering, no common dread of the oppression 
whieb Major Boles had suffered; because Sir G. Barlow 
Vis destitute oFtlie power to suspend, or in any maniiec 
to punish any one of that body without a legat 
he did suspend General Macdowall from the office 
of Gounnander in Chief of the Cotnpany’s forces; be 
could not suspend an Ensign from ids right to carry 
His M/»jesty*s colours* Whatever were the treasons 
and seditions of the Company’s Officers, before the 
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Iftt of 1809» they wer^ shared by His Majcsty^s 
Officers^ who have certainly merited all the praise 
which they have subsequently received. Among 
these treasons was an intended memorial praying for 
equal allowances with their brother Officers in Ben-* 
gal ; a prayer whicbj with sorrow and sbame^ I have 
seen pronounced iocompalible with reason and jus* 
tice. Among those exclusively attributed to ^the 
Company’s Army, was an insane production, pnr* 
porting to be the draft of a memorial to Lord Minto, 
praying, among other things, for the removal of Sir 
G. Barlow. It is avowed by both those persons, that 
this memorial was never signed or presented, and it 
is even acknowledged that the intention of present^ 
ing it bad been abandoned ; yet this nonentity has 
been made the ground for which punishment was 
inflicted on the greater part of the victims of the 1st 
of May 1809. It has been asserted with the same 
easy confidence which distinguishes the productions 
of Sir G. Barlow and Lord Minto (for the identity is 
truly marvellous) that the abolition of the Tent aU 
lowance was the cause of the mutiny. Now, in the 
General Order of the 1st of May, it is very remark- 
able, that not one allusion, direct or remote, is made 
to that transaction, not one of the crimes fabricated 
by that mass of gratuitous assertion, is ascribed to 
that cause, or to any event arising out of it- The 
Tent Contract had long been sent to oblivion ; but 
these posthumous recollections are exceedingly cun'* 
venient, and have been most abundantly employed 
tvhere the original assertion has proved to be ^Ae 
thing which is not. 

1 will no further detain the Court on the subject of 
the accusations of the Officers comniauding Native 
corps against the Quartermaster Gt^ncral, than to np- 
tice, that Sir G, Barlow did suppress, and Lord Minto 

F 



pounten&nce the 9U{>prcs8ion of iheir memorial to 
this Courts rW.hp hav^ repogm^ed ,tbe fatrt in their 
despatch of the ]3t|i of September 180g^ It is in the 
natural order of cause and effect j that. tlve. authors of 
injikdice siiould seek to prevent appeal ; this tcodeocy 
pervades the whole of .these proceedings, and has 
been brought into distinct operation in this case and 
that of Colonel K. Jicllj who. was pnuisheil for ap- 
pealing. 

1 am tiot the advocate of the inflammatory pro** 
ceedings of General Macdowall> of whom^ however^ 
it is not, too .much to say, that an ordinary and de- 
cent degree of courtesy from Sir George Barlow 
would have secured his cordiaj co-operation* If lie 
bad lived to plead Uis own cause, bis memory would 
probably. have been relieved from a large portion of 
the obloquy. which at. present attaches to iti and two 
fatxts which the Government of Fort St. George have 
found it inconvenient to ni>tice>.seeni to justify the 
conjecture, tliat better information would have given 
abetter aspect to his conduct. 1st. ft has been lately 
discovered, that the Jirint appeal, for which the Quar- 
termaster General was reprimanded, was not that 
.appeal through the Commander in Chief, bill; a pre- 
vious appeal through the Commander in Chief ; a 
proceeding which the slightest professiona) know* 
ledge will shew to be subversive of the first principles 
and rules of military subordination, and which no 
Commondar in Chief could tolerate consistently with 
Jjfis public duty. And, ?dly. That General Mac- 
dowall, so far from being iuftuenced by seditious mo- 
tives to make the Officers umpires iu a case they had 
prcjudgjed, did, io his htter to bU successor, d'istibci- 
ly guard.him against allowing any Officer, of a Native 
corps., to be a niomllfjr of the Court Martial for the 
•trial of C6lt)iiel Muuro, and, with a zeal for fair trial, 
which has every character of sincerity, reconirnended 
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that thi' tfoijirt sljiould ciiicfly composed of 
Maj^ty'a Officers, fis sfettfil in the following ex- 
tract: ’ ■•' 

** Lieotenaijt €olot»d Muftro, Qnartemiaster Ge- 
** neral of the Army, having had charges preferred 
“ against him by the greater number of the Officers 
1!! command of ih'e Battalions,'! was, under a con- 
" viction of the necessity of the case, induced to 
place him under an arrest, that he may be brought 
** to trial tinder your authority. After much refec- 
" tion,'I deemed this the most eligible course' to 
<' pursue, as relieving you from much embarrasi- 
meiit, •' preventing the in'erfcrence of undue iit- 
** iJuence, and not only 'giving Lieutenant Colonel 
“ Monro an opportunity for justification, but if he is 
** acquitted, of bringing his neensers before a Gene- 
ral Court Martial. As the Officers of the Native 
Army have in some degree prejudgerf theciiuse, it 
may be improper that any of tlicin should sit on 
^ Lieutenant Colonel Monro’s but a compeiofft 
and impartial Conn will readily be assembled from 
^ the JCing's troops, the Company's corps of artillery 
and engineers, and perhaps the Madras European 
regiment. This, of course, will be left to your 
own judgment; but as I am clearly of opinion that 
the Quartermaster General should be tried, I trust 
you will support this sentiment against every ille^ 
gitiniate interference. Tlie vindication of the cha- 
" raeter of the principal Ofiicers of the Army from 
expressions which they consider false «^ud un** 
founded, I now pface with a man of honourable 
principles and matured judgment; they will not be 
disappointed in their cxpectr^tions.’’ 

Mjidnis, ' (Signed) 

3d Jan, 1809.. JIay MACDOWAVi./’ 
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X put it to the cool jreHectioii X)f every mcmher of 
the G>urt^ whether^ under U)e notorioua state of the 
reUtion between the Ute Commander \n Chiefs 
General Gowdje and Sir, George Barlpw^ the ex<- 
istence of thU letter was .known to the latter^ and 
whether a feeling for the reputation of a person mir 
able to defend himself^ or what other feelings has 
hitherto kept it in concealment. It is quite unne^^ 
cessnry to combat the argument so much insisted oti 
— That if Colonel Munro was blameable^ his conm. 

duct was. a Jit subject of investigation by his supe* 
riorSf and not by the Officers of the Armyf because 
the argument proves infinitely too much for the cause 
of Sir George Barlow, who, when the Otiicers bad 
abandoned their demand of military trial, actually 
suppressed the memorial which they addressed to 
their superiors in consequence. 

. It is far removed from the* object of the preceding 
remarks, to defend any portion of the seditious con- 
duct of the Officers at a subsequent period. Their 
sole object has, 1 trust, been incontrovertibly attain- 
ed; and this object consists in the direct proof of a 
proposition broadly affirmed by Sir George Barlow 
himself at one time, and with happy versatility and 
effrontery denied at another; namely, that whatever 
mighthnve been the prior discontents, all the unjus- 
tifiable proceedings of the Army had a date posterior 
to the departure of General Macdowall, or, in other 
words, to his own wanton punishment of Major 
Boles, which, in characters so plain, tliai he who runs 
Ol^y read, was .the sole and undivided origin of the 
xnutiuy.. The General Order, dated, 3 Istof January, 
>809, by which that punishment was infiicted, has 
received the just reprobation of this Court.in its MiU?^ 
tary letter to fort St George, dated !22dof february, 
len,. 
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It already beeti stiewdi that the draft of a iiie* 
tnorial^ t^liich as a memoriat never bad existence, 
and' which Sir George Barlow knew to be abandoned, 
was skiifuliy pressed into the service, vrhen the Army 
was known \o be agitated by an injury to which he 
dreaded to attribute its true effects ; but it ‘was a most 
unworthy and flimsy subterfuge, thus to conjure up 
the ghost of a nonentity to exhibit a gaudy stage 
trick, for the purpose of drawing off the attetitiou 
ef his superiors and the pubHc from the sole and un- 
divided Clause which then inflamed the minds of' the 
Officers, namely, punishment and degradation weith^ 
out cause or pretext^ or trial, or inquiry. If, indeed,^ 
it be the privilege of a Military man to be exempt 
from human feelings, to hav^ no sympathy with suf- 
ferings directly impending over bis own head, to 
bear wrongs as well as hardships without a murmur, 
to be the oniy Christian of whom it shall be literally 
required to bless his enemies, and to pray for those 
that despitefully entreat him, then are the mUrmura 
without palliation which agitated the minds of those 
unfortunate men from the Slst of January to the 1st 
of May 1809. 

The events of that day changed the aspect of their 
cause; they burst the bounds of reason, and from 
the wantonly injured and deeply offended, became 
the offending party. 

Of subsequent measures I have already taken some 
cursory notice, and shall only &top to observe, that 
under the acknowledged weakness of human reason^ 
it is deemed prudent to estimate the wisdom of hu- 
man measures by their efficacy in promoting their 
professed objects. Of the efficacy of Sir George 
Barlow’s measures, he has hitnsclf most distinctly, 
but unwittingly, furnished us with ample testimony ; 
in an eulogy published to the Army, on what (with 
an irony somewhat too keen) he is pleased to call Ais 
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own mpdmHhn^ he exhe^us^s tlie of lameu* 

tutiQo .in, avofvingt ihaj ey^ry. o.ne of his mejuurcs 
hftf! produced effects cxpct);r. ,thfi jfgywfp qf. ljiQSj? he 
had foreseep and inten4ed. , , , . 

’jThe measure of the .Test, adopted ctn the S6th of 
JuJy 180 Q, is o.ne, the popsequeqces of. which xas^y 
be too important to speqk .of i.( ligbt|; i it .htohe p- 
aundef the bond by which the Native Sojdier and 
Eqropean Ofiicer were united ; it destroyed the hpr* 
yuony between the King’s qnd Cpinppqy’s Services ; 
it dissolved the chain by which a handful of Eu- 
ropeans have, hithertOj governed millions of Natives » 
it hupibled the high spirit of that Army tybiph gain- 
ed and preserved our power jn the East against the 
qnited efforts of the Native powers and h’rance. Theae 
consequences have already resulted from the. infatu- 
ated conduct of Sir George Barlow^ ,, 

I have^ on a former occdsion, found it .nyy duty to 
allude to the .endlcs.s persecutiqps and. publications to 
the Army, year after year, of intertfiiueblc reproaches ; 
pnd the recent djspalches from India, afford some 
{qemorable illustrations of the treason and disaffec- 
tion imputed to individuals in the early stages of 
these events. The individual whq wa^ sent .to disease 
and solitude, and afterwards, op a distant .service, 
professedly intended as an exile, ps the punishment 
of an innocent and convivial toast, Jriyndif q/' 

|/te. .Ar(ay,’‘ answered the accusation of treason 
on the hills of Amboyna, and finally strangled the 
foul calumny on the ramparts of Terpate,,jby an a- 
pl)(evcntpnt which will live when the pupy malice pf 
Eftlflnw shall have ceased to be iutpoUaftt. , 
The mutiny bps been suppressed ", but Jet it jpever 
b« forgotten, tliat not one man surrendered to ^r 
George* B^rloty, but ajl, apd unconditionally, to Lord 
^into, in consequepce .qf his public profession qf 
conpiliation and inquiry. 
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The career of Sir Gedr^ Barlovp’s GoVertimtifit 
cooiHiienced with piinishmenti^ilbout trial or inquiry, 
or reason Or consideration; ih^ error was disco^^ercd 
when too late. It was in cotit^ln^latidn to restore an 
innocent mati^ bn the condition of his pleading 
gnilty; he refused to be ecci^ssory to his own infainy,' 
and there was dot sbfiicient magnanimity to retract 
ablind^ outragebOSi arid |>recipitate error; fiilse mea- 
surcs were necessary* for the support of false pfiricl- 
pies# Crimes did not exist; it was therefore neces- 
sary to create crimes for the purpose of obscuring 
the true Origin of the question at issue^, when, in 
put'suance of thrs s^'stem, men had been goaded past 
forbearance' fey* a sdedCsSibn of punishment wilhout 
t#iali to the actual commission of crimes; then, in- 
deed) it was ostentatiously announced, that trial by 
Court Martial should be restored : but when the sen- 
tence of that Court Martial was pronounced, then 
this most consistent Government bring op their corps 
de reserve, revert to their first principle of condem- 
nation, (whether wilhout trial Or Contrary to trial is 
iudiffeieiU to shch principles) and pronounce the sus- 
pension of Colonel Dovetorv, for a crime, of w^hich 
he had been most honourably acquitted by the scii- 
tCHce of a Court Martial. 

There are many other circumstances, disgusting 
indeed to mention, but which tend to shew the unfit- 
ness of Sir George Barlow for his present situation. 
On one occasion, a whole body of young Officers, 
sent from ihfe Military Instiintion at Madras, and 
ordered' to jbio their corps, because they' declined 
holding any intercourse with a young man who had 
accepted an iilvitatrOn to the Government House. 
On anblhct occasion', the Commander in Chief was 
obliged to exfert his personal influence with the Offi- 
cers of oflIC of Itis Majesty*s regiments to induce 
them to dine with Sir George Barlow, who was so 
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unpopular that they refused to accept hia invitation. 
The, Officers of a Native corps having declined ati 
invitation, although it was accepted by the Com* 
mandant, the Sepoys were punished as well as the 
Officers, by the battalion being sent to a station 500 
miles distant, and particularly unhealthy. Another 
Native corps was sent from Madras, because Major 
Boles, after lus suspension, had dined at the regi* 
mental mess. 

Officers, although suspended by on arbitrary act 
of Sir George Barlow, although censured by him in 
public orders, surely were not to be branded with in- 
famy, and held up as unworthy to be received into 
private Society : and yet we find Sir G. Barlow actu- 
ally expressitag a wish that the Officers who had 
fallen under bis displeasure, should not be invited to 
the houses of the members of Council. 

The unusual severity shewn to the Hon. Lieutenant 
Colonel St. Leger and Captain Marshall, affords fnr> 
ther proof of the vindictive spirit by which Sir 
George Barlow seems to have been actuated through- 
out this unhappy period, and gives us too much rea- 
son to believe, that harmony and mutual confidence 
never can be restored under his Administration. 

To the multiplied causes for the recall of Sir 
George Barlow, of which only the most prominent 
have been noticed, 1 will add his unauthorised dis- 
mission of Mr. Petrie before he had received the new 
commission of Government, or possessed any legal 
authority for violating not only the existing commis- 
sion of Government, but a separate commission, held 
by Mr. Petrie, to succeed to the office of Governor 
in case -of the death or absence of Sir George Bar- 
low. The legality of this measure may be esti- 
mated by supposing an ordinary event, namely, the 
death of Sir George Barlow, after the dismission of 
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Mr. l^rle, and before thtf arrival of the near com* 
mivtion of G^vemdieat. 

It tvill haf^ ’ be {hat in. snch contin- 

gency^ Mr. Petrie tnim iiecbalartly have Bssnorecl the 
Gojremmentof For\'$t. Oeotife; and >C|o> his re* 
ttaaVal wils nnlaWfifl, llnd a!} !be acts di tetnonn* 
ing members void. If there* ^hnfd he any doubt of ^ 
the illegality of this a«t> asfnredly there can be npne 
of Its indecencf^; at ihf nsisatable irinq^ph of a Httlett 
and illiberal tnind; over a*iSan whom he had itynied^ 
past forgiveness. ^ ^ - 

I Will conclude a catalogue, wluch might still he 
mudi prolonged, Jby adding his disobedience and" 
disregard of the intentions Of this Coart, officially 
announced, in the case of Colonel (now Oeneral) ^ 
Aguew. , ’ , *• 

* I have the honour to be. 

With great lespect. 

Gentlemen, 

Your obedient Servant, 
(Signed) ‘ J. BairxnaMSx. 

India Hoiuie, August 6, 1811. 


Th^ above 1 $ a rapid outline of the ty,ranny of Sir George 
Bar^w's Gov eminent, solemnly xecord^ by one of tbe 
bodyy to whon), the Government of India le committed. But 
the tfetails are still wanting. The public mosl^ have them, 
and they will shortly be puhlibhed. They aie calculated to 
mate human nature <)own its hejtd lu sonow and shame. 
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PREFACE. 


i iiAVR liillicrfo abstained from controversy regard inej the 
late unhappy procecdiii£fS at Madras. 'Fhe pari wliich I 
Jiad Uikon intlie.'^c proceedings had placed me in possession 
ol'inncli information, and 1 had «^iven a sliape to my sen- 
timents njwn the siihji'ct; !)iii the knowl(Mli,^e of these was 
[imil(‘d t<» a few intimat<' friends, and to them only under 
the strictest in junetions of secrecy, I have been applied 
to nmrr tiinti oner for papers and jidbrmation upon this 
snl)j<’ct, hilt have invariably nd'iised : as 1 deemed it im- 
proper to jL^ive publicity in any inod(‘ to communication^, 
whether wnbal or in writinjjf, whicli liad been, at the 
inonnMit atwhicli they were maile, eonsnhT(*d as private, 
or confidential, Nothin<r could have hnl me to a ih*parlure 
from this piificiple Iml a pj*rn«al of the tlispalch iirnler 
ilat<* (he loth oi‘ Septc'inber, iSOO, from tin* (lovernment 
of I'Ort St. (ieori^e to the Secret (annmittee ot the ('ourt of 
l)in*ctors, printed by onhT of the Mouse ol* ('omnioiis. 
J'hat dispateli contains an implii'd (ensure lipon my con- 
duct, which nothiiii;; but a conviction (►f its justice (i)nl(l 
induce me to pass over in sdcnce. 

fnjnstict* is a^i;’ravated by the power ol tin* iijdividual 
or body' by whom it is committed, and bv tlie w'tUil ol 
ability or opportunity in the person wlio sufleis to repel 
the attack. Mad not this dispatch been printed by order 
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of the House of Commons, my character would have 
secretly received a deep and incurable wound : for as it is 
not likely tlie Honourable the Court of Directors could 
imvc ever thought it possible that so deliberate and i^ravc 
an authority as the Government of Fort St. (leor^c, could 
(without adequate s^rounds) have pronounced censure on 
the character of an officer who stood at the moment as hi/i^h 
in rank and trust as the local (Government of India had 
power to raise him*, it becomes probable, (hat most of 
those who read this dispatch would be satisfied, without a 
minute exarniiialiou of the documents which it was 
accompanied : and if any readers wont into this detail, 
and were struck with the remarkable di/fi'rcnce bcUveci! 
the apparent premises and the conclusions drawn from 
them, it is more likely they would conclude, that grounds, 
uot yet brought before (hem, existed, which would warrant 
the assertions made by Government, than that they should 
over suppose the latter had committed such aii iiijustic*; 
towards any individual in their service. 

1 cannot, on this occasion, limit mysedf to an account of 
niy mission to Masulipataiu, which is that part (»f my con- 
duct to which the (Government of J'oit St. Geojge t*\- 
clusively reft'rs : justice to my own character demands 
tliat f shcsukl give a narrative (accoinpamed by an Ap- 
pendix of original documents), wliich will show, in a clear 

• I WHS. at tin- iiioiiiCMiT iljiM k*tUr was wntUii, at Maiiias, preparin'; 
lo proeiotv on a nil'.'.i'ni t-* Persi : not a L\cii ot* di'^vitisiactioii at 
iny rondu.'t was <*\pn s.seil— no exphmatnni t»t’ an\ ut' my acts required ; 
and, consequently, no o{)pui'tuint\ adbrded ot defciniiii^ myself against 
till.* serious cliargt's that weie thus secretly transmitted to England. The 
letter to flic Secret Committee is dated the lofh September, the 

(lay before that on which Lord Miuto airivcd at Maduf. 
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and concise manner, the part I took, and tlie advice 1 
gave, Ihroiigliout the whole of those unhappy and guilty 
proceedings wliicli liavc lately nillictcd our country in 
India. To render tliis narrative intelligible to all, 1 shall 
prefix a general view of the principal acts of die Govern- 
ment of Fort St. (leorge, from the conimenceinenl to the 
teriuination of (lie late violent agitations on the coast. My 
ol)j(‘et in this publication is to vindicate inyself, not to 
attack of h(‘rs. A plain stateiiieiit of indisputable facts will 
show, that though iny judgment might on some occasions 
have been wrong, I was iiivaiiably actuated by an iiide- 
faligable zeal, and an undeviating princi])le of ])ublic 
duty ; that ! pnxlictcd at the commencement, ami at dii- 
fereiit stages ofilic proceeding, every event of importa/iee 
that occurred ; that ifany one of the Jiiaiiy .slighted sng- 
g(‘.Ntions wiiicli 1 uifered hatl met with attention, the most 
serious evils would hav(* been aveited ; and that my efforU 
neie sucli as ought to luivt* eiilith'd i»ie to the ppiise and 
gratituihr ol tho^(‘ by whom I now find my conduct misre* 
presen(e<l and my cliaravter caluinnialed. 

Sir (i(‘orge IJarlow has, 1 t»l)serv(‘, from the volume ol 
pa[)(*rs printed by' order ot the House* ofl^omiiions, placed 
upon lerord a nuinljei of my piivate a/id ronfideiitial 
cominiinic.itious. This 1 did not autieipate; and fli(*sc 
letters were written in a less guarded style, and with more 
warmth, than they wonid have been, if I had fi)r(‘.^een 
the ])ublic use t(» lx; made of them. 1 do not, however, 
coneeive that I hav(‘ auy riiilit to complain ol' (his act : the 
letters contain not one senliiuent of which I am ashamed: 
tlit'y wen* all on public subjects: and that alone, wlieri 
they w’cre adilressi'd to Sir (ieoige Jlarlow' or his Secretary, 
rendered them public. l>ut i must claim to inyself an 
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rqual privilr<!cc in brinr^in" forward siudi privatodocnnionts 
as an* nco'ssary prove what \ have sfafed, and to defcnd 
myself from Ihose impufalions which have been Ihrowa 
upfui iny chnr:ir<er fronia partial, and, I frnsi f vh ‘M j^rovi*, 
a most unfair statement of my conduct wfieii employed at 
Ma.snli))atam. 

[ should feel unworthy of that station which I hope 1 
hold in life, if any motive upon earth had such pow(‘r over 
my mind as to make me sihmt under reii(‘c<ions (wliieli t 
deemed unjust) upon my ronduct : and where those liave 
be(‘n, from any cause, (ho\\(‘ver unfores- en,) broii«) ht before 
the publie, my reply must of cour^e be submittefi to Iho 
.same tribunal. 'Join’s is a cirnimstarue which I l)y no 
means regret. Publications in X*higland on tin* affairs of 
India have been rare, except on some extraordinary 
epochs, when attention has been forcibly cirauu to that 
fjuarter; and n groundless alarm has been, spread <»f the 
mischieJ’s whicli (many cone(*ive) must arise from su(‘li 
free disclosure, and consccjuent full discms^ioii, of the acts 
ofllii* Indian (ioverrimetils. 'riiis prat licc*, in my opinion, 
will have a dircTt contrary eflect. It must always do great 
and "ssenlial good. 'File nature of our possessions in India 
make - it in'cc'S'^ary that ahaosl absolute powc'i* slionld be 
<:ivi‘n to those entrnsjc*d with governments in that quarter; 
and there cannot be a better or mon* ejh<‘ieni ehcek over 
tliese rulers tliaii that wliirh must bi: established by the 
full pnf)lii^’ity gi\eu to their acts, and the frequent disrus- 
sioii of all their princioles of rule. Such a prin tica* w ill 
expose imprmh'iice and weakness, however defended by 
the iulheremee o1* poweriul friends in Isnglaml : and it will 
be more c(*rtain to pnwrjit oppression, or injustice, than 
the general provisions of law', which may be evaded; or 



Vll 


the rliock of suporiors, wl»o may, from conceiving the 
cause of an iiul'vidual identified witii that of a\iUioiity 
itself, feel dieins(*Ives condemned to siipport proceedings 
'ivhieh ihe^ cannot a[)prove. This practice, in short, 
(restrained, as it always must be, ])y llu* laws of oiir 
country wiihiii inod(‘rate bounds,) must have the most 
salntarv elfeets. I Is ineonveniences are t»hvions, but 
trillin^ w lum coinpar(‘d to th(' irreat and pJTinaiuMit bene- 
fits sihielj it must prodma* : ami I am eonlident that every 
<‘ll nnule to tepn's* sneh di'^eussion is not merely a 
sacniiee tt) personal feeli and t*) monnmtary expeiru'nce, 
of one of the Irest and most opto itive prim iples of the 
Jint isli ( *o?!siitution : but a diret t ap[)rovimation to the 
prim iples ol' iliaf oriental tyranny, wldch it is, oi ou,e‘ht 
to be, uur chief boast to have destroyed. 




PART 1. 


OBSEKVATIONS 


Tin: CAUSES AAP I'KOCJRESS 


OF Tlir. 


nisTL KBJNCES IS THE MJDRAH ARMY. 




(JBSKRVATIOXS, Ac. 


llioniili of a Iiad prevailed 

Ainonj^ die (‘ouipany’si otheers <*11 the c(;ast estuhlislinient 
lH>m a pt'iioil as far back as tlit‘ pulilication of the Jieo'ii- 
ladoiis of the yi‘ar I7d(), whieh they coficeived to entitle 
(hem to a eonijilrfe <-(pialization ot allowanees ^vith the 
olHeers of tlu‘ Heri^al <‘staj)lishin<‘nt. TJi<*s(‘ ieeliiidi^s liacl 
little tiiiK' for ojnaation in the <’oiirse ol’ that ;u:(iv<‘ and 
biilliant s<‘i\i(‘e in uhic h (he Madras aimy ^va^ em[)Ioyed 
dnrini^ tin; atlminisliatiou of l.i)rd Wellesley. Tin; 
inrat'asc' of esta!>lishinent rmiden’d iieei'ssary to preserve 
the |j;ieat aecessuin of tiMriiory a<’qnin‘d l»y that nobleman^ 
oi'easioned a promotion, that, for a p<*rioi), sil»*nced t.heir 
dis('oiitent ; but tliat spirit was levived in the year 1S0.7 
and LSOti, when, in addition to their form(‘r jj^rievance, tliey 
conceived that then' was an evidtmtand in jnri()ns partiality 
shown towards hi^ iMaj(*^ty\s ollicm -:, who were said to be 
promoted to commaiids and statf Mtiiatiims to (he injury of 
the ollieers of (he (.'oinpany s smvice, Addiesst's to 
(fOvernment and to the ronit of Directors w'cie at this 
period aicitat<‘d and in circulation ; but none, to my know- 
ledge, were brought turward ; owing, peihaps, to tlifj 
orders from the Honourable th<‘ (’ourt ot‘ Din ctoi.s, wJio, 
it would appear, had, on piivate ri'presentation, adopted 
some measures to redress tho'.e grievances of which the 
army at tliat moHient complained, 'i'liis spirit of discon- 
tent iiiii^lit have died of itself; or, at all events, it would 
have been more easily represstni, had nut the flame of 
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discord burst out in ;i InVIicr quarter. The quarrel wliich 
occurred befweeii the (M)veriiorj Sir (/eorije Barlow, and 
the Commaiider-in-Chief, General M Dowall, may, no 
doubt, (as it led to those ineasun^s which (iovernment 
adopted towards the general staJF of the coast army,) 
be deemed the remote source of all the violent and indo 
fensible arts of the army, and in tliat view merits a siiort 
notice. The mind of Genera! iVT'Dowall was much 
irritated at his not being appointed to council ; and he 
gav<; way, in cons(*<pi(‘ncc‘, to a huiguage of complaint 
and discontent, of which, it miisl be concluded, he could 
never liav(? calculated the efhd. Iweiy act of (Govern- 
ment that atfected tin* wishes or interests of either an 
individual or a class of otlicers naturally causeil complaints, 
which the' Conunan(ler-i(i-('hicf cerl.uiily did not discou- 
rai^e. He must ha^e thouidd that the intluciice and 
importanci* ofa seat in cosmcil w'ould liave enabled him 
more easily to have Miti‘‘ljed or silinu'ed their murmurs; 
and h(‘ cannot be supposed to have fell much sorrow (hat 
(iovermm.nt should have expoiieui.ed (he inronvenitmee 
ol an excluiion which In* consideied as so i^reat a persofial 
grievance: and when liis iiuiul was fnriluT irritalcil by 
what he deemu'd lo Im; ^lij^ht and n<‘«4lecl, o.n the pail ot 
isir (ioorge Barlow’, ol liis ri«;hls iii his military cliaracter 
of Commaader-in-Chief, (h(*''C* feeiinj^s had probably a 
wider aci ion. In lhi‘ temper wlilcli I liave sliown the' 
coast army was in at liiis inoniejit, it is not surprising, 
when they saw such an examph^ of discontent, and felt 
uiuepressed by lhal hleji aulliority wliicli was iminc- 
diatelv ovc 1 Ihem, that they should havc^ bern more bold, 
;uid (hat their viohmcf* should have t ilom a more formid- 
able sliajie towards GovenimcMil, against which this spirit 
was, by the proceeding ot ilie <jommandor-in-Chief, very 
muulvisedly and incoiisidc lidely, however unintentionally, 
directed. But if a want of relied ion on om* part (few will 
viccuse ( Jeiieral M* Dowall of more than want of reflection) 
kd to su(‘h consequent^''', can we say tiu'rc was much more 
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\\ii>(!om on tho oilier, wliirh, ifit did not provoUe, nevei 
made one alloinpt to prevent, the occurrence orili<>>,e evils 
with which it was threalened ? A cold, even, lueclianic 
course of aclion, which ^ave »reat attention to the ordinaiy 
rules ot public busin<‘ss dii^nitied with the name of public 
principles, but none to human natar<’, was opposed at this 
period to the proceedings of the Clommander-iri-Cliief and 
the army ; and had the effect, which was to be expected, 
of aeceleiating that crisis which it was so important to 
avoid. 

It may be here necessar}^ to ex])lain what was meant by 
the t(‘rm public principle. It was constantly used at 
Ma<lras(with some de\Lation, I conceive, from itshii>hest 
and most dignified sense) to denote tlie ndes of public 
busiiK’ss founded either in prccc'dcmt or i/i written law, 
and certainly well lulapted for order and convenience in 
the common course of affairs. Hut if such lules Avere 
suilicient, no talents Avould he nece.ssary to govern man- 
kind. A copying <*lcrk, or c\en the regulation-book 
which lie copi(‘s, might rule a slate. Success in this 
endeavour (the ol)je('( of whicli is to reiuh r the task ol 
(lovernmcul simple and c‘asy) will be always agreeable lo 
the character of the (lovernmeiit. The nu>n‘ de^pt>tic that 
IS, the more easily may we pieserve invitilate such ndes 
or princijiles. I'or (hough great commotions A^ill occui 
in the most d(‘sj)otic stales, and forci* their iiihus lo an 
occasional deviation from such principles, these deviations 
will be iinfrecpient to Avhat must aiise in more free and 
liberal goveiiimciits, in which that constant aticmtioii wJiich 
it is necessary to pay to men's temper'', and to those j>re- 
leiisions and rights upon which such an. order of ihiiigs is 
grounded, must produce a much more frequent departuie 
from the exact letter (and sometimes fiom the spirit) of 
those unbending ndes. It is (his fact which renders the 
(ask of government so much moie diliii idt ni tliose states 
than in any others. Any man (who has obsetpiious slave s 
to govern) can, if lie has memory to recollect the priii- 



ciplcs of rule, be a despot, or a despot’s deputy ; but f.ir 
diflerent qualities arc required where the minds of those 
under authority an' of a freer and bolder stamp : over 
such a society those alone arc fit to rule, who, fully in- 
formed of all its cojnponent parts, can jud^e the periods 
when the temporary departure from an established prin- 
ciple will etfeet more in the cause of aulliority than its 
rigid observance ; when lenity is more powerful than 
severity, aiul mildness and moderation tend more forestore 
order arid to maintain tranquillity, than all the force of a 
violent government. 

The intelligent reader will perceive, that, in contrasting 
free and despotic governments, I refer exclusively to riile> 
of administration. Laws are, no doubt, more inflexible in 
free states than in other^^. Hut even respecting laws 
it may be observed, that the general principle pK vail^: 
for the legislative power in free states shows a disposition 
to repeal or modify laws in reference to the ifitoresfs, the 
opinions, sometimes <'ven to tlie prejudices, of great 
bodies of the people; while the despot has no maxim, 
but that all must be subject to the authority of (iov<'rn- 
nient. There is, no donbt, a gr<'at distinriiou in evejy 
community between civil and military b»)dies: the laws 
for (he government of tin; latter aie, of course, more 
arbitrary and unbending ; but, even in these bodies then' 
in fi chataettr that wdl eonipel attention. The 
same principles cannot be ajrplied to an Knglish as a 
Jiuasian army: and it is when such l)odi(‘s are in an 
agitated and convulsed shite, that these charartc'ristic 
flistirictions are most piominent and diseeriiibh'. It is oii 
such emergencies that a statesman will succeed in tivert- 
ing a danger, which will only be increased hy every 
measure of the mere rote fobower of public rules, (’iceni* 
has observed, that it appears to be the dictate of sound 

policy, to act in accommodation to particular eonjunc- 

• Cicero’s Letters to hi^ FnenJ*, I, t>. 191, Octavo, London, 175'. 



“ turos, and not obstinately persevere in one invariable 
sclienie, when tlje public circumstances, together with 
“ the K’nliiuents of the best and wisest members of the 
coniiniinity, are evidently changed, fn conformity to 
this notion, the most judicious reasoners on (he art , of 
“ goveriunenl Iiav'c luiiversally eonileinned an inflexible 
‘‘ perseveriuu-e in one uniform tenor of measures. The 
skill of tlic pilot is shown in wc^ilheiing the storm at 
least, though he sliould not gain his port.” Public 
merit (agreeable to the extended view of tliat great orator 
end statesman, as expressed aflerwards) consists in having 
“ been inflexible in our iiiteiilions for the public welfare, 
“ and liol by a positive perseverance in certain favourite 
inodes of obtaining it.” 

It will be unnecessary :o trace lire petty diflerenccs 
which took piac(j betweem th<‘ (.'oiumander-in-CIiief ami 
the (j'overiior: llie general 4 haracter and evil effect of 
these (liflereiices have b(?en desciibed. 'riie first act which 
led to .serious di.scl^^ion^, was the former placing the 
Quarter-Masler-( ieneral, Lieiitenant-(3olonel Miinro, in 
airest. 'riu' nature of this case h well known : and few, 
I imagine, can d<}ul)t that (jovernment liad a right to 
coimnand liis release : but it w ill remain a question with 
many, how' far a knowledge of the cliar.'uicr and actual 
teinpcT of the Comniander-iiKChief, (he state of the army, 
and other circiim''tances, would have warranted (ioverii- 
liumt in tbrbearing to ns<‘ ////i rif*;ht. It is nonsense to say, 
that it would, by so forb(*arifig and moderate a proceeding, 
have abandoned an officer cafitled to protection. This 
language, if it means any thing, implies that ( joverrmient 
did not conceive there \V(Te at tliat moment thii teen 
oflicers, cither in the King’s or Comjiany’s service, on the 
coast, upon whose honesty and honour it could rely. 
This is a proposition which appears too extravagant for 
notice : but^ even if this point be conceded, will it be said, 
if Colonel Munro had sufl'ered an additional injustice by 
the •‘-euteuce of a violent and partial court martial, that the 



Government was, in that extreme case, deprived of th* 
right to protect (hat officer ? On the contrary, would not 
the necessity for the exercise of that right have beeii) 
under such an event, much more a]>pareiit and unobjec- 
tionable. It may be asked, if any circumstances could 
justify Governnn^nl in so pusillanimous a condiiet, as that 
of forbearing to exercise an admitted right, and of allow- 
ing a court martial to judge upon a publics act wliicli it 
had recognised and approved? Jt is to be ie[>lh‘d, that 
such conduct might, on many occasions, be the result of 
prudence and of fortitude. It is weakness, not firmness, 
that takes an early alarm at danger, and by showing a 
want of confidence in all the subortlinate ai(K of its power, 
creates, by its suspi<uon, that defeelioti whirli it appre- 
hends. Jn the recent case ol* Sir Francis linrdt ti, the 
flouse of (.■onimons did not abandon it.s exchjsiv<‘ rigid, 
but it forbore the exercise i>f that rigid, and, with a eoidi- 
dence and wisdom w'orthy «if so enlighleiuMl iu\d august an 
assembly, allowed a rpiestion, wliicli invnlve<l its liglits 
and authorit v, to l)<‘ disensNcd in .1 court oi' law. 'There 
can, 1 bliould conceive, be no doid)? uhalt'vt'r, tmd had 
Colonel Munro been tried on the cliaigi‘s pieli jn'd against 
him, he would have been honourably ;u'(|Uii?<Mi ; and the 
infliience and reputation of liis accusers would have b(‘<'ii 
in no slight dt'gree h*ssened : an oi)ject which, in itself, 
was of c(;nse(juence at that perioil to (lovernment. 

It is a ii.*inarkafd(* fact, tiiaf tlie ollict'rs who liad sign<‘d 
the charges against (h)lofH*l Munro, were, on rel1eetij>n, 
and from le.irning tlie sentiments of the .1 ndge-Advoeat<*- 
General, s. convinced that the eliarg(\s tliey had made* 
were either groundless or illegal, that they wrote to the 
Comniander-in-(Jhier to suspend tli<' prosecution <.f them. 
This certainly proves (if any proof was wanting) that there 
could Inive been no doubt of the result ofa court martial, 
grounded on the state of general feelings, as far ns tliafr 
regarded the charges against Lieutenant-Colonel Munro; 
for if the accusers themselves hud shown they dbtrusted 
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the caui-t" tlK^y had so rashly adopU'd, tijrre could, 
assuredly, b(‘ no apprelu'iisioii of the jndi^iiient of thirteen 
otficeis olrank (all of whom, if it. had been thouirlit neces- 
sary, niii^ht have been chosen from his Majesty s service) 
ffivinir a biassed or unjust s<*ntence. The (»overnment of 
Madras, in their dispatch to the Court of Directors upon 
this subject, draw a directly opposite conclusion from this 
tact, which, they say, ‘‘ proves in itself the inexpediency 
oftlndr haviiu^ had recoiiise to sneh a proce<*dinn; ; 
but they state no grounds for this conclu‘*ion. In the 
wliole course of this athiir they a])])ear to liave h<’en 
much, if not solely, guid<‘d bv the opinion ol ihcir law 
olhcers : and no man < .111 perus(‘ the letier t>f I/ieuten:int- 
Coloiii‘l lanth upon this ^ubjen, wilhout a ju^t for 

the ta!<*nts and extensive legal Jkiu'wled'rt* of that puMic 
otiici r. Hut lhovi‘ that lliink gieaf, nnnu rous, am! tthvions 
evils rcsult<‘<l ironi tin* dei'ision of ( toi e) nim‘j!f on tlu' ra^e 
ot’ liieutt*nttnt-Coloiu‘l Muioo, will nof imuK cbidel \ pi r- 
t.ei\e the necessity of’ifs havin.;* Iieen 'governed l-y nih*s of 
faw in its th'cisiou *.11 a (pu'stioii w hicli (‘(<*n!v ie.\olv(il 
tin* I'losf M-iiou'. cou'-itleralions (if st.ile j'oliey, 'Tli ‘v will 
tliiid-', 3 M‘d with juslie*', (his was a ({ncstitni not for la'* ycr:., 
!)uf statesmen: who, in llio (‘\eivi''e of (iicir le^iiim.'.fe 
disciction, are in t!ie si»*iali(Mi in wiiie!i Mi\ I'lokeh.’s 
so well descrilji'd Itgislauns ; and llnKfme, like tio i., 
‘‘ lumht to ilo wiiiit lav-'yers tannot, uw tlify lau* n.» 

i(il(‘.s ft) bind them (aif tk(‘ gieaf pi meiples of ri'a^.im 
‘‘ aad c<|iiity and llie ireiiei.d si-ns(* of mankind : il'est* 
th<‘y are hound to obey and follow : and raiher to 
enlarge and cidiglitcn law by the liher.ilit v oflegislativi* 
‘‘ reason, than to fetter am! bind iheir liigli capacity by 
the narrow constructions of suboniiiMte ai.iticial jns- 
tice.*^ 

Several montlis prcviims to fi'enei.d M‘ Dow alls depar- 
ture ibr Eiigiaiid, that otlicer had been called upon by tin* 
fiovernor to repress a Memorial to the t -o\<*nior ( 'eneral, 
on the subject oflatc reductions, wbielt was slated to b<‘ in 
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a^ifation at tlu* p?in<:ipal stations of llu* anny. (ionrral 
M‘'f>owaH had \vril ten circular letters to forbid such pro- 
ccediiiiTs ; and nothin/;^ fiiither appean'd upon tliis siibjrel 
till that otVicer, *hi the l?‘jd of January ISOf), forwaided 
and btroni^Iy n‘(:oiuniended to notice a Memorial to ihc 
Ifoijonrable the ('ourt of Directors sii^ned by a number of 
the oHicers of (he army, and containing, in moderate a*id 
not disrespectful lani,niai»e, a statement of ^^vhat they 
deemed their ffrievaiices, which ehi(‘fly referred to the 
ecpializalion of tlu'ir allowances ^\ith tin* Jle.ngal establisli- 
nient, the liardship of (he several rednrtions of emolument 
which lh(*y had lately sustained, and the partiality in ap- 
pointimmt to eoniniands whieh they ronreived was still 
show'll to his Maj*‘stv’s oHiicrs. (»eiu r;d M Dow nil for-^ 
wardei!, at tin' same time, anolher Memorial, whu.h vv.is 
also addressed to the (.‘milt ot Direelois, and si:;nr(l by d 
iimulHT of oilici'rs commandini^ native* corps, reiraidini!^ tlie 

injury they eoiu'cived tlu'y had siistaim'd by the al)o!ition 
of (he tent contract. The priiieiple of botli these Memo- 
rials was stronirly condemned by the (iovermnent. I’he 
former, tliey informed the (’omnianihT-in-t’hicf, .‘onld 
be sent to the CJoveriior (ieneral in (^mn(;ii ; and tin' latter 
was returned, as relating to a suhjiH t which hail abeadv 
been deeidi'd. 

Uiere Aw're many circumstances ronni'cti'd with tlie^e 
addresses, which conlirm the truth ol' those si’iitinieiits I 
before expressed regarding the leelings by which (j'cni'ial 
M'Dowall .dlowoil himself to be governed at this moment : 
but (he state' of Jiis mind, and the operation (hat w as lik«*ly 
to h.ive np< n the ollicers of the army, was a subject that 
merited the serious consideration of Government; whieh, 
iinli’ss satisfied that there was no danger from (he progress 
of sueh a spirit of disconlei.t as (hen existed, should either 
have adopted at that moinvyil some decided measures to 
repress that evil, or have carefully avoided every act of 
aggravation. If both of these Memorials had been merely 
permitted to go as numbers of the dispatch to liuglandj 
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flio^c by wliom tlioy ^vere slfifnccl would havr thoui>’"ht 
more of (lioir i^ri<‘vanr(*s till an answer was 
received from <fie Diieefors: and that, if contrary to 
tlu'ir wislirs, would li.'-ve been decjned tiniil, and the 
Diredons would a‘^''Ur(‘dly not have censured (b)VtTfi» 
ment for a slii^ht departure from established rules at a 
period when, from extraordinary events, of a nature never 
lik(*Iy to haj)|)<‘?i again, the army was not only in a state 
of gn'.'d agitation, but the c ivil power had lost the aid of 
that high military authority on wliieh il would in eommon 
tijnes have relicMl to subdue so dangerous a sj)irit. Few 
w ill eoiuend that there would have been any loss of cither 
dignity or of strength in such a proc<*eding : and how com- 
ydetely, had it been adoptc'd, would thetnrbulerd and sedi- 
tit)Us b<i deprived of one of their c hiet nier ns of increasing 
aritidion l}ut (his ([uestion appears to haver been decided, 

• A'- it* .III ian{n.'Uili('»l icru-al to lojwanl not aac- 

to pU)(lu(M' <( inict ! « 0 r( t. t‘i 4 * naou*** ol all tho o 1 li<»*rs wlio 
Ii.kI -ijiiod tlif‘ tiixt AUiiHMiai Wile pCu * il on a pio^t i ihoil ii^t, uml (K ( n'( d 
id <uiy iMOinotioii in <’oiniu.sit({s <ir Nf.ttr silnatioii'i. Out* lart 
i\>l! liii iin{ii('ssioi] tiirit till'' a< t in.iMr o)>on Ui(’ jno'^t nio(!n.it 4 . 1 

iMoti- to C o!i>iirl AMw\ll T.1% lot , an otiicrr of iiijili lank and n -iifoiii' 
j < \|)if'?'‘!n:' my iMiin."! do-'in lo scr Iniu plari-d in it ronmmiid in 
il 1 llifoalit 111" luiin ip'ns and <*!iaiait«T \\»>uld Ur u-ihd In (loM'in- 
imiit. In fji' .'Misui I , ulmhivd.it<d thr .'ptii of July , In* <l«f .iiIn tin* cauvr- 
ot In im^ 111 a ''ituatloii ot actual n tiiriin lit. When hr iiail ajijdird tor 
«t riiMjiii.iml fo whicii ins stmecs i;av<* iimi a nolit to a'i»ir<s In* oh <i\cn, 
tluil hr \\as inronncd of tin ciiiin iiy winch he had not oiily foifiiled al{ 
hope of that pai tn 111 tr st.Uioii, hut afso (he adds)/* that t‘oi li.ti alfixcd 
“ iny siirnatme to a lespiTtlul addIe^s to niy Mipenms amt nnployeis, I 
wa*- plaied at liie head of a list of Tianies eomprlsiiur marly tv\o tliiid’* 
“ of the army, .iiid theieby maiked hy tlie t\.trenie disjdcasuie ofCiOM i n- 
“ iiicnt, and tfience depiived of every lutiiie hope of situations ot hoiionr 
“ and iniolunu lit. W'liilst ‘•iiiai tin*; nudi r these most '■ei mu i injiuie.s, I 
** lilt it imposMble to lesuine tlie eoniinand of iMjMdipif nn, and iii.nli* 
“ applieation to leiue.'' 'Chis ca^e in moie inaikeil than otheis of tiie 
eame kind, hrcaiise there can be (ittle, if any douhf, tin violent imitiiiy 
that took place at Masiilipatam w'oiiln never liavr otenned, il Coloiiel 
'I’.iyJoi had reniained in « onnn.iiid i-f lliat uariison. 'J’lie iiuture of tlii> 
unavowed jiuni&lijjjeiit (toi though th* u is, I ima^Mie, no doubt buch a 



like* every ntlior, ii]mn an ahsfnicl coiisidcraUon of ifs own 
nienls as a single and irisnlaleci qiieslion ; and in Hint liglit 
the decision was imdouhlcdltj right: but if it had been 
viewed, as i^ cerlainly should, in its relation to the actual 
slate of die armV) ft a’vw as certahth/ 7no/ig. It had an 
evi{lent and nialiirnant artion tlii(Mii»hout all the troubles 
that ensued. And this absolute, and, as they dcTiiied it, 
unnecessary and ungracious refusal to allow Iheirijricvauces 
to be even heard by the (’'ourl of Diri'clors, coiubined with 
the ])unis}inieut''‘ with wliieli it was aeeoinpanied, raulJed 
to till' last ill the niirids of the discoiitcailed, and ind(‘ed 
nppeanv! to bo one of tiie few snbjerts, on the haidsliip 
and injustie<‘ of whieh the most moderate ol‘ those con- 
cerned airn'ed with the most violent, 

J'he next <‘veiil of consequemr, was the jiublieation of a 
^en(‘ral order, under date; the ‘iSili January, by tli(‘ C'orn- 
jnand<‘r-in-( Iiief, censuriin, I/nm^enanl-t ^ilonel \lmiio for 
his appeal to the ci\il t ioverniiUMil a»x!nn'-t liis di'cision : 
an acL whnli tonieral M Oowall deemed (h'siruelive of 
sidMudinatioii, sub\« isive of dl^ei[)lm(‘, and a violation of 
fwlnit he teruu’d) tin* s.ten'd ri/>Jils oi'lln* ( 'omm inder-in- 
rfii<'f. 'riiere can, I should cone('i\(‘, be little doubt 
re^nrdiii^ the character of (his ord(*r. It is ccrlamly 
indefensible. It in substance arraiirnetl the e\(*rcise of an 
a(J of andiorily, the le gality of winch t oaiend M'^Dowall 
had rece.» nised by his obedience a few' days ficfore, and 
in this view was hii^ldy disres|M‘<‘tful to tJoverniuenf, who 
w« re jusiiy incensed at the ])ioeeedin<:;s ; and who, in 
an order endrr dale tlie jlst of January, remo\ed f u*. 
iieral !\M)ow'all from (he command of llic army, which it 
appeared he had not then r(‘>i^ne<l, thoui;h on his way to 


rf'volnliijH uii*' piiwa l>y 0()\frnm* iit, it \va‘ «( \i‘i p»ibli‘.liril !nari\ onb r.) 
sa v(M’V pcciiliai ; l>ul it o i liat.ii t<'i (‘f tin <;t' Jiton^tio^ 

pursued, ll was tcaMiig aiul m its opcidtioii, williout i lii 

<’ii iii > lU its »*u(l. 


Vide tlie pireuiiuL' noti*. 
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( Vyloii for <|jo purpose of procoediiiiif (o Kni^land. The 
links that hound tiui cause ot’ t4<*n<.*ral M'^Dowiill to that of 
the olHcers of the ('oni|)'my*s army on the coast, were nei- 
ther stronir nor durahle : u coniimwi fetdiiii^ of discontent 
an-ainst t loverimient had united them for a moment, but 
there was no cohesion either from similar objects or inte- 
Ti'sls ; and <h(‘ fiovernmeiit order, as fir as related t(» 
O’eneral M Dowall, could have aivcai rise to no serious 
consequeiu'es : l>ut the suspension from ti»e si’rvice, in the 
same order, of Major lioh’s, the I)eputy-Ad|uiant-Ciencral, 
oji the i;roimd of his liaviiii^ i^iven einnmey to the ob- 
noxious ord<‘r of t lie (‘ommanii<'r-iii-t 'liit f, had an iniiui*- 
diale and (‘lectric. eHeet over tin* whole anuy. 'I’here w\«s 
hv'irdl v an ollieer in either the Kin.i^’soi ( uiupany’s service 
that did not iloubi (In* justice of this measure, or that did 
not fe(‘l (li.it it inlii(‘t(‘(i a \ilal wound on the first pnml- 
ples of military discipline ;* and the um v er-al el.i.iionr and 
indin'nalion that it <*\citeti, was no doubt t!ie pioximate 
and diici t (‘anse of tin' lebellion that eusued. 

The merits of this unhappy act of pov.cn Icwo b(*oii fully 
investigated in fanxI iiKl ; anil tlie <;en(!'d ojiinlon simmus 
ileculediy ai^ainst th • t loveimiient of Tort St. fb-oTi^e. 
'Tiu* wisdom and e\|;e(Uency of tin' ac t is delemied by 
none; and some of the first I.iu authoiiiies^ in Mno-l.nid 
donbt its justice. The .sut jeci ii.:s bemi l onijdi'leiv ex- 
]iau?.ti*d ; an ! 1 >li'dl say no more upon it, tiuin tiiaf tfuMo, 
perhaps, never was so cmnplete i want f»i l.nou led^a* dis- 
plaj^ed ofthc character of militiii v fi’eio'i:, as in theattmipt 
.iiiadi* to prevail upon Major lioh^ To d(‘c.rade l.i lii.s 

own pr(/lession, liy , inakinir an apolo'^y for h'i\i;!:» pi'r- 
tl)nuei.l w hat 111* (Icenu bi hi'» dutj , and wit it h * « not 
have exjni'sseil ii' ^’et tor liavmii done, \.i:fio;i! an : dimb- 
sLon offrnilt, 'file iiru’'’iiey with wnn''.' iti:'- 'I. .,j "a as 
soug ht, is of itsell’ a proof that tire ( sovi i amt ui ti jtl b«.*en 
precipitate. Mow mucli more nranlv, .ind iliL-ni- 

^ nic iM I . > Opii»'*’r. juiiii lv-.Oi’‘.v a-i. i*,.' 1 'I.'-ti rij.v- 



would it h;i\(‘ hrcn (u have rescinded th<* resoluliun 
'which had heeii (aktni, o?i (he plain ^^ronnd ofri coiivietioii 
that Majt>r lioles had erred from want of knowledge, and 
wiihoid iideniion of ^dlencc ; and such must have been <Jje 
actual scniimenis wliich were enteitained oflns conduef^ 
or (’lOverinnent <’<)uld never have professed ilself ready to 
accept a sli,:*Iit apology. But a lidle stickling spirit about 
supposed diiiiiity^ more worthy of a wroni^-lieaded indi- 
vidual en^ffii^ed in an affair of honour, than a <>:real (i<;- 
vernment, preveiitiMl tins obvious measure, and produced 
irremediable mlscliief to the state. 

On the 1st of febniary, the day subsequent to that on 
which Major Boles was suspended, an orck-r was issued, 
Mispendiii" the Adjutant-CicntTal, liieutenant-Colonel 
Capper, for the same ofleiici*, that of beiriij coiiceined 
in circulating the ofleiisive ludei of the Commandei-in- 
C'liief. The only ditference in tJuj iiicts of this ea^e tVoiu 
that of Major Boles, (they were alike in principle), was, 
that ( 'Oloiiel Capper, (he moment he heard of Major l}oIes\ 
suspension, made a d<‘ehiration, that (he circiiiuslance ol’ 
liis l)<’ini>* with (leneral M'Dowall was die sole ( anse (hat 
had led to Major Boles’s name lauiiii; alii\(*d to orders 
which it was his (llic Adjnlant-t onei.irs) duty to si.i^oi : 
and that he considered all respoiisiliility comiectid with 
the (»lhce of Adjulant-( General rested solely with him, as 
principal. The i^cneious object of this gallant and meri- 
torious ofheer (who was l(»st on his passage to Biiglaud), 
was to exculpate his deputy. He did not, however, suc- 
ceed in that object ; and his free avowal t)f the principal, 
share he h.ui in the circubtioii of the order was instantly 
taken as die ground tor iutlietiiig a similar puui^hmcIlt on 
him. 

f rom the hour tiuit thesi measures were ad<)pled, (he 
state of the army iiiuh*rw ( nl a complete revolution. The 
most discont<*iited had, till this period, b<*en cautious in 
tbeir measun*s, and aimed at no more than obtaining some 
attention to what they deemed their grievances. There is 



no (ioiibt, dial before these orders were issued a very 
jal spirit of dissalisfactioii prevailed ; but there >\iis no 
danger of that takin<^ any mutinous or rebellious shape. 
Many, and anion<f these some of the most respectable olii- 
eers in the army, had up to this dah^ taken no concern in 
those proceedinirs that had offended ftovemment : but the 
Mis])ension of Colonel (hipper and Ma jor Boles (particu- 
larly the latter, avIio, it was piTteclIy known, had no share 
in the councils of the (h)mmaiuler-iii-Chi<*f, and whose act 
of sie^nin«‘ and issnin^if the obnoxious order was therefore 
<*\elnsively miiiihlerial,)efrecf(‘d a complete and darif^^erons 
cliani,^(‘ in the general temper. All seem(‘d to be actuated by 
the same r(‘8entment at measures wliirli they deemed arbi- 
trary and imjnst ; and many ofiic(*rs of the hii^hest rank and 
first resj)ectal)ility, l)(>th in his Mii(est>’.s ami the Hononr- 
ab!(‘ ( Vnnpaiiy’s service, joinod in reprobaiiiifif tln‘ principle 
upon which it was adopted! The Mihsequent efforts made to 
\)i’v\ ail upon Major Holes to sifi^ii an a jjolojry, and llie letter 
( ircniatetl by thecommaiidin^olhcer of the forces, (General 
(iowilie, whicli condemned that otlicei tor not havinif ac- 
ceded t(» this propibitioii, had tin' doulile elfect of increas- 
iiiir tin' iiuli^nation at (iovernment and the po|)iiiarily of 
Major Holes, who was, aftei this act, deemed an honourable 
maityr in a cuus«' which il was tin* duty of every military 
olfi(:<‘r to suppoit. H(*fore the more moderate, and with 
them all those olfiecrs of ids Ma j(My\ service who had 
^iven way fo tlieir first leelin<rs, had recovered fiom tlieii 
error, nuiiibeisof tin- more violt*nt in tlieComp:uiy\ service 
were irretrievably ph'd^ed to violent and [rmlty proceed- 
iiLfs, into which there is no doubt they wore deluded by 
the force of example, and the assurance that llic cause in 
wliich they were en^ed wUsS gemTal, The flr^i of their 
acts which attracted (he notice of CTOverninent, w'as (he 
agi(a(ion and prejvaratioii of an address to the Governor 
(leneral, remonstrating against tin' acts of the Government 
of Fort St. George, and soliciting the removal of Sir George 
B'lrlovv ; and an addres'*, or letter, to .Major Boles, coiiveY- 
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i/i<r U) <Iia< ofiicrr a ronhilm^ion for hi^ .support during 
%\Iial tli(» adth^'sM-i^ (looMieif liis unjust siispi'iiMon. 'rJn? 
(lOvrrnjjnMi}, in an onlor tlalod dio ls( of May, iS()9, sus- 
p(‘nd<‘d (\i|)(un .L Marslndl and Iii(Mi<onaii<-(’(»loiu*l Mar- 
tin, on tin* i^ionnd of tin'ir boinii: piinoipally ('oiicornoil in 
pn'parinic jIm* MuJiinrial ^ (or, as il is Irnncd in diist)i(Jor, 
“ sinlifioiis pap<‘r,”) addrcs^(‘d lo tfio (lovortior (fi'iu'ral; 
anil (he sair.r j)imis|ini(‘n( wa.^ inllioh^l upon LioulcMiant- 
(\)!on(‘l i!>r Hoaonrablo iVrllinrSl. lit'^or, on llie irro'ind 
of iiiN ha V ill*; p(')iii*>p‘d flu' oin id.idon ol’liir Mrinorial in 
(li(‘ » or[)-. oiidcr Ills ('onnnand. Major.), (h‘ Morii'an \vas 
sM^proJ.f'v) f-'r iKMily sliio! *r ir.isof/s. (’aplain .lanios 
(iraiit, ( oni’ii.iiitli.i^ till* l]»‘ ni di(‘ f iovornor, (hnt 
tluMi in s'‘r\ *.(•«• ii> 'j'l tvain'ori*.) !iad sji/ard iho 

i'diln's-. fo Mai n* iJoii . ami. {?f)rn a n,Mjm’nial wnli 

iiU (Minlid Mod i*]» : iM.’Iri , In* d<'»*in{*<i <'oii( »‘aIii!''nl 

oi ihis ac< dish.inouralda, in)i (‘ofild lie icroiK ih* h> liis 
mind (In- projiiii-fy of rondmiini^ lo lioid appoiniin^'nl 

^^llh Ilic lijM* he had pursued. lie uio(r. (In‘j(*l<*n% a 
privali- h'd *(• tif .\Tajor B.iri'l.iy, (MilOai v ^ciTclary lo (In* 
( lovcifio!, ) s| 1 he leasons nVtt had hail him (o 
ihi* ronnn iad of (he hody-'^uan’. oid dcoiin^' lhal Sir 
(icori^e l>arh/\\ niiivlit he i:»!i)rnn*d ot hi^ moiive^: and h*' 
enrlosed (that (hr infonualion of Hu* (xo\i*rnoi' leo-ardiuir 
ihe actu'd sOile of the (i eliii»- of llie army miirljj b*' roiu- 
plele,) a ropv of flu- !<‘(ler lo Aiajor |{oIi*.>. lit* was siis- 
jvndi'd < a (In* L'lofuid of Imvifur si'^iud the midre^s lo 
Major I5“|{ : \u*i(. h do< uiurnL li was .-(alcd in ihe luih'r, 
he had lo'^-< d on die atlmilim) oi (lie tioveinor in ( ouiieil. 
Licnlen.-mi-l 'nloiM 1 K^ihert Bell, ihe eonnuandiui^ ollicer 
of the arljT ’rv, was r«-mov«*d froin all luilifary charii^e and 
coimu:' nd, on (he i^roiin I ( slated in Ihe oidms,) of 

his h 1 y i.’ur promoted the eireul.ition of a ]>aper similar iij 
substance (to lhat addresO aiuon<^ th<' olliccrs undei his 

* 'I’ii.s ( I’.s'lt <iiMl \ii It I'! JuIi’.H-'-. VMS tiansi;ntU-<l lo tlic (iuu-oioi 
iioiicial. 'l lu' (.1 !!'!«• l.iJ'l to lUt of till' othms hi n* ii'nitioaed, 

was bc-jiii; luijiliiatnl iij n.iiiniu? it and jii {iiuinotiu^ its i iicuiatton 



roMiiiK'MKl. Jiinitcnant-Coloncl (Chalmers viis romovrt! 
rrotii his imm(‘diak‘ coniinand, on the charge of not liaviiii*: 
r<*[)orled to (iovernnienf, or exerted himself to repress, the 
exceptionable proceedinj^s of the ollicers under his orders r 
and Ijieutenant-(^)lonel Cuppage was remoNed, on the 
s.mie giound, fioin the statfsitiiation of Adjutanl-fjieneralj 
to which (though he then lield a station of eoinman<l in 
Malabar,) he had betai ap|)ointed : wliih* C*a[)tain ( -conibes 
was <lepiived of his staff otlice ol \>sistan( -Quarter-Master- 
(leneral in M>son‘. on the genmal grounds of bein»j: con- 
i'eineil in tlu'se n'pii'lien’^ible proeeedijjirs. ^Ihis Older 
concluded by a paneg\ii(‘ upt>u die diseipime ami fidelity 
wliieli die tioops in Jiis Majt‘^l3''s srivice had invariably 
shown, and l)> a eompliinent to ail thiKi‘ of !lu‘ ('ompany's 
sfTvicc w ho had not taken a sfuiie in tlu'se n'piehimsible 
(n'()< ‘ceding'., but partieuladv the siibsidiarv lini'e at fly- 
derafitid, the comlncl of whiih v\as stated to fia\e been 
inosi r-alisfactorv and exein[)!:iry . 

'riiouidi the right of snspeuding ollicets lioin tin* s(*rvi(« 
till die pleasure of the (’on it uf Dliv'C loi'. was known, is oin' 
that has been \ery [uoperly vested in (he local (iovern- 
nieiils of India, tlu'v poss(*ss no power wlindi should be 
cxercisml willi sncli exficine <‘a.itii;n. Ii ne\er can bi* 
wisely ex<*i vised in ,my cases but those of most cleady 
t'siablislied iruilt, where tnal wonhl either »-ndaijger the 
andioiil\ of (n'ovrimnenl, oi (‘xpusi- dijMnfy to the 
hlg!i<‘s( iiisult ami dogr.i-I.Oson : uhn h is imh‘«‘d one, e.nd 
|n‘rhaps die most i li.-cfn ib mode »f endaiig* tin;: 0 -' I'xisN 
eman l’]vei> olliem i- loiei/Kais, winn he entcis die 
public seivna*, di.jt he o.ibjeds hrus< If to inibtioy law, 
but not to arbitrary powei . 'I’lno'' aie, Ine.M Vi f ( is has 
Ix'en shown), exln’im' ^’a-(‘^, wi»i<’h en an , \* (pMofi> diaf 
mieifere willi liis light to this junoln ‘im, ; b.sr whmi the 
inline; power is comj)e|h*tl to ae< lOMinn; l.r linage, it is 
boiimb in all suc'h eaw s^ llx' ne< esofy of it*: *.0 

aefuig, by anexp' / le •'ofb ofiii. imImi * ..-f (he mime and 
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of the prooi of its haviii" brcii committed^, Tli(? King of 
England may, no doubt, strike any oilicer’s name out of 
his army without assigJiing any reason; but his adviser 
would incur serious rcsponbil)ili<y ; and an inferior autho- 
rity exeieising tliis great power should be still more cau- 
tious, lest tli(‘ very purpose for which it was granted be 
perveitcd, by the <lestriiction ol that general confidence in 
the justice of their rule, upon which the power of de- 
parture (when the safety of the state absolutely requires it) 
IVojn ordinary Ibrins of law is grounded. No sense of ex- 
pedience, or (b‘sirc to strike terror, (by the mere display ol 
arbitrary power,) can warrant the slighesl deviation iVom 
principles so essential to preserve the t(‘iup<‘r and order of 
a military body under (his alanning though legal departure 
from its usual riglits and privileges. 

ft was a nunarkable fiet, relative to the ordcis issued on 
that date, that (unless in the case of C'ap(ai»i (Jrant, who 
liadcouu‘ forward to accuse hiuistdf + c>r the act for which 
he was punisked) no prcjof oftlii' guilt of any of tin; others 
was brought tbrward. 'I'hey were, iudc<’d^ alino'^t all sus- 
pended, removed, and disgraced, on the gionnds of pri- 
vate information ; wluch, supposing *l true, could not, 
from its nature, ami the resent r.e nl whu h it would ex- 
pose individual'^, be publirly statt'vl. The consequenee 
W'as, that, Tnaiiy of the nulividuals who luul b(‘en thus con- 
demned and punished without a hearing, loudly declared 
their inmt^oiice, and bnmght strong presumptive evidence 
to suppoit (heir assertion. They went generally believed ; 
and a seie ' of theii pirin ular wrong*', added to tJic alarm 

* TIuto may In- somr i.ii» U> Uiis v‘.hicii apply ♦«> *!rrr« t 

a fate, m heu Uiij <ifn( <•( in (/» /» Jir an '•tuiicidual of 
ni'trv thnn to punt'di cs an -’.i/w/i/j. 'I’sii, could, on tbp 

1ST ot'Md), have haidly applu d < .tn a hiir picU xt lo any one nidivi- 
du:»l of ihe many that were pfinixti* d. 

T In *hi'« oflu'i I'rf » asc thcie mu'* no impippn« t> or di^rospert in the 
that conld have Hi.- oihuc*-. .md the motive wh.t'l; 

Piode hni> stati whe. Ik had dipji’, wa^ uiMliv hniiouialdc 



v.-niseil by I lie sweeping* use which fjoverninent ijiul on 
tills occasion made ofits right of suspending ofticers with- 
out trial, greatly aggravated the discontented, who felt an 
almost maddening motive to action in the immediate con- 
templation of the ruin and disgrace which threatened some 
of the most honourable and ilistinguished of those that had 
taken any share in tlieir proceedings. 

The obvious and acknowledged source of the crimes 
which (jovernment had at this moment to puniKsh, was its 
own ael — the lecent suspension of Lieul<‘niinl-(\)lonel(’ap- 
pi*r and Major Jioles ; and it ought to have eviilent, 
tlial tin* oriieis of the 1st of May would aii^ravate, in the 
highest degree, the geiieial agitation which that measure 
had produced; and almost every ])aragraph of this ordei 
would appear as if intended tor that i>l)j(‘<;t. The ili:ink< 
givmi in it tf) liis Majesty’s troops weie no doubt nu'riled, 
buf invidious ; anil, being so, coulil nevi‘i hav(‘ hrcii de- 
sinnl l)y that body ; many of whom, though they Ind been 
led (by the operation of tin* principles of the distinct con- 
stitulinn of the army to whicli they belonged,) to renouiictJ 
f'veiy share in tlic proceedings ol the discontentnl olKcers 
in the Company's service, still participated in llu'ir feel- 
ings: but the useless irritation of this part of llu* order 
aj)j)ears a trifling error when comi)areil to that eulogium 
whi(*h it so unfortunately bestowed on the JlydiTabad 
fmri‘, whose officers, howevi r much cireumsiamcs might 
have prevented tin ii coining forwaid, could not possibly, 
as a liody, have a separate infen-d frmii the lesl of that 
army to whom they vvei<‘ on this occasiim held fortli a<i a 
corps on whose iidelily (o’vmnmeut bad peculiar coiili- 
ilencc. The operation of such praise w.is im'vit diie : the 
Comiiany’s oflicers at Hyderabad wen* not only exposed to 
the reproach of inaction in what were deoojod objects of 
common interest, but to the accuiation of being in part the 
laiusc of the luin of some of the most popular officeis of the 
army : for the discontented argued, that if Goveinmeiit 
had not diought it could rely on their support, it never 
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^ould have had reroiirf^e <o so bold and arl)ilrary a coursr 
of mcavsurcs. Correct iiiformatioa n'gardiiiir tlie temper ol‘ 
this force would have satisfied Government tliat there was 
no fjood i^rouiid for this eiiloj^ium ; ami tin' sliiclilesl r(‘flec- 
tion OFi tli(i common motives of human action would have 
prevented if.^ beiiiij made. 7’he ("ompany’s officers at 
Hyderabad treated the praise bestowed upon tlimn with 
scorn, disclaimed all rii^lit to it in an address to (Govern- 
ment, and, abandon ini>* that moderation wliicli liail before 
chamctc‘riz<‘d their proceedings, they commenced with all 
the z(^al (»f converts in their new career. In tlieir ardour to 
make amends for tlie past, they look the li*ad in violence. 
Their numbers and apparent unanimity inspired them \\itlji 
fatal confidenct* : and this ron*<‘, wIiowitc (‘\cif(‘d to action 
by a weak and unwise attempt todiviik* tlnmi from t lie n’st of 
the army, became the most a<;tive proim^fiT.s of sedition, 
and gave an example of opposition to (I’overmmuil, in 
which (heir repentance came too late to prevmit the ruin 
of many of tliose wlio \\er(‘ betrayc'd, by a ndiance on 
them, into the adoption of tlie same unjiistiliable coursi^ 
'fh<' general spirit of indignation which ihe orders of the- 
. 1 st of May were calciiLited toi'xnte, must have been fore- 
seen , Imt it was p<*rhaps exjK‘cted, that the terror struck 
by sodecuU'd and vigorous a [)roroe<ling woulil repress tlie 
lliis j^piri^ ;iiul alarm even tin' most vioient into 
<»rder and obedience. It ^ucli was tin* intention, the 
measure' was certainly iimdecpiate to (he, end proposed. 
\Vhen we bear in mind the inflamed state of the minds of 
a great nrijority of tlir olficers of (In* coast army, was it 
reasonable to e\|)ec?, (hat the suspen.sioii from the service, 
rind the removal tioiu their coiiiniand;), of a f(*w of the 
most popular (inelud ng ^onie of tlie most moderate*) 
officers in the service, ^vo^ld -(like a panic in a body of 
men so agifaied ? Was if nof iininj likely (hat they would 


• Ii 1 . ('iii'i*', iinniit th t'i.» I ttiytJ'i.u* Jimun^ Uios<* vho weo' «it 

4 I 1 a, « 'ii'.i' ici f* 



dorm this a ropotitioii of Avhat llioy liml before considered 
injustice, and rush on (he (‘x(re»nc of violence ? It could 
have no other ofl'ect; and therefore, if it had been resolved 
to take no steeps to conciliate or restore (he temper of (lie 
army, this was (h(‘ period (before their combinations ^vere 
matured,) that a severe and wise (M)\ernment would have 
chosen to coiiu* to issue ; and, had the daiiij^er been fully 
met at this moment, tliose consetj nonces which resulted 
from the line pursued would, in all human probability, 
have been avoided : but if the object of the (fovernment 
of Fort St. (ieor^’^e had been (lie ruin of its own army, no 
measures could have been more calciilateil to ellect that 
object than thos<‘ pursued. 'I'lic charni'tiT of its acts till 
the 1st of May has been fully shown. It would l)e as 
tedious as useless to dwell upon the many Irillintr but irri' 
latin^ measures to wliicli it had |•t*cours(‘ from that period 
till (lie J^Oih of .Inly. Tht*se measures were, it* not oppres- 
sive, all niaiked by a spirit of the most provokiiif^ suspicion, 
and never contained on(‘ paiticle of that i^eneroiis feeliiu;* of 
noble (’onfidence, which, by e\allinj»* (he (haraeler of 
aiilhoritv, attaches ilio^^e that are waverin',^ reclaims (he 
insiil)onlinat(* to tli<‘ii duly, and, by i^ivin^ a motive in 
which (h(*y have a pride, recalls the most ‘luilty to 
path of honour and virtue. A bale catalogue of a few of 
the expedieiilN to wliicli tln^ < I’oviU'nment lesoifed will be 
siillieient to show tin* nature of the wliole. Some otlici^rs 
ivew* n moved fiom the <-ommand ot‘ c oi jv*, and sent to dis- 
tant stations, witluiut anv reason beini;* assigned; otIuTs 
were insulti’il, by beinu^ ordeied away from tlie Presidency 
and other places at a few hours’ wariiinir^ upon the i^round 
of private information rei^ardni”: tiu’ir conver''atioji oi 
actions, f^eave to visit tiie Presidency was refused to all 
oflieiTs. An institution of cadets (boys) was dissolved, be- 
cause they had a quarrel with one nf (heir comrailes in 
conseqiK’iice. nf his to l.ady Harlow’s ball. A corps 

was removed to a distant and unpleasant (if not unhealthy) 
station, because its olliccis lefuscd to dine with the 



voiQor. But the coiulnci of the officers of the European 
roginioiit at Masulipatam, in consequence of a dispute 
about a toast at their mess-table, and the measures that 
precipitated a mutiny in that garrison, (the particulars of 
ivhich will be stated in my narrative,) forms one of the 
completest examph's of the character of that system of 
irritation pursued by the fiovernment of Fort St. ti’eorge, 
during this short but important and eventful period. In 
viewing this system, we ought not to take any single case, 
but look at the whole ; and we shall find if, as such, fully 
adequate to the (uid wliieh it efiected, of making a brave 
niid inerilorioiis though mistaken body of men rush upon 
(heir own ruin ; and of greatly weakening, if not desiroy- 
ing, by its probable operation on the altarlnnent and allegi, 
arice of our native army, the most essential of all those 
principles, on the preservation of which must depend the 
future safety and existence of our empire in India. 

The mutiny which an imprudent measure of Govern- 
ment (the particulars of which will b<* hereafter stated) 
l)roiigh( on at Masulipatam, was one of the first acts of op^m 
viole/ice committed by the ofiicers on (he coast establish- 
menf. As the Governor of Fort vS(. (Vcorge thought it 
might be quelled by means short of coercion, he directed 
mo to proceed to that garrison, in tlu‘ that I should 
recall tin* oflieers to theii duty. Ijiit his otin..' 'Ti^^asures ill 
accorded with the avowed principles of that conciliatory 
and irexlerate ])roeeeding. It liad long been reported 
throughout the army, that (lovermnent intended to make 
such a distribution of the native corj)‘^as wouhl place them 
under tin r omplele check of his ma jesty’s n‘giments. The 
alarm, and inde<*d ilespair, cauNod by this report, were 
excessive and general. Tin* numerous officers of the 
Company’s army who had become engaged in guilty 
combinations, thought (heir destruction was certain, and 
that union and resistance offered (In* only hope of safety. 

It might not have been the intention of Government to 
make such an impression ; but is it not clear to ihe most 
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common understanding wln(5h reflects on what had passed, 
and the actual state of feeling in the army, that this ini- 
pression must have been produced * ? Was it not evident 
that the mutiny at Masuiipatam had been caused by the 
mere rumour of this intention on the part of (jovcrnmeiit ? 
and could it be expected by the most weak, or infatuated, 
tliat the actual execution of this plan would not produce 
the same cflect in a situation such as Hyderabad, where 
the spirit of disatfeciioii was more violent, and the power 
of resistance as great, if not greater. It is hardly prissible 
to make any other conclusion, but that those who advised 
this measure foresaw the result, and thought that such an 
act of open disobedience would give the colour of unavoid- 
able necessity to the extreme measures + which they then 
contemplated. It produced its natural elfect — the order 


• I hranl this j>lan iiieiitionctrby an officer high on the start', the day 
J-efoir 1 sailed for *>Iasulipatam, and protested against its piiiiciple, a# 
diiii tiy ('oiitrar> to tliat on sshich I had been desiied to act, and indeed 
to cMTv efl’oil of ooneiliatioii. The (iosenior, to wlioin I immedialtly 
<t.itod this fart, .ii>pe.ii< d to me to accord in niy opinion; but, a few da\s 
ni'ier my departure, he was induced to adopt this measure, and to piovoke 
disobedieiK’C to autliorit). 

t Tlio following aic the scutiniints of Colonel Close upon this subject, 
ts e\pn’ssed in his Uttei to Majoi Barelay under date the of JuU, 
i;uv>, and pulilislied in the conr'*pondence laid befuie the House of 

Commons : 

“ It i- iriueially admitted as a sound maxim, not to hazard the giving 
^ of an order unless tiaio lie a fail ground of piesnniptioii tli.it it will hi 
obeied. Froin llu' apji.ireiit i ii< uinstaiieeo of the hiiu, the oi dels sent 
'* to IMcLsnlipatani weie perhaps Ian K lu/aiiled, bnl, allei those oiuers 
had been disobexed, to sfud oidii'sto Hxdei.ibad toi tlie maieli of a 
** battalion, might Ium been k guided an a liiia^me in some degrei 
(‘\rt‘ptionaf)le. The ortirers, who liavi opposj d the orders stiif lor ilie 
“ purpose, are now more foicibly tied together than hi foie. 'I'he 
“ e.xlreme of tlitir pi’OCt‘ediiigs is inert a^ed, and tliur d.iiigei and fc.ii 
seriously heiglitene.!. Their impulse to ait is Income inoie \i< hi)t; 
and aeeordingl^ the loss to the piiblie lausc must In in piopoition to 
“ all these augmentations. Rut llii*! is not all. It' tin- measure of mo\ing 
“ the battalion was meant to be useful, in lirivmg do espi nmental elhel, 
Hyderabad was a^'SHitdiy the place at uim h the esperine ni 



tbr lilt' march of the "Jd bahalimi of the 1 0th rejjjimeni from 
Hyderabad to (ioa was disobeyed, and ("oni])any\s 
officers al tluaf station forced down a pn'cipicc of at 
\vhi(‘h, in spite of their violent laniruai^e, they shuddered. 
This act of open disobedience, acrompanu‘d by a violent 
and seditions paper styled their which they 

fraiisinilt<'d to the (iovernor, constituted the inim<*diate 
<*:roiin(ls upon which (Government adopted the extnnne 
measure of tlni t^blh of .Inly, of calliiii; upon all the 
J*]uropeaii officers of the jiatlve corps to si^n a test of their 
fidelity, and, on their refusal, of separating th(‘ olliciTs 
from (lu'ir men. 

'.riioiiirh a violent agitation certai?>!y existed at (his 
time (hroiisrhont almost al! ranks of (Ik* otiieers ()r the 
(bmpaiiy's army, this airitation had a vari(‘ty of shadt s, 
'wliK'h it is of importa.'U’e to < onsich r. Many olTurrs in 
4 he (‘ompany’s serviee liad no shan* whatever in those 
pvoece(lini»s which had met vvirii tln^ disapprobation of 
fioveriinuMit : but thes<‘, (honi^li lln*)' seveiely condemned 
(he eoiuhict of the disatlected, and ref^reiied their errors, 
roiild not I)iit be alive to the character and lepniabon of 
th('arniy (o which lh(‘y beloiij^ed ; they were, of course, 
anxious for measuies that would retrieve the service from 
that dis<;iace and ruin with which it was threatened : 
and if, was (he natural wish of this class (who wtTc stronger 
in iidlneneo than nund^ers,) that (ioverinuent should 
C‘nd{ :,voiir to reclaim tin* diseonten(i‘d to their dufy by 
&oiiie act that mixed as much coibidcration and indul<^epc<. 


* iii;t !ia\< Imt’i ma.l* , I'tna'u'ion iMn.ia iu»l l>«' '•o .ou 

‘‘ ulirn* list 

'llioso know Tlif (i< of this sTijitTior iiiaii will r»orii lh»' 

r.vfKirl, wlial in«i'>l tnw .m.ii thr stirii^tli of lii> th. liiiij;** upon thi* 
C'UhjiM t, 

’ riio tiial of Jnciitnuint-Culniu l .md lli»‘ i<'nio\,il t'l.nu the 

st.ilf ot sonio olfM'ns oI>iio\i<mis to tin* inalocoiitiiit", w<ii* aiiioiii; 
the lit'inUiids lu 
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for the errors into which they had fallen, with a vigorous 
exertion of its authority as it was possil)le to mix, without 
a sacrifice of its stronx^th and dignity. 

The next, and a very principal if not a miinerous class, 
were ofiicers of some rank and influence, who had 
gradually, and without reflection, involved theiUM'lves in 
proceedings, the scope and extent of which they had never 
contemplated till they liad goiii‘ too far to refraet. They 
hail persuaded themselves that fioverimieni would yield 
to the representalions of the army; and the hope of success, 
added to th(‘ fear of being accu'^ed of (hd’ectiou, luui 
hitherto kept tlu m fiini to the general cause: l)ut these 
men, at the period of which I speak, conten^plated their 
situation with atllictioii and horror ; (h(‘v '^aw themselves 
borne Jiway in a tuh‘ that they could not ie.‘ist ; they con* 
ceived, from a false but imperious seuM* hoiiour, w/nch, 
from a singular but powerful piifiidplt* of Iiummu nahne, 
was felt to bo the more binding becans(‘ at variance witli 
duty, that they were pledged to supporf I lie lest : or, nu^n* 
properly speaking, not to abandon them. d’hi'y were 
sen.sible too late of liaving lost th(*ir anlliority and ('onlrol 
over the younger and more violent purl of the sm v it <•, find 
regretted their proci‘cdiiigs ; but at the same time snv, 
iindei the rigid course pursued by (Mivermm'ui, no safety 
but ill union. This class of men wonhi Inue rnslnd to 
any door that had been opened to thmt relreat; lin y vsould 
have made a stand on any ground that the ctemeney or 
generosity of (.Toveniment had atlorded them; and v\ould 
not. only iiave reclaimed thenisefvt‘s, Ijnt tin* lest ; for (hey 
were, generally speaking, of tlnit rank tind iliarac'tir who 
had the chief influence with the iioops; and, if exiremes 
had been resoi ted to, with tfiem on the side ^•^tioveril- 
mciit, the others must have Mihmuli d, as iheii ^‘fllll!s at 
resistance would have been quite hopeless, fin* last ami 
most numerous’, though ceitainJy the h‘:ist jxiwerful jiirty 
among the oflicers of the coast :iim\, wt‘ie iliosc* who, mi- 
foitunately for its reputation, hud the chief maiiagcmeu; 



ol all tlic criminal proccodiii^s. This party, which c(wi- 
sistccl of a wronii^-Jicadod ami violent old oflicors, and 
almost all the junior part of the service, completely took 
the lead in Iheir correspondence and deliherative commil- 
tees ; in both of w hich a ve ry violent and indecent tone of 
proceeding was adopted ; and the aiitliorily of command- 
ing oiric(Ts of corps was apparently suspended by the 
principh' of ecjuality introdneed in tiieir proceed iiififs- 
But this loss of power was iiion^ apparent than real ; for, 
thoiiijfh the coriunandin^; oflicers may have had little moie 
ijiihi(‘ricc in the committee than the younij^est oflic(Ts, their 
military authority (i^enerally speakiii!^) ri‘mained, and 
that mu‘-t have £>:iven them, where* ver they Irnd the 
courage to exert it, a very rommandinir inliuence f)ver 
the wliolc ; and this cirmnistanee cstaldisht's wh.ii has 
been before stated, that the most numerous, elamorons, 
and violent, were in fact the le.ist povx'rful party in the 
army, thoMp;!i they have assumed a style in the written 
dornirieuts, as if they wen^ the umlispnled and uncontrol- 
led !(*iiders of the whole of the (hmii^arry’s army. 

The objects of tlie ditfen'ni <'lasscs ol’ otlii'crs worr*, ot 
course, as various as their feelhii^s. The lirst ronid have 
no wish, but such a settlenierit as should vindicate the 
ciiirni(y of (jovernnient, and, as far as possible, sj)are the 
character and reputation of the .Ner\ ice. They were too 
well aware of llie nature of those causes that had led the 
discontented astray, not to hr)pe that every eifort might be 
mad« (o reclaim the niisguid<*d ; but th(’y were prepared, 
if such elforts failed, to have acted wiili a forward and 
anima^**(i zeal in support of lawful authority, and to have 
contributed their efforts to r4’duc(‘ men who had shown 
tlicnisclves unworthy of kiiidm'ss and indulgence. The 
next class that has been described required more aid from 
the consideration of (Government, before they could disen- 
tangle themselves from those unfortunate pledges into 
which they had entered. They fell that, afh'r having 
proceeded so far, they would have been disgraced if the' 
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had, by (heir retreat, left tbcir associates (o be pnnisbed. 
These officers thonirhi they could not abandon the cause 
before it was at least ascertained none should suffer for 
what had passed ; but they had bee oine fully sensible of 
the deep ^uilt in which they were involved : and though 
many of this class had entered into a pledge to have 
obtained what was termed a redress of grievanrt^s (inclu- 
sive of a complete repc^al of (he orders of (he fst of May), 
they were not disposed to persevere to the extent of dis- 
obedience in the pursuit of this object : and had (lovern- 
meut, in addition to an act of amnesty, held out the 
slight« bt prospect that the officers of the army would, by 
an immediate return to good order and duty, acquire a 
clMini ujioii the clemency and consideration of the Court 
of Direetors, which might operate favourably lo those offi- 
cers wlio were suspended^ and who were the objeid of 
tlieir painful solicitude, this class would have us<*d their 
utmost efforts to reelaiin (he more (urbulent, and, in (he 
even! of those efforts failing, have employed all (heir in- 
11 uence and authority with the troops, lo hive prevented 
any injury to the state, from the violence or insanity of 
the rest. 

It is difficult to say what were (In* obj'Tts of the last 
class among the officers of the coast army. 'I hi*', if has 
been slated, were tlie most numerous and most violent* 
but the least powerful ; though it was probably judged 
od’tTwise by (ro\ernrnent, from (his j)ar!y having 
throughout conducted (he procirdings of (he commit lees, 
and correspondence, and having always exaggerated its 
mean", and assumed, from a desire to inlimidale, a ton< 
as if it spoke the sentiments of all the offu ers of ihe army. 

One of (he earliest motives to action with tlM\ (lass, was 
a peisonal hatred of Sir (ieoig<‘ Harlow and of some 


* Lord M into lias, in his ktUr to tl.i- t r-minittit’, notirni this 
fot'liii", as forming a strong aud operatiNi- piiacijiif- ot'aetioii !ii tiic mindc 
of tiusc jrifatuaUd meo. 



oliKH'is on tlie general h<iiir\\Iio weir supposed to be 
c hief advisers. TJi is had latterly absorbed every 

oth(‘r. From ijidiili^iiii^ it, they persinuh'd themselves 
tliat they were eompelled lo ih<‘ indefensible exlrennvs 
they had adojited, and tlius found an alleviation of that, 
misery in which a sense of ^iiilt had involved them. It 
would l)e diilieult to state the objects which imm acting 
under the dominion ol such passions had in view. I'lu'y, 
in tiict, did Jiot well know themselves what lh“y (hsired ; 
l)ut lliere weri‘, I l)(‘lievf, very few amoij<^- tJiis elasseveii, 
^o romjiletely uiireasonabjc, as to ap[)io>e of lhat papt i 
called Uir Lltimalui>i^ which the oilu'er.s of llie lljdeiabatl 
force had llu‘ presumption to m^iuI (lovernne. nt. 

^ueh A>as tin* diveisitied teiupi“i ol* tin* mmi'Tous 
cdlicers of i lie C'oiup.iny's army on I he coa^t when lli(‘ te-^t 
was pl‘opo^ed foi iinivetsal subx i ipuou. In deicribina 
/ha:, measure, it is pei leaps moie e>s(‘nli.'d to attend to the 
mode in \vhi<'h it was canit‘d into exc'culioji, diaii its 
substance. Tlie (io\ei!Mnent <»J‘l'oit St. (jIeori»’e had, in 
c'onse4(m‘nct‘ oi tin' inluimalion whieh I iraye tliem fiom 
Miisulipalain *. asveini)h d a held fouM' iumi* Madra'^. 
'I’he m.ijoHi V of tins camp was forim d ol* his Majesty'^ 
irooj s; but (he . uior olbc* is c;t’ the (\)iupan}’s tioops, 
w lio ' ouipused a pari of tlij^ <o![»s, were jneii of wliost^ 
violenee, m wh.ilever ..ituatioii they vv(‘n; placed, (joverii- 
m, u! MJuld < nieilain no apprelieiision 1 ; and ev(‘ry thiiii; 
mi‘ iit lii\e bei'i) expi'cleil, under tin* slii(hfest inariaj^u*- 
mi from iheir ooud simse and modiTation. Sir ff'or^e 
Hallow, it is true, sent for some of these (dlicers, and 
appt “ed lo treat them with eonlidenee in some diseiissions 
he had with them on the stati* of the aimy : but one laet 
will suHice to sluwv tlie chaiaeter <»( tins d'otidence, and 


• ViUt' Aj>p'‘nai\. 

i 'I’lu* rime >. I't’tlu* puiu'ipal of thrst oltuoi'., ('eilenul I Kuko, Colnml 
t'l'loiiol Kl« \er, IMajor amt ('.'i|itain Noblo, will l>e 

ncei lis ,'!( d'i fsiil evulrucr of tlu tlMlIi e'f tlJ1^ riss*ntloii. 



Mm* immoral iinpnN .ions ’\\liicli hi.s romliicf on this arrir^Inn 
was lilv(‘ly to nialvc. liioutonant-Coloiu'l [{iiinli'y (nv!m) 
<’onin»an(l(‘(l llu* nativr oavalry at tlir Mount, and was oik* 
oftluM' n‘'-|K‘(*taht(‘ oHknts wIio won* lionouivd with Ii.n 
i onti(l(‘iU‘(’,) r(‘('(‘iv<Ml, (hiiina this p<*rio(l, an I'xtraordinarv 
roininiliiication iVoni Major l{ussc‘l, ot’anaticmpttix'xciti* 
the native olViccTs of tin* cavalry ai;-ainsl their I jirojW'an 
c'oininandeis. It appears of ihiportanee tf) iusc'rt this 
w'ritl<‘n report, as drawn up l)y the Major hiinselT. Ii 
as follows : 

On the aflernooTi of the *i.‘Jd idtlnio^, S(‘runder Klj.in 
Sulvihdar ( auK* to iu(‘, on in\ reluui from Madras to 
eainp, and said he had l)eeii anxious to see m(* foi 
several hours, as sonn'tliiiiir of a very extraoidinai \ 
nature had o«'(‘urred. 'I'hat widl ina in the vinnity ol 
till* lin(*s he li.id Ix’.m aeeosteil hy a hr.dimm, who asked 
him if III* was no? th(‘ senior olli< it of ea\ ahy, and s.iid 
he Iiad hiisiness o| the oj-e.itest im|)tutaiie'‘ to eommuiii- 
cate to him. He then pioceeded to di^eloM* to him, 
that Ik' had been "eut h\ (’olonel 'Monro t*) iul'oim l!*e 
nativt* troops that their oilii'erN h.id sent in a peiiMoii to 
Sir (ieorir^' Hailuw to he put on l>eii:j[;d alh)\\.i'n < • , 
W'hiefi Sir ( ieor:jie Ii.kI infon\K*d tln ri) the I'sonii r-, ot 
this country would not admit: and, in eofi^eijiiem (* o' 
this lefu^al, tliey liad rcNolved t{» mutiny : that in (a r 
the ofiiemN slnudd juopose to ('O'j.iire tf’rm in se.'/iaj. 
the ]}(*rson (»l >ir ( leofoe, it was ihi'ir /hify to -'jy i*'* 
was (hen (io\‘‘iMor, and that di(‘\ woidd not ai‘t m .'U. h 
a cause. 'riu*onIy way, //< l/ntfhr vvo./, ijf u'/n h l!u 
ihmatid of thr nJjU n 't conhl in rohiiiliid '•'/ 

(akuf^ a nrof'iO {/Dff xif { hr po/, o/’ 

office/ 'i (liid Hit II. d’hal if^m under ivh.in nmiei- 

take to [)er>uade all (lie nn*n ai.'d of.'iv in - to let m thi" 
luaniier, hi* should rm.ix* a Inmi-'Otne j.r.dieei : ar.ii 
he wa> fiirilier infoimcd, tliat ( 'ni na I .Mu. no nl di-* 
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patched emissaries or letters to communicate the same 
to all the iialive corps in the army. That he had no 
occasion io apj)rohen(l injury from any one, as he nii;s^ht 
observ<‘ Sir George had suspended every person >\ho 
acted in oppositimi to his wishes*.” 

Colonel Runiley was naturally indignant at a proceeding 
which lie was convinced (from the whole behaviour of Sir 
George Uailow) could not have his sanction, and which 
he deiMiied, at the moment, to be an impolitic and danger- 
ous expedient of a person who, enjoying a large share of 
his ( i)nli(l<*jice, might have acted on this occasion without 
his kuowh'Lbre. Witli (liesi* ia!|»r<‘ssi(>ns, he liaslene%l to 
giv<‘ full inforination of the circuinsiance to Sir (I'eorge 
Rarlow ; but Jiis n*pon was received without eitlier 
em<>tion or 'tuprise ; and he was forced to coii(*Iude, fiom 
no inftir(* being taLen of it, that the iiu‘asure of wliich he 
complioned liad been adopted by authority. The circuni- 
staiK'e became public aftei Colomd Humley returned to 
cain|), and tlic minds of of the oliicf is were gi(‘atlv 
iiillamed at t}^^ glaring iiKtarim* ol what die;, deeaiicJ un* 
man!\ duplici!}*. 

A slioit ac('oupl of (h ' mode m i\w S-a w.is pro 

jioseil to till! othcer.s at Fori Si. Cieoig'* and dir (‘amp m-<ii 
the. Muiinl, will couv^v, bcdtei tiian any grucia! d»‘‘;;il, .'he 
chaiacter of the inea ui^:, rii. toilowin : a ' ;py of thai 
remaikable docinin n.' : - 

*' U (‘, lilt* umh iogm*d minvr'^ol the lionourabie (hmi- 
pans’.' s(’i\ic.', otj la the iixaI .soinnn inaanri' declare, 
upon our word and hinnnii i as Riitish o!hc( rs, that we 

* ^Jrli^sarl^•^ .1 ri'a,.i tc: ".«u' .it 'uui i^riorc thij pi'iidU -.i -ji 

to all llu* li.'ittvr < 01 ['N. 

t Gov Cl nintiit coiiM iiw h..s.' -uppi* fd irjcu ly 'icep m ;;ihll, iipn) 
vvhoM.* solemn a‘<«;uianec Uni tl;e% li.llil tj|., dblii-atjon 01 ‘’leir * oin 

nuvsioiis biic-li rcham e \\<i. t<i in* jjlienl. it uas cvnleiit, that 1 m <1 they 
« 4 ny sciiim'' tin 11 enuntiy^ oi any ol* Us consti 

tutiii autlioiitn^, they would no! hi\e li;uanled the taifiiie ol' then 
scliCMiics by blickliiii,^ at tin iitlU addMional lliaf would have al- 
teuUod the bicaeb ol anv .■'O buced upon then acc* ptiUice , tiny 



will ()b(\v ii.(* oriK’i-'; ;ni(l .support tlio autliomy ,>i t!.* 
lloiiourahic (lio * *ov(*nior lit (’oiiiicil ol* lo!! .St. 
a^ri?<*iil)k‘ l(» tile (oiiorofthc coniiiiit^sioii which \\c iiulii 
from that (lowrumciit.” 

'I’his t<‘st\vas .st*nt to (ii(‘ commandifiijf officorof tho forn > 
assembled at Foif St. (icor^t* and the Mount, and it was 
arcoin]ianied by a circular letter to the comiiiaiidiiiijf otliceis 
of divisions, which was read lo tiie oHieers of the C’oin- 
pany’s serviet* bi*foiv tlndr signature was letjiiin^l. 

The substance of this letter was an order to assemble i)'.- 
rompaiiy’s oiheers at each station, to ]>ropo>e the test to 
tiiem, and ifistantly to umiovi" from their corp.s all sm !i 
declined to sii^n it. fltey were directed to be sent to sue); 
•stations as the commandiiiir oHicer cliose, and tfuit they 
should titere receive their allowances until the sitiiarion o* 
iitfairs and tfie temper of their minds .should adniit ot'llic ir 
beiiiii employed with advantai«-e to the staf<‘. 

This W'as, it mn.^f be recollected, t(i{‘ first public aj peal 
dmt had bemi m:u!(‘ to tin' oj’ihe ( 'ompany’s si i vici*^ 

by (he t iovmnnnait of Madras sim’i' the otilei- of thi' 1st oi 
May: and it certaitily was not ol a character (alcnlatcd i.) 
hatter tin' teelinu’s ol tiuJM’ to wliom it, was :nldic>sed. !: 
^J)olv(* to their s;'nN( ui’diity, roni pm!! asoiiiicrs: Init to 
the same breath told (hem (hey were ma ttu^^el!, and that 
they wert' to b(' coen'ed m/o ojili I .'utd .snbmi''.sion. I hi' 
hhrli pr.'ii'^es (hat w<’n ' in tics h‘!ter to t/,f* /idt'liii 
atid loyally of his M.i(rsty’s troops wore pojii-ctfy (usl . 
blit (piite nufjccessm y, as fir a'- teijaided (he allec/oiir 
and ol)edieriCe of that par( o( (lie irorvice ; ami coulil tlieji- 

\V 0 \lUl !, iWhl .’..n* luMi n» o;>)w»i tm'O . m . .i.i.: flu ;> 

plan'?. Hut (»l t’l' ■. (i.cn* V .I"* i»«i iijipM 1m U'H'!i : ^ wfu* .• K .iwl:*.*.'* .. 

at tiu’ inonu nt tln^ w.js pi: ‘j ■Cj *! n* hr i;.m ?i > i J.umci " , ..'‘u 

to all til'* . I’l.n \\ (‘iii 'im \n I I ■> -ri - .::i' iti.atM.N. 

“with SUCll U’clni «< l>t»t *.» 1> ' il '« ill i..< .1 iliC V i-i ! . '*■ ;'i ■> J '■ It 

by othci nu.in- iliin a*' nhiurt ///.-p i-.. t i' .'.*«/< <t /•'"/< . ‘ '<• 
as by it (hiIn tluv could unomI Jl-f UiMu.ivti l-.'.'i'; > v < n i. 

alirmcd, .iiid cotitcl mio u luo/inv. O' putoon l.u'l d ii f 

owed to tIu siaU- j|ii> ‘.tiv»d 



fore serve no purposi* bnt <o exasperate (lu* ferlinii^s of the 
oilicers of <lie Company s armj. IJiit (lie mode in 
this ineasiin* was rarried into execution was the nio^t clia- 
radoii.stic <d' (lie (iovernmenthy whom it was adopted, and 
of itself was Millicicnt to aeeount for its complete failure, 
and ind(‘ed to make it very donl)lfuI if it ever was wished 
or intended that it should siicceed. 

No previous (‘ffort whatever was made to dispose the 
minds of the senior and more retleetirij; part of the (h)m-* 
pany’s ollieers in favour of this nuMsure, thoui^li such a 
step (wliieh could have been adopted ni many ways witli- 
oiit the slie-lifesf hazard) ''eeim*d (\sM‘nlial to its sneeess. A 
short and peremptory summons \\u< s(*nt tn every thmi- 
p.'OJV’s olheer of the garrison ol'l ot/ St. fie<)rir,‘, fo . ff.’nd 
at llie (jiKUlersof (h)lonel Conran, tin' cr»mn};mdinL,^ ollicer 
'I’liat ot)ict‘r read the circular letter to wlii<*h I have alliidc'd 
to the astonished ollic<‘rs whom he had assembled ; and theij, 
present iier the informed th(*m they mud eiihei -i^n 
immediately, or ^^o to Pnlicat, llie pl.<ee lived tor tlieii 
bajiisliMient. Can any man the least acijnainted witii tie' 
hiim.uj juifid b(‘ snrpiised, that an ahnost eei;or»d and ii> 
dii>aKi]jl lejet tion was the i'<*siilt ot* sik Ij .t pioe(*v‘dniij r 
Five re:i;im(‘nl:d olficeis oiiU could bi* pre\ ailed ujion to 
siirn jt at this jneeU/ii;; and ihe i(t<nainder \v(‘re imine- 
tli'itely s(‘nl to I'ulicat*. Allhe Mount tin* ti jeeljon wa< 
s:dl jiiore aeneral. Colom-I ifare .had (lie day IjebiK- 
rejiiovnl Ijis tents acioss tin' biid',^e ot' Maniralon, wiime 
al! (lie otlic(‘»s were summoned at an <*ijnuil^ slnnt nolic'e, 
A\ hen Colonel Hare read tin' ein ular lelt(*j, pie^ented liu’ 
h’-I i</r Mt(iiature, and told ihem tJial ilios<' vs ho K'l’iiseil 
t!*eir sii»iiatnie e.onld not be alh>wed lo leturn to camj?, 
they reliised wiili one ipnieial sentinumt, ol indii^nalion at 

* ( iipt.iin >}!! (‘oriiiii.iu«l:nu <ali'> ( . , ai:(i almost all the oilicci:; 

of th( tiMt batt.ilioii oi tiio (ah ii‘^iiiw-iin \\( It' .inioii", f!ll^ iKiiiihci , 

>^liat coipt M|) lo thi'> (laic, rcin.uK.ihlc loi in\oi havincjoimd 
in :in} oiic of tin “«nlt\ oi objcrtiouahh JinMMirC' ^'1 th .'I'si'. It 
''I «>t* thcii ]M t t tluit uuac :,U( It trctUiiiia ut '* . 



tin- manner in Avliicli they had been treated, and were im- 
mediately separated from their corj)s*. 

'riie tost was sifi^m'd by all the stafl-olTicers at the Pre- 
sidency, and by some otiicers who w(Te there on leave : 
at Trichiiiopoly twenly-two signet! it, bnt few* others at any 
other station of the army. In short, the whole number of 
signatures did not amount to one liumlred out of about one 
thousand two liundred, which is nearthe number of oflieors 
on the coast establishment in Irulia. 

The almost total failure of this expedient (if it ever was 
intended to reclaim nr fix <»llicers in the Company’s 
xTvice to their duly,) will not sm prise any man the least 
acipiainted with human nature, and with the temper of 
those to whom the measure was proposed. ’i'ho'»t‘ ollicei'^, 
who had never departed fiom (heir duty in tlionghl, word, 
<»r ({(‘(hI, felt this t(\st, wfiieh a more r<'p(diti()n of llie 
ohligation of their coinmi'sdon, as at least an act of supere- 
!/)«iation : and it was painful, as it had a taint of ‘‘Uspiciori 
ill It. Others, wlio w<'ie in some degree pledgi'd to sup- 
port tlieii brother oHieers, conceived that this was an i?i- 
direct mode of obtaining their individual pledges to act 
against them ; and concluded, from its being proposed, 
that every hope of au amnesty was at an eiidt: whilst the 
more viohmt only saw in it the [)iir’'Uit of plans wliieh 
banished every expectation fnmi their minds td’ obtaining 

* Till- .siiiio! l’i>in]»aii> \ (.iru(r.tt nii> iihiIjh"- w.is Ci»I.)rit] 

rj)iniii;iii«liiiii ilii' aihliLi\, r-liu ku>tv>n !•* hr < c v» ii Ooin mi.s|h- 

(-1011 (>r aii\ -“li.uT \\lMtc\cM Hi tlu* jooci'id.ii'z'’ (d a jkiii <d* tlx' 

ainiy, and lui<l been U-tt» «.l dii that liiouiui lo « oinm.iiKl .n tin; 

IMount. Mui it not ivatni.il lliat a ot {\\'> iiwii < ondin t should lj;i\o 
k'd this lioiiourabh' uaU-t-r ti> t \Mth iiidiuii.ti ion .t |»i(>;.<i.iiion made 
in a mode insultiiii' to hi^ t(C<iinrt n;> 4 man .tiid .01 'din n. 

t To many of lids rlass it must bi cn .111 i-.ed< u Ici-- It on tlx* 
lifjid obligations ortlx-ir <-onimis’»io:i. It otU-icd a t<*m|)t)i..i v uOitnx'nr 
fiom tlieii duty to the .state , and, in d<;in^ so, eiuinue.i in vmo din('o 
the character nf that duty. IJy sivinin^ the l\st tlx v beeame veiiintter' 
ai'aiii.st iiK‘11 whose tiiiilt they hud to u (citain cNtint 'ban-d, :nid liu-I no 
longer^ to snpiiort llieii niimls i:j so iryiuir a ‘‘iliiation, that pica ot’iiidi''- 
pensable iic-cessity wliuh their cummissioii impo-ed. 

D 
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personal soenrily, much less llie object lliey had in view^ 
thron^li any means 1)iit siicceshrul resistance, 

Tlie most iiuidcralc aiiioilij: these ofllcers ariciied, that n(» 
op])ortnnity wJiatever Inul been given to the Ooinpany's 
army of retrieving itself; and, guilty as it jii.ght have 
been, tliey said the memory of its former fame merited 
some consideratioTi ; ami an appeal to its loyally and duly, 
combined with an act of amn(‘sfy, would, they tljtmglit, 
if it had been made to the ollicers of the ('ompany’s army 
with tliat confidence which inspires attachment, have 
secured the iidelit y of a greJit part of them : and if it hail 
been possible for (lovcrnment to liave gon(‘ further, and t<i 
have promised, that in the event of tin* {ondud of tin' 
army meriting such favour, they would retoinuM nd tlie 
‘‘ case of the ollicers who had beem suspimded tf> ll»e in- 
dulgent consideration of the Court of Diredors’^,” th(‘y 
wcn‘ con/ideiit all would have hecn reclaimed to their duty. 
Ibit had oflbrts so worthy, in their opinion, of the clemency 
and greatness of (Jovermnent failed in bringing ail to 
reason, they would have acted with the most irdeni, /ea! 
against im'n whom they should in sucli event not only lia\r 
cmisidered as rebels to th(*ir country, but as tiestroyers of 
the reputation of the army to whieli they belonur'd. 1’lien" 
can be no doubt these wen* the sentiments of many i(‘spi‘ct- 
able oHicers of rank ami inlluence ; and had (iovernmeni 
adopted, on the 2(i(h of July, any such rneasnu's ot’ c()n- 
filiation, it would liave bc<'ii completely successful ; am! 
not only the hazard o* a contest, but all those disasfious 
co.aseqnenres which wcie certain to bi‘ tin' iin'vitalile con- 
serju 'nec' oi comph'ti* would have be<*n a\a)id(’d. 

And can there lx* a doubt in (!»e rniud of any rational being 
but it might have taken a liru', «at tlie very moment 
that w!)ich has been des<,!til)ed was adoj ted, without any 

*' Tl, '■ nus 11j«‘ .snltslaiu f ot tiu- oi<N i tiiaf I o « to he 

at till'' |)i luiil, tile jniiinpli' otwliu In . n 'U li h\ tli<' tfo^eiii- 

Mient ot i’oil St, tit 01 ^e. A copy oi lhi*j ui«hi i> iHiCitiLi in Uje Appeii 
au 



iubstantial sacrifia' of’ either i<s sfrenolli or and 

C(?rtiiiiily with <ljc greatest bonelit to the iiiter(\st.s ul' the 
liritihh nation in India ? 

The jneasnre tliat was laken was supposed, hy ahnost ail 
the ilisconh'iited, lo be a complilion of lhat design which 
tljc (iov<‘rnment of Fort S(.(Jeor<>“e had from tlie lirsi (they 
conceiv(*d) enterlained, of lelyimr solely on the Kin,<»'’s 
troops ; and they concluded, from Hie siibslana* as well as 
the mode in which t!ie step laken on the ‘iblli of «luly was 
carried into cxccntioii, tliat tln^ (^)mpany's iiiiliiary esla- 
blisliiuent on tlie coast was ineanl to be destroyt'd at the first 
blow ; and all were llunefore included in one general inasF, 
as lit objects of suspicion and disirrace. 

(joviniinient had, no doubt, a right to t\\])ect success in 
tln*<‘xccntioii ofthis measure; it iiad a just ivliancii on the 
fidelity and at/achment of his .\rajesty’.s troojis. A tew 
regimc/itsjwho composed pait of (lie Ibitish army, could not 
have joined in such a confedeiacy without incurring cer- 
tain and ind(‘libl(‘ disgraci*: and it Inul bemi the ])olLcy of 
tlie (Government of I'ort St. (jJeorge, from tlio tiisl ap(>ear- 
ance ofdissatisf.n tion and iliseontent, to court the allegiance 
and Hatter the feelings of this braneli oftlie service. Anil 
tliougli no man can calculate the temper that was lost, or 
the eonseijuont evils that have been prodiKU‘d by this pro- 
ceeding, the limited object was undimbtedly attained. 

Sir ( icorgi' Ihiilow appears to have Imd great oon/ideiice 
in the atlachiu<*nt of the native iioops to (Miveninient ; 
which, 1 believe, he idwayj^ <honi;ln was paramount to 
their attachment totln*ir hbiropcan otliei'rs : and this was 
consi‘(|uenlly calculated upon as one great means of carry-' 
ing his mi'asures into jirompt and ''iiceessful i‘\ecntioii ; 
but certainly the fultilmenl of this lio]u^ dejiendi'd upon tin? 
course pursued by tlie Furopean ofiici^r.s who comnianded 
these men. I'liere could be no groiinil to make such a 
conelusioii upon any general principles applieal)l(^ to mili- 
tary bodii's, and mncli less so Iroiu the constitution, 
churackT, or history of the native biaiich of the military 



establishment in India. The difficulty that a body ot 
officers liavo in any service, is to keep soldiers to llieir 
duty : there is little in debauching them from it. They 
are led by example : and to follow that of their officers, is 
both a principle and a habit. The native troops of India 
are p(‘rhaps more attached to their Kuropean officers tlian 
any others. These officers arc to them the only represen- 
tatives they know of the fiovernment they serve ; they are 
the sole link in the chain of their attachment ; and, with 
rare exceptions, their men are complehdy devoted to them. 
The Governor iniglit, perhaps, ex|ie(t, that though this 
feeling would operate in flic first instance, it would soon 
Ijive way to a fear of losing all tfios<‘ M)li<l Ix indits that the 
service of the Company oilers; and that the s(‘poys would 
never continue to attach tlo'ir forlunes to so desperat*; a 
cause as that of tin* officers nui’it soon appear. 1 ’his is a 
natural conduct for a sensible and reflecting man : but do 
soldiers think, or reflect di’oply ? Would not the incnsiscd 
pay which their officers (if they were serious in rebellion) 
would 1)0 likely to give, or, what is still iiior<‘ attractive to 
men like them, a latitude to plunder, have more efiect than 
twenty proclamatiims to recall them to their duty. Besides, 
had this dreadful contest contimn‘d, the passions would 
have had their way, and a few months might have changed 
the character of our native soldiery, and rendered them 
more formidable than all the emunies we ever hail to en- 
counter in India. 

It will at least appear, from what has been said on the 
’subject, that Government had no right to look to the 
tidelily and Uaclinient cf ihe native troops, as a certain 
merms of coercing iheii European officers to obedience. 
But the fact was, tlial lih- sure ground of success, and that 
on which the Goveriinifnt had more right to calculate 
(when it resorted lo extremes.) than all others put together, 
was the aoliou of the virtmnis feelings and loyal principles 
of ihc Company’s ollictrs tlic!ns«*Iv<s, and the total want of 
object, accord and combination, in the execution of tlie 
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ludigrslcd plans of the most violent. It was well known 
that many of those officers had never brought their minds 
to contemplate disobedience; to the state : and the most 
guilty even, at first proceeded on the idea that such an ex- 
treme would never occur. They certainly had hoped that 
Government would yield, to avoid it: and when they lat- 
terly found that result was not likely, they shuddered at 
the crisis which they had precipitated. They had no 
object in view that could justify to their own mijids tlic 
extremes in which they were involved ; they found them- 
selves on the point at being placed in the situation of 
rebels, with minds altogether unsuited to act that part 
V'liicli can alone give a hope of ^ access to the cause of 
reb(*liion. TJiey could not (violent as they weie against 
the (I’overnor of Madras and some others) bring thcJi 
miinls to believe they were enemies to a revered King ami 
Ix'Iovcd country; and they consequerifly wished t<i recon- 
cile the inconipatiblt; principles of opposition to the local 
Cioverrmieril, with a spirit of fidelity to their employers, 
and loyalty to their sovereign. There could be no doubt 
of (heir sincei ity in tb(\se feelings : and, from the clashing 
of such opposite principlc.s of action, Goverimienl had a 
right to expect irresolution, division, and distraction in 
their councils and measures. It was certain that many 
would not join in any act of disobedience, and that those 
who ventured on oppositiiui would proceed with alarm; 
and every moment of reflection would iimke them view 
with increased horror the guilt in which they were in- 
volved, and produce a wavering and lufsitanoii tlial must 
s(K)n have the (dfect of losing them tlie confulence of their 
followers and of each other. 

Under such circumstances, there could be little doubt 
of the ultimate success of (iovcrninciit. in the measures 
adopted for subduing the refrarti»ry hinropean otlicer.s of 
the army. We shall now examine the dangers by which 
these measures were likely to be attended. These were 
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numerous, nml nil of’ an alanninfr politiral ina^nilcicle 
TIu' gronlosf, was the shock which was firiyen by this pro- 
ccediii"' to that altaclimciit between tlic European oHic(?T 
ami tli(‘ natives under his command, which, tVom the first 
esfatdisliment of the Company in India to the present mo- 
jne?)t, had been looloul upon as one of the prineipal, if Jiot 
th(^ ehi(*f, sources of our strength in India. This body of 
ollicers lias been Jiitheito justly considered as the ^’^rcat 
means by which British India was conquered, and l)y 
wh()M‘ fidelity, km)wled«;e am! courage, il was to be main- 
tained. I'liey were comparatively a few persons, thron*!fh 
whom a larire for<‘i£i;n army was not only disciplined, but 
attached to thr pn*sent stat(*. 'riicir station was one of 
more than ordinary trust, their duties v<‘iv sacivd, amt 
they had fora hmg- period of' y<*ars l)eeii distini»''iislie(l by 
tlic manner in which these liad been performed. A pait 


* 1 fill a volume if f wow lo cun r iritf> an\ KrjioMl n t)n 

Uiv >ital wound to inililaiv siiiioMiinatioii i»v tiM% incasinv. Tlu 

)<'l.itioM ot tiiv |)i i>ato .Noidu i to Ua* '>u!)aitv)n lias hi cii well teiiiit-d tin 
J\< \-vtom' t». till aidi. all inuiN iii.i\ hiimw tUi\ olliir vh,iii';r , h'll to 
ili''1uih lli.il itliitioii, iji to di"ol\i‘ tin v^lioli : In'ir hreiU" tin* ohidinicc 
ot till' ni.iiiv to tin ti'W. hi (‘i\ li 'oeo l\ , tlii') piohlnii of lidTindi 

t'Oliition hut tin 11 , It !'■ till* ohi'Uuiivi* ol tli*- di^pi'i .od and di armed 
iiiiuiv ^ it jN lau', and in well ivc^uhited (.uiiiinuiiitu'^ aliuo'l uidi It. hi 
niilit.ii\ hoilie'x 't IS till liouii} •d^idiiiiii, i\eii lo dtatii, of Ilit* uniied 
aiot emhodu d iiiaii\ . 'riic iiiiriu'i huk'* \iliitii h-nd sniiailMiis to llieir 
nij)eiH»i‘, :md tlieM- to one ehiit, air loih liii ohedieiiee of llie few to tlie 
tiwei. .no' tiieNC fewri (o one. 'riiesi leiatioiiA an easily intelli,i;ilile. 
jfioiioiM, hiid ofiMi us jiiti r> st, are s(ittaa-i>t to .leeoiint tor tiu'.se : and 
.1 N n>;n's .li( \ s||wt,);ii lau iic lepaiied. i>iil tlie olK'dieni e of the v\ hole 
hiM. V Ol i.i i' to ihen inniMdiato otfieei -.j that wliieli terms an '.um\, 
and la!)*.! : or- .ii tin tied without the utimet d'in|[;ef id' tot.il di s(ni<'tioij. 
fi \i .'i" upon this ael td ttif it ml. \ssciid)i_) tliat IhiilvO ohsei \ed, They 
' l.M'. e leeiiU h\ a ino.d ti iii'.*<' opi iati«i'. , tie \ have tom lied the oeiiti.ii 
pioiif, .J* lit w/neii pait'di- ih.it <<; p-.se aii.'ii s .ire at i epo'-e , fin v 
. . -. 1 I d the pnneiph t ohedieun mi tin prii at essential i iitii al 

hni'. \iiii ?lie otlii ' I and tin -oldier, pist hue the chain of imlitaiv 
.oiijo. diii.'t I O' ( onmicni < ' , an*i on winch the whole ol’ that >\stcni de 
piin'r ' 'sii ( ji (0 ; e Hai low . it Ins hi m foieihlv lunaiKi d, eoidd di»-- 
(.o oiiiM mode ol 'ii|piessjn» a »/6i///wiof oflkeis tliaii hs eseitm" 
"luh'i / ui .'/ 1 
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or <110111 liad lieon seduced, and misled inlo error, and 
ViKimalely liiirried away, by <lieir passion and resent nuMit 
afijainsl individuals in authority, to the most criminal ex- 
treiiK's. They certainly had merited, in the strictness of 
military laiv, the most vserious punishment ; and it was, no 
doubt, as tar as tin* jirinciples of that law were concerned, 
most desirable, for the sake of example, that punishnmnt 
should bi* iiillicted, particularly as those oflicers liad iu 
this instanc(‘ endeavoured to pervert that complete ob<‘di- 
oiicc w’liich their jikmi ow ed them, info an eim;ine of fact ion 
ami nwolt; and to render the attachment of those under 
(heir eommand, which had been so ion^ considered (he 
safety of Ilnur country, its future banc and daiiiier. That 
any body of ollicers should have, or conceive tliey Inul, 
the ]iower of furtlu'rinjj their owm Aiews or interests by 
means so <I(sp(*rate, ami so entirely subiaTsivc of the 
foundations of all order ami <(Overiinieii(, was, no doubt, 
an (‘vil ol’i^roat inajrnitude : but it should have lieeu recol- 
f<'cled, that the coum^xiou between the native soldiers and 
their l’]uropean ollicers is the eherisheil plant of a hundred 
years: and before ive can account tliose men wis(‘ who 
laid the axe to its trunk, it must b(‘ jiroved that the exist- 
ing spirit of insubordination aiming the Muroju'an oilicers 
was attended Avit h (lani';ers as iminim'iit and as incapable 
<ir reiiK’dy, as (In' evil (hat has been embraced by the de- 
liberate dissolution of tbis i;n»a( boiul of our streiiirlh ami 
safety. Some persims, anIio reli*r to a former <>( casion * on 
Avhieh the Indian army are supposed in Mime ih‘»T(‘(‘ to liavc 
oveiawedllie (lovernmenl intoa redress ol their i^rievances, 
and vicwiiii*; only oiiesivle oftliisjjjreat question, may ar^m*, 
(hat it Avas rather desirable to adopt a measure that would 
prevent the European ollicers I’loni having sm h i(di*mee 
on (he support of their men, ami leach ilu* latter (hat tliey 
have ii duty paramount even to tlu ir olxulience to their 
officers, iu that Avliich they owe the stale ; but it is a j^rcut 

* i;‘‘l anil 
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i’ailacy to conceive tlia^ such a feeling can ever exist as au 
operative priuciplf' in the miiids of such a class of men; 
and if it did, it mual vvcihcn a devotion and attachment 
that are quite essential to tlie preservation of onr power in 
India*. 

Tl^eiiext positive evil that av..s certain to attend this 
course of measure, was the des(i'.*rtiori of that harmony 
wliich it had been the labour of years to introduce and 
maintain between his Majesty’s and the Company’s ser* 
vice, and which liad so greatly contribut(‘d to onr military 
succ(‘sscs ill India. It could hardly be expected that these 
would (for some yeais at least) serve together again with 
those sentiments towards each other which Iiefore inspireil 
them : and nothing can 1k‘ so dangerous to our interests in 
India, as feelings of irritation and jealousy being kindled 
betwixt the two servic<»s. Those wlio Jiave cast away this 
liannonj^, wliich has so long been deemed one of tlie chief 
sources of our perinanenl strength, would perhaps see more 
security to the (jovernment of India in an irteconcileable 
division between the King’s and Company’s troops. But 
Ihcn' is' no danger of an error, in predicting that the date 
of our rule over India will be short, if our (iovernnient in 
that quarter can only be su})ported by such weak and 
wretched expedients as that of keeping up a principle of 
divisum among its own ofticers. 

The hist positive and immediate evil which c<»ul(l not 
but attenrl this measure, was that effect which it was cal- 
culated to jiroduce among the nalivcs of all ranks and 


* Then* r.in be no doiibl .I’tlir tr'illioftlMMib-i i- Oifni whu h a j;n‘at rfod 
wi ll-iJitbinu‘d .'l.itfMihiii t M:nfrl\ windt* niv>n tbi-^ «|ui'stioij. “ Tlie Kiiro- 
'• p'?jn rliarm ti i m Indi.v’' ( LohI MrhUIr oli^eivf" in one t f hih letters 
to the Court of Direetoiby ‘‘ «*niiol Ih- uii-^ed too If tiie natives 

should he aceustomed t«» lu«.K upon iur'.m.s in the llritish servne «jUi 
'* indiMueuee and eoiileinj)!, they vmI! muidl) anuihil.ite oui Kinpiie 
there, ainl uith it the vei \ tew Kniojie'tjs hy A^liom tliat country li 
held ill subject ion.” If this n> (rue of lauopeans in j;en»rdl, and our 
Indian siihp-ets, with wli.il jmitiuilai Ibie* must it apply to Ou relation- 
hefvM'i u the M'po} and his Kumpeaii e<iiiiinjin*k‘i i 
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classes. Our strength in India has hitherto greatly rested 
upon the supposed impossibility of any civil com ’^olion 
among ourscive:. : air! the dissohitiion of tills charm will 
give rise to a thousand doubts regarding the stability of our 
power; and, in all hu.nan probability, excite ambitious 
projects to assail it. TJi** effect is of a magnitude that in 
itself required every exertion should be made to o voitl an 
extreme that could not Imt make so general and (hiiigerons 
an impression regarding the character of our power in 
Indie. It must show our enemies in that quarter tIuU we 
are not exempt (as it has long been belie\ed we we/e) from 
those internal divisions and civil wars whi<',h liave accele- 
rated the fate of the other conquerors of the J‘]ast 

I’liere is one more consideration connectiul with this 
question. The comparative safety which appeareil in the 
«' a* lual removal 0/ those railicaf eausivs which creatt d a 
s[' it of discontent, over a system (»f harsh coer<‘ion under 
the most unfavourable circunislances that could be supposed, 
whether we consider the situation of (lovermnent u’ the 
ai jiy. It is not necessary in this place to detail all those 

' The most violent even aiuons; the ofh- i werr so il.irmeri at the evU 
this mipressioii must pioiluce to their eoniitiv, riiat riu s cmk i'tiih .ivoini il, 
till the last cxtieiiiitv. aii) mention of it to tin i..iti\e.'» tioilci ttirir eom- 
matld . not, lam satj>tlerl, lioiii an} fear of t’dilw:; in then ellolt^ to 
iiebaiirii them from their Juf>, hut fiom a ih-epsi ('t llie j ol'nieh 
a eomniunication : aiiJ those who believe Ifial the ih fe u of this i-oiiieilc 
lacy lliiouirh tin means adupted will lor e>ir piex iit ;'i( uceuiume of a 
similar evil, should leeolhct, that if isjusf as likJy to iidvv an opposUt 
fflVet, and to reiidei thattvd, if hioupht oi. h\ '>;nji:.n * luses. I'ar moie 
daiioeujui. 'I'he Liiiiipean otfieuN inav. iii tlnii ne\t ijiiaiH-i vviilt tin ;r 
local (lovciiiinent, be taii»iit by this faihiie lo le.mue wiih t.'i*- nati\e 
officer;, and to hold out ailvantaijes to them that will me tin ir ino'f 
zealous co-operation, and such a eoiwpii.iov would lose India ft is 
dangerous even to hold an opinion that this I’anpirt can hi pusuvi d by 
any means but the action of a wise, (dupeiale. and m t <io\<nvfMnt, 
which, thouj'li linn and powiifiil, niiist lule it^ Umi h sid>j<el' with tin 
greatest attention to those habits and prineipU •- wliu h ne, tn.tn the fmm 
and character of the eoiistitiition undei whieh llu \ an l).»iii, ii.l.diot in 
their nature, and which can never be disicgaidcd oi uftei.d. d xMiiMuit -i 
danger of scuitiou or convulsion. 



4Q 


raiisrs. Onr of Humii, which oxchcd < 2 frrnt disconlonl 
(thoui;h certainly not rebellion), was undonl)<(Hily tlial 
system of reduction which at. this time threatened to leave 
the Company’s oilleers in India without a motive ofact ion. 
Tliey saw (at the [)eriod of its progress) no prospect, of any 
alteration in their condition that would, by elevating ih(‘ 
service and faeilitating their return to (heir native country, 
make amends for what they lost; and their minds gave 
way to irn'ater despair, from an impression that (hose who 
//nv/ /j<7/crf7/ were founding tlnn'r fortum^ aru! reputati(m 
on tin' redm tion of their allowanci's, look jn> interest in 
obtaining any ad\.nitag('s |o <'OJintert)aIane(‘. what wa.-^ 
t.iken from them. I'liis giievance, unallayed by a 
hope of redress, had an etfect upon the general temper oi 
th(' army that merited the greatest attention. 

|]iit the fact is, tin* ( iovernment of I'ort Sf. Gcnrcci^ 
never appear to l»a\e taken any view of this snbjeet, 
that eompn‘h(Mided those considerations which have been 
stat(‘d. 1’hev seem to have de<'id(‘d every (pn*s(ion, as it 
arose, !ip(»n its own narrow ground, and lo Jiave always 
l)('en fetli’ied in the forms of tlnur own pnx'i'edings ' . 
1 he order for the impositior^ of tin? test which w'a^) pir- 


*• X's ,i puK fol llii'. Ilir filhiwui" r.u’t will suliict'. \f (In* jinii.d Hu' 
tf'-l v,„< junniwliMli fl, .1 iln< < I ^j»ninl( iin , jii tin- iidlnr iiinirii.ijr. 

wa'! (;| ciK it l)\ file cliw-t ri\ li ,ui<l iiiilituM otiirt is ot'( n>\ ('n>Tiu-iil witli tii< 
nal'.M' < Mi 4 '< i<>. 'i'lii' w.i' in.'tintciiii' (I wilii tiio*'!' roip^, tlir Kiiio- 

j>i’ 111 iv «»r wli‘>!i. 1 1 ill mm< d linn ill tiu'jr duly, ollwiv, and ;i ir- 
'‘j.i I'taldi* < rt who hail .vi^iiril tin* tc.sr, and v ax ronirnand- 
MU .1 n 'jjN at MadMx .on his xfinor subahiiar hi incini; liiiti Irlti is ol'lhi'. 
ilcM'i ipt ion, wliiui In intil n'r«'i\<d,i iinuh’ ;i irpri'xi-iiiatioii of tin* < ii- 
rninsfaiicc . Init w:i« > ' ;>i laiandcd loi ooiinj; so, ciiid told it was n gnirial 
rnio, horn wiii< h it " 's n ' dt t iiv d [<iro{i<'i to inako aiu d''^iatlOll. If it 
had i)( (.n d( siiahlo to nnkr tiis roininniiM'ations in tho nativo ];ini::iia:;i s 
to the im M, SI «-h could jx' nn div hau’ In < ii forwaidcd to tlio Knio{M fiii 
olfn or in cojniii.'iid, and (lie pinM'iphs nt'iiulitaiA di-xciplnlc ohsinvcd ; 
!iie an ohsii vaiico i»f tin* ill iiM.il I nil* w. is llic point to whicli ///ipinhiiov 
nltnilud, cifii in a raxc wlitn the opcialion wns wiiuithd to hr hanr 
fill, and i niisi tpn ntl\ win If the mort that was, tlir nrttcr for tin: 

piiiilic iiilrrcib. '' 
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srril)0(l <o (lu‘ ('Ompaiiy’s oflicers, was positive, and vostoil 
no (liscnMion. In stations wh(‘i<‘ »Iio sin3erioiity of his 
Maj<\sty’s troops was (h*cide(l, this chiuartcr of the order 
could (!() IK) iniscliiof: hut few of t*:o^«‘ .iC(jnaiMt('d wth 
the rimiinstances can doiiht, that to ilir wisdom and for- 
hearancc of fiiciitcnaiit-Colonel llio Honourable Patrick 
Slnart, of his Majesty’s I9<li ivirimenf, who took npon 
himself to suspend tin* execution «»f this ]iosi(i\e order, and 
to i^ive lime for the action of reason upoii minds under the 
xsole dominion of passion, may be attiil)ii((‘d not only tin; 
safety of that corps, l)iit the Irainpiilli'y of 'I’ra vancore. 
A similar conduct was observed by liieuh'nant-C’oIoiKj 
lM)ri)es, of his Majesty’s 801 h roiriinent, wlio commanded 
in ATalabar: and by C'olonel (»i!)l)s, of the oOtli reiiriment, 
at l}ani>alor<' : and the evidence of iJicsr respectable' otli- 
<*(‘rs must be conclusive with reo-ard to the actual temper 
of tin* (^}lnpanys oiiicers uinh'r th(*ir command, ou the 
day they n'ceived tlie order-< of (he t?()ih duly, and prove 
to (lie most incredulous, how easily men under tlie inllu- 
cnceofsucli feelings as they deseribi', luii^ht liav(‘ beiai 
reclaimed by means far sinut of that baneful measure 
whicli was adopt eil. 

The forci* at Il vdeiabad contiinn'd but a sliovf pm lot! 
in a state of resistance ; and they commilti'd no act of \ io- 
leiK'e. The impression which (\)Ioiiel (Uose's elfort (tliouiih 
imsiK'i esstid at the monnuit) had made upon f)o(h lln' minds 
of Ihiropean olfuers and natives, the e/rect proilncc'd by 
tlie perusal oJ’an order issued by l.oid Mintoon tin* VOth 
of «luly, and the know Iodide that his hudship was hourly 
expected at Madras, deprived rebellion ol* its (‘hu*t* motive* 
— personal hatred to Sir ( it*or£r<* Harlow. And tinvse cir- 
eiiuisfances, aided by the unremilted (’oneilialory eflbrls of 
the commaiulinii^ oliicer, (-ohiin*! Moiuresor, and the l{esi- 
<lent, Captain Sydenham, imnle a complele* <'han<re in llic 
he*ntiuieiits of this coips, who upon tin; Pith of \ui>ust 
signed (he test ; and as Iheir example' encouraij^eel many 
corps of tlic army, but particidaily (hose that fornuil Ih', 
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"ariison of Scringapatam, in a n;bclIious resistance to 
Government, defection from (he cause pul an end to 
this horrid and uniialural contest : and Lord Miu(o, who 
arriveil a few days after this event, found a coiupleto and 
unreserved submission to his aiilhonty. Had he arrived a 
numtli earli(‘r, he would have saved an army from disfi^race 
and ruin : and as it was, it is not easy to calculate the »oo<f 
which Ills presence e/K‘cted : but it is not unreasonabie to 
conclude, that the report even of his approach went farther 
to terminate the partial rebellion that had occurred, than 
all the violence of (he Madras Government. 

The whole of these proceedings on«:ht to beheld in con- 
stant remembrance bj' ail parties in fnt nre times. As 
“ tJiev have existed for our sliaine, they ou^ht to exist toi 
our instruction 

'i\ . ■ tfo ers of the tridian army they are aw fully in- 

V vjI! not consitler a lew remarks on (lie 
: ' < ' • ^ ‘ i as unbecoming in one who has 

- An n<‘ar (weiu> -eii'Jit vears ; who came 
. c:.iMliood; who'll* * ♦mie and character 

< liicil with '* ■ niioss unction and pride 

. . t, I.., urcjily interested in iheir repu- 

.. y dispassionately con‘id< r llicse events, they will 
cii a‘ly pmi rive (lie danger of (lie first approaches towards 
a mi’ tary combination, inte nded only to solicit a (iovern- 
m< ni, tjul neces.>arily tendiuir to influence, to overawe, and 
to coerce it. The purity of intention a (lords no security 
against this progress. Men who debbe.rafi* and confide^ 
rate wuh arms in (heir hands soon become, impatient of the 
slow course of redress by regular iiknims. liifliirnant at re- 
fusids,or cveiidflayK, vhicli they deem unjust, they become 
familiar with the dan^^crous idea of s(*eKin^ more snminary 
justice. They assemble, (heir passions aie kindled by 
comiminication of f^ricvances, they are emboldened by a 


• Riirk*'. 



st'HM* orcolltTlive ami prom*il Iroin solicitiilions 

to tlji'cal.s, (lii<icuiM'(l (troni Iho grral majority ofthosr (liaf 
use tlioin) ill ihv lorm of pivdirlioiis apparently tlowinij 
fVoiii an anxious desire to a\(‘rt tire <‘vils t'oretold, 

Snell addr<‘sses hriufr upon llnun er^risnn^ and liarsli im- 
putation, \vliieli they resent the more l)(‘eaiise tlu'v are not 
yet distinctly conscious of intentions uliicli merit tluun. 
'riieir language hecmiies still more indecorous and violent ; 
and some of llicir most conspieuons leaders arc punislu‘d. 
Tlii*y ]iav(‘ tli(*n unhappily placed themselves in a situation 
\vli(*r<‘ th(‘y are puslied forward on the road of :;’iiilt hy the 
most vir(nt)i!s impuls(‘s of the human heart — fidelity to- 
wards each other, homuirahle atta< hineiit to ilie distin- 
<:uish(‘d members of their body fieeome sutferers in their 
cause, and Iiidii^natiim ai^ainst what they (under the iu- 
lluemv of self-(h*lnsion) n‘i;*ard as insnpportal)h* tyrann;, , 
i!n[H‘l tliem onvv.ud wi(h iiresistible force. Vonth, with 
all ils »eiujons feidini^s, its iucxpericuicc and its im|)t‘- 
luosily, assumes the i(‘ad in th(*Ii (‘onneils. 'fhe prudent 
and Ihe miKlerate aie either bauislied a.s traitors, <»r ('oiu- 
pelh*d to be in.slrunienf.s of the luort* incousidenf<* ami 
daring. They find tliat they have forfeited all expectalMui 
of a tolerable paidoti. 'fhev "(‘e no hopes ot’ sdety but in 
victory ; and they an* hurrh'd ou l>y fear ami desjiair, as 
well as an<;er a!id n’M’utment, to rebellion. 

Thus lenuirMie> in iroilt the proirri'ss of imai wiio Ivv iu 
with innocence .md Imnoui ; am! (»t‘ w horn eac.h, it’ the ter- 
mination liad been ton told even when lee was far advaueed 
in iinpropiietj, miiriif with sincaity have exclaimed, l< 
tht/ s'crvant a (hf^\ that hr should (in this *:^ria( fhinn; 

Any event of siieh a rebeiUon would be mobt unfoilunate 
to those cn.^aij;ed in it, bwt success would be the ^^reater 
misfortune, and indeed the meisl s^veie punishment with 
which the justice oi Piovidence could visit their «‘uilt. 
Success would every where Ix* a dreailful calamity to a 
body of JJfitish otiucts beliaycil into military rebeilioe 



a<^juiis( <Iio rl\il anlliorhics of ilicir rouniry. Tliolr siu- 
CONS uuuld Ix* I Ik* dcfelriirlion of every source and i^uard uJ 
ilieir own seeurify, and of every lliiiii;- of v^hicli (lie defence 
peculiarly ennobles and endears tlie ])rof(*ssion of amis (o 
a Ib'ilish s(»ldier. In linlia, Innvever, lliis nii.sfoilune of 
suer^'ss v,«udd liave v'*ry biller ag^ravalions. As soon as 
lirilisJj ollicers had oppressed (he lawful aulliorily, (hey 
woidd quickly discover wha(, in (he (iiiniiK of di^sensio^, 
their passions had conceahul from tlieni, tha( (Iny had, 
tlioiiflrh unknowingly, raised (heir arms airainsi lludr 
coiiiilry, which must espouse llie cause of her dele<^a(e(J 
auihorilies*. They would thus be prosciibed and exiled 
by a country, (he Ju)p<‘ of rcvisitiiifr wiiieli is (he basis of 
every pl.m and expeclatiou of their liv(‘s. 

Appieheudiiii' mutiny amon<^ (h(*ir soldiers, revolt 
amon^ (heir subjeefs, irrnpfioa from tlu'ir Asiatic lu'u^h- 
bours, or coiujuest by some European state, no longiu* 
guarded by dieir own couulry, but (Ik‘ objeels of her jiist 
hostilily, (Iiey would fnul llnanselu's aloru* and nnpro((‘e((‘d 
in (he world. In (his fricmdless situation (hey eonld hr 
sup))orted by no generous enllnisiasm, (he child of pn- 
triolisiii and honour, whicli eonkl awaken no feiding in 
their bosom but sJiame and reiuor^i’. Tlu'ir nnmbel^ 
couhl only be ki’pl up by advenlurius, the refnst: ot' 
the military profe-'-siou in Ihirope. The civil wars, in. 
rvitabli* in such a stale of tiling.^, would hr not so much the 
coiu.iMjimatiou of (heir evib, as a reliige Irom sueh iiiteh*- 
rable calamities. 

Ila'u>ily lor the Ibilish olllccrs in India, (I speak not 
paradoxically, but, considerately,) n«> such Ctdamily is ])ro- 


• 'riu'S« .lie not uniim n1 toiisird <111 ( oMtJDiplatif’tn irsult ol 

tilt dislinl),in<'< 1 |»ii I i<\l .1 ^inul ir of il.i II vitnalion to llu- 

'ikU'iJ Dtlit ris .U AiasitJi|'.it.Mi, and t d a It-IU i all Uk' 

JnNstaiico ot tln’sc 1 cl lift ion- if» tin- aiii!\ pUMoiis to tin- orcui icin*- or 
any dcliln'rato opposition t(» ('o\i iiimcnl. \ ido .\]'pviKU\. JLctU‘i li,> 
Jaculcuaul -Coloiwl iVMifo'i. 
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Thj‘y an' suir <)!' liaiinfrd by so many 

“■ compuncliuiis vi\ilin»:s ol’ iialuK*,*' iVoin iln* lhonolit> of 
tlu'ir fiicndsj of their Sovoreii^n, ol'iheir Lelov<‘(l eoiintry', 
ns lo impair lhal crimimil eiierjj^y necessary for the success 
ol* (lesperale e'ilerpri/(‘s. 'rii«‘ir’.s i^ no( a couiitiy, or a 
slate of maniieis, or a system of reliii^ion and moralily, 
^vhieh tiaiiis men to revoliuiomiry slmnm'ss and ferocity. 
'I'lieir failure \Nas, and <‘ver will be, 'eertai.'). lint sucli 
convulsions bi in;;* dreadful (‘onsecjmuu'es the loss of that 
c'{)lleetiv<‘ e.liaraeler which was the soiuce of pride to each 
individual, lon«: re<rrel and lemorse, Ilnur Inuiils tam^ht 
to dr(‘ad ^(‘neroiis and social fiudiiii** ; aiul the most (li^tin- 
^iiisheil of (hem, if not condemned to death, still more 
unhappily a])andon<ul to a dishononrai>h‘ lit\u 

In their native lami they will meet little or none of that 
sympatliy whir h .snj)jv>i(s tin* sutlerers for a »eneial cause, 
'Their diseont<*nt appears* to spriic^ only from the most 
mjiobh* sources. ^J'hose who have n(«t \isiled Jndia will 
not (‘asily conceive that a pecuniary n‘(r<‘nclimem is ehndly 
fell (zc/iii'h it raiUi/ is) as a d(‘i;radalion. bv aii army 
already sullieitmlly excluvled from tin hii»lu'r rewards of 
valour: tirst shut out from luilil.-iry honours^ and (hen 
from that eomix iisation for them wlueii they i.:ul found in 
tile prospect of reluming Ijo^’h- totlu' ex- icisc of i;i‘iiorous 
virtue. Fiasl, aiul woist oi :uL tiny fed ih'.t Ilnur more 
i^l.'iriuii; anil daui^erous i^uiili lias abno'.t eliae'ul ihe lemem- 
brauee ol' ih.tt niiscomluel whii 'i p-uiueed it, nul i^iven 
j)opularily and ('hameter to ifn^e ‘h'*v theii eiiemie>, 
'To till* iiritish (ioverimn‘nts ol bidia l!n*s(‘ deploiable 
ruuuiiieni'cs ar(‘ no! less fertile ill in-.lnn liiui. 'I’liiy will 
leani, lliat to jiresi i ve the obedience of a military body, 
e\ih‘d almost for life in a distant depiuideucv, to l ivl 
bodies who are the tempomry dele.ial.*s of a ( 'onimeieial 
(h)mpany, is one of the mi'sl dilfn: ill jun.'leuis of pohe v : 
that siicli oliedience is not al-^ays to l>e j>ies. .\ed by a 
fii.ad adherence to oHicitl rnle". uoi Ksioied by uiidi- 
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tinguishin.£i: ohsfmacy clotlicJ in (lie g.ub of firmness, Tfiey 
will be lauglit by high authority, ftozo much ought to he 
done to avert a rojitcsf in zehich rouression dws )iot ft nd 
itsplaa*,^^ 

They will feel, that the diflicully of their ])oliey respec f- 
iiig the anny will always be increiiserl at nionieiits when tlie 
rieces?>iti('s of the state requiie extensive retrenchments. A 
wise (iovernnient will pn*pare the way for such rc’trench- 
ments, b\ evidently showing that th-'v are necessary, and 
that tliev are <‘f|iiitably imposed on all classes: they will 
not disdain more partienlariy to sat is f) those distinguished 
inendjcis of an arjny, whose infineiiee over their brethien is 
a ])rineiple of iiatuial discipline. 'I'liey w ill redonblo their 
vigilance to distubute niilifary honoms and rewards widi 
the sirieled (ajiiify ; and th<\\ will be solicitous to di^play 
thc‘ appeaiam’e as well as (lie lealify of kindm'ss towards 
till* individuals of a liody who are ai)out to sutler. 

W hen th(‘ [lassions of the moment liave subsided, no 
man w ill belii've that a (jov ernor, ('onfe>seil!y unj)opiilai I, 
introdmdng or inaintainiiig systems of rrlrenehniont, necTs- 
sary indeed, but most severe, and without preparation, 
without public precaution or piivate com illation, did not, 
by tliese circumslmices, most materially eontiihute to fh*' 
unhappy crisis which followed. The total omission ot all 
(hose means which make rcfoiination popular, o* evei, 
tolerable, will assuredly be regarded as a great political 
offence. It will be considered as ridiculous to call for par- 
ticular proof that a cold and unfeeling manner tended to 
make ptlvations be felt as insults. No man of common 
sense will doubt lliat a popular Governor may reconcile 
men to rctrenclirneiits, which, under a (Governor of an 
opposite character, may produce the most fatal effects. A 
recent example might be found at no great distaiu e from 
Madras, (if any examples of what is so obvious were 


* Lord Mintu. 


t Vide Lord Miuto*;) dispatj.li. 
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n('< pssnrv,) of :i (lovornor * who had imposed ejrea^er 
i<‘(n*nclniK*n!s than Sir Cieonsc Barlow, aiul who, without 
any saeriliee of difirnityj left his o’ovcrunuMil, universally 
beloved. Biif it N\iII not be doubted that tin? tiovernment 
of Madras (Imis eoiitribiited (heir share towards niaturin:;- 
(h<* disioufeiils of iht' army pn'vious to the orders of 
(j'eneral AbDowall. Still less can it be (loul)te(l5 that by 
the snspensioii of Colonel Capper anil Major IJoles the 
spark was struck out which tell oji (he combustible mate- 
rials. 

In the ( iiTiimstanci’s of tie' ease, afid after the restoration 
of lli(‘ siirviv iiiir otlicer by his snpeiiors, it is very mild 
l.mti’iiaiie to call this suspension an act of \(’ry doiibtfid 
justice. And it is most cmlain, tliat an act of aiillioi ity so 
Ijarsh, and of siicli (kiubtfid justiia^, ai;‘airjst otlicers who 
had ^nch a f.iir a|)p(‘namv <>f im're military of)<‘(lii‘nee, 
and villose very fault, if they hail one, must have sprung;' 
liom a zi'al for mditaiy piiv ih*:i[es, was o(‘ a naiuie to 
> I hi ate Ihiouiih <‘v<'ry nerve »»l'an aim\. Whim the (io- 
\einment om <* did an net which maih* two ollicms ol rank 
at least appear (osulliT unnetly fir tli<‘ army, they enlisely 
chani;i‘(l lhi‘ eharaelei ot the (hkpiUi'S. Thi'y drove tlie 
generosity, honour, and jn^lice oJ ihe arm\ into lebellijin. 
'J’he\ sii|>plu‘d |Ih‘ dis(‘onieiit<‘d with llii' colour of ii‘;ht, 
without which no leaders are rv<‘r able to sj'diice luulti- 
fciides to Fe.sisl.iiice. 'i'hey (’\alt<sl pei'iini.iry iri lewinec'- 
into the feidin^s of i:enerou.s s\mpat/iy and wounded 
liomiur. They juade it be thoiiijht disiiiai’elid to al)staiii 
fr(»m takiiiii’ a part in a combination to pri‘vt‘n( injustii’e. 
'Tin* mod(‘i\ih*,' thi! disiiit(*rested, tli(‘ loyal, even ihe timid 
and circiimsp<*ct, weie lonaal into opp isiiimi. — by ''hame, 
by fear, by sympath\, by (hat tumultuous cmiibinatiou of 
causes, j^enerous and m(‘an, which recruit (In* ranks of 
insurii^enls, and i lianiXe (lie murmurs of a tew into the 
niulinous clamour of ihi* many. W iiati'vei the evil lu- 
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rmtionsofa fow may be, \i is always an ad ol’ real or sup- 
posed injusliee wliich Ihrows the multitude into the hands 
of the ilf-affectod leaders. Before tJie suspension there 
existed only diseonteiits ; after it, general disaftedion^ con- 
^jiirary, and sedition. 

'I'he riceessily <»f vesting; the power of dismissing or sus- 
pending ollieers in tin' ( »‘ovenniient will never be (jues- 
tioiK'd by thinking men : but when it is considered, that the 
op(*ration of tlie gc'iieral orders of the 1st of May was, con- 
sidering the rank and number of tin* suspended otlicers, not 
a much less exertion of autlioiity than if his Majesty were: 
to strike a tenth pan of his g<*neral f)irK .*rs out of llie list 
of the army, it will not be wondered tliat this example of 
the precarious and degraded tenure !>y wifndi milita*y rank 
was h(‘ld, should have nniv<‘rs*il dismay, and reiii- 

Ibrced resentment by d< ?>pair. 

The dispassionate obsei ver, after remarking with wonder 
that every expedient wasornitt(*d or r(*jected which could 
iletac^ the misguich'd fiom tin' ill-aflected, or optm a 
creditable retreat for the* penitent, will pause Ixjfore tin? 
sword was drawn, to consider whether general submissiott 
would then have been too dearly purcliased by au amnt'sly 
which should not have excluded from hope even the uihcer'i 
suspended on the Jst of i\lay. 

it will be acknowledged, that the example ofa sedition 
proceeding so far without punislunent, is an evil : but it 
was to be balanced against other evils ; — agai/ist the cala- 
mities of civil war; Jigaiiist (lie mischief of rendering one 
parten i)ur niilitary foic(*in Indlalhe enemies of the other; 
against the evils nf a victory which must be gained over 
the spirit of the army, and consequently ovci tlie strength 
of the (joverimient, 

it will be co/isid('rc(i, whether a iin'asiire, not of conccs- 
iioiiy but of com Hint ion **5 offen'd a prospect of greater evils 


* The se wor<ls ha the i‘oiii.s(‘orihrUisruS'ioi) re^anUnc; the clH- 

iijh.Due" ai Maiiia'-, is llie^ wciv tliuiug iheir existence, gteatly distorted 
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limn a plan of division, such as Macliiavclian politicians 
]iav(‘ soinetini(\s cmphiyet! the public (*ncmy ; — l)ut 

wliicli was now to be, for the first linn*, employed aij^ainst 
the onl y safi*<riiaid of the state : — a plan to nial\<* tlie K iiiir’s 
troops look down on the (’oin[)any'.s willi tin* [>rond con- 
temp! orcon(|m*rors, and the (.’ompany’s army towards 
tin* Kintr’s all tin* mortified pridi* and sec'iet indiifnation 
natural to tin* varnpiisluHl : a plan for snp|)n'ssin 5 >f a rebel- 
lion of Murt'pean ollieeis by ( landestinely ins(i;^atiiu>^ a 
mutiny of native soldn'is against tln*in : a plan for setui 
the (lovernment by dividiiu’ and di^^pirilin*^ tin* aiiny, and 
for fomnlin/j; ^('neral trainpjiilily upon a n^eIl‘^tron^ bal inre 
of oiiiec*rs against solilieis, and ol* can* .iriny an- 

olher. 

it will be aseiib(*d t(» (he imbemliiii!'teinp<’r ofSir ( t'eoiye 
IJ.tilow’, that I;*' xinl not peierivt* t/n* piobnbilifv ot' aiii- 
ii«**.|y beinu’ a! h'ntilh 'irantetl, after open revsistanm*. by f/ie 
hnm.iniiy ol tin* lintivh Administration in India and Ihiir. 
i.md, almost as ;i;(*n(*ral as tlmi of wlucb, l)c*fore (In* sword 
was diawn, he treated the [proposal as every thiiii^ but 
a eiinu*. 

b'nlMK* t ov<‘inmenfs w /' no! lx* mi-( n ib!'* to tjjo dread- 
iiil daiic^ei" wh* h have b(*eii i.c'-'rrd, {‘\ en if if, characfei 
of IJiitish olfn'cis vhonid prev' ’)•:* ''Ueneil t‘\iis troni 
In injL;' ri‘ali/(*d: and ihey will M*e, Imi i. njiih the pobev 

llfMl tl'( II MiDliIr ,unl [»! nil iPt awr"j. ('•//.. '<> 11 /I, f •Ml. •i\t, 1 " 'oi , 111 ? 
llir iJ! 1:1111, i! .Ilia icil nf)(' . I la tli« <!•::) iiic^ I,' .in'i . 

.11 m\ . To li.«\ !■ u '■line (I flic n*iif < t./ili.ir!, tn ii.ivf- pi triji^i . an fJini t t<f 
.111 njii.ni/.i:iiiM ot *‘ic ir an.),-,.iiio< - nitii tlu (.al •• i • - •»♦ 

WDiiUl h.ui‘ ii < «»iiH s lulls Imt if tiiu i-\< U’lsf «a'A L^o’i.i H iis fit Muiicy. 
in pill l\>iiii:u riiU'i wiiu ' ul oin i.ilcd in a iiumtu it m ^ciit i.i! in aMits, uitd 
to liao' In 111 uiit liopr lo oh'. i * ' ♦' t*\tn < 1 » ^pt „ilt, l)r lii . mk d i . „i r , .,i /j, 
uliicii .1 liovi'innu iit int./iof makt , < an lx no mu li lli.i .i" i ui'c lii.nii'n 

ni (hi: .iml a^ to tliu pHa«vs,!ij| KiiuIix‘n'> and . u ividi !.itt *1;, \\} . ri tMt 
I'uodiK’t ol)s(‘r\oil f)> llu- inhuic pux'*’r is inllcMlilu .1 la' srx.jf in 
iiirasiiiTs, ii can have iiu ijliict but lliat <>t aL’mavatiUi; iiumiS 
«;ioat('i crime. 



of Great Britain lias supported the cause of authority, yet 
her equitable benevolence has virtually disavowed these 
measures, by interposing to repair their harsher consc* 
qucnccs. 



POSTSCRIPT. 


Aftkr I had written these o^»^ervatlOlls on llie late di>LuthaiU'(> 
nt Madras, I perusetl a very aide and in^enions ailich* in the 
ninth niinilier ot the (iuarleily Keview, upon that snl>|e(t. 'I he 
fir'll part of that aitiele explains the prom«‘ss ot the \itd< iit prtJ- 
ce<<inj»s of the (loinpany’s otlieers en«a"».d in tlnv^e distni l>aiici‘s, 
and cnter*> into very I'nll discussion^ to piove and e^tahlish the 
fact of their ;^oiilt. In almost ail this )Mir in\ sentiments Jitii r 
little fiom those of the ic\ie\vei. i <lu iH.t, liouevci, aojte uil/i 
the o[)ini()iis ho has staled on the case vf J .!entenimt»( ’olonel 
iMuino. lie loiiceives, that it (■oveininent had allowed tliat 
oth<er to have heoii tiied hv a conit mailnl, it w(»nld liavo been 
a hast; desiilion, and a satiiticc of a fmhlic seivaiil. I tinsl [ 
have shown, that alllioni^li ( Joveriinienl had a full // »v// to 

ait as they did, a coutraiy conduct nii^ht have hoeii adopted 
without any siicli deseilion or saiiitke, .md with evciy pui^pj-ct 
of afl\antai;e to th<‘ public interests. 

'['he leviewei dwells throughout the aitnle upon the iimle 
and Molcnt Alemoiial tn Loid Minto, and a^Mime", with gieat 
advanl.ige to liis aigunmnt, tihil itniav he taken .i'. .i t.iir sju-t mu u 
of the seiitnm nts of all liie discontented oliinis at Maciia^. lie 
IS prolnildv ignoiant ot the emnpaiativelv .small iinmhci ot those 
otiiciMs who ajipioved ot tin.s iiiteiiipeiati* prodnctnai. lie 
eaimot, I think, he aware, that inany ol those wliom In* has 
hlemled in his ijeni’ial ceiisuie, inoielv heiau^etlnw weie In'emlrd 
in the midistinguisliing piosetiption of the (koiinmint of i'oit 
St. (ieofi;e, never saw' that document till it was jmhhshed. 

I have, in m\ observations on the distni haiui s at Aladias, xaid 
iitth* on the ipiestioii of the .•‘iisoensiun ol t'olonel Capper and 
Major Bedes ; hut I eoneeive dl that tin. leviewei ha - said upon 
lliat sij|>|ect Will he »leemed |*\ ihosi who lon-ider it atlen!!\el^, 
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11^ iiioro Ilian solii). Tlic wlioli* of that discussion 

would apptrar to icsolvc itself into a very short rjucstion. Tlie 
art of disohedirnre to his superior, in a military otlicer or soldier, 
ran alone he justified in a rase where the civil law would punish 
his ohedience. A |i;i eat deal must of course bo derided by the 
rirrunisiaines of the moiiicni. To \our tents, () Israel!” 
would, ill the present slate of (iieat Ihilaiii, be an unobjection- 
able iixt. Jl cei t.iinly w as not S 4 > in tin* iel»n of Charles the 
I'irst. But we iia\e onl\ to suppoH' Major Holes on his tiial 
before a civil eon it, for piiblishiiu;, or aidiii" in the puhlication, 
of a sedition" Iil>«*I Amon«r the cin‘uni"tances to he considfied 
ill sneli a ease, that jirompt and nndehher.ile obi'dience which it 
is the habit of an oilici r lo i^ive to the oidei of hi" Miperiors, 
wouhl assuu’<!ly hr our of llir most piommriir, and an Knuiish 
jurv would, I iina::ii'r, hr slow ni co!idenmlniL( au (dlicn siiuated 
as Major Holes wa>. d’he\ would probaMv think, that tin* «re:it 
ainl vital j)rinci[)Ir of prompt <d»wlir i<*r, on wiiiih the cxiMeiirc 
of that armed force which .j^uardt d the c ivil comimii)i!> flepeuded, 
was of too iinpoiiant and sacred a. nai.o** ’ ‘.a\r its plain nn'aii- 

in;’: fiillereil awav liy <a"Uists and I'in ^e i« flec tions 

would cerla'!il\ load plain men to deride, ihai v.e oiif»lil in’t to 
refine too much ii{)oi( such delicate points, am! that no milituiy 
order should he disohe>rd, tin* illr;;alit\ id ’which was not ol so 
ol>vio\is a nature as lo be rleai to ilu* most common understand- 
ill*;. Ibit, after all, the /pisliec or injustice of this act of 
aullno.'lY i' hnl a >inall pail of a ^ei\ lar*;e i|ueslioii. The 
wisdoie and poliev of ihe •uciisiiie, (which is llie point, on which 
the chii*acler of the (lovenimeiit of Toil St. (lcoi"e is rlii.tij 
lonccined,; appear, l-owever, lo be .^iven up even by those who 
.o*c the warm adMicales of many othei paits of tlial system 
wlmJi was pursued. 

'Fhe writer of tin: ie\irw' tiaies what he deems an exact simi- 
hrily of chaiacUr bciweeii Sir ficoi;;e Hallow's ii eaones and 
those adopted by Lord ( I \e, in to ipiell a 'ediiion anionr; 

the otHeers of the Heiii^aLimy ; and mlers, fromai;encral ami sweep- 
in;; ( oiielusion, that the lepntation of these two (iovernoi's must 
stand or fall by the same aimnnents. 'fo those who aie satistieci 
with the supeifu'ial and general facts, —that both Loid tdive and 
Sir (jcorge Harlow exercised jiowcr in Jiulia, that there were 



discontents nnd roinliinuti(»ns nmon^ u p.iit ot itio I'.urope.iu 
officers of the iiati\r Iniop'* duiiin^ tlieir irsjuetive adininislru* 
tions, wliieli teriniiiiited, i>n li<dh occasions, in subinissioii to 
authorityr-'tlie ohseivation • ina.ie in llie (^uailnly Kevieu on 
tins part of the .subjct t will In satisfactory, and lonclusive: hnt 
to such as exainiite tiie partiruiais of these two iniportiint event**, 
and trace to its tine came the defeition of the officeis of the 
Bengal army in 17()0, and then ohseive the fipeii. inilitaiy, and 
manly condint of Lord ('li\e, tiieii* wdi appear iniieJi more 
"rounds for a contrast than a compaiison. Tlie (ondiu t of tin 
r>ffict>rs of the Bengal arm>, their liniitiHl numher, and the aeiual 
c'onstitutinii of the iiatise arms at liiat jn'iiod of oui <{«immion 
m India, inalve a still wider ddleience in all llio^e eonsideiatum.s, 
that render the late measures <»f the (Jo\eniment of Madias, iis 
llu‘y alfert the personal attaehinent and lidelits <>t the sopf)\s \o 
ilieir lairope.in ollieins, dangerous to imr fulnie se<unt\. Hal 
siipposini; the diffeiein e in this iespi< t did not exist, Loid ( live, 
Tilieii aetuallN eiinaj^ed in wai, miiilil have horn <on*pilh(.), I>y 
t!n*<ondnct of ollieers, which the situation ot aliaiis jcndeicd 
doubl\ dis^iaeel’ul, to adopt a nna-MOt* tlu.l was most deepiv 
iijutious to llio^e piiiieipie*) upon li o'o niipne is tourided 
W'e have e.scaped this danijer; but I" tloit anx leason foi incni- 
liiii; a similar Ira/aid ? It lias ne\ei be< *i si.;Ud ibal tlu‘ d;nii,M’r 
fioin weakenini: iht* respect and afiachnieijl oj the si'pov lor his 
olliciT was incMt4dile, and must b* di'l'mlo' to oui |.(*we: 
witliin a sjieedic peiiod. It^ al.iriniuj lenvh m \ has liet-n sImwmj: 
and it is this wlneli imisi be di^pjoved, ainl ihe aOstt/uto //iC:ss//// 
of having had resort to li e l.ibhslad, liehnc llie couf''e piM''nid 

* ‘I'lje wlioli* jMiwei u i- e» flu- 4’(MUfi{a'Hi:iii> s ol the .-^epo^ hir 

and Ifie n.iti\e ollutM s had nii<< !i mi iiiilin in <* Ih.ui tin t iiu<> 

pi.iii suiiiiiteiiis nt'tin- mips An/o //.m hut un, ufluif.ril hi > * 

Jt has been the i.Lhinir nl’in-ai t\\( nts >< ai*' ni '>n{<( i a de tin- etleet'- ot llio 
'»ystf'iii, wliieli \\<u deenn'il b.id. .iinl to tiaiotVr tin* luliiunct iMinn.'lN 
en|0}>ed by tin- native olbe<rs to tin* J'lirotn .in and the lauime's uilii 
wliuh the uativi- iitlieus ;.*,i isp( il at .1 pii»')»i 1 t <*l iivivm: tin n powei. 
t]ioii<!;ii it iiii^dit have had .1 l.ivoin.ible l■ptlatnnl f.n ( Ini c 1 miierit iiefUi 
that fh'speiate expfilinit to whuti IIkv t.aa i«>nil. nunl hive ^MVeji uvi 
to <iaii)i;eroii'- feelii'^'-, 'iinl ponlin ni je.ilen'v nnl di'nn^l in tli.il nnpoil' 
aiit link bc'lvvei'ii tin* Fairopian and nsiiv* • On 1 i*-, mIh le • ejntiieU 4 «in 
fulenci and i i/idiality is jinol es-» nn il i«- <ati iali Ts 



Ill tins in«*fanor by flic (jloveTiiinriit of Fort .St. (jror^r <iiii j)c 
ofHcimtly (IrtnnbMi. 

The reviewer ajipeaws resolved to deny e\ei\ iatt that i:ni 
even palliate tin* o< the otticers of the Madias armv. lie 
teiiiis their desire to submit to laud Minlo a diiVeieiice in point 
of lorin, “ a saving to Iheir juiile, not to their (■on''< ieiues and 
ho is ainuseil with the .issetlimi, th.it the lo\e tif their eoiinti\ 
had a derided op('iation in d«‘te.iliiii; theii f^iiilt> pioceoiliiii;^. 
The iiiciJi who leasmis thii> eiiolly upon mm h events, has piob.ihlv 
never wilne'-sed a sn ne at all leseinblnii; that (d'wlii(‘h he ne.its; 
«»r he would have (liMoveM-d, th.it when passion S(‘i/»'s tiial 
^tound whifh le.iMin h.is aii.tinloned, nn ii .n t inoie ninh r tho 
innneiu e ot fee^in^^ tinn foinis; ainl wilji ninn’s delinln!, but 
not deha'»e<l, tln‘\ iiiiikt* a vain attempt 1« reeoiw ih* the n!o^t 
opposite prineiples ol lomiint, and f.ill, m //- </, b\ thov<- 
viitues whioli aie iinpI.iiiiiMl foodiMpiv in ilun he.iit* to he ei.i 
dicated b> the sndileii aelion, howe\«‘i violent, ol a iiuilU hut 
tiansient inijnilse. 

he al)lo w liter in the revitwv eoiwa-ive^ that he has at oiue 
discoveied the i Iiief < auNe of the l.it< di''lm h.mee*', and the lo 'i' 
apolo^v foi tin* (’oni});ni}’s ot)i<‘eiN eonuineil ni them, in tlo 
con-lif nlioii ol the (’onipuns s M*iviee, and the li.ilnt^ oT ^l^o^e 
that helonr; to it. 'Ihe atmo^jilieic tin s imhdn* is l ah nhtte»!, ni 
Ids opinion, to lehu ..dl just ideas ot '•iiborilin.ition , a»id tin v .iii\ 
he Intel-*, predis[»o^i*d, iioni sm h i.ium’", to an opp<»N|inMi to tlK‘ 
iUithoiit> placed over ihein. Some di^po-.iiion to resistiiiice n.av 
nod iuIjI be found in eveiy eoininunitv, tivil ,n will inilil.iiv, 
that 'Wer existed; and to lli.** exi-^leme of this uinviis.d and 
uatur. I feelin:; evil \ txielleuce of liunMii ^ooeriiiuent mav be 
traced. But h’t us ';ippo-,e tb.it this dispo'-itioii had, lioiii iui.d 
ein uii’-laiiees and olliei i.iu-i'-, alt.inied mu Ii a «le:^ree .unoni^ 
ihe (,’oiyipai»x s ollii n-, jM imlj.i, a> to ihie.ileii ihi' public lian- 
qiiiliitv ; what du» II is piove ? It i-, // tvnr to tfh cxtint 
in thv rrvierr, not an eMus<- f«,i those who piodined th.il cii'-is 
which hits be< n de‘'< liln '■ ; but an * idoi;min, and .i v-u v bnjb one, 
upon the wisdom and Mi^oui •»! th'i'-r iideis of out Indi.in pos- 
sessions, who Ihive not miK lepii -<sei| tins disposition to (>ppos.- 
tion, blit bav.' rendiTed those to wiioni it is asciihrd the nisiru- 
tnnits of the advancem nt of the luleiests and i^huv of their 
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country: and u rofl«Ttlii" mail would probaldy find much more 
to udiniif*. than cuiuhumi, e\(*n in that case’* ulnili is triiiinph- 
aiitiv broiif^hl forwaid to )>iovc this u'^s^ rtion. M hen events led 
a >\isc and iriodciate ( Jo\crm.'r-( rcncral f-, ainl an able and politic 
Imliaii ininisttM j, to prefer a course uhitli rn tainly made many 
ami important satiilices ot oi<iinaiv maxims «»f inie, but winch 
leil to a (juict ami just .setllcmrnf of .ill (ompiainis ; to the pur 
Miit ol a severe, iiifii'xiblt' s\-lein, w!;i< h lanxions only for its own 
(haiaelei'' defemis a pniiesple at the ita/iiid c>l' a .state: most 
pet 'Mils, when they eoiiteinplaled tiie j>ieat end, would at least 
paidoii the means liy wlmh it was obtained, and peilrajis see 
inoie of wisdom and ”eneiositv, than of “ slant n«»l!le(lness and 
“ ab^urditN, " ni llio meannes of ihoa* who i sen ismI their 
jioweis with sucii feiiipin, forhearanee, and nidiiLeiit**, upon 
tii.it nunnoi able oi ^"1011, 'I'lio^' who tr.dt.noui to heap 
»»blo(pis iijHiM llieii iJiimes, m onler to exilt a ii/ini.ii v roiir'*t‘ of 
pmuM'dino, will iimt no supjiort to flieir aimiutcnts fi an the 
tomlin t of the oilieeis of the 11 . imal arms subse<j;'( n! |o that 
iiecii. lenee : that lias lueii <*\.iells llu* levej ^e of what ii ou^ht 
to line been, ai^iei ah]<* to the eonelusions ol the wiilei of the 
ie\i» w : ami the ^leiit ] u>i;h'Ss made in tin di-« ipimo of that 
iiiinv, then sliiet aillieieoee lo e\er\ piiiicipie «>l“ order and siib- 
^irdmation, (p.nUeulaiU on tin* oceasion of the l.'le aLOt.’iious at 
iM.idras,) alluMb a most !•« nm pmol ol llie widi* <ih'iiien(e 

hetwiHii a spiiif ot diseonteiil tail ml o-m lo the exlpiiie of 
opp«*>'ition to autliont>^ amoii" a hodv of nditeis, {wli'', liowe\<‘r 
lost to iea,st*n and dutv foi the moment^ must .s.nui leiiini, in- 
sfiiieted h\ tiuir dc*\ lation, to tiiat oidei (*n^^hi(il tlaii rondi- 
tum d»‘prnds, 1 and a iiiulins «»f t-ommon .soMieis. Men s<.l<|y 
educated mend lile aie too apt io loidnund this i^nat distim* 
lion: ami to that iijiioiaiice ol tin ilithient sh.xd* s of inihtaiy 
tfeliin^ wlmh \.iric.s i'loin tin pioud hut rational suhiMi-'M)ii «>t a 
cuitivuted nnmi, to the nine haint of moihannal ohtdnnte in 
one of a nn>T<' vulijar iinnild, a i;ie.il p.nt of tin* nii.s winch 
occiiued at Madias may he ascnhed. 

• Misiiah.imn s ui Kcii^al 111 ir 'i .iii 1 i; ''. 

1 l.ortl Teijjimuiutli. ; l.^mi Al# l\ ill- 



It lias alwavs hrtn cliscovcrrd, on a near view of human 
adairs, that sm.iiler causes than the S)elf'iiii}H)rtance of man is 
willing to helie\e, produce the greatest ehaiiges in society. The 
diflerciiee h(‘l\\eeii a general view of a suhject, and a minute 
ol>servation of all its parts, is iniineiise : and to this difference, 
more than to an> other cause, I am disposed to asciihe (he 
opposite opinions 1 eiiteitaiii, on in:in> points of this large queS' 
lion, from the aide uiiier of the review. Ifc has, with a lull 
sense of the advantage, <lwelt upon those geneial principles that 
regulated the eomluct of Sit (leorge Ihirlou ; and has enlarged, 
with £:ieat fore«* and ellect, upon their iinpoi lance to g«)od onler 
and iioveimnent. \Vliile he inanitaiiis tios gioiind lie i.> unas' 
s.tiLihiu ; and he sehhun quits it: hut if truth he the ohje<‘f oi 
our'** anil, we niii-t go <le<pi. 'I’heie peihaps ne\er was an 
adiiiiul'ti.ition u hn. li e\ltthii4 d. dui ini’' the peiMui <>,> wjiu‘;i we 
treat, so e\f laordituiry a uu' tme t 1’ gOi>t[ p» in* qde ,, aod .t Ijad 
apphtaJiou of ll’ rn ; <d an in'h-vd»le ie<.aid to toim, .ii«d a total 
neglect offeeliag, as tint ot the (loveinor of I oM St. <»e»;»':e. 
It fioni this lea'^tm, llial e\ei> nmn of imp ii lia.’itv, who 
pci UM'v a !»eiu la! slatMueiit of the hi!*' fiau^Ktious at Madr.i'-, 
will giM- (/t'oige P».iilovs the higlie't pi.jiM*: t;ut if (le looks 
further, and e\ imiiu -i with a juiuui** .iif»nln»n, not (ad\ to^. 
nioasines, hut tlie sea^^oo and uunie ol ilu n e\t % ution , ni'^ .idiui- 
ration will iuf<dlihl> dimmrh. Me will he conipellt d itfionwj. 
perl)ap^ leliu taut l\ , j to uhaiuhui sonu' .ihstru l idea'> it’garding 
fh< heaut\ ofgeiM'ial piinciples, whuh he iii.in lia\e long and 
fondi\ clien^he<l, and (o < oufes'* tlu' tone of that oh‘«or\atioii 
whirii lypeiienee tauglii Mr. Iiuike 1«# make, npoii ail such 
g«’iMial que.^ficuis “ I hav<* lo-t,” '^aid that great oi«il(jr and 
statesman, “ all < onlidence in y>ur swaggering iiiajoi-'*, having 
aluav found that tin liutli lurked ui the little minor of 
iircumsftnur'i.'' 

Ill the co!»elusiou » f llie article ot the review the writer ani- 
madveits on the fit^erijtiou giv<n hy Mr. Petrie of the cold 
and re|)uksive nianm*rs «•! lir (Jeoige liailow ; and in oh^erving 
upon this *' <lelieienry in the eharni of demeanour," tliougli he 
admits it must Mihtraet from the iiiiiuenee of a statesman, lie 
makes ati allusive eompaiisuii (on the ground of common defects^ 
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between his character and that of some of the greatest names in 
history *, who, notwitli-^tanding their defective manners, liavc, 
by the force of tlieii siiju rior genius, been able to cominaiid 
the bupporl of mankind : and, to give more ctfect to this allusion, 
tile reviewer quotes a public dispatch from Lord Minto, in 
vvliich that nobleman ascribes the great nupopularily of Sir 
(ieorge Barlow to “ a pure and indexible discharge of nngrate- 
** fill, but sacred and indispensable dutks.’' Self-defence has 
alone coiiipelled me to discuss the acts of Sir (ieorge Barlow. 
On his cliaiactcr my opinion was long ag<» fminrd. It will he 
seen, that at the couiiiiencemcnt of these dislurbam c-s I confi- 
dentially slated that opinion!. I then leprcsented him as a man 
of excelh iit talent, of uiiMillied integiity, of indefatigable in- 
dustry, and dislinguislicd liv long ainl merit irions services to the 
(hiinpany. 1 still lelani that uj>:nion; and no injiistice of which 
he may be giiiity touaids me, shall ever |>i event me from 
c\})ressing if. I then ioiesaw .fliat the defects i»f his character 
would, ill Ins Situation, probably produce very peinicions conse- 
quences. iMy opinion lias been c«)nfinned bv the event. Kxpe- 
rieiiu* seeiiis to mo to have most fully piovcd, that the very 
c|nalitios which einiuently fit a man for subordiiiafe situations, 
may niifit him for tlic supreme; ami that the lules whnh aic 
iicce^saiy to the gooil oidcr ot many of the infeiior df'partmeiits, 
may, in their uiidistiiigiushlug appliiation, prove dcslrnctivc in 
the genet al administration ot a great stale. 


' \\ illiddi tl'c 'I'inril, and itenuctlji in ^ 

* ''f • tlic Icitiis to l.oid Wflifvifv uud ^11 A. Wf [», 01, o.**. 
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DISTURBANCES IN THE MADRAS ARMY. 




A NARRyVTlVE, &c. 


When the first violent agitation appeared in llie coast 
army I was at ilondmy, in charge of a force destined for 
service in the Ciulf of Persia- A part of this force was 
composed of Madras troops ; and it became iny peculiar 
care to prevent, as far as could be effected by the influence 
of reason and discipline, ,any contagion from spreatling 
among those under iny command. That I succeeded in 
this object is chiefly to be ascribed to the (‘xcellent cha- 
racter of the officers of this force, and to the distance at 
which they wen* from tlic scene of agitation. From what 
1 heard before I left Bombay, on the Jst of May I80t), of 
the transactions on the coast, and the perfect knouleilge \ 
had of the character of the Governor of h'ort ISt. (it'orge, J 
early apprehended the most unhappy result ; and on tin* 
I8th of April 1809, J wrote, to Lord Minto in the follow- 
ing terms : — 

VVe hear every day the most exaggerated reports 
‘‘ from Madras : hut matters are, I fe.ar, in a very bad 
“ slate. It is said a Memorial has been sent to your Lord- 
ship for the removal of Sir iM'orge Barlow. I can 
hardly credit this, though vstated on very resj)ectal)Ie 
autliority. I know that there is a pc rsonal irritation 
against him, which exceeds all bounds: and f is, hou- 
ever unjust and indefensible, will make it alrno^ im- 
possible for him to ad just matters f)y any iiit'ans shod, 
of coercion : and I trust in (Jod such wHl not he found 
necessary; for even success would iioi prevent the ruin- 
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ons cflbcls with which any measure of violence would 
be aflendcd. I cannot but think the great majority are 
yet to be reclaimed to their duty ; and I should think 
one j)rincij)al means of effecting tliLs, w'ould be your 
“ liOrdship’s presence at Madras : and assuredly there 
never was an occasion ou which the active exertion of 
“ the groat powers lodged in your Ijordsliip’s liands 
was more necessary to the w elfare of the state.” 

The impressions upon my mind at this inojiicrit will be 
iitill more forcibly shown by the following extract from a 
better to tlie Marquis Wellesley, of the same date as that 
to Tjortl Minto, and upon the same subject 

Hoth Lord Minto and (lie (!ommaiuler-in-(niief of 
India should come to Madras ; or, at all events, Lord 
Minto. Whatever justice may be on the part of Sir 
(b'orge Harlow, it will be t(‘ii times more dillicult for 
him to settle the question than any other ; for the degree 
of |)erNonal dislike which all ranks and classes have of 
him, is not to be described. This may be, and I dare 
say is, very indefensible: but it exists, and cannot be 
tliangcd: and the safety of the stale should not be 
thrown into hazard, if that hazard can be avoided by 
the adoption of any measures that do not compromise 
its dignity, or permanently weaken its authority. I am 
(piite satistied of the purity and rectitude of Sir George 
“ jlarloH’.^ character. The public never had a more 
'• zealou:- or more laborious servant ; he is devoted to his 
“ duly, and has no eiijoymcut beyond lliat of performing 
It ; but his syslcui is cold and iidlexible, and proceeds 
in its course without the jjlightest atleution to the feel* 
ifigs of those on w lioni it is to operate ; and the present 
distracted stale of affairs at Madras is, 1 fear, VLcoinment^ 
and a mtlanchoUj one^ upon the result of such systems. 
All tlie reforms which Sir George liariow thought it Iiis 
<luly to make, might have been made without giving rise 
t<i any scriou^ discontent, if he had proceeded with that 
“ caution and that attention to the temper of (he, men 
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which tlie situation in which he found the army required* 
‘‘ They \\ ere in a state of great irritation when he arrived ; 
and he was, from his reputation as a reformer and a 
rctrencher^ receivc’d with prejudices- The authority 
which should have controlled the army, acted a contrary 
part, and consequently made their ebullitions more to 
l)e dreaded. All these were subjects worthy of consi- 
deration ; and relaxation from a severe system, till an 
insubordinate spirit was somewhat subdued, and the 
rilling authority foriitied, w^onld have not merely been 
warranted, but have l)ecii wise. At all events, the 
means of suppressing a disposition to violence should 
liavc^ been correctly calculated, "before it was provoked 
to action. This, 1 fear, has not been the case; and it 
‘‘ is most (lirtlciilt to discover any means by which such a 
‘‘ g(‘ii(*ral spirit of discontent, as that which now exists, 
can b(' repressed. As it is iinmixed with any thing like 
(lisatfection to the country, it will probably, if met with 
a tirm and dignilied spirit of conciliation, correct itself ; 
and then every plan should be adopted that can prevent 
*• the recurrence of so dangerous an evil.” 

The following is the concluding paragraph of a long 
letter, dated the 16th of April 15^09, which 1 wrote to Lord 
V\ ellington, on the same subject. 

“ 1 am yet very imperfectly informed of wliat has 
occurred. I shall soon know all. 1 proceed in a few 
days to Madras. I been there at an earlier stay^e 

of this affair, I vii^ht have done good; but that expec- 
fation is' over : niattt'vs arc too far gone ; and there is 
‘‘ too great irritation on the minds of all parties, to give 
“ hopes of reconciliation. You know Sir (Jeorge Barlow: 
‘‘ he is a highly respectable public servant. If is prin- 
ciples of action are all right and correct ; but his 
measures are often ill-timecl, and consequently unfor- 
tiinate. lie generally lea /es altogctluT out of the ques- 
tion, that whicli would <‘ngage the chief attention of an 
abler ruler , — mens minds : and though his cold system 

r 
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** appears excellent in an Jibstract and general view, it 
often prov(‘s rniscliievous in its opcralion. He lias 
another great fault, which looks so like an excellence at 
first glance, as to deceive most : he is perfectly in- 
flexible with regard to every iJiing that he deems a 
principle or rule. Now this is good on most occasions, 
but on some it is the height of folly ; for, in (lie cii- 
dcavour to do a lilllc good, arc we justified in hazard- 
ing a world of mischief?” 

Such were my sentiments, and such the view I took of 
tlie situation of afl'airs on the coast, bi fore I left llombay, 
from which I saihul on the Ist of May, and anivc*(l at 
Madras on the 17th of that month. I was n'ceived by 
Sir George Barlow with even more than his usual kindness. 
He seemed to expect my personal eflbris would aid greatly 
in allaying any little agitation that renmineil ; for, at this 
moment, he was decidedly of opinion that the orders of 
the 1st of May had completely sotthnl evmy thing that was’ 
serious, and that what appeared to rcMiiain, was merely the 
reaction of that seditious spirit which he had siibiliK'd. 
After a very few days’ residence at iMadras I became satis- 
fied of the extent and ilanger of this error, and I laboured 
incessantly to convince Sir George Barlow that he was 
mistaken, and that a new', more extensive, and vioh'iif ron- 
fedcrac V, than that which he had conqiien'd, was in pro- 
gress ; the object of which was to obtain the repc*al of the 
orders oi the Jst of May. His unwillingness to believe tliis 
fact may be conceived, when I stale, that lie would not 
admit ll “ conduct of tlie subsidiary force at llytlerabad, 
who, in a public address, 4 liscIainK‘d tin' compliment he 
had paid their fidelity, to be e\ideuce of its truth. 

1 was not discouraged by (hat strong disinclination 
which 1 obscrvi'd in Sir ( ieorge Ihirlow to credit every in- 
formation I gave him upon this subject, but continued to 
press Uj)on Jiini tiu; urgency of the case, and to entreat 
him to adopt measures calculated to rmnody so desperate 
and general an evil, before it had attained tliui maturity to 
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tvliich it was fast approaching. Tlic great and generous 
object was, 1 said, to save, not to destroy, a body of brave 
and meritorious, tliough infatuated men, who were rushing 
upon their own ruin. They had (I not once, but a hun- 
dred times repeated to Sir (icorge Barlow,) a more serious 
quarrel than that witli fjovernment, they had quarrelled 
with themselves ; and, unless he could adopt some measure 
that would restore them to tlunr own good opinion, every 
attempt to establish order and subordination would be 
vain, as they were gotded on to further guilt by a tortur- 
ing sense of that into which they had already plunged. 
On being, at one of these conferences, desired by Sir George 
Barlow to suggest what I thought would promote this end, 
1 proposed (if the expedient had his aj)probation,) to draw 
up an address to him from the Company’s officers on 
direct opposite principles to those seditious papers that I 
hnew were then in circulation; and to give, by this 
measure, a shape to (hat feeling which still existed in the 
aimy, but which was scattered, and, from having no 
union, was repn’ssed bv the combined action of the discon- 
tented and turbulent. This address was as follows : 

We, the undersigned officers of the Madras establish- 
meiit, trust that the very extraordinary and unprecc- 
deiiteil situation in Avhich we are placed by some recent 
‘‘ occurrences, will plead our excuse for an address which 
has no object but that of vindicating ourselves, as a 
body, from those serious imputations to which wc con- 
ceivc it possible we may become lialjlc, from the nature 
of late proceedings in the army to which wc belong ; and 
“ to assert our devoted allegLltice to our King, our un- 
alterable attachment to our ('ountry, and our consequent 
respect and submission to the laws and acts of that local 
Govern iiient under which wc are placed, and whose 
commands it is our duty, umler all circumstances, to 
“ obey, as those of a legitimate branch of the constitution 
of our country. 

It would be painful to retrace all those events which 
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have led io the present unhappy state of feeling In the 
army, and have compelled Government to those measures 
“ wliicfi it has judged proper to adopt : we shall therefore 
content ourselves with expressing our conviction, that, 
however far tliey might have been carried by the warmth 
of the moment, none of our brother officers who were 
“ concerned in those proceedings which have been deemed 
so reprehensible by Cfovcrnment, ever harboured an 
idea iii their minds that was irreconcileablc to their 
allegiance as subjects, or their duty as soldiers. Go- 
vernmeiit must be fully acquainted with the rise and 
progress of all the proceedings to which wc allude, and 
can refer to its true cause any apparent excess, either 
** in expression or act, that may have marked the conduct 
of any individuals : and it will, wo are assured, separate 
actions which have their motive in generous and Jionour- 
able though mistaken feeling, from any deliberate design 
of showing a spirit of contumely and insubordination to 
that authority which it is their duty to obey, and whose'' 
orders they could never dispute, without a total sacrifice 
of their characters as good soldiers and loyal subjects : 
** and we feel perfectly satisfied there is not one ufUcer in 
this army who would not sooner lose his life than I’orfeit 
his claim to such cherished distinctions. 

. We cannot have a doubt but it must have been 
with extreme reluctance that Government has adopted 
the measures it has done, figainst tliose of our brother 
“ officers who have more particularly incurred its dis- 
pleasure, from the forward share they took, or were 
supposed to take, in the proceedings which have met 
with its disi'ipprobatioii ; and though we never can pre- 
suine to question in any shape the acts of that Govern- 
“ ment which it is our duty to obey, it is impossible for 
us to contemplate the present situation of those officers 
without sentiments of the deepest concern : and when 
we reflect on tlic general high reputation, and the well- 
merited distinction, which some of them have, by their 



valour and ability, obtained in the public service, we 
should be unjust to the characters of our superiors both 
in India and England, if we did not entertain a hope 
that their case would mA't witli a favourable and in* 
dulgent consideration. But we feel restrained from 
dwelling upon this subject, as w'c are aware its very 
nieniioii might be deemed improper in an address, tho 
great and sole object of which is to correct inisappre* 
hension, and to convey a solemn assuranoe of our con- 
tinued^and unalterable adherence to the same principles 
“ of loyalty and attachment to our King and Country, and 
“ of respect and obedience to the Government we serve, 
that have ever distinguished tlie army to which we be- 
long.’’ 

The object of this coddress was to reconcile men to them- 
selves ; and it therefore ceded as much as was possible in 
its expression to the predominant feelings of the moment; 
but its principle was not to be mistaken : and the unquali- 
fied and decided declaration which it contained, of attach- 
ment and of implicit ob(*diencc to (ioverninent, must have 
had the certain oflect of separating all those by whom this 
address was subscribed, from persons who cherished con- 
trary scniinients. But tlie great object of (his measure W'as 
to concentrate and eml)ody the good feelings of the army ; 
to hoist a standard to which meri could repair, whose 
minds revolted at the pr(»ceedings then in progress, but 
wlio were deterred by shame, fear of reproach, and want 
of union, from expressing an open ditrerence of opinion 
from the more violent. I was assiireil at the moment that 
1 suggested this measure, of its partial success, and not 
without .some hopes that it would be general ; but I per- 
fectly knew, that if the senior and nion* reflecting part of 
the officers of the army signed an address that pledged 
Ihcni to an active discharge of their duly to (luvtnnment, 
all danger of the remainder having recourse to desperate 
extremes, was at an end ; for the inilucnce ol the senior 
part of tlic army over the native troops was decided ; and 
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this open declaration \you1cI at once have drawn a line of 
separation betwixt the moderate and reasonable, and (he 
turbulent, which would have deprived the leaders of the 
latter of their chief source of stronglli, which obviously lay 
in their being able to deceive ihe multitude they guided, 
by persuading tlieni that the cause was general*, and that 
many, whom prudence made reserved, would join them the 
moment they ventured on a bolder line of action. 

In my anxiety to reconcile bis mind to the adoption of 
this measure, I more than once modified the expression of 
Ihe caddress; and softened, and in some instiuiccs struck 
out, those passages which he seemed to think were most 
objectionable. I also took every pains to satisfy liis mind 
that it should never be known ho liiid been consulted on 
the subject. It was my intention to endeavour to obtain 
the high and honoured name of(-olonel Close at the head 
of this address; and after adding those of several otlier 
officers of rank and Cfjtiniatioi), whose sentiments I knew 
would be favourable to such an object, to circulate it uith 
an appeal to the good sense of the whole* army. Sir Geoigo 
Barlow ccitainly hesitated regarding this measure, for he 
kept the draft of (he address two or three days, and then 
jclunied it with a rejection of the expedient, grounded on 
his dislike to the adoption of any step that was contrary to 
the established rules V)f his Government ; to his fear, that 
receiving such an address in a favourable maimer might in 
some degree sacrifice + his dignity, and, by doing so, 
weaken that authority to which he trusted for the settle- 
ment of that partial spirit of discontent which still existed. 
It was in vain tluit I argued that the common rules of Go-» 
vernment were adapted for common times, and that in 

* These were the persons w'ht» iUbrirateU those reports fhat were cir- 
culated and believed by numbcr.s r* ^p^cting promises of aid and support 
from tbc ofiirers of Bcnij^al and Bombay. 

t Thie/rar of beinff dunifihl qfra'td, is, perhaps, of all motives of human 
action one of the weak, .-t, tlunigh it wears a mask of boldness, and under 
that is often productive of infinite mischief. 
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rmorooncios like tlic present, which presented nothing but 
ililliculth's, tliose sliould be chosen which were likeliebt to 
efhvl th(‘ object at the least hazard to the slate. All my 
reasonin:!: was i/iefl‘ectufil ; and 1 was most reluctantly 
conip(‘lle(J to abandon this project, from wliich 1 at that 
moineiit expected ^r<»at success. Every future event has 
satistied my miiid J was not too san<vuine. I conscientiously 
believe, if it had been adopted, though numbers might, by 
th<*ir obsiiiiacy iuid violence, have merited and received 
punisliment, yet the large body of Company’s oflicers on 
the Madras establishment woidd have restored the cha- 
ract(*r of (lie army to which they belonged. The extremes 
which have occurred, with all their baneful, and perhaps 
irremediable coris('<|iienc<‘s, would have been avoided ; and 
assuredly (lie prospect even of attaining such ends and of 
averting such evils, was worth a slight departure from a 
common rule, and migliMiave jiisti/ied some small devia- 
tion from the rigid system pursued by the Covenuneiit of 
Madras. 

To show' in the most convincing lighi the correct view 1 
took at (hat moment of the actual state of utfairs, and the 
very opposite seiiliments onteitained by Sir George Barlow, 

J sliall here quote some passages from tlie private hitters 
that I wrote from the od to (he J,5(h of June, (which in- 
cludes (!i<‘ wliole of (lie period of ^^hich I am now speak- 
ing.) to J.ord iMinto and his private secretary. The fol- 
lowing is a copy oi'my letter to Lord Minto of the ^d of 
June. 

1 have (Iclaycul from day to day writing to your Lord- 
sliip, till I could inform myself of (he real state of afl'airs 
at this distracted Presidency ; and I wish I could, in 
discharging my iluty towards you, confirm those ini- 
prossions which I fnluxe you haw received^ of the 
general gooil effect produced by (he orders of the 1st 
of May, and of tlie return of the officers of this Presi- 
dency to the principles of good order and subordination. 
The very contrary 1 believe to be the fact : and lam 
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satisfied that general spirit of discontent ivhich lias long 
pervaded this army, had never more danger in it than 
at this moment. I differ with Sir George Barlow (who 
has behaved with tlie most flattering kindness to me, and 
given me his complete* confidence,) upon this point; 
but I have too good a reason to rely upon my sources 
of information. Besides, C^un there be a greater indi- 
cation of this spirit than has been exhibiteil in the con- 
duct of the subsidiary force at Hyderabad ? They have, 
in an address to the wliole army, disclaiiiK il all title to 
the thanks bestowed upon them, and pulilicly avowed, 
tlial they not only shared the sentiments of the army, 
as expressed in their former addresses, but felt cle(?ply 
for their brotluT olficers, who had been arbitrarily siis- 
pended for just and honourable actions, and were deter- 
mined to contribute to their support in a firm, h'gal, and 
moderate manner. These are, as n(‘arly as my memory 
serves, the words of this address : but a copy has pro- 
bably been sent to your Lordship ; as one has, I under- 
stand, been received at head-quarters. Nothing can 
exceed the present irritation : and it has, 1 am assured, 
gone much greater lengths than Sir (ieorge Barlow can 
bring himself to believe. 1 confess I am not w ithout 
‘‘ some apprehension of iiiisfurtuiie : and however relnc- 
taut my mind is to believe that men can ever be so des- 
poratc as to forget their duty to their country, I cannot 
resist evulence ; and I certainly Jiave seen what con- 
** vinccs mo that the most dangerous combinations are 
formed, and conducted on principles entirely liostilc to 
order and good government. 1 have most frequent, 
and indeed daily, communications with Sir George 
Barlow upon this subject ; and have not only given him 
every information J poss<\vs, but every opinion I have 
formed ; and have the highest reason to be sal isfied with 

* I tlioHgiit so at that period, though 1 have bten si.scc ('ou\iuc(‘a I 
was mistaken. 
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the manner in which my communications are received. 
He is as satisfied as I am, that the best reliance which 
Government has at this moment, is th<* remaining good 
feeling of the army itself. We differ a little as to the 
best means of bringing this into action. lie is adverse 
to every expedient that is mt in consistence with usage, 
1 think that those means are best which will most speedily 
effect the object in a manner that will be satisfactory to 
the pride and loyal feelings of the great majority of the 
army, and yet not compromise in the slightest degree 
the dignity of Government. The irritation that has 
been caused and kcj)t up by those acts, wliich Govern- 
inent has taken from private information or reports of 
speeches at table, &c. is not to l)e conceived. The 
most extreme emergency can only justify any public 
authority opening .such dangerous and susj)iciou.s chan- 
nels, and they slum Id be closed the inoim'nt tlur danger 
is past. At present I am safisti(‘(i, (and so is Sir (icorge 
Barlow,) it is betlcM* to incur any hazard than have fur- 
(her resort to such unpopular and uncertain means of 
detecting delinquency : and h(‘ is resob ed to let military 
law have its free course, in the conviction, that his best 
chance of reclaiming a body of liononrable though inis- 
guided men, to their duty, is ])y showing he has not lost 
contidence in them. 

Sir (leorge Barlow lias hopes this agitation w ill sub- 
side* of itself. J cannot think so. They are inad<lentd 
with a thonsiind retlectioiis, and with none more than 
the shame and ruin which their rash proceedings have 
brought on some of the most popular of their brother 
officers. They have, in fact, not only quarrelh'd Atith 
Government, but with thciiiselves ; and such quarrels 

* Sir George Karlow iiol only thought so, hiit must, liom the (fovernor 
General's letter t(» the secret eoiuniilte** ufiiie ol'Oetuber IhOe, have 
coii\ e\ eil the Slime inipiession to Losii .Mniio. 'J'he merit ol toresight 
A\ill not asMiredly he rlaiincd a** one amoiii; the talents that uere displayed 

by the Governor of Fort St. George npon tins im-inoraMe oeeasion. 
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arc difticult to sctllc. Besides, (bey arc secretly fifoaded 
on by a thousand discontented men, who, deteated in 
other objects, wish to throw this (government into con- 
fusion.”' 

On (he Jl2th ofiFune f a^nin wrote to his lordsliip: 

1 wish 1 could say affairs here were in a better state ; 
but 1 cannot yet ai^ree with Sir Georoe Harlow that the 
discontent is subsiding. Address(\s have come from 
every ])art of the army to the principal ollifccrs siis- 
pended by the orilers of the Jst of May, containing 
assiiranc<s of support, &c. Tlicse, fortufiately, have 
not yet bci‘n brought under the eye of Government. I 
say fortunately ; because it would be impo'^sible for (jo* 
veinment, in consistence with its ])ast proc(‘'’dings, to 
‘‘ pass such addresses unnoticed; and I should regret to 
s<‘e it obliged to notice them at a moment when the good 
sense and good feeling of the* army si‘cm.s lost, and the 
whole appears under the intiuence of blind passion. Sir 
(looige Barlow has juit an end toall proceedings grounded 
on private information, and has resolved to maintain that 
dignitied lino which never stoops to suspicion, ami makes 
men wortliy of conlidcnce by boldly giving it to them. 
If (his is persevered in ^ it will do great good ; for it will 
excite into action the remainmg good feeling of the 
“ army, which, tliougli dormant, must be considerable ; 
and wliicli forms, at this moment, the great, if not the 
only, sMengtli of (Government,” 

And upon the loth of .Inne I wrote to Ids lawdship’s son 
and private secretary, Mr. John lilliott, as follows : 

With regard to this army 1 have already written to 
liOrd Minto, 1 am satisfied he lias never had a full idea 
of the danger to which the public interests are exposed, 
“ or I think lie would liavo come to this spot. I am far 
from meaning to state that Sir George Barlow has not 
communicated all he knew or thought : but, in the first 
place, I am satisfied he has been, generally speaking, 
badly informed ; and, in the next, he has been ciidea-^ 
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vouring to persuade himself that there was no danger, 
and even now he tries to think every thing will subside ; 
though ho knows (for I have told him) that papers of 
the most objectionable nature arc in circulation, and that 
the most viohmt measures have been, and are, contem- 
plated. It is inipt)ssil>le to convey to men who are calm 
and think rationally, any idea of the state of this army. 
All tlie respectable men in it appear to suffer a set of 
inad-headed boys to take tlic lead : and the greatest 
merit I see any man claim, is that of being passive ; 
tlioughall confess it is a period at which one step will 
involve the country in all the horrors of a civil war : 
and there are numbers (such is I lie insanity that has got 
head,) tliat di'sire to accelerate that event. 

Foil may he satisfied I would not even hint at a state 
of affairs so shocking to contemplate, if I had not the 
strongest grounds for what f state: bid I have seen the 
greater part of their correspondence, amlknOii\ and have 
informal Sir G(or^c Iia)lozc^ of the extent to which 
matters have proceeihMl, and of the increase of irritation 
that has been lately produced : particularly by that ill- 
judged and unmerited eoinpliment to the force at II3'- 
“ derabad, wlio, from being moderate, have, with the 
customary zi'al of converts, become the most violent ; 
and would (but for the liniely exercise of Colonel Mon- 
tresor’s personal influence,) have forced a j>aper a few 
<la3's ago upon Govenuiient, w hieli it must have noticed 
most seriously ; and that riotici! was expected by some 
of the maddest to be tlie signal of some very violent mea- 
siires. This romonslraiice, as I said before, lias been 
sto[)t ; but I here is, I fear, too much reason to concludi* 
others of the same character will be forwarded. I know 
not Avhetlicr I ord Minto is iiiformcti of all these circnni- 
“ stances ; but it is proper he should know them, as they 
refer to one of the most serious dangers that can assail 
the Empire under his cliargc. I en joy Sir George Bar- 
low’s fullest confidence upon tliis subject ; but he lias, 
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** I believe, ?nore congenial connseUors^ who are fonder of 
maintaining the consistency of Governnientinxm paper, 
‘‘ than of tranquillizing th(‘ minds of a meritorious and 
honourable, though misguided body of men : but as- 
surcdly every means should be adopted which human 
wisdom can suggest, to reclaim them to temper and at- 
tacliment, provided always such means do not compro- 
mise the strength and dignity of Government. Conccs- 
“ sions cannot be made to demand; but men may, perhaps, 
by management, be reconciled to themselves and the 
state by something short of concession. Sir George 
** Barlow has rather an exaggerated opinion of ray per- 
soiial influence ; and he iliiiiks, I believe', it will cflcct 
what I only expect from the united good ft'eliiig of the 
army. I Iiave, however, done all I can ; and shall coii- 
tinue, under all circumstances, my most ardeiil eflorts in 
the cause of good order and government/’ 

I heard, towards the end of June, of some extraordinary 
proceedings that liad taken place regarding the Kuropcaii 
regiment stationed at Masulipatam, in consequence of a 
dispute betw een the Lieiitenaiit-Coloucl commanding and 
(he officers of the corps. The substance of these proceed- 
ings* may be given in a few words. Lieutenaut-Colouel 
innes, the day after he joined the regiment (the 7th of 
May), dined at the mess, where a toast was given, “ The 
friends of the army ; ” to which he objected, and pro- 
posed it to be changed for one of less equivocal meaning — 
The Madras army/* This was not assented to, and he 
left the table. Next day he wrote an account of this cir- 
cumstance to head-quarters, but desired it should not he 
noticed^ as he expected an apology from those officers 
whose conduct lie considered as most disrespectful. The 
moment his letter reached Madras, an order was transmit- 
ted, directing Lieutenant David Forbes, who was said to 

• See Lieutenant'CoIonel Malcolm’s letter to General Gowdie, in the 
Appendix. 



77 


he tlic person who had given the toast, to proceed, at a 
few hours' warning, to the Fort of CondapiLly, a solitary 
and far from healthy post, at the distance of forty miles, 
and one at which there was not o/ie man of the corps to 
whicli he belonged. Lieutenant Maitland, who was re- 
ported to have seconded the tojist, was, by tlie same order, 
deprived of his station of Quarter-Master. These mea- 
sures, combined with an imprudent declaration of Colonel 
Inncs, that the corps would be disbanded if a young offi- 
cer reliised to accept the vacant station of Quarter-Master, 
(by which probably it was only meant that that event might 
apprehended, if such a spirit of insubordination con- 
tinued,) threw the ofliccrs of the regiment into a great fer- 
ment, and led to their making a representation to iuMd- 
f|uart(‘rs, earnestly soliciting the benefit of regular niiiitarv 
trial, and deprecating the disgrace to which they were ex- 
posed from such punisliincnts being intlictcd, without the 
^lightest opportunity being given to individuals of vindi- 
cating themselves from the private accusations made 
against them, 

I was (juite salistied, from what I lieard of those pro- 
ceedings, of which 1 have only ii:.i\cn the outline, that they 
were more than severe ; and were calculated, in even ordi- 
nary times, to produce much irritation ; and i tiierefore 
was not at all surpiiscLl at their aggravated etlect at a 
period of such general agitation. Soon alter these events 
had occurred, I was informed by Admiral Drury, (hat 
he had, in const(|uiMue of an order from the Duke of 
York, desiring all the men ol his Majesty's regiments 
employed as marines to b(‘ landed, applied to the Cioverii- 
ment of Fort St. (jreorg<‘ for some men ; and that a detaeh- 
ment had been ordered from the regimental Masulipatain, 
for which a frigate and sloop of war were to sail that even- 
ing. Many circumstances had made nn*, al)out this period, 
very reluctant to press the attention of Sir (jeorge liarlow 
to u danger, the existence of whicli he appeared resoked 
not to believe ; but I could not help, upon this occasion, 
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sfntlng fo his private secretary, Lieiifcnant-Colonel Bar- 
clay, all I thought upon the siibjecL Tlic following is an 
extract of niy note to that conticlential oflicer. 

‘‘ The great object at present, is not to agitate, in any 
‘‘ way, (if it can be avoided,) any of those questions which 
have disturbed tht^ temper of the army ; and to restore 
“ that, by ev(Ty means short of concession, to its proper 
tour. To etfect this, we must trust in large points to 
the faction of the good feeling of the army itself, and 
small questions will soon die of neglect* ^’ow it occurs 
to me, the ordering a large detachment of the Knropcnii 
“ regiment at this moment on board his Majesty’s ships, is 
“ liable to mnrli misn‘presentatu>n, and is calculat(‘d to 
“ increase discontent. This has not been usual; and, 
after the conduct of the olficers of tln^ regiment, it will 
be considered as a ])niiishuienC : and if it is so, it will, 
from its nature, have no good effect; for it will be refor- 
red to a desire to divide a corps, which men will say 
never could hav<* arisen, if (iovernment had been con- 
fident in their obedience and attachment. TIkj corps 
itself will receive this order as an additional stigma on 
their character; and, in the heated stale they are in, I 
should not be surprised if tlu'y went to greater exfremi- 
tics than tliey already have gom* ; and, if the accounts 
I have lieard of their proceedings are correct, they 
have be<‘n bolder in tlicir expressions of discontent than 
any corps in the service. All this is perhaps very 
improbabhj ; but still no man acquainted witli the pre- 
sent state of atlairs can say it is inq)ossiblc ; and why 
“ incur the most distant hazard of aggravating men’s 
fetdings by a measure of such trilling consequence ? 
No man conki, at this moment, liave recommended, as 
ii ])oUticaI measure, such a wretched expedient as that 
of dividing this corps in the manner proj)os('d ; and if 
it is merely to comply with a reqjiisition of the Admiral 
for marines, he might take them, as has been the usage, 
from any one of the King s regiments, or might go 



^vithonl, rather than give cause to misrcprescutatiim at 
such a luoniciil. If all or any of the ollicers of llie 
r]uroj)('jiii regiment merit ])unislimeiit, let them be 
j)iiuish(‘(l ill ail open manner, agreeable to usage, and 
my life upon iiie ( onscquenco ; but to think of sending 
one hen*, and one there is only to show weakness, and 
to give grounds to the wicked to circulate aggravated 
reports, and to kindle tlie flame of discord and discon- 
tent. Pardon this hasty note, and tear it+. Vou will 
understand wliat 1 mean perfectly. Depend upon ?7, 
// /.S’ trijles of (his nature zehich merit nil the attention of 
“ Government at this moment?'' 

I did not n'ceive any answer from Lleiitenant-Cidonel 
Barclay till n{*xl morning ; when, after staling the liiirry 
that prevTiited him from writing, and the causes whicii 
had made (jovermnerit order this detachment, he stales 
hi.s belief, grounded on his know ledge of ]\lasulip:itain as 
a station, tliat there will be a competition between both 
oni(’(*rs and men to proceed a.s marines; and concludes by 
saying, 1 shall only add further, tliat there is no guard- 
ing again.st wilful misrepresenlatuins, and that those 
who are obliged to aet, must, in such cases as the pre- 
sent, be satisfied with the uprightness of their inlen- 
tjpiis.” 

Jwery thing that I had foreseen occurred, 'fhe arrival 
of the orders ti)r tin* liiariiies occasioned an instant mutiny 
of the garrison of Masulipatam, and precipitated that 
crisis which it was of such great consequence to avoid. 
Sir (ieorge ibirlow felt this occurrence as a serious evil ; 
and, in a long conversation 1 had with him upon the 


• Licuti'n.'U'it Maifi.iiKi, tia' (]nart( i iiiiisti i, was orilorcd to 

roinni tiui liic ininiiu'' ; .ind Lu'iitt’ii.itit li.i'i bcdi baoi^hed to 

('oiKia()ili>, V. (liriM fcd to pro^’i iwl to rrlii \«- .iii otlifcr of the retfiinent 
ou dut\ at l*niK*e of W ak’.V> i and. 'rJiis }.tH «aid puiii'tiiiiii'ut was a tor- 
tuiiiijf rcMxal of tlio^c vion'^'*, of wliieii not oni\ the parties but all the 
cftieei’i of the eoips, hatl l»el'or<‘, %\itli .stnne justice, coinplaiiicd. 

♦ hiouteuaiit-Coloiiel Uarelay afterxwirdb icturucd juc the original note. 
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subject, be expressed the extrcniest anxiety to prevent, 
those bad consequences which were to be expected to 
result, by the juloptioii of every inoderale and conciliatory 
means (hat he could use, without a compromise of the 
authority and dignify of Government. He told me he 
had rejected all the violcikt measures that had been pro- 
posed, of coercing the garrison into submission by the 
employment of his Majesty’s troops; as such, he was 
convinced, would cause a general rnpture, which he still 
hoped would be avoided ; and which, at all events, it was 
most important to retard. Ilis anxiety on this occasion 
was much iricn^ased by the receipt, at the same period, of 
a liighly improper add re^s from the officers of the subsi- 
diary force at llyih'rabad ; and In' desired my opinion on 
tlio b(*st course to be pursued oj» so alarming an cMiieigcmcy. 
I advised a line that appealed to me likely to arrest the 
progress of men standing on a pri‘ci[)ice of guilt. Every 
hour gained gave lime for the operation of reason ; and if 
that shoidd fail, it was still of consequence that Govern- 
meiit should be more prepared than it was at that moment 
for the occurrence of a rupture with its army. On these 
grounds, 1 recommended that an officer of rank should be 
sent to .Arasulipatnin to assume the comiriami. and that he 
should be appointed president of a ( oinmiltee to inquire 
into tin? causes of the mutiny, and report their proceedings 
to (lovcrnmcnl, n'/zo xoonUi^ ichcn the infornmlion upon 
this subject was complete^ acbpl measures for the prosecu- 
tion and punishment of the most f^uitii/. In this proceed- 
ing there was an appearance of great temper and modera- 
tion; no sei ions sacrilice of dignity was made; and time 
(which, for reasons before stated, appeared the groat 
obj(*ct,) was gained : and all those cIUtIs which must have 
attended the detachment of a force against tlic garrison, 
or the equally unwise proceeding of attempling (betbre 
either reason had time to operate, or the means of cimviuoii 
were prepared) to arrest or confine any individual, were 
avoided. On Sir George Barlow’s expressing Ids assent 
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to m y siifiTfircsfions, I offered, in the warmth of my zeal, to 
proceed to Masulipatain. He accepted this offer with 
larreat apparent pleasure ; and lie evidently tliouglit that 
the appointment of an officer who was known to enjoy his 
con/idence, and who had so publicly professed a concili- 
atory disposition, proclaimed the character of the act : and 
tile nomination of Lieutoiiant-Colonel U illiani Berkley 
and Major Kvans to aid me, (two officers who are now no 
more, but who, while they lived, enjoyed in an eminent 
degree the love and respect of all ranks in the army to 
wliicli tliey belonged,) was a full coiiffrmation (if any had 
i)een wanted) of the nature of lliis measure^. If it had 
b(* ** en ])ossil)lo for me to have mistaken Sir (ieorge Barlow 
in the conversation I Iiad with him on the morning he 
received this intelligence, I was completely confirmed 
by what passed in the eyening after 1 had been in the 
fort, and, in tiu* office of the commander of the force*!^ 
((iciM'ral tiowdie,) had n discussion with some of the 
olJieers of (lie general staff' upon the whole of this subject. 
One of those officers, who was known to enjoy tlic chief 
share of Sir (Jeorge Bailow’s confidence, stated at this 
conlerein’e, tliat movements of corps would be immediately 
ordered that would place the ir'tive troops under the c’om- 

* The follow i lip; purairraph ofaletfer from Lioutenant-Colonrl Moii* 
tresor to LiciiU'iiaiit-Coloiiol Dovoton, ihiO-d Si (. luithMljail, tiu* KMfi July, 
taOQ, is a proof ol'tho iii which tiiiMnca^iiic w i'* viciv d, and llic U'-e 

made ofit to reclaim tiie luost vioieiit 'od«il> .iiul Wheiilhc 

‘‘ address was forw anted from Jaiiinah, tiic oda i i'«< ould not iiave know u 
‘*^that the (io\eiimiciit of iMadtas had taki ii Mich sieps as were iiiost 
*' likely to quiet the public iiiii.d, in ci/inequcin.c of the unpleasant state 
of affairs at iMasulij>atain. f/uuliiiant Cnloml Malcolm, whoso sound 
“ souse, knowledj'o of Ihc alm^, and cimciliatorv niaimor-, peculiarly 
qualiticd him for the ilidienli t»i''k ofalhuinff Ihol'crmi iil in the iioiliiciii 
di\ isioii of the aiiiiy, lia^ abcadv aiiiM*(| at lUaMiiipataui, uud a cum- 
“ iiiittee has born oidcicd to iu(|uii* into the lateorouiieueo', composed 
of three offieers anioii;i the nio^r pop d.ir m liic anny; thcretorc I am 

** sure the officeis of Jaiiln.di will M'e the bad rib'( ts of foi waidiiipr an 
address, at tins moinent, of ans lUliiie wliatc\er, as it could only tend 
‘‘ to add to the iiritatioii of the puniic imnd.” Vide printed Correspond- 
ence, No. 1*. page 3 j. 
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plete check of his Majesty’s regiments ; and that the 
Governor should, in his opinion, have no hesitation in 
throwing himself at once upon the King’s army. 1 could 
not but treat such sentiments with some warmth, as being 
altogether incompatible with that jirdent wish which was 
professed of reclaiming the Company’s officers to their 
duty. The very knowledge, I o!)scrved to General 
Gowdie, of such sentiments being held and declared, w^as 
in itself suflicienl to drive men to exlremes. The General 
fully acquiesced in my opinion. Another officer of the 
staff, who was also a ]irincipal adviser of tlie Governor, 
said upon tliis occasion, that he understood I was a friend 
to concessions that would de‘rra(le fh(‘ Government; that 
his advice had been, to send a detachmerit to attack 
Masulipatam ; and ihnf unhsss J could, the moment 1 wcid 
there, send Ma j(»r Sforey and fhc* oIIkt ringleaders under 
a guard to Madras, evil, insh^ad of good, must result from 
my mission. 1 repelled fhis gentleman’s attack with a 
warmth that prodnceil interference to ])rcvent a personal 
dispute, and concluded by telling him, that I was now 
aware of the trutj chara('ter of those sentiments entei laiiiod 
by the persons who liad the cliief inflnenct* over Sir (ieorge 
Barlow’s mind ; and that, with that knowledge, J should 
certainly not proe(‘<Ml to Masulipatam, as 1 saw tlie proba- 
bility of iiicasnres Ix'ing adopted, in rny absemee, of a 
directly opposite character to those I was desired to exe- 
cute ; aiifl the only consequence I should anticipate, was 
failure and loss of charact<*r. Some explanations were 
made, but none that d'sp^ lli'd the alarni I hail taken at the 
sentiments which ] hud just heard. I went iinmediati ly 
to the Governor, to whom f inentioned all that Jnnl passed : 
and I can most solemnly affirm, that Sir (leorge Barlow 
gave me, at this second confiuenri^, every assurance that 
could he given to satisfy my mind. He d(*clared he w'ould 
not listen to any such violent counsels* as I had heard; 

* Two (lays after 1 went and wlicn no «*vent liad occarr(.d of any 
ucc, he W.U pu'.n.id* (I (cis liA*- Ijcni before shown) to comiuence 
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that he i^ave me his entire confidence, and vested me mth 
the fullest discretion to act in all respects as I thought 
proper, in my endeavours to reclaim the deluded men, to 
>\hom 1 was iiroceeding, to reflection and duty; and that 
he was satisfied the honour of his Government was 
perfectly safe in rny liands. iSot one word was men* 
tioned, at this conference^ rej^arding niy commencing my 
proceeding by an appeal to the men, or by confining those 
oflic(‘rs who had been most active in (he mutiny. It was, 
indeed, evident that the first of these acts would have 
caused a desperation in the minds of t]j(' olficers, that must 
have led to that instant rupture w.hich it tenf the object of 
7mj mission to atoid ; and, with rtgard to the second, a 
military court of iiujuiry had been oidered to investigate 
(he v.'liole of the proce(‘(Iings at \lasnlipatain, c liie/ly, if 
not exclusively, with the view of enabling fioverninent to 
gain time, Avitliout loss of reputation ; ami any precipitate 
])rocee(lings against tlie ringleaders would have been an 
obvious sacritiee of (liat great object. 

Such w'ere the sentiments of Sir (leorge Harlow at the 
moment I was d<*|)nted to Masulipatam : at lea^-t such wore 
the impressions wliich all his olisei vat ions made upon my 
mind. He determined at this moment to return the 
address from Hyderabad, and to wiiie a letter to the com-^ 
manding ollieer of that force in tm ins calculated to show 
Ids forbearance, and indeed to evince to the violent and 
misguided oflieers of that station the - spirit of tempe- 
rate and conciliatory d isposif i'»n iiad l»*d him to depute 
me to Masulipatam. He tlesireil me to make a inemorau- 
dum of what i conceived he sho dd wiite upon this occa- 
sion. I instantly drew out the following. 

Substanee of a h‘ller to the comiiuinding oflieers at 

Hyderabad and Jaulnah. 


the plan for plarin.'; Ihe native roip*. iiuiki cln ..*k of Ins M.iicst/s regi- 
ments, and till' ordeid were ^tui to Hsdcraoad for the inaich of the i'd of 
the lulh to Gon. 
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Expressing the great regret and disapprobation with 
which Government has received a Memorial from the 
of&cers of the subsidiary force, soliciting it to rescind 
the orders of the 1st of May. 

Pointing out in a calm but forcible manner the 
dangerous tendency of such addresses, and the total im« 
possibility of complying with such a request ; stating that 
Government is only fulfilling a sacred duty when it ex- 
horts the of&cers who have signed and forwarded these 
papers to reflect most seriously upon the consequences 
which a perseverance in such measures must produce. 
It owes this warning and exhortation to a body of men, 
‘‘ who, acting under warm and erroneous impressions, 
have for a moment forgot whiit is due to their own high 
character, and to that Government under which they 
are placed. The motives of (his expostulation with the 
officers of the subsidiary force will not be misunder* 
stood; but it is necessary that they should distinctly 
know, that while Goveriimeiit can and does make every 
allowance for that momentary delusion and irritation 
which a variety of circuinsfanccs have been calculated 
to produce, tliat it will never either abandon or com- 
promise its authority ; and that it will, if compelled to 
act, maintain, under every extreme and at every hazard, 
^ those principles of obedience and subordination, with- 
out which, it is salisfi(‘d, neither it nor the army can 
“ exist. ’ 

With this raeniorariduni Sir George Barlow was per- 
fectly pleased, and desired me to give it the form of a let- 
ter, and d<*liver it to liientciiant-Coloncl Barclay, that it 
might, be dispatched next day*. I did so, and carried 
the copy of the mtMiioranduni with me to Masulipatam, 

* Instead of srndiniif tliis letter, the order for the niareh of a battalion 
from Hydeiabad to Cion, iii proseeution of tiic plan fur dividing the sepoy 
corps, was sent two days after inv lure, and provoked (us was, under 
fiucli circumstauccs, to have been expected) open resistance and re- 
bellion. 
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for Trhich place I sailed on the 9d of July 1809, tbe^hole 
of the circumstances to Tvhich 1 have alluded having taken 
place on the day preceding. 

I landed at MasuUpatam on the 4th of July; and the 
journal of my proceedings at that place, with the extracts 
of my letters to Sir George Barlow, General Gowdie, and 
Lieutenant-Colonel Barclay, and of the letters I received 
from the latter officer (all of which form numbers of the 
Appendix), will give the clearest and most ffiithful ac* 
count of the manner in which I executed the arduous task 
that an imprudent, but 1 hope not an illaudablc, zeal led 
me to undertake. During ray residence at that place I 
continued active in my endeavours to disseminate, by let- 
ters to different quarters of the army, such sentiments as I 
thought calculated to counteract the poison of those 
inflammatory papers thg/. were then in circulation ; and 
the extract from my letter addressed to a respectable field 
officer (Lieutenant-Colonel M^^Leod), under date the 20tli 
of July 1809, which forms a number of the Appendix, will 
show the complete and just view 1 took at that period of 
the result of tlie violent proceedings of (he army. 

I left Masulipatam on the night of the 22d of July, and 
arrived at Madras on the morning of the 2Gth, having 
travelled two hundred and ninety miles in little more than 
three days. 1 knew of the flagrant act of disobedience 
whicli tlie subsidiary force at Hyderabad had committed, 
in refusing to allow the 2d battalion of the 10th regiment 
to march to Goa, to which station it liad been ordered in 
prosecution of the plan for dividing the native corps so as 
to place them under the check of his Majesty’s regi- 
ments*. 1 thought it probable (hat this event would give 


• This irritating and imprudent order (which has been before noticed) 
TV’as sent to Hyderabad a day or two after I sailed , and the same indiiencc 
that obtained the adoption of this measure, prevented the dispatch of the 
letter to the commanding officers of Hyderabad and Jaulnah, which 1 
drafted, and which Sir George Barlow at the moment approved, ami 
atsiirrd me he would send. 
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rise to some strong measures on the part of Government, 
and I ms most anxious to communicate all the information 
I had coliccird before any such were adopted : but, though 
no danger could have resulted from delay, the Governor, 
who knew I would be at Madras on the morning of 
the 2()th, did not deem it necessary to wait even for a 
ff'w hours, though strongly urged to do so by Major- 
General Gowdie*, the commander of the forces; Jind 
the moment of my arrival was that of the execution of 
the orders of the 26‘th of July for th(5 separation of the 
oflicers from (heir men. 1 did not see Sir George Barlow 
till next day: and the manner in wliich I was received, 
the slighting view which 1 saw was taken of my (dForts at 
Masulipalam, and the reseiv<* maintained, not only by him, 
but by others, hd’t me without a donl)t that 1 was no longer 
honoured with his roiitidence; winch 1 was now', indeed, 
convinced 1 had never possesseil but in a very limited 
degree. I lh(‘reforc resolsed, in future, to confine myself 
to an obedience of any orders J might receive, and no 
longer (o expi.se my\*»(‘If to (hat failure and disgrace which 
must always attend the person wlio acts as a confidential 
agent, oji delicate and important occasions, to one with 
whose proceedings his mind does not accord, whose con- 
fidence he does not enjoy, and of whose plans he is but 
imperfectly informed. But, beiore I proceed to explain 
the subsequent part f took in (lH*se transactions, it will be 
proper to ofler soim‘ remarks on tlie observations made in 
the let((*r, tinder date lOtli September, IR09, from the fio- 
vernment * f Fort St. Geoigc to the S(*crct (’ominittee of the 
Court of Directors, respecting my conduct at Masulipalam. 
The following is an extract from the letter from the Go- 
vernor of Fort St. George upon this snbji’cf. 

f)n rcceiving-intelligi nee oflJie mutiny, we appointed 
Licutenant-fJolonel xMaleolm, in whost* z(‘al and talents 
W'C entertained the fullest confidence, to the command 


Thr Major- Gcnrral assured me of this fact. 
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“ of the Madras European regiment^ and the garrison of 
“ Masulipatam, for the purpose of re-establishing the 
authority of Government over the troops, iiiqiuri[ig into 
the causes of the mutiny, and placing tlie most guilty of 
the ollenders under arrest. liieutenant-CoIonel Malcolm 
“ was not furnished with any written instructions: it was 
“ left to his discretion to adopt such measures as circiim- 
stances might render advisable, with the view to the 
accomplishment of the objects of his deputation. 

Lieutenant-CJolonel Malcolm immediately proceeded 
by sea to Masulipatam. On his arrival he found that 
the olHcers of the garrison had formed themselves into 
a committee, in which every oiFu er had a voice. The 
greatest anarchy and confusion prevailed; and it was 
with ditficulty tliat he prevailed on the ofiicers to 
acknowledge his authority. 

-4s it never was in the contemplation of the Govern- 
merit to disband the European n giment, if was (‘xpccted 
that Lieutenant-Colonel Malcolm would have taken the 
earliest opportunity to communicate to the men a distinct 
and public disavowal of that intention on the part of the 
Governm(3nt, and have employed tin* most stnumoiis 
exertions to recall the men to a sense of tlieir liuty, by 
impressing upon their minds the degree of guilt and 
‘‘ danger in which their oilicers, for purposes entirely per- 
sonal to themselves, had endeavoured to involve them. 
It was also expected that Lieiitt'iiant-Colonel Malcolm, 
by establishing Jiis intluencc and authority over the 
troops composing the garrison, would have secured 
their obedience, and by that measure havt^ deprived 
the officers of the power of prosecuting their designs, 
and brought the leaders to trial for their mulinous con- 
“ duct. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Malcolm appears, how(‘Vcr, to 
have adopted a course of proceedings entirely dillerent 
from that which we had in view in deputing him to 
Masulipatain. He abstained from making any direct 
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“ communication to the men : and when we authorizod 
him, with the view of detaching the troops from the 
cause of their officers, to proclaim a pardon to the 
European and native soldiers for the part which they 
might have taken in the mutiny, he judged it proper to 
withhold tlic promulgation of the pardon, from an ap- 
prehension (as stated in his letter to our President, dated 
the 18th of July) of irritating the minds of the European 
officers, and driving them to despair. 

To this apparent unreasonable forbearance and atten- 
tion to the feelings of the officers, who had, by their 
acts of violence and aggression, forfeited all claims to 
such consideration, may, we conceive, bo ascribed 
Lieutenant-Colonel Malcolm’s failure in the establish- 
meiit of any efficient control over the garrison : and he 
appears to have been principally occupied, during the 
period of his residence at Masulipatam, in iicgociations 
wdtii the disorderly committees ; calculated, in our 
opinion, to conipromisc rather than establish his au- 
thority ; and in fruitless attempts to induce them, by 
argument, to return to their duty, and abandon tlie 
criminal coinbiiialioii in Avliich they had engaged. 
Lieuteruiiit-Colonel Malcolm’s reasons for pursuing this 
line of conduct, and for recommending to us the 
adoption of conciliatory and temporizing measures, arc 
detailed in his letters to our President, dated the 4tb, 
51h, and 6lh of July. In those letters he states, that 
the oflictirs at Masulipatam had received assurances 
from most of the military stations of the army, applaud- 
ing their conduct, ami promising them efiectual siip- 
port ; that the wliole army were united in a resolution to 
“ oppose the authority of (ioverninent ; that there was 
not asingic corps, from Cfanjam to Cape Comorin, which 
was not prepared to break out into open rebellion. The 
measures recommended by I iiouteriant-CoIonel Malcolm, 
as constituling, in his opinion, thg only means of avert- 
ing the most dreadful calamities, consisted of a modified 
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repeal of tlic orders of the 1st of May ; the restoration 
to the service, and to their appointments, of all the 
officers whom wc had found it necessary to suspend or 
remove; with an intimation to the army, that their 
claims to Bengal allowances would be brought to the 
notice of the Honourable the Court of Directors. Lieu- 
tenant-Coloncl Malcolm returned to Madras, on tlie 
arrival of Major-General Pater at Masulipatam to assume 
the command of the northern division of the army, 
‘‘ having succeeded no further in accomplishing the ob- 
“ jeets of his mission, than in prevenling the officers from 
adopting any flagrant acts of outrage to authority during 
his residence at Masulipatam/’ 

The first charge is hardly less than a direct nrcusation 
of disobedience of orders. It is stated, that as it nrver 
was in the contemplation of (Voverninent to disband the 
European regiment, it was expectid I would have Uikcn 
the earliest opportunity to comniiiiiicatc^ to (lie men a dis- 
tinct and public disavowal of (hat intention, in the suc- 
ceeding paragraph I am accused of having adoptid a 
course of proceeding entirely dift’erent from what fiovmn- 
ment had in view in deputing me; and 1 am positively 
charged wit/i “ havhi^ abslahicd from luahhi^ wn/ direcl 
communication to the mend^ My letter to Tjieut< nant- 
(Jolouel Barclay, of llie 'lhth duly, is n uuniher of (his 
dispatch, and has been printed with it, Tliis letter con- 
tains the following passage : Von will satisfy Sir ( i<‘orgc 

Barlow, that one of (he first things that 1 did, afier I 
came on shore, was to satisfy the minds of tlu" oliicTis, 
and, througli (hem, of the men, of the intentions of Co- 
vernment in ordering a paily of marines from the corps; 
and you xcill sec, by the enclosed cxlrarl /;■>;;/ my 
Journal, that f took the frsf (ipporfenify that 

offered of stating this fact in (he ?}i()d public and 
impressive manner to the :.7/' V reejmentd'* J may ask, 
with great surprise and some indii^aation, Why (!h’ extract 
alluded loin this letter was not Inuisniillcd to the Honour- 
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able Ihc Court of Directors ? This extract was a copy of 
Illy speech made to tiie Eiirojiean regiment under arms on 
the iodi of July. The wliole of this speech is in iny 
Journal*. The following* is a part of it. 

I consider it my duty to declare to you at this 
moment, that it never was in the contemplation of Oo- 
vernment to disband or disperse this corps ; and that it 
never meant to employ any oflirer or man of the regiment 
“ in any manner, or upon any service, but such as was 
suited to the character of British soldiers ; and which it, 
of course, conceived both olFicers and men would be for- 
ward to proceed upon.” 

Is it possible that any disavowal could be more distinct, 
or made in a more proper and military manner? Vet I 
am directly charged with having nhdimvd from making 
any such communication to the men! It is possible a 
charge so completely unfounded may have originated in 
mistake or m^glect : but where there exists, as on the pre- 
sent occasion, an evident desire to criminate ; where 
secr(‘t nature of tlie blow afforded no opportunity of de- 
fence ; such mistake, even if proved, neither can nor ought 
to disarm hon(*st resentment. It is too miieh to Jiavc u 
character, tliat has been obtained by (he struggle of a 
whole Uf(‘, assailed in .such a manner. But the knowledge 
wliicli the Ciovernor of Fori St. Oeorge had of niy pro- 
ceeding, upon this point, was not limited to this conimu- 
nicatioii through Jiiciitenant-Colonel Barclay. The day 
after luy rotiini to Madras, I read to him the whole of my 
Journal. It is true he did not pay much attention to it : 
and the little value h<* attached to the detail of my pro- 
ceedings was the cause of niy not loading my public report 
with a copy ol ils contents. I had neither received at that 
moment, nor at any subsequiuit period, (he slightest 
ollicial notice of even dissatisfaction ; ami the probability 
of my conduct being misrepresented (o my superiors in 
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England in the manner it has been, never once entered into 
my imagination. 

In answer to the charge, That I did not employ my 
strenuous exertions to recall the men to a sense of their 
duly, by impressing upon their minds the degree of 
guilt and danger in which their oftietrs, for purposes 
entirely personal to tliemsclves, had endt*avoured to in- 
volve them,” I must reply in the most solemn manner, 
that 1 was not withheld from acting in the manner the 
Government here slate they expected I would, merely 
because 1 had no orders to do so, but because 1 considered 
that such a proceeding would liave had an operation 
din‘ctly opposite to .ill Sir (ieorge Barlow's intentions, as 
expressed when I left IN'Jadr.is. His dtsire then was, (as 
has already be^ n shown,) to coneiliali* and reilaim the 
otiicers of (he ( '()ni[)any’s apny, not to rendrr them des- 
perate. I was particularly instrucled to point lln‘ir vi(‘W’S 
to lingland, to persuaile (hem by every ellon to await tlie 
decision of (Ik* Honourable theCaiurl o(* Directors, and to 
pi event their ])iecipita(iiig themselvi s into a guilt frcnii 
which they could never retreat. Sir (ieorire iiiolow ap- 
peared satisfied I could efiect this through the infiueiiee of 
my general characl<*r, aiul the powi'i* of reason, aided by 
the ju'^tice of the cause I had to suppoit : and I most 
solemnly ailirm, that if tiie (lovermnent of Madras desire 
to insinuate (as the su(»stance of these pas'>ag< s in ihrir 
letter would imply) (hat 1 acted contrary to (he iustiuctions 
of Sir George Barlow, eoiniiiiinicated to me in private, that 
the charge is not founded in fad ; and it is fortunate for 
me that the subsequent communications made !)y Sir Cieorgc 
Barlow's Secretary, and ail the circumstances of this case, 
completely corroborate and establish (he tridh of that 
unqualified assertion, which I have deemed it due to my 
character to make on this point. A letter iVom Lieutenanl- 
Colonel Barclay*, dated the li^th of July, and written by 

• All the icttersfroin this oflTictr to me while 1 was at Ma^uIliMltaln, aie 
in the printed Corre^ponik nce. 



92 


the Governor’s order, in reply to my communications from 
Masiilipniam of the 4ih, 5th, and 6*tli of .fuly, in which I 
had requiroil further orders, repeals nearly the same senti- 
merils in the same language Sir George Barlow had used 
before I left Madras. Vou cannot,” he observes, 
render a more acceplal)lc service to the public interests, 
than by the exertion of your infliienee and ability in 
keeping the garrison (»f Masiilipvitam firm to tlieir duty, 
and salisfjyhtg the officers that it is not less for their in- 
terests than it is consistent with their (Inly, to await the 
decision of the authorities in Knglaiul on tin* several 
questions which have occasioiu'd so much agitation in 
t!ie minds of a considerable portion of the army of this 
estahlishrnent.” 

1’lie same ofiin^r wrote to me a .short letter on the 20th of 
July, in which he repeat.s Ihe.^e .sentiments, and concludes 
by sfating, that the greatest .service I could nmder my 
country, in the actual situation ot* a (fairs, was to keep 
the garri.son in order, and bring the 7?^w(fs of the officers 
hack to rcas'on.^^ 

I uas authorized, through the same channel, to proceed 
with Ihe inquiry, (if I thought it advisable,) without wail- 
iiii: for my colleagiic.s, reporting the result^ for the orders 
of Oox(})i}t!C7if. : and a discretion v\as vested in me to 
grant a pardon to the non-commi.ssioned olTicers and pri- 
vates of the garri.son, if I should judge it necessary : but 
this was ev idently in reference to tin* possible occurrence of 
a case of extreme emergency, which Colonel Barclay stated 
the (iove:uor felt assured would not arise. 

It will certainly not occur, on a perusal of what I have 
stated, that there existed the slightest ground for the Go- 
vcimnent of Tort St. George indulging tho.se expectations 
which they have declare*! they did in their letter to the 
Secret ('ommiltee. Is it possible that they could, at the 
moment, have expected that an officer, instructed as 1 was, 
shouU have conuncuced his proceedings witli “ strenuous 
exertions to excite the men again.st officers,” whom he 
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was directed to rccliiiin to their duty by the efforts of 
reason and argument ? And when he had been com- 
manded to carry on a military inquiry, in order to ascertain 
the nature and dcijrcc of the crimes of differejit individuals, 
was it reasonable to suppose Jie would disapj>oint the very 
object * for which that was instituted, hy a premature 
attempt to sciae and briniif ringleaders to trial, on whose 
guilt he was expressly told it was his duty to report, 
and to await tlie orders of ( Government ?” 

It is sufficiently obvious, from what lias been statcil, that 
when the Governnicnt of Fort St. George wrote lliose para- 
graphs (which have been quoted) to the Secret Coiinnittcc, 
the object was more to preserve a character of consistence, 
than to give a correct view of the actual situation of affairs 
at the moment of the occurrence of those events which arc 
described. The Gov(‘rnineii<, in a subsequent part of the 
same dispatch, gives a more just account of the character 
of this proceeding, AV'e had hitherto,” they observe, 
continued to expect, that the firmness of our measures, 
and the good sense of the officers of the army, would 
Jiavc finally succeeded in restoring order : but wc were 
convinced, by the failure of Lieutenant-Cohuiel Mal- 
culm’s mission, by the addresses rec(‘ived from [lyder- 
abad, and by tlie intelligence received from uther 
“ quarters, that it was necessary to r?)l(*nlafe on tli(‘ pos- 
sibility of the oilicers proceeding to die hist extremities 
of rebellion ; and to consider the means of pn'veming, 
or finally of meeting, tliat arduous state of things. 
The rnod<‘rate course of conduct pursui‘d by the f lovern- 
ment, and wliicli was founded on a lavourablc opinion 
of the loyalty of the army, had failed; and we were 
reduced to the alternative of making tJie concession 
demanded by tlie otlicers, or subduing them Iiy force.” 
Is it not ev ident from this paragraph alone, it* other 
evidences were wanting, that the Government considered 

• One of the chief objects for which tbi? proccedin: w.ss iceoiomeuded 
and adopted, was to gain time. 
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my mission to Masulipatam as a proceeding which was 
calculated, by its moderation, to reclaim the officers to 
their duty; and in no degree whatever related to that 
course ot measures which was siibseqiiently adopted ? A 
most desperate remedy was ultimately applied to the 
existing evils : and in having recourse to the expedient of 
exciting the men against their oHiccrs, and in impairing 
the strength if not destroying that link by which almost 
all anj agreed we hold India, the (Jovernment of Fort 
St. George might perhaps be justitii'd by the emergency 
of tlie moment ; and the controlling autJiorities in England 
may be satisfied tliat this operation, however terrible, was 
necessary and politic ; but assuredly (c‘ven if all this is 
granted) no person can belmvo that any autliorily but 
(lovcrnment could adoj)t such a measure, li a[)pears too 
much to have expected, tiiat an otlicer sent to moderate the 
minds of a body of ollicers, and to reclaim tlumi to their 
duty by argument and reason, should (acthig tfpim his ox:ii 
discretion^ and 7j:ithonl orders) have adopt'd this d(*spe- 
ratc expedient ; and that he should have commenced liis 
efforts to persuade the officers to return to their duty, by 
exciting their men to throw off tlu ir authoiity. 

The Govermnent of Madras pioceed to stafi', th.d it 
ascribes my failure to an apparent iinrcasonabh' and unwise 
forbeaiancc and attention to the feelings of oliieers who 
had, by their acts of violence and aggression, forbdted all 
claims to consideration ; that my lime was occupied in 
negotiations with disoidorly committees, and in fruitless 
alhmipls ?o bring ollicei.'* back to tlieir duly by argument. 

A reference is n..ajc to my reasons for this conduct, as 
stated in iny letters under date the 4th, 5th, and Glh of 
July. The measures eliich I recommended are there 
staled. These, the (iovermnent observed, “ consisted of 
a modified repeal o{ the orders of the Jst of May : the 
restoration to tlic service, and to their appointments, of 


.Sue Apjifiidix, 
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all the offioi^rs whom we had found i( necessary to sus- 
pend or remove ; w'ith an intimation to the army, that 
their claims to Heni^al allowances would he hron£(ht to 
the notice of the Honourable the Court of Directors/’ 
It is stated in the conclusion of this pamii^rapli, that I 
returned to Madras, having* succeeded no furl her in 
accomplishing tlie objects of my mission, than in pre- 
vent ill" the otlicers from adoptin" any tlai^rant acts of 
outrage to authority durintr mv residence at Masiilipa- 
tarn.’* As my failure is ascribed to an apparent nn- 
reasonaldo and unwise attention lo tin* feeliiiirs of oificers 
who had by their acts of violence forf(‘ifed all claims to 
consideration, may it not be asked. VV' hat was the sil nation 
of tliese oilicers when I wasd(*piited by Sir (ieori><! Ilarlovir 
witii insfi-iclimis to restore them to hrficr frrlinos, and a 
jnsler s(*nse of duly, by the etibrts of n'ason and art>*unn*nf ? 
W ere they not in a state of ontra<r(^ons innb’ny? Tlieir 
rommandin" olliciT, Lieutenant-Colonel limes, had been 
placed under s(‘nlri(‘.s, and it was hourly expected they 
would openly tliiow otfevc'ii the show of ol)r<lience ; and 
yet at such a p<*ri(/(l I received iustriK’tions fniin iSir(i<‘or"e 
Hallow to us<* eviTv <'tfor< of r<'asun and argument to 
reclaim the olfict'r^ to their iluty. Vv lieu f liad, ns appears 
from my .foiirnal '* and letters, iiia "n‘at degree sueceednl, 
having rel<*ased (\)!(»nel Junes from Jiis arrest, prevaileil 
upon a mutinous ganison to abandon its design of imme- 
diately tlirowing oil' its allegiaiiee, and i»t inaiehing to 
llydevaliad, oiitained from them a relnetant recognition of 
my authority, and was proceeding with (he imjiiii y whh li 
I had been directed to make: whi'ii all lhe>e cliangr^, I 
say, liad been ell’ected without one coiurssiajf, iiy tlic lorce 
of that reason which 1 was directed to employ : am! I had 
reported all that I liad done; I receive li a letler fioni 
Colonel Barclay, wTitteu by order of Sir (o'orge Barley, 
approving of my rneaMire'j, desiring me (o conti'iiie ir.y 
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efforts to reclaim the.oflicers, and to direct their attention 
to the decision of the authorities in England : and yet, lien 
my success within the few days I was at Masulipatam had 
been as great as it was possible to expect such means could 
produce, (for changes in men’s minds that arc effected by 
reason and argument must be gradual,) I am siccused, in a 
secret dispatch to my superiors in England, of having failed 
in my mission, from a forlrearance, which, thougli subse- 
quently termed unreasonable and unwise, I have shown 
Sir George Barlow deemed, or professed to deem, at tlie 
moment of my departure from Madras, wise and politic ; 
and from an attention to the feelings of those very officers, 
to whose feelings and reason, when their crimes were at tlie 
greatest height, I had been directed, by the verbal instruc- 
tions of Sir George Barlow, ant/ tht letUrs of his secretary, 
to address myself. 

It is stated, that my time was occupied in communica- 
tion with disorderly committees. To this I reply, that I 
n(?ver recognised any committee in any j)ubljc or ollicial 
manner that could either compromise my own authority, 
or commit the dignity of Government. I communicated, 
it is true, cliiefly with those officers who, from their rank 
or ability, appeared to have most influence over the rest. 
Not to have done so, would have been to neglect the em- 
ployment of those means to which I have shown Sir (Jeorge 
Barlow exclusively trusted for my success. I learnt, that 
there existed a garrison committee, of which every officer 
was a member, and which could never meet without dan- 
ger of a muUny that in its consequences would have pre- 
cipitated a rupture between the (iovernraent and most 
other parts of the army; an extreme which it was my 
constant labour to lelard, if I could not altogether avert. 
This committee I endeavoured, by my influence with the 
senior and more reflecting officers of the garrison, to dis- 
solve ; and I considered rny success in this point as a great 
step towards the restoration of order. The control of the 
proceedings of the whole became vested in a few senior 
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officers of comparative moderation, whose minds were more 
ac cessible to reason, and whose small numbers rendered 
them less liable to those violent impressions which produce 
such liiibchief in large and turbulent meetings. But all 
the coiumiiriications 1 ever had, either directly or ifidi- 
rectly, with any individual or bodies of officers at Masuli- 
patam, are stated in my journal : and, it will be seen from 
that, I never made the slightest concession to the repeated 
demands of the officers of that garrison. That my pro- 
ceedings were not such as is prescribed by an observation 
of the regular course of military discipline there can be no 
donl)t ; blit (Jovernment had itself decided that question. 
They had refrained (for the reasotis stated in the dispatch 
to wliicli 1 have so often referred) from ri'sorting to the 
usual means, the employment of force for quelling the mu- 
tiny at iMfiMiIipatain. / \vas <l<‘puted on what is termed in 
this very dispatch a nnssion^ (a word in itself including a 
volumi’,) in order that 1 might reclaim to duly, hy the 
efforts of reason and argument, the officers of a garrison 
which were known to be almost to a man imaninionsly bent 
on mutiny and opposition to authority ; and yet I am sub- 
sequently condemned by the (iovernmenl that sent me, for 
having used the only means by wliich it was possible 1 
could accomplish th it object. 

Tile statement made in the same pnrigraph of this dis- 
patcli regarding the character of those ’M(*fi'^nres wliich I 
recommended, witli a view of terminating the agitation of 
the army, will, 1 am assured, not be considered as either 
fair or liberal, hy any person who gives an attentive peru- 
sal to my secret and confidential h*tter to Sir (jeorge Bar- 
low upon that subject.. 1 saw, immediati ly aft' r eiy arri- 
val at IVJasulipatam, that some conciliator\ measures must 
be instantly adopted by Government, if it intiMidecl to avoid 
the desperate extreiiK* of a contest with its own army. A 
contest which, it will be recolle* ted, 1 never doubted would 
early terminate in favour of the former : but success, I was 
convinced, would bring tlangers of a hundred fold greater 

11 
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magnitude than any that could result from issuing the 
order* that I recommended. 

On (he succeeding day I wrote another lettert, which 
contained the following paragraph : 

I can think of no improvement to this order, except 
you conceive the great object of avoiding hostilities 
would justify the following addition to it. ‘ Govern- 
ment received a representation from a number of the 
officers of the coast army, in which they solicit the 
equalization of their allowances with those of the offi* 
** cersof the Bengal army: This is a subject, the con- 
sideration of which must exclusively rest with the 
Honourable the Court of Directors, under whose notice 
** this application will, in conrse, bo broiiglit, and by 
whose decision it will be the duty of the olliccrs of the 
** coast army to abide/’’ 

1 may ask, Whether the order I suggested in my letter 
of the 5ih of July justifies the assertion in tli(‘ letter from 
the Madras Government, that I recommended the resto- 
ration to the service and tlicir appointments of ail the 
officers the Government had removed.” The terms of 
the order I suggested were only, that in the full confidence 
that the officers of the coast would immediately abandon 
their proceedings, Government would recommend tlic o///- 
cers suspended to the Court of Ducctors, That it restored 
Colonels iJcll and Chalmers to cumniaud, from which they 
had been removed, and also one or two staff officers who 
were in a similar predicament. Tliere is assuredly a wide 
dift'erence between the immediate restoration of all the offi- 
cers suspended from the service, and the conditional pro- 
mise of a favourable recommiindatioii to that authority by 
which, under every circumstance, the fate of these officers 
must have been decided. With respect to Colonel Bell, 

1 conscientiously believed at tlie moment, from what I 

* See a copy of tliat order in tUe Apptfidix, iu a letter to Sir George 
Barlow, dated 5t1i July. 

♦ See Appendix. 
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knew of the case of that valuable officer, that Sir George 
ijarlow would not be reluctant to consent to his restoration; 
and with regard to that of Colonel Chalmers and one or 
two others in nearly similar predicaments, I conceived that 
if any measure of (his kind was adopted, it should be as 
cojuplete as it was possible to make i(, without afiecting 
the principle which was to carry conciHalion in act (words, 
after what had passed, could be of little or no avail) as far 
as was possible, without serious injury to the authority and 
dignity of Government. It was this consideration* which 
led to the communication already quoted from my letter of 
the 6tl» of July regarding the first. Memorial forwarded by 
General M'Dowall. What 1 recommended was nothing 
more than what had, I believe, been done as* an act of 
course, and Wcas staled in a mode wliich, tliougii concilia- 
tory, reminded the army of their duty, and gave them no 
reason to l)elieve more, tfiaii lliat t!io Court of Directors 
wou/d see Ibe document in question, I think at this mo- 
ment, as I did at that in which I reooiinm*nded this mea- 
sure, that nothing could have been more fortunate than its 
adoption. I know I dilFer on this point from very high 
authorities, who Ix'lievc that any concessions, (and such 
they \iouI(l appear to deem ever// ael of conciliation,) how- 
ever modified and corrected, would have been ruinous to 
Government ; but, in spite of these imposing opinions*, I 


* l always tlioiifrbt, anJ always must fhiiiX, tliat tlierc is a wide ditfer- 
ence bi*twcen the seditious coinhinatioii of a body of officers and a mutiny 
of soldiers, and that the two cases require a distinct treatment. Witii the 
iattcr tbei’O can hardly be two modes of prucec’diiig \ witli the former there 
may be varioii?*, and all equally safe. Tliry may be restored by the iiiflu* 
cnee of reason, and subdued b\ the opoiution of their owi. tc« itigs. I’iioir 
minds may be reclaimed by many modes that could " •* •) applied to their 
men ; and there is, iu the w'orst extremes, a charactei' in tJieir opposition 
that admits more of the aiqilication of such rnncdif^s than the mad and iu> 
stiiictive action of a imitiiioos soldiery. These tuo cases were certainly 
confoimdeU at Madras ; and me.st of the evils that arose may be imputed to 
the fallacy of treating a seditious conibiiiatiou of officers as a mutiny of 
wldicrs. 
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must ask reflecting' men to look near the subject, to exa- 
mine the evil ^\lucli this measure could have produced, 
consider the ills that were at that moment to be expected, 
and to think on those that have resulted from the complete 
success to aiithority that the most sanguine could have 
anticipated, and then to pronounce their cool and delibe- 
rate judgment. There certainly could he no apprehension 
entertained that this order would have strengthened, to any 
purpose of immediate violence or opposition, the discon- 
tented and turbulent : hut the danger stated is, that those 
would have decuned it. a victory. lA‘t us for a moment 
suppose they had been led, by their first feelings of joy at 
their escape from a punisluneut whicli they had merited, 
to have emisidered it as such, what permanent effect could 
such a feeling produce ? what had th<*y gained ? Nothing. 
The fat(* of the otRcers who had been suspended remained 
to be decided by the Directors ; with whom it must, under 
all circumstances, ultimately rest, I'heir Memorial for an 
increase of allowances was to be brought before the same 
lK)dy, but without even a promise from (government of any 
recommendation. There w«is an end to their combinations 
and committees*, and, with them, to all those threats they 
had thrown out against the local Government, which, it 
was evident, would acquire such a vast accession of strength 
by the spirit of moderation and conciliation which it liad 
shown, as would fully enable it to enforce the most severe 
discipline, and particularly in all cases which were attended 
with a danger of the recurrence of evils of a similar charac- 
ter to diosc it had so recently encountered. The majority, 
indeed, of the oflicers of the array, and all the most re- 


The daD&;cr that had b( eii incurrea was suflicicnt to aulhoriyc Govorr.- 
ment to take tlie most th'enivc measmes to guard against the revixal of 
fueh combiimtioiis against authority: and though numbers who might 
have mei ited punishment had escaped, mt one ohjvct qf ben^ io either 
individuals w the army at lurf;f had been attained ; and it is therefore quite 
extravagant to assert such a termination could ever have tended to cncon- 
future proceedings of a similar nature. 



101 


spcdable, liad soon at this moment the desperate situation 
into wliicli they had unwarily suffered themselves to be led. 
They would have had no sentiments but those of gratitude 
to a Govcrnmenlj wliose consideration had presented them 
with the means of escape. All these would, if such an in- 
diilgenoe had been shown to their errors, have ranged 
themselves with enthusiasm on the side of Government, 
and would have been the most forward to retrieve the cha- 
racter of the service, by the punishment of those whom a 
hardened spirit of disaffection and turbulence liad led io 
continue in opposition. That such a class would also 
have remained, there is no doubt; and Government might 
have been satisfied, at (he moment this measure was taken, 
that future punishments would have corrected any erro- 
neous opinions regarding the true motive's tliat had induced 
so gencrons and politic a proc(‘eding. 

The situation of affairs at the period statc'd was such, 
that though there could be little doubt of the ultimate sue* 
ress of (iovermnent even under (he violent course it pur- 
sued; yet (hat did not appear likely to be attained, if ex- 
tremes were resorted to, without bloodshed. 11 is Majesty’s 
regiments at Hyderabad and Travaneoie would be, if a 
contest was precipitated, in the utmost danger; and if the 
combat between our liUropean and native troops had once 
commenced, feelings would have been instantly engendered, 
(he dreadful action of which no man could calculate*. That 
these results were averted, was owing to a variety of causes, 
very little, if at all, connected with either the foresight or 
vigour of the Government of Fort JSt. George. 


♦ The acronnt of what ocrurrctl at .station on the (la\ (JciirraJ 
Close iivaclc the noble effort he diti to eaiT\ the oi<h rs oi the (iovernment 
of Madras into execution, .shows the desperate lia/ard tliat was iuciiiTt'd. 
Tf, snys an officer of lank, dining the penod that between four and 
/ive thouMind troops were in a state of innliuoiis iiolence and ijproar, 
‘‘ one inu.skct had gone off by arridciit, not a man of his Majestys 33d 
“ regiment, would have been left alive, and a general ina.ss:uTe of almost 
“ all Europeans voiild have been the ino*t tertaiu result." 
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Bat, passing over what was likely to be the probable 
results of the desperate extreme^ which the Government 
of Fort St. George had resort, (though it is by a conside- 
ration of these results that the merit of my suggestions 
should be tried,) lel us contemplate what has occurred, 
from the most favourable issue that could have been 
anticipated. " The otfict'rs of the coast army must long 
continue to feel that degradation which they have en- 
dured. Years must ehipse before the action of this 
feeling will cease to produce disunion and discontent in 
that establislimeiit. But these are comparatively light 
considerations, as all questions must be, connected witli 
a body of men over whom we must always have such 
strong tics and efficient control as the European officers of 
our armies in India, ft is the firm allegiance and con- 
tinued obedience of the natives of which the strength of 
those armies is composed, which forms by far the most im- 
portant principle in our government of this great Empire. 
This can never be denied : and it is as true, that in thnt 
almost religious respect with which the sepoy of India has 
hitherto regarded his European officer, consisted what has 
been always deemed the chief link of this great chain of 
duty and obedience. That link (as far as relates to the 
sepoys of the coast establishment) * has, if not broken, been 
greatly shattered and impaired. A temporary object of 
impoitance, no doubt, has been gained by a sacrifice of 
one a thousand times the value of the object. The dignity 
of the local Governmeiit of Fort St. George has been saved 
from an imputation of weakness, by a measure which 
threatens the most serious daiig<T to the future safety of 
our whole empire in India. An evil, for which there were 
many and certain remedies, has been averted, by incurring 
one, the progress of which (from its character,) cannot be 

• No considcTation of tiiis question can be local or limited, ff a suc- 
cessful example of disobedience or rebellion was exhibited by our iiati\e 
troops om^tlie Madras cstablisliiiient, its baneful elfccts would not bv limited 
to that part of our possessions. 
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calculated ; which is, from its nature, irremediable ; and 
of which we know nothing, except that it is efficient to our 
destruction. 

The Government of Fort St. George appear resolved to 
withhold the expression of their sense of that benefit which 
the substance of their dispatch obviously shows flowed from 
my observation and conduct. Sir George Barlow, through 
his secretary, Lieutenant-Colonel Barclay, to me, under 
date the 12th of Jnly, states, that, “ in consequence of the 

information which I had communicated'^'* from Masuli- 
patain, he had ordered the assembling of a considerable 
force near Madras ; and it is to this precautionary measure, 
adopted upon my information, to, which the Government 
of Madras ascribes in a great degree the success of its sub- 
scquAit pjoccedings r and it seems also to have entirely 
escaped tin* recollection of the Goveniment, that if I bad 
not, by my (^xertions, reclaimed the garrison of Masulipa- 
tam from tlicir design of inarching to join the Hyderabad 
force, and prevented iVoin the 4th till the 22d of July their 
couiraitling any outrage, that a great part of the army 
would, during that eventful period, have been precipi- 
tated into a rupture before (he Government had time for 
executing any plan for (he d<»feat of tlieir designs. I do 
not mention these circumstances with a view of claiming 
any merit from iny exintions at that period ; but to show 
that (he same principle, which led to an unfounded iu- 
sinuatioii against my character, has caused an omission of 
every fact that could bring iny services to the favourable 
notice of my superiors. 

I shall resume my narrative, and state shortly what share 
I had in the transactions at Madras, from my return from 
Masulipatam till the arrival of Lord Minto at that settle- 
ment. 

I have already stated tliat Sir George Barlow directed 
me, before I went to Masulipatam, to write the draft of a 
letter to the commanding oflicers at Hyderabad and Jaul- 
nah, and had approved of wliat 1 had written? I had 
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carried a copy of Uiat draft to Masulipatam, and bad, on 
my first violent discussion with the officers of that garrison, 
adduced it as a proof of the moderation and temper with 
which the Governor had acted. In a short period, how- 
ever, it appeared that no such document had reached Hy- 
derabad, and I was exposed to the charge of intended 
deception. I addressed a note to Colonel JJarclay the 
day after I arrived at Madras, stating this fact, and 
begged that he would, by his answer, enable me to 
repel such a cliargc*. I received the following reply, 
dated Fort St. George, 28lli July 1809. 

Dkar Malcolm, 

I have just received your note of 
this date. I recollect perfectly v'ell, that bel'ore your 
einbarkatiou for Masulipatam'you put into my hands, 
to be delivered (o Sir George Barlow, a paper in the 
form of a draft of a letter to be written to Colonel Mon- 
tresor, on the subject of addresses from the flyderabad 
subsidiary force. I delivered the paper according to 
your desire. 1 know that Sir George Barlow did not 
approve of it ; and I believe that no letter of the nature 
“ of it was sent to Colonel Moiitresor. 

I remain, &c. &c. 

(Signed) ' li. BAllCLAY.” 


• I spoke to Colonel Barelay before I \M-ote upon this subject, and he 
said he would show tny iiot< to Sir G. Baiiuw, and obtain me an answ'er 
tliat would vindicate my character lioiri the charge to which the Governoi'n 
change of resolution had made ne Ii.diie. Thi^ < irciimstaDCc leO me with- 
out a doulit that the cautious icplv 1 icceived fiom that otticer wa*. by the 
direction of Sir G. Barlow. Iiniced, I was satisried that tins excellent and 
respcctabie offieer, for whom 1 have alwavs entertained the frame senti- 
ments of esteem and friendship, never acted in any part of those transac- 
tions, in which Ids name appears, bvt hy the speeijic instruct wm ur oidtrs cj" 
the Gacernof^ 



Greatly surprised at this answer, I w»*otc the following 
note : 

Dear Barclay, 

“ There must be a mistake, as the 
draft I gave you was written, by direction of Sir George 
Barlow, from a menioraiiduin now in my pt)j»se.ssion, 
which I had read to Sir George not hall an hour b<^fore, 
and of which he at that moment approved, or he would 
not have desired me to put it in the sha|;e of a letter, 
I bi'g tile nature of the lequest I iiiade in my note of 
y(‘sterday may not be inbiinderstood. I am aware >ir 
George Barlow, when he asked my opiniorj on the 
question ofihe reply to be made to the representation 
from the Hyderabad force, T.joht, < veri if lie appioved 
my suggestion at the moment, be led fiy a thousand con- 
slcleralions to alter his sentiments ladore \\\ tappal '* was 
dispatdh'd ; but as 1 saihd for Masulipatam uiuh r liie 
impression that no cliange h id oeenrred in hi^ opinion, 
and made use of tin* mfoicuatioii 1 had upon tin* ^ubjeet, 
to satisfy misguided nu’ii that tln^y vv(‘re m erior regard- 
ing his disposition towards them, and by (Ioin -4 so h.ive 
subjected myself to a cinige of hifoulid dii ( ptiop^ I 
wasiiaturally anxious to clear my cnai ‘( (er from this 
imputation; and (he circu.nstance'' u( n* evidenM\ siK'h, 
that it appeared in my mind I W'MiIJ be er il)h‘d to do 
so without the slightest embamssmenl loeidier yon or 
Sir George Barlow. If, inched, i hid not been s.iti^tied 
“ of this, 1 should never have written, at a moim'in like 
the present, upon such a subject. Voiir note conveys 
no idea but that 1 had, wilhout any previ )us commun:- 
‘‘ ca ion with Sir George Barlow, sent a draft of a lette r 
td him through you, ot which he disappioved : and so 
‘‘ far from answering the object for which it was voliciied, 
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could make no impression but that my assertions were 
founded on an ill-groiindcd presumption of my possess- 
“ ing an influence over the judgment of Sir G. Barlow. 
Thisj you must be aware ^ is exactly opposite U) the cir* 
cumstances o f the case^ as 1 have stated them to you at 
the period of their occurrence; for I told you it was by 
desire of Sir George Harlow I gave you the draft. 

I have felt it due to myself lo say so much, but am 
not desirous a word more should pass on the subject. 
1 trust it never lias and never can be supposed, that I 
could cither in word or deed do any tiling that could 
occasion the slightest embarrassnu nt upon any question, 
much less upon one of so personal a nature. 

Your’s sincerely, 

(Signed) JOHN MALCOLM.” 

To this communication 1 received tlie following more 
satisfactory reply : 

Dear Malcolm, 

1 have been so busy for the last (wo 
days, that I could not refer to the answer which 1 wrote 
on the 28tfi ultimo to your lelter of that date, respecting 
the draft of the letter which >ou gave me for Sir George 
Barli»w previous to your embarkation for Masulipatara. 

1 now find that it is not mentioned in that answer that 
you had prepared the draft at Sir (ieorge Barlow’s dc» 
sire, after a long conversation with him on the subject; 
but I recollect perfectly well that you told me so when 
yow gave ftie the draft. 

1 remain, &c. &c. 

(Signed) “ R. BARCLAY, 

M. S.” 

“ Fort St. George, 

1st August, 1809.” 



107 


This trifling but irritating circu instance confiimed me 
in the resolution I had taken regarding ray own conduct. 
I had come irom llonihay with the intention of joining 
my station at Mysore ; but 1 had received, when at Masu* 
lipatam, a letur from J.oril Minto reappointing me to 
Persia; and 1 tiad, since 1 reached Madras, been directed 
by a letter froin his Lordship, under date the of July, 
to await his arrival at that place. With such orders I 
could only offer my service as a volunteer to Sir George 
Barlow; and I had little encouragiinenf to do that. He 
had, it is true, at tlie interview I had on the ‘J7lh, ex- 
pressed in a cold maimer his wish that I should go to 
Mysore ; but that wisli had never been repeated : he had 
made no further comrnunieation to me since my return; 
nor hull I even been required to give that iiitbrmation 
wliich he knew I possessejf. (Jmlrr such circumstances, 
I felt that it was my duty to obey tin* orflers of the (iover- 
iior-Cb neral, and not to inlniilc niy voluntary services 
when they were evidently not sought. Jii consequence of 
this determiiiatioii L addressed a private letter to Sir 
Gcoige BarliMV on the 1st of August ; in which, after ex- 
plaining very fully the sentiments by which my conduct 
was regulated, 1 offered the following ohserxaiions on 
what had passed, and what might be expected from the 
measure he had adopted : 

“ You are stranger to that entlinsiasm with which I 
embarkeil in th<» present scene; j i.d, whatever has been 
iny success, 1 am assured tint v‘>u r.ic .satisfied 1 liavc 
“ not been deficient in zeal in die exeition of iny humble 
endeavours to reclaim my lirotlier oiheers to teiiijKU' and 
to the path of duty: and I indulged, to the v(*rv Mumumt 
of my arrival at Madras from Masulipatrnn, a hope ihat 
this great object of your solicitude would be efii cted 
without having recourse to coiicive measures; or at 
least that a great proportion of th(' officers of llu* 
pariy’s army (including almost all who had \UMght and 
infhienee with the men) would be recovered, and that 
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^ (he early submission of (h<' rest i\oiild have been a cer* 
“ (ain consequence of the rctiirh of (heir seniors to (heir 
duly. 

The Iiiii^hly criminal violence of (he force at Hyder- 
ab.'ul, which is known to (he whole anny to be guided 
by weak and wrong-headed men, has unfor(unateIy 
precipiiated a very different issue to (hat which I was 
so sanguine as (o expect. That force has declared that 
‘‘ (li(‘y sjK'ak (he sentiments of the whole, or at least (hose 
of a great proportion of the Madras army ; though i( is 
“ evident, at the moment they made such an assertion, 
‘‘ (hey could not have received an answer from any 
station to that absurd pfiper which (hey term a!» f ///- 
which (liey have had (he audacity to forward 
to (fovernment ; but which, t consi ieniionsly believe, 
would, if it had been publicly promulgated, have been 
disowned ami diselaimed by great numbers of the senior 
and most respectable officers at every station in (lie 
army. 1 can speak positively with regard to some, 
indited all of (he senior officers of (he garrison of Masu- 
lipatam upon this subject, and they have latidy been 
(‘onsidered as the most violent of the whole. I am far 
from meaning (such meaning would, indeed, be as con- 
traiy tolliat high respect J have ever entertained for 
yoni character, as to the duties ot uiy situation) to offer 
even an oj)inion on the vusdom and [)olicy of that step 
which (lovernineat has lal<*ly «*idop((‘d with the (Jom- 
pany’s otticers of diis establishment. The test these 
were r(‘(juircd to sign was, as far as I imderstood it, a 
mere riqietitioii of the obligations ot the commission 
that every one of Ihm.i held ; and (he only rational ob- 
jeclion that could be ina(l(‘ to it by men who were 
d(.*voted to their duty, and who had never dcviateil 
from it in thought, vvoid, oi deed, was, tJiat it was iin- 
necessary ; that it was, with regard to tlumi at least, an 
‘‘ art of supererogation, and one that had a taint of suspi- 
cion in if. These were, indeed, the feelings that passed 



in ray iniiicl when this paper was first put into my 
^ hands ; but they were instantly subdued by a paramount 
^ sense of public duty ; and I sii^ned it to show (as far as 
* my example could show) iny perfect acquiescence in a 
measure which the tioverninent i served had thought 
proper to adopt : but I am satisfied it was not (he lerir.s 
‘ of this paper whieli led the «reat majority of (he (.\)m- 
pany’s officers both in camp and at. the Mount, and in 
^ the garrison, to refuse llicir signatures ; it wa.s tlxj man- 
^ ner in which it was presented, and the circumstances 
^ by which the whole proceedini^ was aceompanit^d. 
The minds of tin* most honourable, and of lljo^e most 
attached to Cirovernmeiit and to tlndr (\>untry, revolted 
more at the mode than the substance of tin* act : they 
felt (perliaj)s erroneously) that they were (]is»Taced, 
because the manner in wdiich their consent was aslv<*d 
^ showed they were not in the least lru.st<‘d : and this was, 
^ 1 am assured, one of the chief causes of theur almost 
«;cneral rejection of this proposed t<\st of tide'ity. It 
appears to me of the greatest importance tliat yoii 
should lie aware of every feelinj^ ih it this ])roc(‘(*(Iini»* 
excited; and it is in discharge of (he duties of (hat 
‘ friendship with which you have ever honoined me 
that I have stated my sentiments so frc<‘ly upon tliis 
subject. 1 am very iiilimalcly ac(piainted with a 
number of the oHicerS of wiiom I sp<‘alv : som<‘ i/f thfui 
would, I am c(*rtaiii, have ^iven theii lives for (i(»v( rn- 
ment at the very moment they r{•fll^e(l to a 
‘‘ which they thouirht, fnmi the mode in wliich it u:i.s 
proposed, reflected upon their honour ; and otin is, u|,(> 
had unfortunattly ixoiie to a certain extent in (In* late 
culpable and unmiiitary proceedings, but who vic\'( d 
“ the criminal excesses of some of their brothm* olbr< rs 
with undisguised horror and if.ilis.':uat ion, would, I ain 
“ assured, if it had been possible for (Government to ha\c 
pardoned wluit w'as past, and to Iia\e expressed, in iii- 
diligent language, its kind inteiilions for the fuluie, 
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have been the most forward in their eiTorts to punish 
those who, by an unwarranlable perseverance in a j^uilty 
career, nieri<cd all the wrath of the stale : but, untortu- 
natcly, (though such an intention, I am assured, never 
enlcred inlo your mind,) an almost general sentiment 
prevailed, thal it was meant the service should be 
destroyed by the first blow, and that all were Ihercforc 
included in one general mass, as just objects of suspicion 
and disgrace. 

“ I am tUr from defending such aii interpretation of this 
measure of fJovernment ; I have only staled what 1 
consider to be the tact, and explained, as far as I could, 
those causes by which 1 believe it to have been p!c»- 
duced : their operation is, 1 fear, now almost iirejiiedi- 
able, end events must lake their course. 1 know (anil 
iny personal conduct has proved i(,) that iny brother 
officers are deeply wrong ; and I am quite heart-broken 
when I reflect on the consequences to tlnunselves and 
country which the guilt of some of (hem is likely to 
‘‘ produce. 1 need not assure you of niy sincere happi- 
ness at the success which has hitherto attended the cxc- 
cutioii of the measure you have adopted, and 1 
anxiously hope it may meet with no opposition. I 
have never doubted the success of this measure, if it was 
resorted to, as far as related to the accomplishment of 
its immediate object; and 1 most earnestly pray that 
my jiulgnient may have deceived me with regard to the 
collateral and remote consequences by whicli I have 
always .Icemed it likely to be attended,” 

The only reply I received to this communication, was 
by a note from (Jolonel Barclay, under date the ^d of 
August, to acquaint me, that, for the reasons I had slated, 
Sir (ieorge Barlow would not press me lo go to Mysore, 
and that it was the (iovenior’s intention to reply to the 
other parts of uijMetter at more leisure.” He never, 
however, condescended to make such a reply, or indeed to 
honour me witii any bubsequeiit coniinuiiication whatever, 
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either personally, or llironfijh (he medium of 3Lr\f of his 
staff: and an event occurred soiiicliinc afterwards, whicli 
produced such Irritation upon his mind, as to make him 
deny me the common civilities due to an officer in my 
public station. Some time after my return to Madras, an 
address* from tlie inhabitants of Madras to Sir tieorge 
Barlow was drawn up, and sent in circulation. This 
address was said to have ori«*uiate<l w ilh a staff officer of 
rank. None of the usual forms of convening the inhabit- 
ants had taken place; and the mode adopted to obtain 
signatures was still more extraordinary than this glaring 
departure from common usage, tjicntlemen of the first 
respectability in the civil service intorm(‘d me, (hat when 
they had testified an aversion to sign this address unless 
parts of it were modified, they had nwived such plain in- 
timations regarding the consc*quences with wliich tln^ir 
refusal would be attended,* as left them in no doubt but 
lliat they must either sacrifice (heir opinions, or bring im- 
mediate distress, and perhaps final ruin, upon themselves 
and their families. Under these circumstances some had 
signed ; while others had actually absented thrinselv('s for 
days from their own houses, to escape (he painfid impor- 
tunities to which they were exposeil. It is necessary here 
to state, that almost all ranks were ready at this moment 
to come forward with a public declaration of duly and 
attachment to (Jovernmeiit, and of their re adiness to sacri- 
fice their lives ami fortunes in its dt fcnce; but a strojig 
objection was^enlertaim^d by many to tJiat part of the cir- 
culated address which cast reflections upon that body ot 
officers who had embraced the alternative of retiring lor a 
period from their duty, rather than sign the test which 
Government had proposed. It was said, and with great 
truth, that at the moment when Ciovernnient professed its 
desire to reclaim these officers to a more active all(‘giaiic<‘, 
molhing could be more unwise aiul useless than cxaspeiat- 


See a copy of this in the Appendix. 
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iny Ihcir minds to a sullen perseverance in error, by an 
abtisc of them in an arldrcss signed by a few civil and 
military inlribitaiits of Madras ; and that it was perfectly 
evident sucli an expression of sentiment could only have 
the effect of widening a breach it was most desirable to 
close, and of creating' (1)}' exciting discussion) further dis* 
sensioiis and difference ofo])inion ainon^ those of whose 
devoted attachment to (ioveriimcnt tliere could Ikj no 
doubt. Such were my own senfinn'iits regarding this 
address: and while I foresaw (he mischief it was calculated 
to produce, I could divine no possibh* good from its agifa- 
lioj3. It A^as sent for my signature, Avith the folloAving 
note from ('olonel Jicith : 

The accompanying address is suljniittod to I/ienfe- 
nant-Coloiiei Malcolm for his consideration, Avhich, as 
soon as he is done Arith, it is requested he will return to 
the bearer.” 

To this I iminedialely sent an answer, as follows: 

I/ieutenant«Coloiiel Malcolm returns the address t<i 
fiieuteiiant-CoIonel Leith. He has not signed it, for 
r(*asons very foreign to any AAant of resi)ect and regard 
for Sir George Barlow, or of duty, obedience, and 
attachment to that constituted authority of his country 
under which he is placed.” 

r caiiMi)! recollect that I ever in my life took a step in 
which my mind Avas more decided respecting its propriety, 
on every public and private principle, than iipon this 
occasion. I considered the address, both from the irre- 
gular inode in Avhicli it was brought forward, (he unbe- 
coming means resorted to in order to obtain signatui'es, and 
the eitpressions contained in it, as an unwise measure, 
which had originated in that spirit of uiidistinguishirtg 
violence which I conscientiously believed had been the 
chief means of producing a crisis that this act Avas caK 
ciliated to inflame. It did not appear to my mind to be 
attended with ihe slightest benefit, for it brought no ncAV 
friends to Government : and though it could not shake the 
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attachment to the legitimate authority of [their country of 
any persons whose principles were fixed, its tendency wag 
to excite jealousy and division among those who were most 
warmly attached to order and Government : and among 
these, however actuated by a sense of public duty, it was 
natural that a difference of private opinion should exist. 
Some were, no doubt, more disposed than others to approve 
violent and unqualified proceedings, or perhaps less dis- 
posed to maintain that independence of mind which no man 
should ever be censured for maintaining upon such points ; 
otherwise addresses of this stamp would not only lose their 
value, but become tests of the most odious and invidious 
nature that a tyrannic Government could invent, to degrade 
or alienate the minds of its subjects. 

I certainly was most reluctant to believe that this 
measure had Sir George Barlow’s sanction : it seemed to 
me of a character opposite to all the principles and habits 
of his life : nor could 1 forget those grounds which lie had 
assumed when he recently refused to permit me to frame 
an address of a very opposite tendency, and one tliat 
would) in all probability, have prevented those evils which 
this seemed calculated to infiame. 1 never was more sur- 
prised than when (some days subsequent to my note to 
Colonel Leith) I was informed by a confidential olfficer of 
the Governor’s staff, to whom I mentioned what 1 had done, 
and the reasons by which 1 was actuated, that the address, 
from the first, had the Governor’s complete sanction and 
approbation. 

In closing this subject, it may be necessary to state, that 
thb address, after all the unbecoming efforts that were 
used to obtain signatures, had only fifty-seven names affixed 
to it; among which, twenty-four only were civilians and 
inhabitants of Madras : the remainder were officers of his 
Majesty’s service, with a few of the staff of the Company’s 
army. If all those who did not sign it were not actually , 
considered as disafiected, they were deemed by those 
whom this measure had formed into a party, as hike* 
warm in the public cause. This species of injustice is too 



common to such tunes, to afford any individual a right of 
complaint; but there should be a difference between the 
momeritary feeling of a violent party during a period of 
conuaofion, and (he deliberate sentiments of a public ruler. 
I have already mentioned, that the crime of having pre- 
sumed, though in the most respectful manner, to act con- 
formably to the dictates of my own judgment on a ques- 
tion which was referred to me as a private individual, sub- 
jected me, at the moment, to the loss of those civilities 
from Sir George Barlow to which I liad a right from my 
public station ; and I did not require the evidence I have 
now obtained, from the publication of the letter from the 
Government of Madras to the Secret Committee, to satisfy 
my mind that my cliaractcr has since had to war with all 
the weight that belongs to the influence and opinion of 
Sir George Barlow : but, great as this odds may Jippear to 
many, it can excite no apprehension in a mind fortified as 
mine is by a conscious sense of never having deviated from 
the path of private rectitude, or public duty. 

Though, subsequent to this transaction, all personal in- 
tercourse between Sir (ieorge Barlow and me had ceased, 

I could not look with indifference on the events tliat 
occurred ; and when the mad desperation of the oHiccrs of 
the two corps which inarched from (/hittledroog to [)roc<?ed 
to Seriugapatam led to an I'lction, J thought tl»e opportu- 
nity fa> ourable to close this horrid scene in a manner every 
way suited to the dignity of (Joverriment. I first cora- 
njunicat d iny sentiments upon this point to Lieutenant- 
Colonel Barclay, and afterwards ventured to address the 
following note to Sir George Barlow, cxjieeting that the 
importance of tlie subject, and a consideration of former 
acquaintance and rogunl, would at least obtain a pardon 
for ^uch a liberty. 

Dear Sir, 

I wrote a note to Colonel Barclay some hours 
ago, which he informed me he sent to you for perusal. 

1 have since received a letter from Masulipatara, at 
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which place they are between hope and despair ; but 
have refrained from further guilt, and mean to refrain, 
unless called upon by Ihose wlio have now, thank God ! 

“ shown them an example of returning to their duty, I 
am assunnl you will not blame that extreme anxiety 
whicli makes me intrude, unasked, my opinion at a 
rnomenl like the present. I have, I am satistied, the 
fullesUnforniation of the real temper of this army at this 
present p(?riocl ; an<l, if I am not the most deceived man 

“ in (Ik* world, there is an opportunity given, Ijy the con- 
duct of the Hyderabad force*, which enables you to 
combine tlie immediate and complete scttlcrnent ot* these 
alllicting troubles wit !i the advancement of the reputa- 
tion, power, and dignity’^, of Government. I am aware 
of die very deep guilt into which almost all have gone ; 
some in hitciiiion^ others in net : hut the force at Ilychu- 
abad, who, since the* Lsi of May, huve horn the cause 
of all the present (‘vils, and who lately insulted Govern- 
ment with demands, are now su))plicating cleie.nm}” : a 
dreadful t example has occurred in Mysore, widcli will 
make a lasting impression on both oHicers and sepoys, 
of the horrors to which such illegal combinations lead. 
If it were possible to close the sccik* here, an impression 
must be made that will for ever prevent the repetition of 
such crimes ; and tlie effect of shame and contrition, 
whicii the clemency and magnaiiimity of Government 
must produce, will have more cfTcci upon tlie minds of 
liberal men than twciity'^ examples. iMcjfs minds will 
be at once reclaimed, and they will be fixed in their 
“ altaclimont by a better motive than fear. But this is 
not all. The oflicers at Hyderabad, like* those of other 
stations, act at tin? present crisis eutirclj' from the ini- 
pulse of passion and feeling; and tlie^ ily, as 1 Iiavc 

• Tlir offirers of that force had viirnrd tlio ti'Jl, 

t It was considiTcd, at the moment when llii-? note \^as written, tis.if 
almobt thi: whole of the two corps fioDi Chittledrooij had been dc^tiONul, 
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witnessed, from one extreme to another, with a facility 
that is not to be credited by persons under llie influence 
of calm reason. Such persons can never be depended 
upon, whatever pledges they make, while any strong 
causes of agitation remain : and no act, therefore, wliicli 
docs not embrace the whole, can give that complete 
security and tranquillity which is the object of desire. 
If a single question [of irritation and inflammation be 
left, it is a spark which may again create a general ex- 
‘‘ plosion. 

You will, I am assured, pardon this communication. 
“ Nothing could have induced me to (he freedom, but a 
conviction that this is one of those happy moments 
when all the dangers that threaten us may be dissipated. 
If you can, on tlie grounds of your granting that 
clemency to supplication, which you never would to 
demand; of military justice being satisfied, and the 
army lessoned, in the dreadful example that has been 
made in Mysore; and of your thinking it not dcroga* 
tory, at such a moment, to grant a general amnesty, 
and to bury the past in oblivion : desiring all those who 
mean to perform their duty to join their corps, and 
those who do not, to consider themselves out of the ser* 
vice ; and proclaiming every man a traitor, and liable 
to immediate military execution, who opposes legal 
authority one hour after the receipt of this order, I will 
answer with iny life for the iiiimcdiale re-establishment 
of the public authority on more secure grounds than it 
“ perhaps ever rested. Such an act as this will, I am 
assured, while it advances the fame and dignity of 
Government, raise your own reputation in the highest 
degree ; and you will receive, as you will merit, the 
blessings of thousands, with the applause of your 
country. 

I have perhaps already said too much upon this 
subject ; and I could adduce many more equally for- 
cible reasons to those I have urged ; but 1 shall not 
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trouble you further. If you think the sugoe&tions I 
have ofl'ered worthy of any attention, 1 shall attend 
you, and state them. With regard to the success of 
this measure 1 caunot have a doubt. If all did not im« 
mediately submit, they would be completely disunited : 
and those that ventured to oppose (if there were any 
such), would be the proper objects for example. 

I am, with great respect, 

Your obedient servant, 

(Signed) JOHN MALCOLM.” 

The receipt of this note was not even acknowledged ; 
and it was, of course, the last communication I made to 
Sir George Barlow. When Lord Minto arrived at Madras, 
I laid every part of my conduct before him. I gave him 
every information I could regarding the actual slate of 
affairs; and submitted with freedom my sentiments of 
those principles which should govern his final judgment 
on the important poinfs that remained for his decision. 
He expressed no dissatisfaction at my conduct ; he thanked 
me for my information ; and though he differed with me 
in many of the opinions I stated, he did not condemn me 
for that difference : on the contrary, he appeared pleased 
with the liberty I took in offering my advice with such 
boldness and freedom. The whole of the manner, us well 
as the substance of the conduct, which this able and vir- 
tuous nobleman observed towards me on this occasion, had 
the effect of reconciling my mind to further exertions in 
the public service ; from which, I confess, it was, before 
his arrival, much, if not wholly alienated. 1 bad been 
employed, as I have shown, in a confidential manner, 
without being trusted. 1 had been deputed on a delicate 
and arduous mission, and recommended to pursue a system 
which mixed firmness with conciliation, while it proposed 
to reclaim by reason more than by terror ; and before any 
time was given for tlic operation of the measures 1 had 
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^iken, a new course was adoplcd, grounded on coercion 
alone : and because 1 luul not by insj)iralioii divined tliat 
such uoidd be the ulliiniite result, I now discover Hint L 
have been most unjustly censured, as disappoinling the 
expectations of the (ioverninent : and it lias been in- 
sinuated (a direct charge would have been too bold) that 
f acted contrary to orders. 1 trust 1 liavo refuted every 
charge of this nature ; and if some should continue to think 
1 have committed errors; none, I am assured, can arnise 
me of criuK's. Let it be recollected that 1 v,:is iilacrd, 
througliout all the transactions I have' described, in a most 
jKiiiiful and dilUcuU sitmition. I had no prescribed or dis- 
tinct duty to perform ; 1 v>a.s called ui)on l^y Sir Harlow 
to exert, in tin* manner I thought best adajHoJ to ll;e ( iid, 
rdl the inilueiicc of character to reclaim niea witJi 
whom h<* thought I had great weight ; and he appeun ed for 
a period to give me his ronfidence, and to trust implicitly 
to my discretion and judgment. 1 was all along s(‘nsible 
to the fidl danger of the situation in A\hich I placed mys(‘lf; 
but was too earnest in the cause to altcmd to prud^uice : 
and I may consciimtiously add, that 1 never was more 
assured of meeting approbation from Sir (ii*org(‘ Harlow 
than at that moment wlnui 1 found myself estianged from 
all share in Ids confidence, and treated witli the most 
pointed neglect. JJut I had myself to reproach. 1 should 
certainly have foreseen that my ell’orts would have been 
useless, when combined with a system of measures to which 
they bore lilile or no alliidty ; and 1 was (J must confess 
it,) wrong in supposing, for a moment, that my advice, or 
any arsruuients I could adduce, could, under any cir- 
cumstaiiccs, permanently divert the (loveruor of' l oit 
St. George into a course that mixed feeling, and consi- 
deration for human failings, with the established maxims 
of his ordinary rule. I should have known belter ; and in 
fact 1 did, as my letters * befoie I Aveiit to Madras prove : 


^ iilt‘ lelUTs to Lorjl.'> WiHe'^lry ajifl WtIlin''^toii, pages ol, 
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but, \^hen on llie spor, my hear! conquorcd my bead, and 
I tried an impossibility : but I never shall resrret the 
attempt, nor blush for having recommended principles of 
action that are congenial to the best feclirigs of human 
nature, that arc calculated to make Government an object 
of rational attachment, aud to give the mind a generous 
])ridc ill submission and obedience; and wliich, so far 
from being of dangerous example, and s(il)V(*rsive of order, 
arc familiar in the jiractice to every free stale, and have 
never been rejected in the most despotic, when such have 
been governed by great and wise rules. 
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No. I. 

Copies of Letters froniLieutenant-Colonel Malcols 
during his Stay at Masulipatam. 


TO SIR GEORGE BARLOW. 

I^Iasulipatam, 4th July, 1809. . 

Dear Sir, 

I arrived here early this morning- No- 
thing can be worse than (he state in which matters were. 
Major Storey seems a weak man, and the garrison was 
commanded by a commillee of violent spirited young men. 
They deliberated, after mj^ arrival, on tlie measures they 
were to pursue ; and were at first, I am assured, disposed 
to resist my autiiority : they next made a demand of an 
act of amnesty for all late proceedings in the garrison of 
Masulipatam. This, 1 told them, it was quite impossible 
for me to grant ; that a regular military proceeding had 
been instituted, toMiiquire into late proceedings ; and that 
I could declare, it was the intention of Government to 
order a court martial to try any pci son this court thought 
ought to be tried ; but 1 could say no more. They had, 
I found, pledged themselves most deeply to resist Govern- 
ment, to almost all the stations in the array*, and had 
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received the stronircst a‘^surances of support from Hyder- 
abad ; and I believe a movcinont towards lliat quarter was 
intended in a day or two. The public avowal of their 
determination to resist Government made them feel reluc- 
tant to r('lax tJicir opposition ; and their fear of sufleriiii;’ 
for what has past, rendered them quite desperate. Tliey, 
liowever, after a conlerciicc of some hours, became more 
reasonable, and professed their obedience to my authority, 
and their acquiescence in the inquiry that had been ordered. 
I issued tile general orders, and directed the iiistaiit release 
of Lieut enant-Coloiiel I lines from arrest. I saw him. He 
Is no doubt a very good, but he is a weak man. He feels 
naturally very indignant at what has j)assed, but wdl be 
moderate in Ids conduc t. I could liave h* d no idea (d’die 
length to wiiich niattcus have* proc:e<‘ded, bc'forc to-day. 
An organized oppositicui to Governnic’iit was to have com- 
menced as the day after to-morrow ; and, in tin* prcsent 
temper of men, I know not ifthatewent can be avoided. 
Nothing can be so iiafortnnate as the occurrences of the 
mutiny here, as numbers have been hunied into guilt, from 
which they sec no escape but in all being (‘qr.allv involved. 
This is a melancholy state to have minds in. 1 iiave eer- 
tainly succeeded in making them abandon their violent 
measures for the inoinent ; but a relapsi’ is to b(' appre- 
hended; particularly as it would appear dillicult, il not 
impossible, to tranquillize them by an act of amnesty. 
What am I to do, in case of an extreme? Tlie com- 
bination is general, ilxcusc this hurried note. I Jiavc 
not a moment. 

I am, with great respect, 

Your obedient servant, 

JOHN MALCOLM. 


(Signeil) 
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TO Sin GLORCE RARLOAV. 

JMaMiIipiitam, .‘ith July, 1009. 

Dcaii Sill, 

1 wp.r.rs: voii a luirr‘u:(l Ii’Hcr last nii-Iif. I 
have since come kmiwleil^v of many addiiional lads, 
and lia\e had some linu' to rdled on wiml I havt* se<m and 
heard ; and I sliould ]>e ns ^\aiilinu’ in my duly to von Jis 
<o niy connliN'. if! was wilhheui, by ixuy molive v.halevi'r, 
in slalinir my se»dim' nl> in IIk' mo-^l lin lisiniised manner 
on the present st ite of alfairs : am! ^vi»*;lhej■ \ on eoineidc 
in my o|)ini(m or not, vou can have no doiu)! it'^arding 
IhoM' motive'* ihal I '.id nu* to expn'^s, in that s'u red con- 
tid(‘nc<*, which joiir knowled-i' of my chann'O r an:h('riz(‘s 
me lo use, the* convit lioirof ir.y j’‘(^,^•nenl oii Utr .Arps 
iieecNsary to be (ak<’n upon ti\t‘ pr ‘'cnl miforlnnan* crisis. 

f have now s'cen tin* coiu*erted pl ui^ of almost ihe whole 
of tile army aivniiel iite ant Inn-ity ef (iove rnment ; and eaii 
sa\, with almost an essttram-i* t!t'd I am r»>iiee(, that thriv 
is not one ( 'ompajiy’s c()rp‘‘, fnmi Cape Cominin to Gan- 
jmi, lhal is not implicated in the e(‘i,er;il fi'iiilf, and that 
is I'ot pled.^tal to i ijjc a<j^*ainst ( b)\ enmuMit, iinh‘>.s what 
they <Ie"m their i(*v.mces an‘ r(‘dr(‘ssf‘d. I>e assured, 
thal no comnianilmu’ (\'Iie<’r, wliatever iIk'v ma\ wiie.*, has 
any n al antlii>rity over tlieir cori)s^ ; and (h.)n;>'/i in swan; 
jihua''! (w htM’e (Iii*re are Ixiiii^’.s re<»iiji(‘nt' ) they ai(‘ more 
<»i!:ndi‘d, tlieir re‘‘oliii!on i'* the same ; and they mean to 
act, till* moment the t‘\ample is shown l)y tln>se parts of 
lljearmy whom I !i4‘y consider as most likel\ to lx* sni'ee^sfnl 
in (ln‘ir lirst ell’orts. The 1 1 > (!<-t*aI)ad and ifatdnah force an' 
chhdly hu»k('tl to, and the noiiiiern liivision of the army; 
and the llnropean leoiment has, from wliat tlu'v styh* its 
reivimenlal irrievances, become tin' corps from wliicdi tiny 
txpoci liio lirst ad of opposition, its late proccedi/igs 


'' Tt'is cImhK alliulcb to llic olJici is of llu* corji'i. 
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are applauded and confirmed by the force at Hyderabad ; 
and I know it was intended, if there had been the slightest 
indication of any coercive measures, or even had the Com- 
mander-in-Chief arrived, to have inarched this corps and 
the two sepoy battalions in the division to effect a junction 
with the Hyderabad force, in order to organize an army to 
commence hostilities with (jovernnicnt. Their march was 
to have taken place as to-day ; and it was, for five hours 
after my arrival, a subject of warm discussion, Whether I 
should be recognised or not as their commanding officer? 
And, after stating every thing a man could state to reclaim 
them to better feeling, I was obliged to give tliein the 
choice of the extreme, of cither innnedialely submitting to 
the order of Government, or of opposing it. They chose 
at last the former: but placed it on the grounds of lliat 
general respect which was paid by them, and all their 
brother officers, to my character. 1 did not think it 
necessary to fight regarding the grounds of tlieir obedience 
on this point, being sali.sfied with the substance, and par- 
ticularly as I had received this proof after tliey were in- 
formed of my sentiments and intentions. I'lunigli an im- 
mediate open rebellion against Govermm rit 1ms been pre- 
vented by my arrival at Masulipatain, the danger is not 
past; and we must not deceive ourselves, or any longer 
evade this serious question. The ofticers of the ("ompany’s 
army on tlic coast are no doubt at this moment in a state of 
actual insurrection against the (ioveriiment ; and this com- 
bination against autliority is every moment maturing and 
spreading wider. I have seen the letter * from the Bombay 
army to that of the coast, and it is unqualified in its con- 
demnation of the ordeis of the 1st of May, and its promise 
of support. Several private letters have been received 
from Bengal. An address from that army, to the same 
effect as that of Bombay, *s expected : at all events they 
appear certain that no human power will lead the Bengal 


This was afterwards discovered to be a forgerj*. 
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Iroops to act against them. They calculate upon opposU 
tioii from the King’s army, and their plans are concerted 
to'ineet it. These deluded men arc aware of the ruin they 
are bringing upon themselves ; but their inlktuation is so 
great, that they arc reconciled to their ruin, in the expcc* 
tationthat it will equally involve that Government against 
which their rage lias been so industriously and so success* 
fully excited. All attempts to reason %vith men in the 
state of mind they arc in, appears vain. Even the cir- 
culation of the able letter from Bengal is, as I apprehended, 
likely to inflame, instead of appeasing their passions. It 
is so true, that when men’s minds have gone completely 
wrong, that which ought to put llicm right has, in general^ 
a direct contrary effect : and the fact is, that all those cor- 
rect principles and loyal feelings, which are so eloquently 
expressed in the letter from the supreme Government, but 
serve to impress them more’ forcibly with a sense of that 
guilt into which they have so precipitately rushed, and to 
render them more desperate in tlieir proceedings, as they 
can (after what 1ms passed, and particularly late events at 
this place,) only see individual safety in all being equally 
involved in the deepest guilt. 1 entreat you to be per- 
suaded that these sentiments ere quite general ; or, at least, 
that the few who do not entertain them have neither the 
means nor the courage (6 oppose tlieir progress ; and 
.allow themselves, with an indefensible passiveness, to be 
borne along with the tide. Under siicli a state of circum- 
stances, all hopi^s of this spirit of insurrection subsiding 
must be at an end. Some steps must instantly be taken ; 
and no good can result from the application of any partial 
remedy. The disease is general, anil the remedy must be 
.so also. It remains with you to decide on the measures 
that are to be adopted. The first and most military, 
though not, perhaps, the most political, that suggests itself, 
is the employment of actual force. In such a contest, 
however, not only the means must be calculated, but the 
result j and, as far as I can judge, suc cess, even in this 
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extreme, would not save us from the most baneful conse- 
quences. Jt sctmis therefore not wise to Jiave resort lo 
such a measure, till every other that it is possible for (io- 
rernment to take, without the anuihihitioii of its own power 
and dignity, has been tried and failed. Unqualified con- 
cession to the demands of the army, either in dismissing 
public servants of (jovernment, or in rescinding its orders, 
would be a virtual resignation of its power, and cannot 
therefore be made. It would, indt‘ed, be better and more 
honourable, if matters were at the tcorstj tliaf (govern- 
ment should fall by any hands than its own. Should Go- 
vernment not resolve on having immediate resort to force, 
one line only remains that could at the j)rcseiit moment 
afford a rational hope of the necessity of having recourse 
to that extreme? being avoided, or at least of its being 
resorted to with advantage ; which is, to meet the crisis at 
once, by a general order to something of the following pur- 
port : 

“ Government finds, with concern, that it can no longer 
indulge that sanguine hope which it once entertained, 
that the irritation which a variety of causes have com- 
billed to produce in the minds of the Company’s army 
on the coast w'ould subside; and as it is satisfied tliat the 
evils which must result from tfu' exishmcc of those com- 
binalions against its authority, that are now' formed in 
almost every station, will, if suffereil to continue, be as 
iiijurious to (he public interests, as if tliosc by whom 
these proceedings arc carried on were in a state of open 
hostility to (Jovernment ; it feels compelled to antici- 
pate every extreme that can occur, and to publish to 
the army at laige the final resolutions which it has 
adopted iin(h*r this <*xtraord inary and unparalleled 
situation of affairs : and tliese resolutions will, it is satis- 
fied, be found to coiubine as miieh attention to the feel- 
ings of the army as it is possible to show without a 
sacrifice of the public iutinest, and an abaiidomnent of 
the authority aud dignity of Government. The Go- 
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vernor and Council can and does make every passible 
allowance for feclinirs so strongly excited as those of the 
olKcers of llic co»ist army have been, and is di$pose<l to 
r<‘f(‘r that great agitation of mind Into which they have 
‘‘ been thrown by a concurrence of causes which must 
greatly mitigate, if they do not altogether extenuate, 
tlial degree of criminality which must alw'ays attach to 
‘‘ such jwoccedings : and, under such impressions, he can 
view their extreme solicitude regarding those of their 
brotlicr officers whom he lias thought it his duty to 
suspend tJie service, with that consideration which is 
due to a highly meritorious body of officers, acting under 
“ the strong impulse of warm and honourable, but mis'* 
taken feelings. And with such sentiments he cannot 
deem it derogatory to Government to state, that he iu- 
tends, in the full confidence that the officers of the coast 
army will abandon their present dangerous course of 
proceeding, to recommend to the Honourable the Court 
of Directors tlic restoration to the service of those officers, 
whose suspension, and the reasons which led to it, have 
been reported to tlu^m, and who are consequently the 
only authority by which that act can be rep«*alcd : and 
“ he can have no doubt, but the earnest desire of their 
brother officers, combined with tlu^ high character whicfi 
most of the oilicers under suspension formerly held, will 
induce the Honourable Court to overlook tlieir late coii- 
duct, and comply with this recommerKlation. Acting 
upon the same principle, fiovernment is pleased to 
appoint Colonel liell to the charge of the battalion of 
artillery at the Mount, and Colonel Chalmers to the 
command of the subsidiary force in Travauron*. Lieii- 
tenant Maitland is appointed quarter-masler of the 
European regiment of infantry. 

‘‘ 'fhe coniinitteo of inquiry ordered to as«!emblc at Ma- 
suli]uitam is repealed ; and no act, either of any l3ody, 
“ or of individual officers in tlie Company’s service, of 
which no cognizance has yet been taken, and which 
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occurred before the present date, will be made subject 
future notice, or even operate to the disadvantage 
such body of oflElcers or individuals, unless they should, 
by a perseverance in the same course, and a repetition 
of the same conduct, forfeit all claim to such lenity and 
consideration at a moment when Government has taken 
such steps to tranquillize the agitated minds of the army, 
and to leave even the most mistaken without a plea for 
perseverance in their present dangerous course. It 
must declare its positive and final resolution neither to 
alter nor modify this proceeding. It will yield no more 
to the entreaties or demands of the army : and if any 
officers are so infatuated, and so lost to every considera- 
‘‘ lion of the public good and the general prosperity of 
their country, as not immediately, on the promulgation 
of this order, to abandon their present course of proceed- 
ing, Government must, however much it may deprecate 
such an extreme, meet it with that firmness and courage 
which becomes a constituted authority of the Empire 
of Great Britain. It has contemplated this possible, 
though, it trusts, highly improbable event; and the 
‘‘ different officers entrusted with command are directed, 
should any spirit of turbulence and insubordination appear 
“ among the officers of the troops under their command, 
to punish the individuals with all the severity of martial 
law. And should the operation of the regular course of 
justice be impeded, either by a combination among the 
officers or men, such will instantly be proclaimed rebels 
** against the legal authority of Government and their 
country ; as Government is perfectly satisfied that the 
public interests will receive more injury from any effort 
to conciliate men who persevere (after what has passed) 
in principles so opposite (o the restoration of order and 
discipline, than it even can meet from them as open 
enemies to their King and Country.” 

I am aware that a thousand objecfioiis may be made to 
an order of this nature : but it must only be tried by tlm 
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times ; matters have arrived at such a crisis, that scwnething 
decided must instantly be done. There is not an hour for 
<lolay. And ^yhat J have suggested is only the first pro- 
clamation in a war that seems to me, even with this step, 
almost unavoidable. If human means could avoid it, this 
act will ; for it holds out every motive that can incline men 
to good and deter them from evil. It concedes, no doubt, 
ill some points ; but the case is urgent, and the spirit of 
coiic(‘ssion is corrected by the firmness and resolution which 
is mixed with it. Hut your own mind will suggest every 
thing. I am, as you know, devoted to the cause of my 
country. It w ill depend upon you where I am to act, if 
matters draw to an extreme. I should prefer my station at 
Mysore, as that in which f have most influence, and could, 
in conseqiK'ncc, contribute most to the sujiport of the 
pulilic interests. I cannot conclude without again en- 
treating you not to allow yourself to be lulled into security, 
and to be satisfied of the absolute necessit y of taking some 
.stejis or anotlKT to save the state from the imminent 
danger to whieli it is exposed. Hut inaction, even dan- 
gerous as it is, may be lictter than the commencement of 
a coeieive system, before steps have been taken to gain 
more fi lends to Govcrinnent than it has at present in the 
army: and 1 confess I can see no inode of doing this but 
by a measure which is completely decided and final ; ami 
which, while it grants every indnigtmcc even to (‘ironeous 
fc(‘lings, looks to (he close of this great (Question with a 
nuuh'iafe and conciliatory, but a firm and manly spirit. 1 
sliall be most anxious for your sentiments, as soon as pos- 
sible, on the line 1 am to pursue at this place. The 
question of the marines, and the rtmioval of some of (he 
ofiicers, had, I find, (for they have shown me all their 
papers,) been anticipated by the other stations; and the 
opposition here was in part by instruction : and subsequent 
letters fiiilficiently show, that tliis case is no longer that 
one, nor of the garrison of Masulipatam, but of the whole 
army ; and that they are most ileeply pledged to the sup- 
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port of each other. Indeed i/iere cannot be a doubt but 
the punishment ot' any one would cjuise the whole to break 
out. This I feel it niy duty to avoid, as well as to pre- 
vent their marching, which their intention, and which 
they expect to be called upon to do, till I know the 
general line you mean to pursue. 

I am, my dear sir, &c, 
(Signed) JOHN MALCOLM. 


TO SIR GEORGE BARLOW. 

(Prixalcy and Secret 

Alasnlipatiini; (Uh July, 

Dear Sir, 

After my letter of ycslcrday I have litllc lo 
add. 1 can only again implore your most serious consi- 
deration to the whole ijuestion, and your instant decLsioii 
on the line that is to be pursued ; not merely here, but 
with the whole army. No half measures w'ill at this 
moment answer : and unless some effort is made to appease 
the minds of the deluded officers of this army, you must 
make military j)rcparations to reduce them to order , and 
these must be directed against every station under your 
Presidency : for though success may be various, an 
effectual opposition will be made at all ; and none are 
more violent than some of those nearest the Presidency, 
If you adopt a measure of the nature tJiat 1 recommended 
yesterday, it should be niiitcjinnl; and therefore embrace 
every concession and act of conciliation that you can make^ 
without a substantial sacrilice of the dignity of Govern- 
ment. 

1 can think of no improvement to this order, except 
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you conceive the great object of avoiding hostilities woohl 
jubtity the following addition to it : 

Government received a representation from a number 
“ of the olBcers of the coast tinny, in which they solicited 
the equalization of their allowances w ith those of the 
officers of tlie Bengal army. This is a subject, the 
consideration of which must exclusively rest with tlie 
Court of Directors, under whose notice this application 
will, in course^ be brought, and by whose decision it 
will be the duty of the officers of the coast army to 
abide,” 

This order, which is only a repetition of facts added to 
wluit I suggested yesterday, Avould, I think, ifjinnh/ acted 
vpon^ completely end the present agitation ; or, at all 
events', you would only have a part to combat instead of 
the whole. Every man who was not lost to reason and 
loyally would be recovered ; and the few that resisted, if 
any did, would soon be reduced. This moile of settle** 
inent would, it may bo stated, give a triumph to tlic army, 
establish a dangerous precedent, and violate fundamental 
principles of the Indian (iovernment : but it is not priiici* 
pies, but an empire, that is in danger: and what other 
course can be adopted ? No man can calculate the con- 
sequences of a contest between Government and its array. 
The delusion which pr(‘vailed, that the oiiicors would 
never proceed to extrejnes, is now completely dissipated. 

I liavc read pajiers, from almost every division, call- 
ing upon this garrisoji to commence opposition ; and I, 
two hours ago, read another paper from the Hyderabad 
force, approving of the proceedings of the garrison at this 
place in the eases of Uie marines and Colonel limes, de- 
claring it to be the cause of the wliolc, and promising full 
support. I knew papers of the same kind will be received, 
as fast as the tappals can bring them, from every stalioii 
in the army, and that they are all pledged never lo let a 
man or officer of this garrison be i)unishcd for a proceed- 
ing which they consulcr (and with truth) to have been 
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caused by the general slate of discontent and turbulence in 
the army. The garrison here are equally impelled to 
action by a sense of their danger from what has passed, 
and a desire to obtain credit with their brother officers for 
being the first to step forward in the common cause. My 
authority was at first disputed ; and they have subse- 
quently tried, l)y every means that men could use, to 
obtain from me promises of amnesty and of inaction, in the 
event of their being foreed to move at the call of their 
brother officers. Such promises 1 liave, of course, steadily 
refused ; and I have taken advantage of every moment to 
diffuse belter sentiments : but 1 should deceive you if I 
stated that my success went further than to keep them 
quiet. For the moment they are quiet; and, unless a 
movement is made by the Hyderabad and Jaulnnh force, 
I think they will remain so, till ^ome general measures are 
adopted by the whole: and I have (1 hope not erroneously) 
considered, that to keep them, by any means that do not 
compromise my own authority or that of Government, 
from acting at such a moment, is an object of the greatest 
importance ; for if any one corps begins, tln*rc is no 
remedy bnt in a war. Jf this was only a mutiny of the 
garrison of Masulipatarn, it would be an easy question, and 
I should be proud to hazard my life in an effort to quell it 
to morrow morning : but one step, of any description, 
taken in this affair at tJie present moment, would undoubt- 
edly cause a general rise in the army : and it is, 1 con- 
ceive, of ultimate importance, that you should know and 
prepare for this great political danger; and 1 have conse- 
quently laboured incessantly, and I hope with success, to 
prev(*nt its breaking out at this most inflammable of all 
quarters. 

Tlie officers here have written to other stations to know 
whether they are to submit to the investigation of the 
commiltiv. They were greatly disappointed at my not 
coming up, as tfiey first expected, with powers to treat 
with them. They would, no doubt, have been highly 
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flattered at such a result to their violence ; and 1 am 
assured I need not state to yoUj that any mode would be 
less injurious to the interests of Government, tliai? tliiil of 
its even entering (as it once did) into a discussion with 
the officers of its army upon this great question. If you 
think you have not means to reduce the oflicers of (Jiis 
army, or if you should not like to resort to them, tlierc is 
only one mode, that of issuing an order, conceding all 
you can, without Jiazard to your authority, then coming to 
Issue in a bold and prompt manner. This, though it may 
be thought a concession of some points, is still an act of 
authority ; and that character of the measure will maintain 
the dignity of Government, which would be altogether 
lost in a negotiation with its own officers. 

f am aware that the opinions which I have expressed 
arc very diffcrctU from those you have heretofore inain- 
taii]ccl ; but the case is aftogether changed. Steps of too 
bold a naturp have been taken, for the oHicers of the army 
to retreat; and they will immedialely proceed, unless 
som<‘ measure is instantly adopted to arrest them in their 
infatuated career of guilt. The question has become 
entirely a practical one, and must be tried as such, as 
much as if the country was suddenly invaded by an enemy 
against whom we could use tlie means most calculated to 
rcp(d liim, without any reftTcncc to general principles or 
to j)recedent, 

I'he fact is, that course has been fried and lias failed, 
and another must be resorted to ; and measures must be 
taken, when the state is in less danger, to infuse better 
principles, aiul to establish a more efficient control over 
OUT Indian armies. 
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TO LIEUTENANT-COLONEL BARCLAY. 

( Most Private.) 

Masulipatam, 7th July. 

My DEAR Barclay, 

You Avill hear the substance of my late 
communications to Sir George ; and you probably \Yill not 
quarrel with the opinions I have given, though others 
may, who think more of maintaining consistency upon 
paper, than of practical Government, 

I have no fear now of this garrison doing any thing, 
unless other parts of the army break out ; and tliat will 
not, 1 hope, take place immediately*. But something 
must be done, as the danger of leaving them in this fer- 
menting state increases every hour. They are, in fact, 
afraid to retract : and sliamc, despair, and hope, combine 
to impel them forward. 1 know they are hastening to 
their own destruction ; but is it politic to let them destroy 
themselves, even supposing that operation did not hurt 
Government ? Certainly not. And if that extreme can be 
avoided by any measure which does not substantially 
affect the authority of Government, it should be adopted. 
Let us look near tliis bug-bear principle of consistency, at 
which some men arc so alarmed. The order of the 1st of 
May was intended to break up a desperate conspiracy 
against Ciovcrnment, which was in progress. It effected 
th(‘ object : and now that a conspiracy has got head of a 
more extei.oivc nature, are we not to use the means which 
Becm likely to destroy it, because tliey arc of a different 
character from those used on the Jst of May, and in some 
respect abrogates part of that proceeding ? It is assuredly 
the effect which should be our chief and sole object, and 


* I mean not in two or three weeks. 
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ue should quarrel with no means that do not actualh/ im- 
pair our strcn£>’<h or injure our dignity. Those 1 have 
recommended would, I think, raise both. 

Tidl Sir George [ am incessant in my endeavours to 
infuse bettor principles. 1 talk with all ; and can hardly 
mys(df Iwlicvc the change which has iii some respects been 
produced. J have given them no promises, I have made 
them no pledges ; but I have told them I would take no 
steps but in an open manly way, and that 1 expected they 
would make no secret attempts against my authority. In 
this they acquiesced. I have given them all my letters 
regarding this unfortunate crisis, that to Doveton, &c. to 
read ; and I luive painted to tlunn, in the strongest colours, 
the horrors and destruction which must follow an act of 
any open departure from their duty. The facts I have 
stilted iiro not denied by the few among t/ieiii who have 
sense and moderation : but even they declare to iiu», that 
th<*y are pledged beyond the power of retracing their 
steps. 

I wisli some of those who are such resolute chamber- 
counsellors had gone through the two first days I did with 
these poor misguided men : it would have been a lesson 
during life. 

I thank God I h«'»vc establislicd, wilhoiii any compro- 
mise or concession, llie authority ofCiovcrnmeiit ov(T men 
W’lio had iilmost completely thrown il off: and I am 
pleased iit liaving done this in a manner tliat has led those 
very deluded men to express gratitude for the considera- 
tion I showed to dieir agitat(‘d feelings, i have refeired 
every thing to the wisdom of my superiors; and, happen 
what will, 1 can never liavc cause for self-reproach. 
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TO LIEUTENANT-COLONEL BARCLAY. 


IVla&ulipatam, 8Mi Jul). 

My DEAR Barclat, 

The only niin<^ I have seen to clay, is a 
leiler from the coinnihlee at Jaulnah, iiitiinatintr Iheir ap- 
probation of tlii*ir proreodiiii^s here, and their rrsolulioii 
to march the moment it became necessary to support 
them. 

I saw a private letter from ITydcrabad, slating tliat it 
was the general opinion and wish there, ^lJ^lt Masuiipalam 
should not be abandoned, and that two battalions and a 
reiriment of cavalry woidd be sent to suppoit the troojvs of 
this division. Tliey consider themselves pled<^(‘d to show 
me all papers ; and they do so : but tin* fact is, that it is a 
new and important feature in this conspiracy, that tln^y no 
longer think any concealim'nt nec(*vsfiry. Jsiome nu'asnn's 
must instantly bo taken with these chduded mer), and fio- 
vernment must go as far, the lirst step, as it e\er eiin go, 
to try and reclaim them. If Iitth‘ expedients or Jialf jiiea- 
sures are taken, all will be confusion and tronble. I)t‘[)(‘ml 
upon it, the first Kings corps that is moved, the wJiole 
commences. TJieir private corres])oniIeiiee with Ihnigal 
is now very active. I am p<*rsoually hen‘ going- on 
smootld}' and w('II, and lose not a moment in giving b(*tter 
impression, : but though this may calm for the moment, 
and disp^»s(^ (Iicin to reecdve any thing lik(‘ a consulerate 
decision, it will never stop proceeding. 

P. S. Our little pisily of artillery is true; but it is the 
only party I yet know thui can be depended npo]j. 
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TO LIEUTENANT-COLONEL BARCLAY. 

{Most imxate.) 

Masulipatam^ lOth July. 

My dear Barci.ay, 

I SHALL be i»‘lad io see Sir Arthur’s papers. 
When I wrote to Sir (ieor^e, and proposed that he should, 
aJoiii!: will) <*v('ry decided step, make some raippohitments^ 
I, 1)1 course, nieara to include several that I did not mention 
by namt‘ : but if this principle is acted upon, fiovernmcnl 
cannot Jie tOi> lar^'e in their first order: t\\\y thhif^ little 
will sj)oil «ill. (»Vnlicnien who Jose by these arrange- 
ments, should be declared, in public orders, to have the 
riglit of succ<‘ssion to (he lirst vacancies. 

Tnei’t* are more letters, advisiiii^ Masulipatam to be 
kept : and iji one of to-day from tlie committee at Hy- 
derabad, 1 find they are erjually public there in th<‘ir pro- 
ceed in ; so I suppose you must have heard from tliat 
quarter, no order for the movement of a corps in any of 
tliesi* divisions will be obeyed, nor even the removal of au 
otlicer ; so that the necessity of some measures being 
adopted is quite iiidispciisable. Perhaps Sir George Bar- 
low will wisli to see me at Madras, willi tlie report of the 
C()imuitt(*e ; but tins will lie, pi^liaps, too great a delay. 
Taylor or Irtoii should command tins reginieut. 

1 saw a l(*tter trorn Hyderabad to day, written under a 
conviction that the Bengal army had taken up their cause. 
J'his, 1 have told tliein, is one of a thon.sanil dangerous 
errors into which they are led ; but 1 do not think they 
believe me, for they are completely infatuated. 
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TO SIR GEORGE BARLOW, 


Masulipiitani, 17tli July, 1809. 

Dear Sir, 

I H wn this nioinoiit romvecl ii letter from 
Lieutenaut-Goloiie! Bnielay of llie l‘ith instant, ^rom^vhicIl 
I observe, that you deem it iinpolilic* to adopt any measures 
of the nature 1 siiiro-estecl in my letti rs ot‘ tlie ijth and ()th 
July from this jdace. If 1 did not consider the present as 
one of the most serious crisis that ever tins Empire was 
placed in, I certainly sitoidd not ai!^ai?i intriuhi myself 
upon your notice; but I feel bold in the consciousness 
that 1 am performirue a duty of the most sacred nature; 
and you will, f am assured, pardon the carIn's<^c^s with 
which 1 solicit leave to be allowed to re])orl to you per- 
sonally the result of the proceedings here, and of all 1 have 
been or heard connected with the general combinations in 
the army, as well as those means by which I think it may 
be averted, or its objects (if it <loes occur) in some degre<^ 
defeat(H]. It is quite impossible Ibr me to convey to you 
in any letter the extensive information I now possess upon 
this subject ; and 1 should only be four days in going to 
Madras, and could rcturiu if required, with equal celerity. 
Little time would be lost by my making this journey ; and 
1 feel satisfied its result might be of tlie utmost consequence 
to the public interest. 

Major-General PaKT will be here the day after to- 
morrow; and no iiiconv<*nicncc would result from the 
want of a high military authority: but 1 would not, of 
course, proceed, if he thought there was any urgent call 
for ray remaining here. But such a trip would, 1 am 
assured, tend to calm, instead of irritating men’s minds, 
as they would suppose 1 hail gone to make a full repre- 
sentation of all that bad passed, all that 1 have observed. ; 
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I entreat you to pay attention to this earnest request: 
and if you do that, you will order Lieutenant-Colonel 
Barclay to station bearers as far as Ongolc. I shall lay 
them to that place, in the confidence that your kindness 
will not deny me this opportunity of endeavouring to pro^ 
mote the public interests by important communications. 

I beg you will not conceive that I am so presmn[>tuous 
as to hope to change any of tliosc principles you have laid 
down for tJic government of your conduct ; but 1 am con- 
vinced 1 can give a detailed information that will be use- 
ful, under every aspect which the present danger may 
assume. 

I am, with respect, 

Youf’s faithfully, 

(Signed) ^ J» MALCOLM. 


TO SIR GEORCiE BARLOW. 

Mai>ulipatain, 18th July, 1809. 

Dear Sir, 

I w noTB last night, to request you would allow 
me to post to Madras with the proceedings of fho cora- 
niittee, which I cxjiect will be closed about the time 1 get 
your answer. I am most solicitous that you should comply 
with my request. There are circumstances connected witli 
what has taken place here, of a nature too delicate but for 
personal explanation : and there are points not only relate 
iiig to what is likely to be done by the ileluded officers of 
this army, but to measures which Government may adopt 
to counteract their designs, that 1 feel satisfied I could give 
you the most useful information. 

Should any circumstances lead you to deny my request, 
I hope, if you contemplate extreme measures, that you will 
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early place me in a situation where I am conscious I can, 
under all circumstances, be useful on llie largest scale to 
Govcrnuient. I mean at my station of Mysore. The army 
of that state is strong, and can be increased at a moment to 
any number ; and I hope you will consider that at its head 
(should any serious misfortune occur) 1 am in niy proper 
place. Here, after 1 have executed the objects of my 
mission, (which 1 understand to be, to prevent men rushing 
into open rebellion, and to make inquiry into the causes 
and reasons of what had passed,) 1 am only a regimental 
oflicer at the head of a corps, with the officers ami rnmi of 
which I can have no more influence than any other com- 
manding officer would have. There is a general olficer 
commanding on the spot, and the senior officer in llie 
division. 

I have already done all it is possible to do in dissemi- 
natiiig good feeling among these deluded men; but they 
are lost to reason; and, except one or two, and those of 
little influence, they appear (such is their d(‘Iirinm) to 
desire the occurrence of that crisis which must end in their 
ruin. 

I entreat you not to think that it is from any doubt of 
the power of Government that 1 am so anxious for sonic 
measure that will prevent the evils that arc impending : it 
is from a near contemplation of all the horrors of I he scene 
that is about to occur, and a conviction that both luiinanity 
and policy require every eflbrt to be made, to save a brave 
and meritorious class of men from destruction. 

If any path was opened by wh'ch men led away by a 
false sense of honour could retrace their steps, 1 believe 
numbers would return to Governineiit. If notJiirig is done, 
and measures of a serious prejiaration or actual coercion 
are taken, no human power can prevent the occurrence of 
the most shocking scc/ies : and the name and reputation of 
this army will, whatever is the event, be lost for ever. 

You will, I am sure, make allowances for ray feelings : 
they arc communicated ojily to you. I am distressed and 
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unhappy to an extent I cannot describe ; but I, of course, 
maintain a difterent tone to those infatuated men under niy 
command, from whom I have not concealed iny sentiments 
with regard to the destruction they are bringing on their 
own heads. 

General Pater is expected to-morrow. It will now be 
his duty to report the state of this garrison. I shall inirudr 
no more upon this, or any subject connected uith it, until 
I have the honour of seeing you, which I trust will be at 
an early period. 

1 remain 

Your’s faithfully, 

(Signed) JOllX ALILC’OLM. 


TO IdKUTKNANT-COLONKL IMRt’LAV . 


Ma-mlnuitaiii, iDili Jiilj, ifitiw. 

My dear Bauc lay, 

I LAST night received your letter of the l^^th 
instant, and am most happy to learn that Sir George liar- 
low approves of n)y first proceedings. 

1 expect that Berkeley and Evans will be here the 21st 
or 22d ; and it is my decided opinion no investi*r'ition 
should be made till they auive. This inquiry must b(‘ 
considered by the whole army as a regular rnilitaiy pro- 
ceeding: and the impression made by the appointment of 
such a committee would be lost, if I was to execute its 
duties : besides, the delay is trilling. If Sir George adopts 
no measure which supersedes the object of this committee, 
I should wish to bcaulhoiized to carry the report to Madras, 
twill travel Dawk; and can, if required, return in the 
same way. General Pater will be here ; and Berkeley can, 
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if necessary, be appointed to the temporary command of 
the reij^imeiit ; if Taylor* is not brought down, zohkh I 
think he ouf^ht^ from Vizagapatam. Believe me it is of 
the utmost consequence I should personally communicate 
with Sir George Barlow upon the whole of this important 
subject. 

I am glad Sir George Barlow has placed it at my discre- 
tion to pardon, if I thought it necessary, the non-commis- 
sioned and privates of this garrison : but no circumstance 
short of an open attempt to throw off my authority can ever 
lead me to think of such a step, as it would immediately 
drive to despair the Kuropean commissioned officers, ou 
whose temper and moderation d(‘pon(ls, at tliis moment, 
the allegiance of almost all tlie ollicers oi tlie Company’s 
army on ibc coast : for one fine from this garrison would, 
to my positive knozolvd^c^ at thh moment spread the flames 
of nniliny over the peninsula. 

Under such circumstances, of what Consequence would 
even a triumph over a few olHcers at Masulipatam be, 
supposing that certain, unless you were jnepared for con- 
test every where? I will never abandon my authonfy, or 
fail in the performance of my duty; but I never shall 
{unless positively/ ordered) take any step that 1 conceive 
likely to iuv(»lve my country in a civil war. Such an ex- 
treme it must be the wish of Govcriinicnt to avoid as long 
as it possibly can. Nothing, indeed, can justify its com- 
mencement, but the total failure of (?vcry possible means to 
prevent its occurrence. 

The present combination of the oflicors of the Company’s 
army against the Govern mciil has hardly a feature com- 
mon with an ordinary military mutiny ; and therefore the 
principles that would apply to the one, arc by no means 
applicable to the other. It is not the reduction of a corps 


* Taylor is an oxcclk'iil steady olficrr, lias groat weight with the regi- 
nient, ( partioiilarly the incii) , and ihovqh ho ‘signed some papers, is, I 
satibiivid, true to lii& country uud the OoM-nmienU 
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or «;arriso!i io or(l<'r and obedience, but the reclaiming a 
large l)ody of nieii b> their adachnieiit and allegiance to 
lin‘ statr llif‘y sci'\ f, Inch U the object ; and this never 
can be done by paitial ineasuirs, \vlielher these are of a 
lenient or a coercive nature. 

I have no doubt but (jovernment would ultimately 
triumph iu (he contest, if it comnieuced this moment; 
but it would be a triuinj)h over its own strength : and the 
occurr(Mu'(‘ of sucii a rupture must produce consequences 
that uill shake our Indian limpire to its base. 

From tiic progress of the present agitation I fearfiovorn- 
mont will not have luucli time for consideration* : and it 
should always be recollected, that in a crisis like the pre- 
sent every (lung depmids on the moment at which mea- 
sures are a(lop(<‘d ; and the same act which would be suc- 
cessful to-day, would j)crlvips totally fail of i)roducing the 
d(‘sire(l eti'ect if adopted a month hence. 

You will satisfy Sir (ieorge Harlow , tind one of the first 
things 1 did, after I came on slion*, was to satisfy the minds 
of the orticers, and, through them, of the men, of the inten- 
tions of tiovcrmneiit iu orderuig a party of marines from 
the corps : and you will see by tin' oucIosimI extract from 
my journal +, that I took the first gem/ opportunity that 
oHi'red, of stating this fact in the most public and impres- 
sive manner to the whol(‘ regiment. 

I am most anxious to lu ar from Sir <i, Harlow, sub- 
sequent to his rec(*ipt of my hitters of the :>lh an<l 6lli 
instant, as my mind is in a slide of ihe most distress- 
ing anxiety. I have, Inwvever, to siqiport me, the coii- 


* TIiit<* art* two ilislsjr t nu-aMiri’s iu»\v ill |'’OL‘it‘", tiix*. .ik appeal to 
aiul tlu* other, a pla,i *o obtain. Ijn opej.iiKoi ol a t'onfibiiied ua- 
tuiT, it they cannot b\ i. ir.onstiaiicf, the ie|n al ol tho '/j J« i . cf the lat of 
May. 

t I sent Colonel Uaiehiy a c<ipy ot .“pn e)i to tlie iei*inient on the 
l.^ith oTJuly ; and yet / iuini.iu h* die lIo\eini.ient ol I'ort 81. (ieoi^c 
of not uialving tiii^ comnuniication. 
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sciousness of having fulfilled ray duty to him and to my 
country. 

Your’s ever sincerely, 

(Signed) JOHN MALCOLM. 

P. S. I am again ordered to Persia by Lord Minto. 
When will this life have an end ? 


TO T.IEU'ri:NANT.(^.OLONEL lURCLAY. 


MuMiIipfit.'un, liUh July, 130^ 

. My J)EAR Ha RCLAY, 

A MOST violent letter was received from 
the committee at Hyderabad yesterday, abusing th(i gar- 
rison for sutfering me to (‘liter, and desiring my instant 
removal, unless i promised that the orders of the 1st 
of May should be rescinded. I have had a dreadful 
struggle all day ; but they are at last moderatc'd in some 
d(.*gree. Their presemt resolution is, to wait two days; 
but as I mean to commence the inquiry to-morrow", ngivc- 
ablc to the antliority 1 have from Sir George, I trust they 
will agree tomorrow' to remain in their allegiance till the 
result is known. 1 shall finish it in four days; and pro- 
bably, if fiencral Pater ac(jniesces, carry it myself to 
Madras. I beg you will post boys as far as Oiigole. J 
shall return, if iiecessaiy, instantly ; and I can lose nothing 
by the journey : and the information I shall liavc it in my 
power to give, will be of ultimate importance under every 
resolution Sir George lakes. 

^ Your’s ever, most truly, 


(Signed) 


JOHN MALCOLM- 
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to SIR GEORGE BARLOW. 

Masulipatam, 19th July. 

Dear Sir, 

I wrote a short note to Colonel Barclay 
last night, informing him of the change that had taken 
place here, in consequence of the communication received 
by the officers of the garrison from the different committees 
of the other stations, and particularly that of ihcllyderabad 
force, in which they were instructed to call upon me for an 
instant assurance that the orders of the 1st of May would be 
rescinded ; and, if I refused to give it, to throw off their 
allegiance and obedience to Government ; and they were 
assured their example would he iristantly followed by every 
corps in the service : and part of the I lyderahad force was, 
they were told, ready to march to their support. The fer- 
ment which the receipt of those letters occasioned is not 
to be described. 

I sent for some of the senior officers, Und communicated 
my sentiments regarding the irretrievable step this garrison 
was on the point of taking ; and pointed out, in the strongest 
colours, all tlie horrors to which it would lead. 1 told 
them I must proceed to do my duty if I tb\md any rash 
resolution Ivas taken, and that it would prove (he com* 
mcncenient of the most horrid and unnatural contest that 
ever occurred. The truth of my arguments were admitted 
by some of those to whom £ spoke ; and their efforts, after 
a great struggle, calmed (he minds of (ho o(hers so far, (hat 
they agreed to wait for six days fnrOicr. This, f s(ated, 
was nothing. It was, in Oic(, be(ter to come to issue at 
once. That it had been my in(cn(ioh to have proceeded 
(in consequence of authority I had received from you) in- 
stantly into (he inquiry of ])ast transactions ; and that 1 had 
meant, if I had thought there was no fear of this garrison 
throwing off its allegiance while I was absent, to have gone 
to Madras, and made (his report in person ; but, if 'their 

h 
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sentiments did not alter^ I could not carry that resolution 
into execution. They stated their belief that the officers 
of the g'arrison of Masulipatam would be most reluctant to 
refuse assent to any proposition 9 f mine that did not go to 
detach them from that general cause to which they had 
sworn to sacrifice their lives ; and that though they knew, 
from what had passcdi that I would give them neither pro- 
mises nor pledges^ nor even communicate my opinion of the 
probable measures of Government, tlicy hoped there would 
be no objection to my proceeding ; and a pledge would be 
given, that unless other parts of the army moved, or threw 
off their allegiance, that the garrison of Masulipatam would 
remain dutiful and obedient till I returned to communicate 
the resolution of Government, or till that was intimated 
through some other channel. 

1 have considered it of great importance to delay that 
open opposition to which tliis garrison has been excited by 
every station in the army, as I was certain, under whatever 
circumstances it might occur, it would be the signal for the 
whole to throw off their obedience. The garrison here is 
not more than 1,100 effective men (exclusive of the artil- 
lery); and if an effort had been successful to detach the 
men from tlieir officers, who are, to a man, combined 
against Government, it would not have prevented the ex- 
plosion ; it would but have increased that despair and 
madness which arc impelling men to these acts of disobe- 
dience : and no partial benefit that could have arisen, 
would have counterbalanced the general effect of this 
measure. Besides, I cannot speak with confidence of the 
success of this attempt : the men even of tliis garrison have 
been already debauched from their duty ; and as it has 
been hitherto my object to reclaim the officers to their 
allegiance, and at all events to delay the execution of their 
plans, it was incompatible with the success of such a line 
of conduct to attempt to sound their men, or to make any 
.private efforts to shake their attachment to their officers. 
Such attempts would have produced an instant open 
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mutiny t and this, for causes before stated, I was an:||:iou9 
to avoid, .Besides, such an expedient would have been 
baneful to the service, and was not to be resorted to while 
a hope remained of reclaiming the officers to a sense of 
their duty. 

I hope these reasons will satisfy you of the wisdom of 
the part I have taken ; and you must see, that unless I 
wish to precipitate the general revolt of the whole of the 
Company's army, 1 could not, if I remained here and 
Waited your answer to rny report, take any steps with the 


men to secure their fidelity : and I shall (if it is your wish 
I should) return to this command with your final orders, as 
strong, and probably stronger, in inftuencc, (as coming 
direct from the seat of authority,) as I should have been, 
had I remained till your answer was received. 

There is little chance of any thing occurring when I am 
away, as most stations look to this ; and the result of your 
proceedings on the report I make will be awaited. Thus 
the Government will gain time, which, under every plan 
you can mean to pursue, must be an advantage to you, and 
a disadvantage to those combined against your authority. 
Their insanity is at this instant at its height ; and every 
moment that action is delayed, reason has a chance of ope- 
rating. Besides, llieir committees are likely to differ in 
opinions ; and this is a proof of weakness some of them 
already bc'giii to discover. 




I have not lost a moment, as I will show you by my 
journal, and letter book, when 1 arrive, in disseminating 
correct sentiments, and in exposing to tlicm in the boldest 
manner the true nature of that deep guilt on which they 
arc rushing. 


1 have drawn their attention to a very d liferent picture 
of the dangers and ruin tliat will atterul their perseverance 
in this course from what they have hitherto contemplated 
and though the proceedings have brought a thousand 
calumnies upon my head, 1 know great effect has, been 
produced in the quarters where it is most essential ; among 
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the senior and thinking part, ivhom it has been niy object 
to rouse ; as 1 am satisfied, if extremes arc resorted tO| 
they will command the men. 

When to all the reasons I have stated for my proceeding 
to Madras immediately, (that is, in three or four days front 
this date,) is added the advantage you may receive from 
the very extensive information I can give you of the 
temper of the army, and of their general plans of com- 
bination and action, I cannot but anticipate your approba^ 
tion of this step. At all events, you must be satisfied 
nothing but a conscientious conviction of its being essential 
to the public interests could have led me to take it without 
your previous sanction. 

I am, with respect, 

Y'ours faithfully, 

(Signed) ‘ JOHN MALCOLM. 

^ P. S. I have, since writing the above, seen some of the 
senior officers, who assure me that they and their brother 
officers arc as jealous of my honour as they would be of 
their own ; and that if I think it necessary to go to Madras, 
they will pledge themselves for the orderly and dutiful 
conduct of the whole till ray return, unless in the very uii* 
likely case of other stations rising in arms, which they will 
do every thing in their power to prevent, by representing 
to them the pledge they have made, which they will assure 
them is voluntary, and has been made without the sliglilcst 
promise from me. I have, indeed, cautiously avoided 
any communication tliat could lead them to believe 1 en- 
tertained an opinion that Government would make any 
concession ; and the same language is held, in the private 
inters I have communicated to them, with regard to tRe 
actual situation of the army at this moment. 

I feel now much more assured of the , continued sub- 
ordination of this garrison during (he period of my absence 
than if I was present. 
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TO LIEUTENANT-COLONEL BARCLAY. 

Masulipatan^ 21st July, 1809. 

My DEATR Barclay, 

An account has just arrived of the opposition 
of the 2d of the 10th to obey the orders of Government. 
This has caused little sensation in the garrison, and is not 
expected to be followed by any movement at Hyderabad ; 
and I feel confident now, that nothing but one of the divi- 
sions inarching will make this deluded garrison stir a step 
further. I shall be with you on the 213th. 1 wish I could 
liy, as I am assured I can give Sir George Barlow the most 
complete information regarding the whole character of this 
wide ilisailection. 

Yours sincerely, 

(Signed; JOHN MALCOLM. 


Private Lei ter from Lkutcuant-Colonel Malcolm 
to Lieutenant-Colonel ]\ULi:od, dated MasuUpa- 
ianiy noth July^ 1 809 . 

Dear MTiCon, 

I HAVE received your kind letter of the 
8th instant; but fear your hopes of my success will be 
disappointed. The voice of psission is alone heard ; and 
every man that speaks with temper and reason is con- 
demned and calumniated. 

The crisis, in fact, if not arrived, appears now near at 
hand, when every officer in the Company’s service must 
determine whether he will maintain his allegiance to the 
Government he serves, to his King and Country, or de- 
cidedly throw it off ; and assuredly there is no individual 
who claims a title to any spirit of independence, who will 
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not exercise liis judgment upon a questimi which must so 
deeply involve all his future prospects and happiness. 

If ever there was a moment in which it was important 
for men to look at those consequences which are likely to 
ensue from one step more in their course, it is the present ; 
and it is assuredly worth while to pause for a moment, and 
examine coolly the nature of our grievances, and the 
length we are justified in going to obtain redress of them, 
and the probable consequences to ourselves and to our 
country of throwing off our allegiance to the state. 

There were accounts by the last dispatches that the 
existence of grievances in this array was already a topic 
of public discussion. General M®Dowall and Colonel 
Capper have no doubt arrived before this in England, and 
they W'ould be soon followed by Colonel St. Legcr, and the 
other suspended officers. Is it not evident, that, with [ill 
the aggrieved parties in England, the public records which 
must be transmitted there, and the voluminous private 
correspondence which every ship, since those transactions 
took place, has carried home, that every one of the topics 
of complaint will be a subject of warm discussion ; and 
will not the agitation they have created in the army be 
brought fully forward ? and have wc not reason to conclude, 
from all these circumstances, that an early settlement of 
these questions will be made by those authorities, by whom 
they must at all events be ultimately judged, unless this 
country should permanently throw off its allegiance and 
obedience to England ? As far as we can judge from the 
past, there appears reason to anticipate a fair and liberal 
decision from the controlling authorities at home, who have 
oertainly hitherto judged questions pf this nature with 
great attention to both the feelings and the interests of the 
Indian army. With this prospect, can we be justified in 
resorting to such desperate extremes, because we are dis-« 
contented with the acts of a temporary local Government, 
and not only involving ourselves in ruin, but injuring, in 
the deepest manner^ our country, at a moment Tvhen it U 
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the duty oi every man^ who has a spark of patriotism in 
his breast^ to support her against tlie numerous and power* 
ful enemies by whom she is assailed. 

But we proceed, it is said, in the certainty that Govern- 
ment must see those evils, and that it will give way, ia 
order to avert them ; <md that, indeed, it has no power, if 
it wished, to oppose our spirited and united demand of a 
full redress of grievances. Let us examine those points. 
Government may see great evils in our resistance of its 
authority, but it may perceive still greater iu yielding to 
the peremptory demands of an armed body confederated 
for the purpose of intimidating it into concession. It is 
the extreme of the pressure, in cases of this nature, which 
too often causes the resistance ; and as to its power of 
opposing any attack upon its authority, it is perhaps much 
greater than wc at this moment calculate. There can bo 
no doul)t of the fidelity of all the King’s troops to Govern- 
ment. It has a large body, not less than ten thousand dis- 
ciplined infantry, four thousand horse, and sixteen thou- 
sand peons, belonging to the Mysore Government, all 
perfectly at its devotion : and it will, whenever a rupture 
takes place, gain, through the infinence of some of the 
older officers, many of the native battalions. It will raise 
more troops. It will be compelled to promote ofiicers from 
King’s regiments ; to give commissions to serjeants ; to 
raise young men at once to rank, and reward with pro- 
motion ail who leave their brother officers before a certain 
date : after which, those in arms against its authority will 
be proclaimed rebels ; and their men, both Europeans and 
natives, tempted to desert and betray them by every in- 
ducement and encouragement that can be offered. All the 
means of Government, whatever they are, w ill be organized 
and regular; and with such it will probably triumph : but, 
alas ! its triumph will be over its own strength. It will be 
in the destruction of those who are its support and glory ; 
and, as such, must be ten times more mournful than tlio 
most signal defeat from a foreign enemy. 
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Let us view the other side. When men had once passed 
the Rtibicoii, and commenced opposition to Government, 
what would be their plans ? They must be settled by disf 
tant and probably divided committees : and every young 
officer would feel, in such a situation of affairs, a right to 
examine the actions of his superiors : and could any man, 
under such circumstances, whendhc chain of discipline 
was broken, rely on the order and fidelity of his troops I 
What could be offered to induce them to resist the temp- 
tations held out by Government ? And if they did not 
desist, would they be equal to encounter the army of the 
state ? But say they arc superior ; that they were led on 
to victory, and all our mad passions were gratified : at 
what point would wc arrive ? Could wc expect our King 
and Country fo receive us again info fiivoiir, when our 
hands weic red with fhe blood of British subjects, that wc 
had led and assisted the natives of India to shed ? And 
could we expect those natives Avould allow a few officers to 
continue their rule over them, after they had been taught 
to contemn the authority and slaughter the soldiers of the 
British Government ? But it is stated, that wc have gone 
so far, that to retreat would be to expose ourselves to shame 
and degradation, (iracious God I what an argument is 
this ? Would men, recollecting ihcmscives on the verge 
of guilt, and slopping, under the action of loyal and 
patriotic motives, in a career to which they had been led 
by strong feelings of injury, be subject of reproach or 
disgrace ? Would it not raise their reputation higher than 
ever, and entitle them to look for a redress of their griev- 
ances, with a proud confidence, to tliat Country to which 
they had so strongly proved their attachment? Could it 
fail of exciting feelings even in the local Government, which 
must lead to tliose very conciliatory acts, which will be iq 
vaiu expected, if sought with the bayonet? 

Tliis is the picture which presents itself to my mind of 
the scene now before us. I contemplate it with horror, 
And you may judge my present feelings, when 1 declares 
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to God, that though I must part vpith those of my brother 
officers who are so deluded as tQ rush into an open warfare 
with the Government they serve, and their Country, I 
shall, I am satisfied, be happier if I fall l)y the first ball 
that is fired in this horrid and unnatural contest, than if f 
lived to see it terminated. 

1 sec no possible mode in which the impending evils 
can be averted, but by the action of the good and loyal 
feelings of the ma jority of the officers of the army ; and of 
this action 1 do not yet despair. 1 must, indeed, to the last 
continue to hope that this noble spirit will show itself, and 
snitch us from the gulf of destruction. I am now busy 
with an inquiry into past proceedings at this place, with 
the report of which I shall proceed in a few days to 
IVIadras ; and niny God grant inv etibrts may be useful in 
averiing the shocking ralaqiities that are impending! 

At all events, I shall have fiiltilled my duty to niy 
brother officers, to Government, and to my ('ouiifry ; and 
that reflection will, under evt'iy evc'iit, be a consolation 
during lay existeuce. 

I am yours sincerely, 

(Signed) JO 11 N MALCOLM, 

N. B. An extract from a letter from Hyderabad, dated 
llith ot August, ISOJ), from Lieutenant Watson of the 
ailillery, to Major Morrison, at ISIadras, will show ithe 
(‘tfect this letter produced among the most violent at that 
ibbition. 

*'Mn these troubled times it requires the full exercise of 
a man’s judgment upon a question which must so deeply 
involve all his future prospects and happine'ss. Colonel 
Malcolm has written at this crisis a very able and elc- 
gant letter, to which a liberal coasuieration, I am 
happy to say, has been given.” 

And the following passage from a letter lately received 
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from Lieutenant Little, at Madras, conveys a testimony, 
'which, though probably exaggerated, is a strong corrobo- 
ration of this fact. 

You may recollect, during the late unhappy disturb* 
anoes at this place, having wrote a long letter to 
Colonel McLeod, pointing out the melancholy conse* 
quences that would finally ensue if the army continued 
to persist in their opposition to Government. A copy 
of this letter was sent to Captain Carfrae, at Hyderabad, 
and by him shown to the force ; the greatest part of 
** whom, a short time afterwards, declared to Major 
Agiiew, that they were chiefly influenced by this Ici^t 
to sign the test of obedience to Government.” 
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No. II. 

The Journal of Lieutenant-Colonel Malcolm, 
at Mamlipatam^ from the 4/A to the 22</ f 
Jul\f I 8 O 9 . 


tLih July. Landed from the Victor sloop of war at 10 
o’clock A. M. Was rcceiml by several officers^ Major 
Storey, Captain Andrews/ Captain Cofgreve, and some 
others, at (he pier-head « As 1 went in at the Fort gate 
the European sentry stopped me, apparently to take my 
sword, but was ordered to desist by one of the officers. 
As 1 went to Captain Andrews’ quarters 1 showed the 
orders appointing me to the command of the regiment and 
the garrison, as well as those for the military committee. 
Captain A. said he hoped I would not insist on taking the 
command, in the situation affairs W'cro then in. I said I 
must, and desired the fort-adjutant to be sent for, to 
publish the orders. After we arrived at Captain A.’s house 
we were joined by several officers. Among others were 
Major Iltizlewood, 24tli, Captain Kelly of the 19th, and 
Messrs. Forbes, Nixon, and Lieutenant Spankie, of the 
European regiment. A long, desultory, and warm dis- 
cussion took place, in which 1 stated all those arguments 
that 1 thought could moderate tlieir minds and bring them 
to a better feeling. 1 particularly insisted on the conse- 
quences that must attend any of those desperate measures 
they hod intended ; and entreated them not to rush into a 
course which was likely to be so ruinous to theinsclves^ 
4r|^d to have suph dangerous consequence to their country 
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at a moment when every man should feel it his duty fo 
die, rather than promote, by any act, the designs of her 
numerous and implacable enemies. I called to their re- 
collection, that the inquiry that was instituted was quite of 
a military nature, and such as they had themselves 
required ; and that to oppose my authority, or to object to 
this investigation, was at once to declare war with Govern- 
ment. T added to this declaration an assurance, that no 
proceeding that was not in consistence with military usage 
would result from the investigation. Their answers were, 
for the first two hours of this discussion, made under the 
strong influence of passion. They had already, they said, 
taken their line : they knew they had gone too far to 
retract; and they w'crc certain of support from the whole 
army, to whom they had pledged tlicmselves. They hiid 
first expected, they said, force would be employed ; and 
their preparations had been made in concert with the 
Hyderabad force to meet that emergency. They could, 
they said, show me the plan. 1 replied, with great 
warmth, 1 did not desire to see it. Such were my 
feelings, that I would not for (lie world have the guilt of 
such knowledge upon my mind. They recounted at great 
length, and with much heat, all the grievances they 
shared with others, and those tluit particularly related to 
the European regiment, which had been, they said, 
calumniated and stigmatized; oiio officer removed, and 
another banished, without a hearing : and when they 
remonstrated, they were told from head-quarters they 
were to be disbanded; and, after this communication, they 
were driven fo mutiny 'by a large party (100 men) being 
ordered, professedly as a punishment, to act as marines on 
board his Majesty’s ships. I told them, 1 was aware that 
much misrepresentation had taken place, and they might 
have some reason to complain ; but the merits of the case 
could never be known without a full ainl temperate inves- 
tigation : and it was on that account the .committee waa 
grdered, even before the Government insisted on the 
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fnaririts Embarking*. Tiiey had therefore, as a body of 
officers, their choice, either to recognise my authority and 
allow this proceeding to take its course, or to place thern^ 
selves at once in opposition to Government: there was no 
medium. They wished me to promise an amnesty for ail 
that had been done here ; or, at least, that I would recom* 
inend onCi 1 said I would do neither; 1 would do my 
duty, and what I was ordered, i had thought it, 1 added, 
ho departure from my duty to speak to them in the mail- 
ncr I had done, and should be happy if any thing I had 
said brought them to reason and reflection. They retired 
to another room ; and I was informed b;^ Mf\jor Hazle* 
wood, that I had wrought such a change in them, that he 
hoped they would abandon the violent resolution they had 
taken. 

They soon returned, and said they had done so, and 
submitted to my authority. Goycrnnicnt had, they said, 
by the act of selecting me, taken the only step that could 
have stopped for an instant the course of operations which 
they, in concert with the whole of the Company’s army, 
had resolved instantly to commence, in order to obtain 
redress of their intolerable grievances : *and they desired 
me to understand, that it was consideration for a brother 
officer, who held that high place in their esteem, which he 
did in that of the whole army, that induced them to lay 
aside for the present all fheir sclicmes, and to yield him 
their obedience : and, as a proof of the truth of this senti- 
ment, (hey declared I was (he only oflicer of rank in India 
they would have admitted into the garrison ; 'and that it 
liad been resolved to have shut the gates on the Com- 
raander-in-Chief, had he arrived, as was once expected. 
I was loo well satisfied with the substance of their submis- 
sion to authority, to quarrel about (he form of it, 1 in- 

* This was in accordance with the instructions I liail rcccivnl, an4 
most assuredly marks the character of the proceeding. Yet it luis been 
stated, I was immediately, b^orp incestigatioH, to Feize lli»* porsuiis of tJhc 
principal offeuUeis. • 
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stantly ordered tbe sentries to*be taken oflT Lieutenant- 
Colonel Inncs^ and waited upon that officer, who I found 
(as was to be expected) much irritated at what had occur- 
red : but I discovered, from his commufiications, too much 
cause for those excesses that had taken place. He is, I 
make no doubt, a good and a conscientious man ; but his 
imprudence, combined with the impressions he brought 
from Madras, and the unguarded private communications 
he has since received, and made public, from a very high 
authority, were calculated to goad men into mutiny in 
common times, and could not faihof producing that effect 
at a moment like the present, when the whole of the Com- 
pany’s army is in a state of open disaffection to Govern- 
ment. I explained to Lieutenant-Colonel Innes the rea- 
sons that had led to my appointment, and advised him to 
be moderate and guarded, which he promised me he 
would. 

1 dined this evening with the mess of the regiment. 
There were a great number of gentlemen of other corps 
present. Their usual toast of the friends of the army ” 
was given with three times three, and I joined in it, with 
an observation, that it was a very general toast, as I was 
assured it included most men both in India and Eng- 
land.” After wc had sat some time, and had a number 
of songs, a gentlemen sung a sea-song, in which the 
expression common cause” was frequently repeated. 
This was caught at by some of the younger officers, who 
were heated ; and, at their motion, the whole rose to drink 
the common cause.” As I could Hot mistake (he mean- 
ing they attached to this toast, 1 felt for a moment embar- 
rassed , but, rising and filling a bumper, 1 immediately 
repeated, in as loud and as warm a manner as 1 could, 
the common cause of our Country;^' and my amend- 
ment was received and drank with acclamation. J soon 
afterwsirds left their table, and heard, as 1 retired, my 
bealth toasted with tlirce times three. Thus closed tlic 
most anxious day 1 ever passed in my* life. May my 
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efforts be successful in reclaiming these men from the 
errors into which tliey have pludged 1 
bih JhIj/. I had a visit from several of the gentlemen 
1 saw yesterday, it Mr. Savage’s Gardens, (my i^ce of 
residence). They seem yet to be uneasy and unset^ id 
their minds. They showed me several papers from di^ 
ferent stations in the army, by most of which they were 
called upon to act instantly, and with a decided spirit: 
the strongest assurances given them of support and (HH>pe» 
ration. Anack for the Europeans had, 1, found, been 
sent to Gundoor, the %t march towards Hyderabad ; apd 
every thing was prepared to moye as to day. They again 
repeated their wish for some general assurance of not 
suffering for what had passed ; and this was accompanied 
by some hints on the line they might be forced to pursue 
regarding me ; though they expressed the concern with 
which they would have 'resort to such an extreme. I 
smiled, and said, they could not expect, from the know- 
ledge they had of my character, that any motive on earth 
would ever induce me to deceive them, or to evade my 
duty ; that to give them a promise of amnesty that I was 
not authorized to give them, would be deceit ; and to be 
deterred from doing what I conscientiously tlmugbt my 
duty, from any fear of consequences, was, they must be 
satished, altogether imworiby of that reputation I had 
hitherto supported. They went away (after showing me 
some further papers, which they had just received, of the 
same character 1 had seen before) apparently satisfied 
with ray answer. They communicated to me a report that 
had been drawn out of my conversation of yesterday, 
which they meant, they said, to send to Hyderabad, 
and begged 1 would correct it, lest they should have mis- 
stated any of my observations. 1 (hanked (hem for their 
candour, and corrected the paper; the circulation of which 
appeared to me calculated to do good. 

The senior officers in this garrison are impelled to throw 
off their allegiance irom a consciousness of having already 
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gone too far, and seeing their only hope of indiyidiliri 
safety in all being equally involved in the deepest guill ^ 
while tJieir juniors are flattered by the imporUincc which 
they obtain ih times of anarchy ^nd trouble, and see no* 
thing but distinction in being the first to step forward in 
what they deem the general cause of the army. I have 
written Sir G. Barlow my full sentiments on the present 
unprecedented and alarming situation of afiairs. 

QthJulijf. I went into the Fort to-day, and saw the 
regiment under arms. I also visited the hospital and bar- 
racks. I had afterwards a long aij^d serious conversation 
with an officer (A.), who spoke not his own sentiments, he 
said, but those of the garrison, when he entreated from me 
a pledge that I would not oppose any proceedings this gar- 
rison might' feel itself forced to take, in co-operation with 
other parts of the army. 1 smiled at this proposition, whicli, 
as I told the gentleman, required a concession whicJi it was 
altogether unworthy of me to make ; and that the gentle- 
men who had desired him to make it would be sensible 
Chat it was so, if tlicy gave it a second thought. 1 added, 
“ I shall, however, put your minds at rest, if you will put 
mine.’* I will take no step relative to the officers of tins 
garrison, except in a fair, open, manly manner ; and 1 ex- 
pect, in return, they will make no secret attempts, hr under- 
hand efforts, to injure or oppose ray authority. lie went 
away, after assuring me that he was convinced what I had 
stated would give satisfaction, and that the ofiicers under 
my command would be solicitous to show me they were 
deserving of that temper and consideration with which I 
treated them. 1 spoke to a number of officers to-day, and 
circulated a numl^^^r of my private letters among them. 
Tliis^mark of confidence would, I knew, please; and the 
sentiments expressed in these papers were calculated to 
bring them back to reason and reflection. 1 wrote again 
fully to Sir George Barlow. 

1th Julj/. I went early info the Fort. From conversa- 
tions I had with several officers, I found that I bad suc« 
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tjeeded in my efforts to restore the temper of the garrison ; 
that they felt grateful for the moderation which I had 
shown ; and some were sorry they had been so warm in 
their cxpressions\'it their first interview. I saw this day 
a communication from Hyderabad, and one from Janlnah; 
both of which forces were prepared to support the garrison 
in the evcMit of their acting in opposition td Government. 

Sth J ulj/. Nothing particular occurred this day. Some 
further communications from the westward were shown to 
me ; one of wliich strongly recommended Masulipatam 
being kept, and not abandoned ; and a force of two bat- 
talions of sepoys and one regiment of cavalry were pro- 
mised to support the garrison, and the corps of the district, 
alt of whom they appeared to tliink would join. I entered 
at great length this day into the whole subject with 
who, I knew, was in intimate communication with all the 
senior oflicersj and had some influence even witJi tlie junior. 
1 pointed out to this oflBcer what must be the consequence 
of the whole or any part of the Company's army plunging 
down that precipice, on the brink of which they were now 
standing. I exposed the falseness of that confidence on 
which numbers were proceeding ; how they would be de- 
serted by their brethren and their men, when Government 
was compelled to declare them in rebellion. I pointed out 
bow wretched their means, how unconnected their plans ; 
and demanded, if even they had double tlie minib<*rs, if 
he thought, after tlie chain of discipline was once broken, 
and when they were rorniiiaiided by committees, and every 
boy thought he possessed the right to question the autho- 
rity of his superior, whether it was possible to oppose the 
organized array that must, under all circumstances, remain 
with Government, and which must every day gain strength 
from their ranks ? The whole of the king’s army was, I 
said, decidedly with Government : and if the last step was 
taken, many of the Company s olFiccrs, and those probably 
who had the most influence with llie native troops, would 
range on the side of authority. I knew this, 1 said, to be 
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fact, because I had letters, fully expressive of their senti* 
inents, from some of the best and most popular officers in 
the army. 1 was myself, I said, of that opinion, and proud 
to state it. 1 had been in this army since I vras twelve 
years of age ; and such was my regard for my brother offi« 
cers, that 1 would give my life to see the present unfor* 
tunate disputes happily adjusted : but if any circumstances 
whatever led these officers to rise in rebellion against their 
King and Country, and such they would do the moment 
they threw off their allegiance to the legal constituted author 
rity in India, I must stand in the opposite rank : and I was 
convinced so many would be found of the same sentiments, 
that Government must triumph, though I allowed such a 
triumph would be one over its own strength, and conse- 
quently more mournful than the most signal defeat from a 
foreign enemy. I added, that 1 would, for the sake of 
argument, suppose, what 1 conceived impossible, that 
Goverhment was destroyed in the conflict, what would be 
the consequence of this victory to a few oflicers who had 
led the natives of India to the murder of their countrymen 
and to the destruction of the British Government ? Would 
these natives allow them to live and rule over them ? or 
would they not be tempted to practise, for the last time, 
the lesson they had been taught, and get rid at once of a 
race whose rule they had been taught to consider as op- 
pressive and tyrannical ? Supposing they did not, would 
the King and people of England be ready to make peace 
with men wh(»se hands were red with the blood of their 
countrymen ? Would they not rather, if they did not aban- 
don this quarti^** of India altogether, attempt its reconquest I 
And to what consequence would that lead? You say, I 
added, that your grievances are intolerable, and that if 
you abandon your attempts to obtain redress the coast 
army will be di^raced, while, if you persist with firmness 
and spirit, Government (which must be aware of all the 
consequences 1 have stated) must give way. To this I an- 
swer ; No grievances of the description this army now 
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htis, can warrant its having recourse to arms, because they 
are such as must come under the cognizance of the control- 
ling and legislative authorities in England, who are alone 
competent to notice and redress them : and this army, so 
far from being degraded by a moderate proceeding at a 
moment like the present, would raise its reputation higher 
tlyin ever ; because it would prove to all the world that it 
possessed a spirit of the highest loyalty and patriotism; 
and that when a variety of circumstances had combined to 
throw it into a flame, the action of these feelings had sub- 
dued every other, and it was contented rather to suffer, 
till the superior authorities in England could judge all 
(hose questions on which it thought itself aggrieved, than 
endanger the general interest of the country. Would; 
such sentiments, I asited, redound to the disgrace or to 
the honour of tJiis army.? With respect, I observed, to 
the probability of Government giving way, if assailed 
with unanimity, firmness, and spirit, there was, I feared, 
a great and dangerous error. Government could not give 
way, as it was termed, l)(?yoiid a certain point, without de- 
stroying itself; and it had belter fall by any hands than its 
own. It was the very pressure, I added, that was brought 
against it, that forced it to resistance : and, besides, what 
were the points which it was required to yield ? In the 
present agitated period of the army, every committee, every 
individual, had a different opinion ; and if it were possible 
to collect the general sense of the army, I believe, in their 
present irritated state, concessions would be required that 
would amount to the virtual abolition of the existing local 
(jlovernment of this Presidency. It was no doubt, I ob- 
served, the duty of Government to take every step that it 
could take with dignity to restore temper, and to compose 
men’s minds ; but I, for one, would never blame it for refus- 
ing its consent to its o#u death ; and such 1 should consider 
any act that made a substantial sacrifice of its strength or^ 
authority. From the answer of the gentleman to whom 
these observations were made, 1 could perceive that, he 
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and many others had been led on from step to step, mih* 
out contemplating the extreme ivhich was now so likely. 
It was also evident that the younger part of the army were 
no longer manageable : they had run away with the rest, 
who considered themselves too deeply pledged to retreat ; 
and they appeared afraid of the instant obloquy that was 
cast on every person who withdrew himself. 

9th July, As this was Sunday I went to a dressed 
parade of the regiment, and afterwards visited the hospital 
and barracks. Nothing particular occurred to-day : all 
the officers I saw seemed to have returned to good temper ; 
and 1 can have no fear of this garrison breaking out into 
any extreme unless the example is given by other parts of 
the Jirmy. 

10^// Jul^. I went early into the Fort. A singular in- 
stance occurred to-day, to show how little men reflect whose 
minds are in a state of agitation. 1 was told, before I went 
to the Fort, that accounts had been received of every thing 
in Madras being in a state of confusion, and that some great 
event liad happened there. When in tlie Fort, the letter 
that gave rise to this belief w^as shown me. It was dated 
Hyderabad the 5th July ; and said a letter Jiad that mo- 
ment been received from Madras reporting the confusion 
which had arisen at that place ; and stating that his corres- 
pondent, no doubt, had heard of the remarkable event 

that had occurred to give rise to it.’' The moment I 
saw this communication 1 pointed out the date; and o1)- 
served it was an evident allusion to what had occurred at 
Masulipatain on the 25th June, which had reached Madras 
the 30th ; anu the bustle it created had been termed confu- 
sion, and sent round again, Hyderabad, to Masulipa- 
tam. This was so clearly the fact, that the only astonish- 
ment that Wcis left, was how it had not struck somebody 
before. By letters from Hyderabad it appears they make 
no secret of their proceedings. One corresponding oHicer 
writes, who sjiys he had received a most extraordinary com- 
munication, from good authority, that the ollicers of the 
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Bengal army had sent in a Memorial to Lord Minto, pray* 
iiig the removal of Sir G. IL Barlow. I laughed at this 
unfounded assertion, and assured the person who told me, 
it was one of a thousand reports circulated to inflame their 
feelings and mislead their judgment. They have received 
great confidence from the address of the Bombay army*, 
which promises their warmest support in any measures 
they may take in consequence of what they deem the 
unjust and arbitrary order of the 1st of May. 

By a letter from the committee at Hyderabad received 
to-day, this garrison are advised to defend Masulipatam if 
they can. A junction is proposed at Oiigole or Condapilly. 
From tlie former station being mentioned, it w'ould appear 
as if a forward movement upon Madras had been contem- 
plated by some of the most violent. 

11/ A Jith/. I was with the officers of the regiment 
almost all this day, ami dined at the mess, of which 1 have 
become a member. Our dinner was pleasant, and like 
that of a private party of gentlemen. 1 have been parti- 
cularly pleased to observe, that although they communi- 
cate tome in confidence when I require it, no officer of 
llic garrison ever begins, when 1 am present, any conver- 
sation on the present situation of the army ; and when I 
speak to them upon it (as 1 frequently do), they are much 
more moderate than they were. 1 have seen some of the 
principal natives of this place, and find the events of the 
25th ultimo caused a very serious alarm, which was not 
dissipated before ray arrival. The defenceless inhabitants 
ascribe more influence to me than I possess, and think no- 
thing wrong can occur as long as 1 remain. 

12/A Jii///. Very severe rains. I did not go into the 
Fort, and heard nothing of consequence from any quarf(*r. 

ISihJulit/- Went into the Fort, inquired particularly 
from the adjutant of the regiment, and found, from liis 
report, that the privates not only conceived they were to be 


* This was afterwards discovered to be a fabrication. 
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dispersed and disbanded when the order came for them to 
go as marines^ but a report was even current in the barracks, 
that they were going to Botany Bay. They were, he 
assured me, now fully satisfied of the misrepresentations that 
bad been made to them ; and he believed no discontent 
remained in the corps excepting that which had long 
existed among the men enlisted for life ; and which, (liey 
had hopes, would have been altered before this, as Captain 
Andrews had published an order, more than a twelvemonth 
ago, with a view of quieting their minds ; in which he 
stated, that Government had referred the question to 
England. I desired Mr. Nixon to tell the sergeants that 
I should inquire into this point, and do any thing in my 
power towards obtaining them information of what had 
been done U]K)n the subject, 

I4tA July. I (his morning inspected Captain (iibson’s 
company of artillery, and was highly pleased willi Hicir 
appearance. I addressed them on parade, and (old tlieiii 
the gratification I had received from llieir steadiness under 
arms, and correct movements ; adding my conviction, that 
(hey would maintain, under all circumstances, (he higfi 
reputation they had acquired during the late Mahratta 
war. No tappal * for the last three days, owing to the 
rain. 

I5th July. A regimental court martial sat yesterday 
on four men, and the regiment was under arms at lialf past 
six, to see tlie sentences carried into execution. I judged 
this a favourable opportunity of addressing the corps ; and, 
after the crimes and sentences of the prisoners had Ijeen 
read, I made the following short speech i 

Regiment ! As this is the first time I have met you 
upon such an occasion, I forgive these men: but I 
desire you will not mistake the motives of this act of 
lenity. It is my intention, as it is my duty, to enforce the 
' ^ strictest discipline ; and I must punish those that merit 
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it, not only to maintain the character of the corps, but 
to enable me to grant indulgences to the good men of it, 
wliich 1 never can do unless I punish the bad : but I 
‘‘ trust, from what I have seen of your conduct, I sliall 
have little occasion to exercise severity. It is, indeed, 
you must all feel, most incumbent upon you to preserve 
the utmost regularity and order at the present period. A 
“ late occurrence in the regiment, which has, I am satis- 
fied, been solely produced by misapprehension and 
niusrepresentation, is on the point of becoming a sub- 
ject of investigation before a military court, who will 
inquire into the causes by which it was produced. 1 
sliall therefore say nothing on that subject : but 1 con* 
sider it my duty to declare to you at this moment*, 
that it never was in the conteynplaiion^ of Government to 
disband or disperse this corps^ and that it never meant to 
“ employ any officer or man of the regiment in any 
manner or upon any service but such as was suited to 
the honour and character of British soldiers, and which 
it, of course, conceived both officers and men would be 
forward to proceed upon. It was, soldiers, from a full 
conviction that a serious misunderstanding alone of the 
intentions of Government could have caused what has 
passed, that made me receive with pride and gratifi- 
cation my nomination to the command of this regiment : 
and I am convinced, from what 1 have already seen, 
‘‘ that I shall (whenever 1 quit that station) have to make 
a report which will add, if possible, to the high repufa- 
lion which the corps already enjoys ; and satisfy all, that 
as it is the first in rank of the infantry of this establish- 
ment, it is also first in fidelity, loyalty, and attachment 
** to tlie Government it serves, and to its King and Couii- 
try-” 

* 1 bad watched an opportunity of making coinmuDication in the 
manner 1 thought would liavc most rflrct. 1 am accused by th^ Govern* 
ment of Port St, George of never having made it. 
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This address appeared to be received by both officers 
and men of the corps with satisfaction ; and I make no 
doubt of hs effect. I was withlicld, by many and serious 
considerations, from Jiaranguing the men, or publishing 
any explanatory order to them, oii my first arrival. Such 
would, in the agitated state of the whole garrison, have 
been completely misconstrued, and would probably have 
produced the very opposite cflect from what was iiii 
tended. 

IGi/i Julj/* I dined yesterday with the mess of tlio 
1st battalion 19th regiment N. 1., and sat till a late ifelour. 
No toasts were given; and not a word relating to the 
present situation of affairs escaped the lips of any man pre^ 
sent. I could not but be pleased with such good feeling, 
and felt gratified at this mark of personal respect. The 
pvening passecl in the utmost hilarity atid good humour. 

nth July* Some of the officers of the garrison waited 
upon me io^'day with letters of a most violent tenor tliat 
they had received from Hyderabad and otlier stations, in 
which they were reproached with weakness for having ad^? 
milled me. 1 was despribed in some of these letters as a 
consuiuniate politician, and consequently as the most dan- 
gerous man Government could have scut among them. Tho 
garrison were told I would tamper with their men^ cajole 
ihem^ and in thp end ruin the general cause. 1 was happy 
<0 find the sentiments pf the gentlemen who waited upon 
me were not in unison with those of their correspondents ; 
but they hinted their fears of the violence of the younger 
oflicersof the garrison^ who, they said, had been hurt at 
the speech T made to the men on the 15th, which they 
thought was calculated to excite the men against their 
officers. I appealed to an old officer of the regiment, who 
was present, Whether he thought the speech had any such 
tendency ? He said it certainly had not struck him as in 
the least objectionable. I observed, that the testimony of 
ail officer like him should satisfy others ; and if it did not, 
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I could not help it ; for in such times a man could not put 
his foot over the thrcshhold without a misconstruction of 
the manner in which it was done. The officers who waited 
on me this day gave me a paper, the purport of which was 
to learn what assurances I could give them of a disposition 
of the Government of Madras to redress their grievances; 
and, in tlie event of my declining, to inform them what I 
thought the intentions of Government were. It was signi« 
tied, that if I did not, the confidence of the garrison would 
be withdrawn from me, and they would consider them- 
selves released from all promises they made. I told them 
1 could make no communication of the nature they required, 
and that they might act as they thought proper : I should, 
under all circumstances, do my duty to the Government I 
served. 

I8l/i Jill)/. This morning M. If. waited upon me, and 
showed me acommuniratioii from the established committee 
at Hyderabad to this garrison, which called upon them to 
demand from me an assurance that the orders of the 1st of 
May would be repealed ; and, if that was refused, in- 
structed them to throw off llie authority of (joveniment, 
and make me leave Masulipatam. 1 went over all the 
groundsi had done before with thisofliccr; and told hlm,t]iat 
if the garrison was so lost to all sense of duty and propriety 
as to act upon this instruction, I must judge for myself, 
and take those steps w hich the emergency demanded He 
said, the senior oificers, who had sent him, were not dis- 
posed to attend to the call made upon them by the Hyder*? 
abad Committee ; but they, he ciddt^d, had now lirtle or 
no control over their juniors, who were decidedly for having 
recourse to immediate violence. I asked him to what 
lengths men (who had still some reflection) meant to allow 
themselves to be borne away with the tide ? The hour, I 
added, was come, when they must decide. I then pointed 
out the ground on which I thought they might, without 
injury to their honour, make a stand, and rescue the dew 
^ded young men of the army, as well us themselves, iron^ 
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destruction. I expressed my conviction of the men remain* 
ing with the senior officers, and that the young men must 
be reclaimed to reason, or at least be prevented from be* 
coming rebels, if those who were their seniors acted with 
a becoming spirit. This conference lasted two hours, and 
M.H. went to communicate with the rest. There was, I 
understood, a warm discussion for several hours; after 
which, two of the senior officers waited upon me, and said 
they had with difficulty prevented the rest from coming to 
extremes that day ; but they had at last agreed to wait six 
days (till the 24th), when, if they heard nothing favourable 
to their hopes, they meant to take such steps as they 
thought calculated to forward the objects they had in view. 
They at the same time said they had, in consequence of 
the opinion of their brother officers at other stations, deter- 
mined to admit no investigation into their past conduct. 1 
observed, that if these were their resolutions we must come 
to issue at once, and I must take those steps I judged best 
to counteract their measures, as I considered their propo* 
sition of adhering to their duty for a limited period of six 
days, was nothing less than an open defiance ; and their 
refusal to admit investigation was a measure of the same 
stamp. I had meant, I said, in conformity with authority 
1 had received from Government, to have entered into the 
investigation immediately (before the arrival of ray col- 
leagues) ; and I bad entertained an intention of proceed- 
ing to Madras with the report, in the conviction that this 
garrison would have remained steady in its duty : but I 
must now, I added, abandon all such plans, and meet with 
that firmness which it was my duty to meet it, that dread- 
ful emergency which this garrison had so rashly precipi- 
tated. I then read them a letter to Colonel McLeod*, 
pointing out all the horrors of the crisis to which they were 
rushing. They appeared forcibly struck with what I said 
and read, and expressed their hope that their brother 


• Vide page 149. 
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officers would alter their resolution, and not impede the 
course of proceeding which I intended to pursue. It 
might, they said, afford some ray of hope of the present 
distractions being ended ; for though they knew my senti- 
ments differed widely from theirs, and that 1 was devoted 
to. iny duty to Government, they were also sensible that 1 
had warm feeling for the situation of my brother officers* 
1 went, immediately after this iiiterview, to dine at the mess 
of the regiment, and (strange inconsistency !) received every 
mark of respect and kindness from men who had been de- 
bating all the morning whether Uiey should enter into a 
contest with me for the authority of the garrison ! 

19^// Jiify. I went into the Fort early this ingrning, and 
called upon Colonel i lines to give ffic a full statement of 
all that had passed relative to the origin of those discon- 
tents that terminated in the mutiny of the 23th ultimo*. 
J also called upon Major Storey, Captain Andrews, and 
Mr. Nixon, the adjutant of tin* regiment, to give me every 
information they had relative to tliesc transactions, I was 
waited upon, soon after 1 went to the Fort, by two of the 
senior officers, who were, they said, desired by all to state 
that a general confidence and respect for my character had 
induced the garrison to change their resolutions, and that 
they hoped 1 would follow the course of inquiry I intended; 
and, after making the investigation, proceed, if 1 thought 
it advisable, to Madras. They would, they said, during 
my absence be as jealous of niy honour as of their own, and 
promise not to depart in the slightest degree from the path 
of duty and order, unless a rise in other stations was to take 
place ; of which, they said, they thought there was no pro- 
bability, particularly as they would write to inform them 
of the pledge they had made, and entreat them not to 
make any call upon them before iiiy return to my com- 
mand. I told them 1 felt obliged by this mark of their 

I had received authority to proceed (without waitiug for my col- 
leagues) in this inquiry. Lieutenant-Colonel Berkeley had, indeed, been 
prevented from attending by a severe illness. 
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regard and confidence ; but I would not receive it, if I 
thought it was made under any idea or expectation that I 
would be the advocate of their cause, or tliat of the army. 
They disclaimed any such idea. I would, they knew, from 
what they had seen, do my duty in the manner 1 tliought 
best. I was gratified with the pledge I received; which, 
as M. H. afterwards privately observed, gave me a stronger 
tie on the officers while I was absent than 1 could have had 
during the same period, if present. The reasons which led 
me to resolve on going to Madras were fully stated to Sir 
Ceorffe Barlow in a letter under this dale. 

Accounts were received this evening of the assembly of 
a force at Madras. 1 anticipated Ihc feeling this would 
make, and stated lo an officer present, A-vheii I received the 
letter, my convictio*), that it was in consequence of the 
many, and periiaps exaggerated, reports of intended 
mutinies that liad been consequent to that of Masnlipatam. 

20/A Juh/. (ieneral Pater arrived. 1 went to meet 
him, gave him a return of the garrison, and made a full and 
confidential report of all past proceedings. 1 found that 
the officers of standing, to whom 1 liad spoken so much on 
the danger of allowing young men lo take such a lead in 
the present discussions, had taken advantage of the good 
disposition of the moment, as to carry a resolution, that the 
garrison committee, which were mobbish meetings of the 
whole of the officers, should bo abolished, and flic pro* 
ccedings to be entirely carried on by the eleven senior 
officers, by whose judgment all questions were in future to 
bf* decided, and who were entirely to act for themselves, 
and not to follow the instructions of otluT committees, or 
be influenced by the voice of any person not a member of 
the comnlittee. This measure I considered as the first 
great step towards a return to reason anil temper. I 
received an invitation from the garrison to dine with them 
oil the 22d. All the gentlemen, civil and military, wero 
invited fo meet. 

2 I 4 Juh/. All was quiet. I received this day the 
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most unequivocal proofs of the desire of some of (he senior 
oflriC(‘rs to r<'(urii to the right path, if furnished with any 
grouru! on which they could absolve themselves from the 
dec'p ])lc(Iges they had made, and assert their right to 
control (heir juniors. 

^2^2d Jiilj/. General Pater looked at the regiment on 
parade, and afterwards went, accompanied by his stalF, to 
breakfast with Lieutenarit-t'olonel Innes. 

Caj)(aiu Gibson of the artillery informed me, that though 
he had received his leave to go to Madras, he would remain, 
if I advised him, at Masiilipatam. 1 spoke with General 
loafer ; and it was his opinion, as it was mine, that Captain 
Gibson should proceed, if ho had been ordered to stay 
after his leave wiis made public, it would have excited 
suspicion, without any adequate benefit. Whether con- 
ciliatory or coercive measnf(‘s were adopted, Captain Moor- 
hoiJS(», who succeeded to the command of tlie company of 
artillery, aj)peared equally, if not belter, suited to the 
charge at that crisis, lie was a brave, exc(‘llent officer, 
Jind had never for a moment even swerved from his duty ; 
and his charactiT was respected even by the most violent 
of the disatfected. Captain (iibson, on the contrary, 
having for a short time joined in their schemes, had, when 
he (very meritoriously) checked liimself in his career of 
guilt, been considered a di*ser(crfroin their cause, and liad 
become an object of their marked hatred and resentment. 
CiJeneral Pater dined with the oliiccrs of tln‘ garrison ; anil 
the best feeling possible was shown at this enleriiunment. 
After dinner 1 proceeded by post to Madras. 


JOlfV AfALCOr.M, 
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No. III. 

TO 

THE HON. SIR G. II. BARLOW, BART. & K.B. 

fiOVEllNOIl IN COUNCIL. 


Fort St. George. 

Honourable Sir, 

I HAVE <Jiis (lay transiniUrd the Com* 
inander-iii-Chicf of the forces an account of the inquiry 
into the proccedinpfs of (he ollicers at Masulipatam, pre- 
vious to my assuming the cominand at that station. I now 
consider it my duty to report every (jvent that occurred 
during my command of that garrison. It is, however, 
e.sseiitial to my own character and to the information of 
(government, that I should stale the peculiar circumstances 
under which I proceeded on this duty, as well as the im- 
picssions which existed at that moment on my mind, 
respecting your intentions not only regarding the garrison 
of Masulipatam, but the whole army ; as it is wdth reference 
to thoi.e impressions alone that niy conduct in tJie discharge 
of (his delicate and important duty can be judged. 

I reeoived a message to attend at your Gardens on the 1st 
July ; and was informed, when I arrived there, of (he mu- 
tiny which had occurred at Masulipatam, and of an impro- 
per and disrespectful icmoiistrancc which you had that day 
received from the Company’s oflicers of (he subsidiary force 
in the Deckan. You did me the honour to ask my opinion 
on both subjects ; and I suggested, that an officer of rank 
should be immediately ordered to Masulipatam, to inquire 
into, and rex^orl upon, the proceedings of the officers of 
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J hat garrison; and that a letter should be written to the 
commanding officers of the subsidiary forces at Hyderabad 
and Jaulnah^ informing tliem of your having received, 
with regret and disapprobation, a Memorial from the offi- 
cers under their command, soliciting that you should 
rescind the orders of the 1st of May ; and pointing out, in 
the most forcible manner, the dangerous tendency of such 
addresses, and the total impossibility of complying with 
their request ; and directing the commanding officers to 
call upon the officers under tlieir command to reflect upon 
the serious consequences which a perseverance in such 
measures must produce* 

After some discussion regarding the officer it would be 
proper to nominate to the command of the European regi- 
ment and the garrison of Masulipatain, I offered to pro- 
ceed myself upon that service ; and you accepted my offer 
with" an apparent confidence in my success, of which £ 
could not but be proud. The emergency gave no time 
ibr the preparation of instructions, and I was immediately 
appointed to command the garrison of Masulipatam and 
the Madras European regiment; while two respectable 
officers, Lieutenant-Colonel W. Berkeley and Major 
Evans, were nominated to act with me, as members of a 
military committee that was directed to investigate the 
conduct of the garrison. 

I was repeatedly assured by you, at the last interview 
with which I was honoured, (hat you committed the 
dignity and interests of Government (as far as those were 
implicated on this occasion) into my hands with perfect 
confidence, and that you gave me the fullest latitude of 
action : adding, that I was fully acquainted with your sen- 
timents upon the whole subject of the existing discontentif 
among the officers of the Company’s army. I certainly 
was, from the confidence with which you had honoured 
me, fully aware of your sentiments. I knew that you 
were most solicitous to allay the ferment that had arisen in 
the army, and that you were at that moment resolved to 
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use every means in your power to effect that object, fcut 
such as you deemed derogatory to the Jioiiour and dignity 
of the Government with which you were charged. You 
regarded, I knew, the occurrence of rupture between the 
state and any part of its army, as one of the most despe- 
rate evils that could arise, and thought every moment that 
such an event was delayed was of ultimate importance, as 
it gave time for reflection and the action of better feeling, 
and strengthened the hope that deluded men might yet 
return to that path of duty and good order from which 
they had so widely departed. 

The act of ray appoinlment to Masiilipatam of itself 
proclaimed these sentiments ; and I was confirmed in them 
from (he approbation you gave to iny suggestion regarding 
the mode of froating the Memorial you had received from 
(he officers of the subsidiary force, which you desired 1 
would put ififo the form of a letter, and send to you ; 
which 1 did, through the medium of your military seere- 
tiiry, Licutenaiit-C’oloiiel Uarclay. Impressed with thes(? 
sentiments, f .sailed for Masulipafam enriy on the luorriing 
of the Sil of fluly, and arrived there on tlie 4lh. I found 
the officers of that garrison in a state of ojKm and bold 
mutiny against (iovcrnmenf, with every thing prepared to 
marcli towards Hyderabad, to effect a junction with the 
subsidiary force at that place, by whom llicy had lieen 
promised complete support in tlie opposition tliey had 
commenced to the aulliority of Government. The most 
violent among the oHicers of the garrison saw, in recogni- 
sing my authority, a complete suspension, if not a total dis- 
comfiture, of (heir plans, and argued loudly against my 
being acknowledged : ami it was not till after a dicussioii 
^f near five hours that I was enabled to bring these deluded 
men to a sense of all the p<.>riis of tiieir situation, and of the 
consequences that must ensue from their throwing oft'their 
allegiance to the state. They at last were subdued by (he 
force of reason ; for no otIu?r means were used, as I thought 
it equally my duty to avoid any promise of amnesty for 
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the past) or of consideration for the future : and they, after 
repeated and fruitless trials, desisted from all applications 
upon these points. A repetition of the discussions which 
occurred at this scene (accompanied, however, with less 
violence) look place next day : after which, llie question 
of disputing my authority was abandoned. 

I was happy to find, by a letter from Lieutenant-Colo- 
nel Barclay, under date 12th July, that tlie mode as well 
as substance of the proceedings that 1 adopted on my 
arrival at Masulipatam was honoured with your entire 
approbation. 

l .took every opportunity of mixing with the officers of 
the garrison, and circulated among them a variety of let- 
ters, wliich I had written with a view of reclaiming the 
more violent of iny brother officers to better feelings and 
better sentiments ; and I found that my conversation, and 
the perusal of these papers, had soon a very visible effect; 
and that though they continued to share the general pro- 
ceedings of the army, they no longer (as they had done 
before my arrival) thought it incumbent upon them to 
take the lead in an insurrection against Government, 
though they were excited to that measure by the most 
violent letters from almost every station in the army, and 
were also impelled to it by their own sense of danger from 
what had passed, wliich they thought would be greatly 
dimiiiislicil when the majority of the officers of the army 
were sharers in the general guilt. I considered, that by 
eflecling tliis change in the temper of the garrison of Ma- 
sulipatam, one of the chief objects which you had in con- 
templation when you sent me to that garrison, was accom- 
plished. The rupture \>hich bad recurred, and which 
was likely to be followed by an insurrection of a great part^ 
of the officers of the army, had been arrested in its pro- 
gress, without the slightest sacrifice of the authority, or 
connwomise of the dignity, of the state ; and time was 
gained, which, under every view that could be taken of 
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the subject, appeared of the greatest advantage to Govern- 
ment. 

The first serious interruption to this progressive im- 
provement of good feeling-among the olficcrs of the garri- 
son of Masulipatam, was caused by a letter from an esta- 
blished committee at Hyderabad, which reached that gar- 
rison on the 18th July. This letter, which, like all other 
papers of a similar tendency, was shown to me, reproaclied 
the officers at Masulipatam with want of wisdom in having 
admitted me to assume the command of the garrison. 
The committee desired they would instantly demand from 
me an assurance that the order of the 1st of May would be 
rescinded; and, if I refused it, recommended that mea- 
sures should be immediately taken to oblige me to quit 
Masulipatam. A paper of demands, wJiich the Hydera- 
bad committee termed their Utiimatiariy and which lh(?y 
said they intended to forward to (joveriiment, accompa- 
nied this letter. These papers were shown to me by an 
officer of some rank and influence, with whom I was in (ho 
habit of confidential intercourse. He told me (lie senior 
officers of the garrison were far from approving of (lie sen- 
timents of the Hyderabad commitloe, but much was to be 
feared from the violence of the juniors. I took this occa- 
sion of exposing all the fallacy of the grounds on which 
they were proceeding, and of impressing, in the most 
forcible language I could, the dangers into which many of 
the officers of the Company’s army were precipitately 
rushing. As the substance of the communication 1 made 
to this officer was afterwards circulated in the form of a 
letter, I enclose an extract from my journal, in which it 
was immediately entered : and this extract will show you 
the nature of those arguments 1 used to reclaim men from 
their deep delusion. This communication had evidently 
a great effect upon the person to w horn it was addressed ; 
and he promised me he would not only coniniunieafie my 
sentiments to some of the most reflecting among the olli- 
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cers of the garrison^ and obtain, through their means, the 
rejection of the proposals from Hyderabad, but would en- 
deavour, in concert with them, to eiffect an arrangement 
that would exclude the younger part of the ofheers from 
any right of deliberation on the questions with which the 
army was now agitated ; which I agreed with him would 
be a point of the greatest importance, and the first step 
wards a final settlement of existing evils. 

All these measures were happily effected. An answer 
was sent to Hyderabad, that the officers of Masulipatam 
must assert their right of judging for themsciVes, and that 
they could not comply with their demand regarding me; 
and the garrison committees, which were mobbish’ meetings 
of the whole of the officers, were dissolved, and all future 
proceedings entrusted to a few of the senior officers, who 
were (it was agreed) not •to be influenced either by the 
opinions of other committees, or by the opinion of any 
officer in the garrison not included in their number, which 
was limited to eleven, 

I liad at this period received a report that Lieutenant- 
Colonel Berkeley was too unwell to come to Musulipatam, 
and there was likely to be some delay in the arrival of 
Major Evans. 1 also found that formal examinations 
before a regular committee would be likely to excite an 
irrifatioii, which it had been, throiigliout, my study to 
avoid, 1 tlierefore took advantage of the authority con- 
veyed to me by Lieutenant-Colonel Barclay's letter of the 
]2th of July, to commence myself the investigation of the 
conduct of the garrison previous to my arrival. 

I had always intcndeil (provided I had obtained your 
permission) to have proceeded with the report of the com- 
mittee to Madras, as I was sensible I should never be able 
to convey to you by letters the whole of that important in- 
formation I hail obtaineil of the real state and temper of 
the majority oflhe oHicers of the Company's army on the 
coast, who, fhough apparently united in one confederacy, 
were actuated by widely dittcreut motives, and took very 
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different views of the nature of the scene in which they 
were engaged: and of these different shades in their 
situation and intentions it appeared to me most essential 
you should have the fullest information,* as this knowledge 
was evidently the only basis upon which any arrangement 
could be made for the settlement of the whole question, 
without having recourse to an open and declared rupture, 
which I ever understood it was your earnest desire to 
avoid till the last extremity. As I found the changes 
which had been effected left me without any fear of the 
garrison of Masulipatam departing from their duly during 
my absence, 1 thought it my duty, after 1 had completed 
the investigation with which I was charged, to exercise 
that discretion which you had given me before my 
departure from Madras, and proceed in person to re- 
port the result of my investigation. 1 communicated 
this intention to Major-General Pater, the Commander 
of the division, who arrived at Masulipatam on the SOtb 
July, and it met with his fullest concurrence and appro- 
bation. 

I heard, before my departure, of the 2d battalion of the 
10th regiment of native infantry having refused to march ; 
but as that event did not appear likely to be immediately 
followed by any open act of contumely or disobedience 
in the Hyderabad force, and as it produced no com- 
motion wliatever in the garrison of Masulipatam, it was 
an additional excitement to the resolution I had adopted, 
as I expected to have arrived at Madras (by travelling 
in the rapid manner I did) before any determination 
had been taken upon this act of mutiny and disobedience, 
and to have furnished information that might have 
aided your judgment in deciding upon that important 
question. 

As I always conceived that it was the object of Go- 
vernment to reclaim, if possible, the minds of the offi- 
cers, I directed my whole attention, during the period 
I was at Masulipatam, to this great object. I therefore 
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cautiously abstained from any attempt to discover the 
tientimenls of either the European or native soldiery. 
Such an attempt must have been instantly known, and 
would have inflicted an irremediable wound on the 
minds of the officers, and have been certain to precipitate 
that crisis which it was iny labour to avoid. 

To evince tliat I have not been deceived in the cx- 
pcclatioiis I formed of the change of feeling in the affairs 
of the garrison of Masulipatam, I enclose an extract of a 
letter from an officer, in whose correctness I place entire 
confidence. The resolutions which the committee of 
Masulipatam have agreed to consider, are such, no doubt, 
as it would be impossible for Government to have ac- 
ceded to; but they exhibit a most important cliange 
from former violence to comparative (emj}er and modera- 
tion ; and their agitatioii shows that these officers reject all 
share in fbc demands made in that paper which is termed 
their Vllimatum by the Flyderabad committee. It must 
be recollected, that in cases like the present, where the 
minds of a large body of men have been greatly disturbed, 
that their return to reason is likely to be as gradual as 
their departure from it : and I can have no doubt, from 
what I know of tlic present temper and inclination of some 
of the senior officers in the northern division, as well as in 
other quarters of this army, that had not tlie recent acts 
of the force at Hyderabad led to those measures which 
Government has thought it its duty to adopt, they would 
have seized with avidity any opportunity that the induU 
gent considerations of Government for their past errors had 
afforded them, of reclaiming themselves and others from 
the deep crimes into which they had plunged, and ot 
restoring (o its former name and glory a service which the 
rash madness of some of its members threaten with ruin 
and destruction. 

It remains for me only to state, and 1 do it with deep 
regret, that, as far as I can judge, late occurrences have 
annihilated every hope of the garrison of Masulipatam (I 
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speak with the exception of the artillery company) remain- 
ing faithful to its duty ; and I fear there are several corps 
in the division, tlic officers of which will be disposed to 
follow their example. 

I entreat you to pardon the length of tliis letter, as well 
ns the freedom with which I have stated my sentiments. 
I can have no desire but to show that I have not been false 
to that confidence by which I was honoured ; and that I 
have laboured with zeal, and not without success, (at least 
as far as the scene in which I was employed was con- 
cerned,) to promote the public interests. 

I have the honour to be, 

Honourable sir, 

Your most obedient servant, 

(Signed) 


Madras, 

l8t August, 1S09. 


JOHN MALCOLM. 
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Address of the Inhabitants of Madras to 
Sir George Barlow. 


TO 

THE IION. SIR G. BARLOW, BART. & K.B. 

GOVKIINOR, AND PRrSIDENT IX COUNCIL, OF 
POUT ST. GEORGE AND ITS DEPENDENCIES. 


Honourable Sir, 

W E, whose names are hereunto subscribed, 
impressed with a <leep sense of our duty to our Country, 
amt of the necessity of good order and obedience to the 
constituted authorities, beg leave to render you, at this 
moment of difficulty and danger, our assurances of sup- 
port to the interests of (iovernment, and of our readiness 
to devote our lives and fortunes to the maintenance of the 
public tranquillity in any way in which to you, in your 
wisdom, it may seem meet to command them. 

\Vc desire to take this opportunity of publicly express- 
ing our fullest disapprobation of that spirit of insnbordina- 
<ion which has recently shown itself amongst the offic ers 
of the -Honourable Company’s army serving under the 
Presidency of Fort St. George ; fully convinced, that it is 
the duty of every good subject to yield obedience to the 
commands of those whom the will ol' his Sovereign and the 
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laws of his country have placed in authority over him, 
and patiently to await the result of a reference to Europe 
for the redress of real or supposed grievances. Any con- 
duct, impatient of the period of such appeal, and back- 
ward to the calls of professional obedience, we regard as 
subversive of all good order and discipline, hostile to the 
constitution of our native country, and big with danger to 
the existence of the British empire in India. 

And we therefore, honourable sir, beg to repeat the as- 
surances of our firm determination to resist the operation 
of such principles, which we are convinced must be 
equally reprobated and condemned by all good and loyal 
subjects. 

Fort St. George, 

August, 1809. 
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Letter from LkutenanUColoyiel^lKi.colLU to Major- 
General Gowdie, Commander of the Forces in 
ChieJ^ Madras. 


Sir, 

I HAVE boforo informed you, that in consc* 
quence of instrucf ions' i received from the honourable the 
Gover'ior, through the medium of Lieutenant-Colonel 
Barclay, military secretary, 1 proceeded (without waiting 
the ass(*mb]y of the committee that was ordered) to make 
ail im|iiiry into tlie conduct of the garrison of Masulipa- 
tain. > considered that the best form in which ! could 
ma’^ve this inquiry, wavS to collect from Lieutenant-Colonel 
nnes every information he could give, and to obtain 
such evhleiK’e from the officers of the garrison as appeared 
necessary to (‘stablish (he leading facts of the transactions 
it was my object to investigate. I judged that a minute 
and formal personal examination of the parties was equally 
unnecessary to tlie object of the preliminary inquiry with 
which I was charged, and unsuited to the temper of the 
times, or to the fulfilment of those objects which I con- 
ceived the honourable the (lovernor to have had in view 
at the time 1 was appointed to the command of the garrison 
of Masulipatam. 
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The oflicrrs of the ^rarrison whom I called upon for 
information, were of courjse cautious in committing to 
writing, or indeed in verbally stating, any thing that 
iniglit criminate themselves : and I was induced, by many 
reasons, to avoid any examination of tlic men of the Kuro- 
pean regiment, or native battalion. Such evidence was 
not necessary to the establishment of the principal facts ; 
and it conld not liavc been obtained without a complete 
sacrifice of that temper which it was my object to maintain 
until the Ci^overnriicnt was in possession of tiic general 
result of iny inquiry, and of that important information 
regarding the state of not only the garrison of Masulipa- 
tam, but of oilier stations in the army, wliicli niy cmploy- 
iiuiit upon this <luty had enabled me to collect. 

I enclo'se a s(ateni<*iit given in by Lieutenant-Colonel 
limes, with an Appendix, and two private notes in reply 
to queries I put to him, subsequent to his delivering me 
his tirst statement. 

I also enclose a paper, which contains the substance of 
(he information given me by ('aptaiii Andrews of the 
JOuropcau regiment, and ('aptaiii Kelly of the 1st baltalioii 
19th regiment of native infantry, and which was corrobo- 
rated by several of the officers of flu* garrison. 1 transmit 
a pap<*r from Lieutenant Nixon, the Adjutant, whom I 
examined relating to the different causes which had led to 
agitate the minds of the men of the European regiment, 
and to make them, as well as their officers, forget their 
duty. 

You are in possession of Major Storey’s public letter, 
slating the nature of the situation in which he was placed, 
and tlic steps which he adopted. In addition to that do- 
cument I enclose the substance of a verbal declaration 
which Major Storey made to me upon this subject, and 
which shows the leading consideration which he states to 
have governed his conduct upon this occasion. 

These enclosures will throw complete light upon the 
conduct of both Licutcnanl-Coloncl innes and the officers 
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of the garrison of Masulipatam : and I shall, in the course 
of the few observations which 1 feel it ray duty to offer 
upon their contents, state such additional fads as carae to 
ray knowledge from verbal cominunicutious upon this sub- 
ject. 

It is not possible to contemplate the conduct of the offi- 
cers of Masulipatam throughout the different stages of this 
transaction, without constant reference to the general dis- 
content and disaffection to Government which, at the mo- 
ment of their proceedings, prevailed in the minds of a large 
proportion of the officers of the Company’s arn)y on this 
establishment, and which must be considered as one of the 
chief, if not the sole cause of their exxesses. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Iniies appears, from his statement, 
to have joined the cor]>s he was appointed to command 
with an impression that tli^ officers of it were disaffected 
to Government, and with a resolution to oppose and cor- 
rect such improper principles in whatever place or shape 
he met them. 

lie landed at Masulipatam on the 7th May, and was 
invited on the same day to dine at the mess of the regi- 
ment; and it was after dinner, on this first day of their 
intercourse, tliat the ground-work was laid of all their 
future disputes. The only substantial fact adduced by 
Lieutenant-Colonel innes on this occasion, and admitted 
by the other parties, was, that “ the friends of the ar»ny 
was given as a toast, at this meeting, by Lieutenant 1). 
Forbes, and seconded by Lieutenant Maitland, quarter- 
master of the corps. This toast Lienfenant-Colonel Junes 
requested might be changed for the Madras army ; but 
his proposition was not acceded to, and he, in consequence, 
left the table. This appears to be the only proved fact. 
Several observations are stated by Lienfcnant-Colonel 
Innes to have been made by oflicers at the table, that wore 
disrespectful to Government, and conlrary to the principles 
of subordination and good order : but the only one of these 
observations that he specifics, is ascribed to Lieutenant 
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Maitland in a letter to that gentleman, which forms a num- 
ber of the Appendix. In that letter, Lieutenant-tyolonel 
limes, after regretting that Lieutenants Maitland and Forbes 
had not made the apology he required of them tor their con- 
duct on the evening of the 7th May, adds, ‘‘ I will still 
forward any explanations you may state to me with rc- 
spcct to the observations you 7nade at the mess on the 
7th instant so puhlkhj^ with respect to the Niznm\s dc- 
‘‘ tachment, and officers who are not friends of the army.” 
Lieutemint Maitland, in his reply to this letter, states his 
hope that Government will not decide upon Lieutenant- 
Colonel Innes’s report until he has an opportunity of de- 
fending himself: and further observes, Dntil f received 
your letter this day, I never knew foi what words or 
‘‘ actions of mine an apology was required ; foi 1 }"od 
solemnly deny ever having given any opinion, in any 
manner, regarding the Nizam’s detachment and its offi- 
cers, that night, or at any other time, in your presence.” 
When Lieutenant-Colonel Inncs left the mess-room, 
which he did, as has been before stated, in conscqueiu o of 
their refusing to change the toast to the Madras army,” 
as he had proposed, it appears the olHcers proceeded to 
drink their original toast in the manner they were accus- 
tomed to drink it, with three cheers : and these, it is not 
unlikely, may have been mistaken by Lieutenant-Colonel 
Innes for further marks of disrespect to him, and conse- 
quently to the authority by which he was appointc d : but 
the officer^ of the regiment, who were present at table, deny 
tlie existence or expressions of any such sentiment. 

These different statements cannot be deemed surprising, 
when the nature of this meeting is considered. The parties 
could, indeed, hardly have been personally known to each 
other : and although no doubt can be entertained of the 
goodness of Lieutcnani -Colonel Innes’s motives, and the 
laudable character of his zeal for the Government lie 
served, it is perhaps to be regretted that his first eilbrt to 
correct the principles of the officers of bis corps should 
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have been made at a convivial scene, where it was to be 
supposed men would be less under restraint than in any 
other situation, and therefore less disposed to attend to 
cither the voice of counsel or authority. 

Blit Colonel Innes, from his statement, appears sensible 
of this fact. lie observes, after recapitulating the motives 
that led him to report privateh/ the conduct of the officers 
of the regiment at the dinner on the 7th of May, to a con- 
fidential staff officer, from whom he received what he terms 
‘ his original instructions,’ I at the same time particu- 
larly requested, that no pttblic notice might be taken of 
what I found it expedient to state, unless I should be 
compelled subsequently to bring the business reluctantly 
forward officially ; having intimated that I expected an 
apology to be tendered to me by Lient(‘nan<s D. Forbes 
and Maitland for their improper conduct on that even- 
ing, when the general oiders of the Ist of May last w eie 
commented upon at the mess-room ofthc Madras liuro- 
pcan regiment. ’ 

That sucli was (he impression upon Colonel InnesV 
mind, is confirmed by a note from him to Mr. Nixon, the 
adjutant of tlie regiment, in which he asserts, that he made 
no official report of the occurrence, ft appears, however, 
that, contrary to Lieutenant-Colonel liines’s expressed ex- 
pectation, you considered it your duly to notice the pri- 
vate communication he had made of iJie occurnmccs of the 
evening of the 7th May; and the letter which (he Adju- 
tant-General wrote to Lieutenant-Colonel innes upon (hat 
subject, under date the 17th May, was immediately pui 
into the regimental orderly book of the corps. It would 
be superfluous for me to dwell upon the irritation w hieh 
the measures that were adopted upon this occasion, and 
the mode of carrying them into execution, excited in (he 
minds of the officers of the regimen! . The nature and ex- 
tent of that irritation are sufficiently explained in the ac- 
companying documents. Its grounds were the supposed 
inoorrectiicss of Liculcnanl-Coloucl limes s private coin- 
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muiucalions io head-quarters ; the neglect with which the 
representations of the officers of the regiment upon this 
subject were treated : the hardship of a respectable staff 
oflic’cr being disgraced hy a removal from liis station, with- 
out knowing of what he was accused, or being permitted to 
say one word in his defence ; and the unusual and extra- 
ordinary measure of detaching (as a punishment) an officer 
of the regiment to the command of a post where there was 
not one man of his corps, and the refusal of a court mar- 
tial to the officer on whom this unprecedented mark of dis- 
grace liad been inflicted. 

In addition to these subjects of complaint, the officers 
seem to liavc considered the publication of the letter from 
liieutenant-Colonel Conway in the orderly book, as an un- 
necessary promulgation of the displeasure and censure they 
had incurred among the men of jhe regiment : and Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel lanes would appear to liavc been sensible, 
sometime afterwards, /hat this was the fact, as he desired 
the letter to be expunged from the orderly book. 

You will observe, from the documents I enclose, all that 
took place connected with the appointment of Lieutenant 
Spaukie, regarding which an impression was received by 
the oilicejs of the regiment, from a communication made 
by Lieufeimnt-Culoncl limes, on the ground of a private 
letter, which he stated to tliein he had received from you, 
that it was in contemplation to disband the regiment, and 
place the officers on half-pay, if they did not alter their 
conduct ; but that the fate of the corps would in a great 
degree be determined by tlie step which Lieutenant 
Spankic might take ; that is, by his refusal or acceptance 
of the station of quarter-master. This idea (which I can- 
not tliink it was ever the intention of your letter to convey) 
was directly intimated by Lieutenant-Colonel limes in the 
following private note to Lieutenant Spankic, 
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Mr BEAR Sir, 

1 believe I^or^ot (o remark, that your 
silufUion and Lieutenant Fenwick’s arc very difl’erent 
now. Under existing circiiinstances it was equally 
proper for him to decline accepting of the quarler- 
mastership, as it is absolutely proper and necessary 
that you should accede to the General’s wishes, to save 
a whole regiment. Think of this. 

“ Yours truly, 

(Signed) J. INNFS.” 

This proceeding could not hut greatly increase the irri- 
tation that before existed.: it gave too much ground for the 
propagation of a belief, that the general punishment of the 
whole corps might depend upon the conduct of an indi- 
vidual (a young otllct^r in the corps), on a question of a 
pjilicular and personal nature; ami it was not possible 
ibr an impiession to liavc been made more calculated to 
increase the irritation and spirit of di>coiitent which before 
prevailed in the regiment. 

I shall now proceed to a concise view of the circum- 
stances which relate to the order fur the embarkation of a 
detachment of the Madras European r<*giment for marines, 
and of (he occurrences w Inch took place on the i^olli June : 
regarding which, however, tin* documents already in your 
jjossessioii are so ample, as to require little further infor- 
mation upon the subject. 

When Lieutenant Forbes was directed to proceed to 
Penang, and a party of marines, under Lieutenant Mait- 
land, to be in readiness to embark on board the Fox frigate, 
no idea appears to have been entertained of opposition to 
these orders. Though the officers of the corp^ felt, that 
Lieutenants Forbes and Maitland being particularly or- 
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dered on these duties could only be as a punishment, and 
to avoid the stigma which they conceived this proceeding 
would bring upon tlie corps, they solicited Lieutenant- 
Colonel Inncs to allow other officers to exchange with 
Lieutenant Maitland and Lieutenant Forbes, and at the 
same time assured him there was not an officer in the regi- 
ment that was not ready to take the tour of duty. This 
application (which proves the officers had no intention at 
that period of resisting the orders of (iovornment,) was re- 
fused by Lieutenant-Colonel Inncs, for reasons stated in 
his note to me of the 22d July, which forms a number of 
the Appendix. 

Before the orders wei*c received at Masulipatam for an 
increased number of marines embarking on board his Ma- 
jesty’s ships Piedmontese and Sainarang, the minds of the 
oflicers of that garrison had been much inflamed by com- 
munications they had received from the different stations 
of the army. Those expressed (agn^eablc to the statement 
of Captain Andrews and Captain Kelly) a general opinion 
of the illegality of the orders regarding Lieutenant Forbes 
and Lieutenant Maitland, and of the unjust manner in 
which the Madras European regiment had been treated. 
It was also r(?ported from a variety of quarters, that the re- 
giment Avas to b(‘ dispersed and disbanded : and these re- 
ports obtained, from the nature of preceding occurrences, 
a very ready belief both among the officers and men of the 
corps. 

Th(!re can, however, be no doubt that the garrison at 
Masulipalain, as well as other stations willi Avhich they 
communicated, cojiicmplated the detachment of so lai^c a 
party as that ordered fnmi the European regiment, as a 
serious diminution of tlieir strength, and consequently in- 
jurious to the interests of the confederacy against Govern- 
ment, in which they Avere so deeply engaged ; and that 
this consideration in some degree influenced them to that 
criminal course which they pursued : but I do not bclicv** 
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that this motive, unaided by others, would have led them 
at that moment to so bold and daring an opposition to 
orders. 

Tile account given by Lieutenant-Colonel Innes of the 
proceedings of the 25tli June, is, I am satisfied, perfectly 
correct. It is impossible for me to afford any further in* 
formation than what you will derive from that document. 
To Major Storey’s oflicial letter, and the substance of that 
officer’s verbal declaration to me, (which forms a number 
oftlic Appendix,) I can only add my conviction of two 
facts ; 1st, Tliat Licntenant-Colonel limes had it not in his 
power to cocrec the obedience of the garrison in the state 
it was in ; and, 2dly, That had bloiHlshed taken place, it 
would (as Major Storey states in his verbal declaration) 
have been (he signal for the Company’s officers at many 
other stations throwing ofl’iheir allegiance to Government. 

The accompanying deposition of Lieutenant and Ad* 
jutant Nixon is entitled to some attention. There is no 
doubt of the gcnt?ral facts which that officer has stated; 
lliey are indeed proved by the conduct of the men of the 
European regiment, who gave a ready support to their 
officers in an act which they must have known was muti- 
nous, wliich it is not likely they would have done if they 
had not received unfavourable impressions of the intentions 
of (lovcrninent. T^iese impressions, however, were only 
the predisposing causes ; the immediate impulse under 
which the deluded men of the regiment acted, was a wish 
to support officers who had been long with them, and a 
leeling of resentment at threatened coercion ; and, under 
the action of this impulse, they would, no doubt, have 
opposed any troops that had been brought against them. 

Though nothing can justify mutiny, it is impossible, 
when wc consider that the non-commissioned officers and 
men of the Madras European regiment acted on this occa- 
sion at the call of almost ail their regimental officers, not 
to acquit them in a very great degree of that share of 
criminality which must attach to all the individuals im- 
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plicated in such proceedings* I am satisfied of the truth 
of what Lieutenant Nixon states regarding the discontent 
that exists among the men of this corps who have enlisted 
for an unlimited period of service. These men gave me a 
petition upon this subject, and prayed 1 would bring it to 
your notice. I communicated this petition to Major-Ge-» 
neral Pater, as I thought it implied, from the terms in 
which it was expressed, that they were aware of their 
situation, and wxre di'^posed to maintain their obedience 
to Government. It was at all events clearly to be inferred 
from the mode and substance of this representation, that 
those by whom it was made were sensible of the nature of 
the times, and thought them favourable for tlie accom- 
plishment 6( their object. 

It is impossible for me to state what officers have been 
most culpable in those irregular* and uninilitnry proceed# 
ings into which I have been directed to inquire ; but, with 
the exception of those stated in Lieutenant-Colonel Inncs’s 
letter, (who had, in fact, no means of being useful,) I be- 
lieve that all the officers present with the Madras European 
regiment, and the 1st battalion of the 19th regiment, were 
implicated in the general guilt. Those who took the 
most forward part, are stated in Lieutenant-Colonel Innes’s 
letters. 

The company of artillery stationed out of the Fort had 
no concern whatever in these transactions, and has remained 
throughout perfectly faithful to its duly and to Govern- 
ment. 

I nerd hardly shite that the native officers and men of the 
garrison of Masulipatam had no concern in this mutiny. 
They fell in on their parade, on the day of the 25th June, 
because a number of the officers of the corps called upon 
them to do so. 

It is a justice I owe to Major Storey and to Captain 
Andrews, senior officer of the European regiment, to state, 
that from the 25th June until the 4th of July, the day on 
which 1 took the command, the utmost subordination and 
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good order bad been observed by the troops, and the duty 
of the garrison had been carried on with as great regularity 
and order as if nothing had occurred to disturb the usual 
routine of military discipline. 

I feel it would be presumption in me to offer any (q[>inioa 
upon the subject of niy inquiry, and I have therefore con» 
fined myself to the object of bringing before you, in as 
clear and concise a manner as 1 could, the leading and 
principal facts of those proceedings which 1 was directed 
to investigate. 

1 have the honour to be, 

Sir, 

Your most obedient servant, 


Madras, 


(Signed) 


JOHN MALCOLM, 

Lieul.-Col. Com. 
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Statement of Lieutenant-Colonel Innes. 


“ TO LIEUTENANT-COLONEL MALCOLM. 

« SiK, 

Paragraph 1. Previous to my being 
appointed to command the Madras I^iiropcan regiment, I 
was informed that the oHicers of that corps had given sonic 
very improper toasts on the day that Captain J. Marshall 
had dined at their mess lierc, which fidly expressed their 
political principles, and how highly they disapproved of 
the previous measures of Government, adopted after Lieu- 
tenant-General M‘^r)owairs leaving Madras for Europe, 
whose cause and parly they support. 

Par. 2. Impressed with tlie recollection of this cir- 
cumsti'ince, when I ivent to dine at ihe mess of the Madra.s 
European regiment, the day I landed here to assume die 
command, 1 determined neither to permit, or to pass over 
unnoticed, any such scene as was reported to have oc- 
curred on the day above alluded to, so extremely improper, 
and subversive of that Jiigli respect which is due to (Govern- 
ment fiom every officer of the aimy of Fort St. (George. 

Par. 3. ‘‘ What actually did take place on the even- 

ing of the 7th May last, and wliich rendered it not only 
proper, but absolutely recpiisitc for me to quit the mess- 
room at ail early hour, [ deemed it iny indispensable duty 
next day to communicate, in a private manner, to a con- 
fidential staff oflicer ‘ from whom I received my original 
instructions,’ in order to show the oflicer commanding the 
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iirniy in chief, and the Honourable the Governor of Fort 
St. George, the violent spirit of discontent, undisguised 
disapprobation, and determined opposition to the measures 
of Government, which even then existed amongst the 
officers of that corps, and which was previously well 
known at head-quarters. 

Par. 4. “ I at the same time particularly requested 
that no public notice might be taken of what I found it 
cxpedi(*nt to state, unless I should be compelled subse* 
quently to bring the business reluctantly forward officially; 
liaving intimated, that 1 expected an apology to be ten- 
dered to me by Lieutenants D. Forbes and Maitland for 
their improper conduct on that evening, when the general 
orders of the 1st May were commented upon at the mess- 
room of the Madras European regiment. 

Par. 5. The next morning 1 went to breakfast with 
Captiiiii Andrews (who had dined at the mess the previous 
evening), and requested of him to acquaint the officers 
composing the mess, that 1 uas under the necessity of de- 
clining to become a member of their society,:*^ as I had 
proposed,’ owing to existing circumstances that did not 
accord with luy ideas or sentiments of subordination, which 
was my imperious duty to restrain. 

Par. 6. Contrary, however, to my expectation, the 
ill formation I had originally given was acted upon, being 
considered of such a tendency that it could not be passed 
over, as 1 had requ(‘sted, and which ultimately led to (he 
publication of the orders by the officer commanding the 
army in cliief, repriinaiidiiig the officers of the Madras 
European regiment, removing Lieutenant Maitland from 
the qnarlermastersliip, and ordering Lieutenant I). Forbes 
to command at (roiulapillee ; as also the appointment of 
Lieutenant Maitland to command a detail of tlie corps 
ordered to serve as mariners, and Jd(Mitcnant I). Forbes to 
command a detail of the corps at Prince of Wales Island. 
Those measures were no doubt ad(»ptcd with a view of 
checking any future symptoms of iusubordiuation amongst 
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the officers of the Madras European regiment* So far, 
however, from being attended with the desired effect, they 
only tended to increase the former state of irritation, and 
their determination on resistance to the orders of the officer 
commanding the army in chief, and Government, when 
their fractious arrangements were fully organized, and 
ready to be carried into execution by the disaffected, as 
has since been fully confirmed by their late and daring 
mutiny. 

Par. 7. When I transmitted Lieutenant D. Forbes’s 
application to head-quarters for a general court martial, it 
was accompanied by ray official letter, and report of the 
circumstances which occurred on the evening of the 
24th May last, at the mess-room of the M. £. regiment, 
and which is now subjoined for your information ; as also 
the correspondence which subsequently passed between me 
and the officers of the Madras European regiment upon 
this interesting subject, now under consideration ; which I 
felt it my duty to forward to head-quarters for the consi- 
deration of the Coramandcr-in-Chief, for the reasons 
assigned in my two notes addressed to Lieutenant and 
Adjutant Nixon. It only therefore remains for me to add, 
that wliat I honestly, candidly, and conscientiously stated 
to have taken place at the mess of the M. E. regiment on 
tlie evening of the 7th of May last, was the substance of 
what actually passed, and, to the best of my recollection, 
in nearly the same words, (or words to the same effect,) as 
1 most solemnly declare upon my honour, and am ready 
to confirm upon oath. 

(Signed) « J. INNES, Lieut.-Col.” 

Masulipatam, 
l!)Ui July, 1809.” 

Previous to entering U])on the documents alluded to, I 
will call your attention to the two following paragraphs of 
the Governor General’s letter, addressed to Sir G. H. Bar* 
low, Bart. K. B. Governor of Fort St. George, dated 
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‘JTili May, 1809; by which you will observe, I was not 
only sanctioned, but expected to give ev<?ry information to 
the Commander-in-Chief and Government, (from my 
otiicial situation,) which could tend to check disaffection 
in this division, and promote the public service either by 
iny own example and exertions, or by applying to a higher 
authority to suppress it. 

Par. 89. We concur also entirely in the sentiment 
expressed in your general orders of the 1st ultimo, that it 
is not sufficient for officers holding commands to avoid a 
participation in such proceedings, but that it is their posi- 
tive and indispensable duty to adopt the most decided 
measures for their suppression, and to report them to the 
superior authorities. The purposes of tumult and sedi- 
tion may as effectually be prompted by their negative 
concurrence as by their active participation. 

Par. 90. The neglect of duty is an offence varying 
only in degree from a positive violation of it ; and any 
officer who, apprised of the progress of disorderly proceed- 
ings among those who are placed under his immediate 
control, abstains from any attempt to suppress them eitlier 
by the exertion of his own authority or by an appeal to the 
superior power, gives to those proceedings one mode of 
encouragement, and cannot stand absolved of blame, nor 
found a claim to immunity, nevertheless to a continuance 
of that implicit confidence which is attached to stations of 
authority, on the basis of so culpable and mischievous a 
neutrality.” 


(A true copy.) 


(Signed) « J. INNES, Lieut.-Col.” 
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Zetier from Lmitcnant-Colond Innes to the, Adju- 
tant-General of the Army, 


Fort St. George. 

Sir, 

Paragraph I. I have the honour of 
reporting to you, for the information of the officer com- 
manding the army in chief, and the Honourable the Go- 
vernor in Council, the particulars of the daring and pre- 
meditated niuliny which occurred here on Sunday the 
95th June, about two, or three o'clock, P. M., wlien the 
three detachments of the M. E. regiment were ordered to 
embark on board the fleet as marines. 

Par. 2. On tlie arrival of the Piedmontese frigate, 
and Saniarang sloop of war, at this place, I sent off a 
letter to Captain Foote commanding the two ships, intimat- 
ing that the three detachments of the M. E. regiment were 
ready to embark, was lie prepared and authorized to receive 
them on board his ships. The non-commissioned officers 
and privates appeared to be highly pleased at going on this 
duty. 

Par. 3. About sunset I observed a boat landing with 
some naval officers ; and having invited Captain Foote on 
shore, went down to meet and receive him at the sea gate, 
to conduct him to my quarters, that wc might communicate 
fully on every subject wliicli could tend to promote the 
public service, iii carrying the orders of the oflicer com- 
manding tlic army in chief into execution. 

Par. 4. J ust as the naval olticers were nearly landed, 
I was called aside by Lieutenant Charles Forbes of the 
M. E. regiment, who was accompanied by Captains Kelly 
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and Harrington of the 1st battalion IStli regiment N.I., 
Liculeiuint and Adjutant Nixon, and Lieutenant and 
Quarter-Master Spankie of the M. E. KJgimcnt. Captain 
Kelly then read a paper^ which they were deputed to 
communicate to me not only by the officers of the garrison, 
but those of this division, requesting 1 would postpone the 
embarkation of tlie detachments of the M. E. regiment till 
they could receive an answer to an address they had it in 
contemplation to submit to the Commandcr-in-Chicf, and 
the Honourable the Governor in Council, demanding a 
redress of grievances* To this application 1 pointedly 
objected, having no authority to set aside the instructions 
1 received from the Commander-in-Chief 

Par. 5. Lieutenant Spankie then boasted of their 
having the most positive assurances of support from the 
troops at Hyderabad, Jauliiah, the J3ombay army, and 
every division on the coast. 1 then observed, that 1 hoped 
those expectations would not induce them to resist the em- 
barkation, by being guilty of mutiny, and by trying 
whether the troops would obey them or me. To order the 
whole in arrest, was now my only alternative. This, 
however, I could not attempt, or expect their obedience 
to my authority, under existing circumstances, and 
‘ standing alone.’ 

Par. G. At this instant the purser of the Piedmontese 
delivered to me a letter from Captain Foote, annexed ; 
wliich upon opening, it proved to be an official letter from 
the chief secretary of Government, dated 22d June 1809, 
ordering me to embark the detachment, of U. M. 59tli 
regiment of foot on board the Samarang with the least 
delay. I then inquired of the purser if he had not brought 
any other letter to mo from Captain Foote? He replied 
in the negative, nor did he hear of any detachment being 
ordered on board but that of the 59tii. This the deputa- 
tion saw and heard. 

Par. 7. But apprehending some mistake had oc- 
curred, 1 told the deputation 1 expected a reply to my. 
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letter of that day, sent to Captain Foote, which would 
elucidate the subject. At 10 o’clock P. M. it reached me, 
referring me to his letter sent by the purser. I, of course, 
concluded that the one from the secretary of Government 
was the one he alluded to, and sent Captain Foote’s tetter 
to Lieutenant and Adjutant Mixon directly : and wc con* 
eluded that the detachments of the Madras European 
regiment were not expected to embark ; which 1 commu- 
nicated to the officers on parade next morning ; adding, 
that they must be prepared to embark at an hour’s notice 
in any other ships that might anive to receive them on 
board, which appeared to give much satisfaction, finding 
they were not going by this opportunity. 

Par. 8. About 1 o’clock P. M., 25th June, the 
Purser, and Mr. Midshipman Shepperd, of the Samarang, 
returned from the Pettah to my quarters; and, to my 
astonishment, put Captain Foote’s first and original letter 
(alluded to in his second) into my hand, which, by mis- 
take, they had omitted to do the previous evening. I 
then expressed my regret at what had passed, although I 
was convinced it made no difference; as I conceived, 
from what passed the evening before, that the embarka- 
tion of the Madras European regiment’s detachments 
would be resisted by the officers of the garrison at all 
events. 

Par. 9. I then sent for Lieutenant and Adjutant 
N^iXon, showed him Captain Foote’s letter, (Mo. 4, an- 
nexed,) and directed him to have the parties ready to go 
on board at 6 P. M and to send the officers ordered on 
this duty to receive my instructions. I at the same time 
observed to the Adjutant, that, from what had passed the 
previous evening, I had every reason to suppose the em- 
barkation would be resisted; and begged and conjured 
him to consider of the consequences ; and to inform the 
officers, that if they would pledge their honour not to in- 
terfere with me in the execution of my duiy^ by carrying 
the orders of the Commander-in-Chief and Government into 
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execution^ it would afford me the highest satisfaction, and 
preserve order and tranquillity. 

Par. 10. If, however, resistance was intended to be 
offered by the officers to the embarkation, I would reluc* 
tantly be reduced to the disagreeable necessity of applying 
to Captain Foote of the Piedmontese to land the marines 
of both ships, and every seaman who could be spared, to 
see the orders of Government and the Coniraander-in- 
Chief respected^ and to enable me to carry them into exe* 
cution. 

Par. Jl. So soon as the order for embarking was 
made public, and shown to the ofRcers, they ran, in a dis* 
orderly, tumultuous, and mutinous manner, to the bar* 
racks of the Madras European regiment and the 1st bat* 
talion 19th regiment native infantry, calling on the men to 
arm, and prevailed on (hem to join them in the mutiny, 
and opposition to my orders, and those of the Commander* 
iii-Chicf and the Honourable the Governor in Council. 

Par. 12. Captain Kelly, Lieutenant and Quarter* 
Master Spankie, and some other officers, came over to my 
quarters, con juring me not to insist on the embarkation, or 
to send to Captain Foote for assistance, which could only 
occasion the shedding of much innocent blood, and en- 
dangering the loss of the country. All this passed before 
the naval gentlemen. Their first observation was a most 
serious one, having got the two corps to join them in the 
mutiny. 

Par. 13. Another party of officers came shortly after 
up to my quarters, repeating what the other officers had 
done, and upbraiding me with giving incorrect informa- 
tion to Government and the Commander-in-Cliief relative 
to what passed on the 7th ult. at (he mess ; on which they 
acted, and dispersed the regiment, on my suggestions, as 
a punishment, and which they never would accede to. 
Many other observations passed I do not exactly recollect; 
but I again intimated to the gentlemen, that, hud they 
obeyed the orders issued, no mutiny could have occurred. 
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or the public service been impeded^ by their conduct and 
exertions. 

Par. 14. Major Storey, who had been sent for by the 
officers in llie Fort to join in their mutiny, then came to 
my quarters, told me the two corps were under arms, and 
would not be dismissed but by a proper authority ; and 
that he was called upon by the gentlemen to assume the 
cofnmand, and put me under close arrcjit, for the preser- 
vation of the garrison. 

Par. 15. “ I observed to Major Storey, that I neither 

could or would acknowledge his illegal arrest, and usurped 
authority, (altlmugh he might put me into close continc- 
inent,) for which he and the other officers would have 
to answer hereafter ; having not only mutinied, but pre- 
vailed on the troops in garrison to do so, by ordering 
them under arms, (without my authority,) which they 
prevailed upon them to resist. 

Par. 15. Major Storey then ordered my letters to be 
seized that were coining Irora the post office, to be ex- 
amined by him, and not to allow any to pass out, or any 
gentleman to visit me, without his permission. Ho then, 
‘ 1 hear,’ issued a garrison order, assuming the command, 
(as Captain Andrews did of the Madras European regi- 
ment,) and sent off letters to Hyderabad, Uombay, Tra- 
vancore, and every other station and encampment that 
liad united with them in the diabolical conspiracy against 
the Coveriiincnt of Fort St. George, as will appear on re- 
ference to tlio register of letters dispatched after the mutiny 
from the post office here; having completely laid aside 
the ina^k, publicly avowing and boasting of the support 
they depended upon receiving from their friends, in having 
their grievances redressed, imposed oa themrby their 
tyrannical Government. 

Par. 17. Here it is requisite to observe, Lieutenant 
Cecil, Or. Anderson, and Mr. Assistant Surgeon Jones, of 
the Madras European regiment, did not join in the mu- 
tiny: nor do 1 think the non-commissioned and privates of 
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the iiadras European regiment, or the native commis- 
sioned, iion-coniniissioncd and privates of tlie 1st battalion 
19th native infUiitiy, would, had they not been misguided 
by their guilty officers, zoko even then, ‘ I hear,’ had some 
difficulty to prevail oii them to mutiny against my autho- 
rity and that of the Conimander-in-Chief and Govern- 
ment. 

Par. 18. l^icutenant Cecil, who commanded the 
main-guard, having declined on every occasion to join the 
other officers in their disorderly and insubordinate con- 
duct, by resisting the ineasures of Goverinnent, was re- 
lieved bom the duty of the main-guard by the mutineers ; 
not, however, till he had fa/rc waited on me, at the risk 
of his life ; the s(‘Cond time after 1 was arrested, when I 
told Jn'm to submit, oj>positi()n being then of no use, and, 
bcMiig ill, to report hnnself sick, to avoid future ill treat- 
ment from the mutineers. 

Par. 19. Finding my letters seized b^v the mutineers, 
I sent a letter secretly to Captain Foote by his purser, 
with a request that copies of it might be transmitted with- 
out delay to the (’omiiiander-iii-Cliief and the Tlouourablc 
the Cioveriior in Council, for their information, having no 
other means of reporting to them till 1 was liberated; when 
a statement of circninstaiices w'onld be duly forwarded, 
which will fully /j/vzr that nothing was wanting on my 
part to can y niy instructions into execution instafitJy, iiot- 
withstaiidiug the state of aO'airs here, so fn^quently re- 
ported since my asstiriiing (he command of the Madras 
European regiment and this division ; previous to which, 
their opposition to the measures of Ciovernment (and con- 
federacy alluded to,) had commenced with the Madras 
and PoiuBay army. 

Par. 20. In justice to the purser of the Piedmontese, 
I must here observe, that his mistake, in not delivering 
the letter sooner, was of no other consequence but that of 
delaying the nuiliiiy a few hours, it being regularly 
organized, and resolved upon for some time past, and my 
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being arrested, that I might not impede their seditious 
plans against Government, so actively carried on ; sorry I 
am to addi with too much success. Understanding that 
General Pater will not reach this place before the 15th 
July, 1 forward this letter in a private and secret manner, 
that Government may be in possession of the fullest infor- 
maiioQ on the 3d July, in case I may be put to death by 
the mutineers before or after the arrival of Major General 
Pater, commanding officer of this division. 

(A true copy.) 

(Signed) « J. INNES, Lieut. Col. 

Commanding Masnlipatam, 
in rhargo N. D. of the Aimy. 


Private Note from Lieutenant-Colonel Iknes to 
Lieutenant-Colonel Malcolm, dated Masulipa- 
taniy 120/4 Julij^ 1 809. 


My dear Sin, 

I AM favoured with your note of this day’s 
date. In reply to which I have to state, that I had no 
communirations with the officers of the Madras European 
regiment on (he subject of reducing the corps. But when 
liieutenant Spankie waited upon me, to receive the Coin« 
mander-in-Chief’s letter, I intimated to him, on his refus- 
ing to accept of the quartermastersliip, proffel^d to him 
by General Gowdie, that if he did so, it was the General’s 
intention to bring him to a gcnercil court martial. 1 at (he 
same time conjured him to accept of (he situation offered 
to him, as on the conduct of the officers of the regiment 
juuch depended, on this occasion ; for if they persisted in 
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the unwarrantable conduct they were now pursuing, the 
regiment would be reduced, and all those not on the staff 
put upon the half-paj^ of their rank. I then told Lieute- 
nant S., that other plans, of a much more pleasant nature, 
were in contemplation for the regiment, which the officers 
seemed determined to put a stop to. I therefore begged 
and entreated that he and his friends would ndaturely and 
deliberately consider of existing circumstances, and study 
their own interest, and that of the public, by acceding to 
the General’s wishes; which nothing upon earth could 
have induced me to make known to Lieutenant S. but the 
extreme desire I had to preserve order and tranquillity, in 
order to promote the benefit of the regiment and the pub- 
lic service. iVly letter from the General was a private 
one ; but, 1 conceived, couched in such terms, as to au- 
thorize my making use of the information it contained, to 
check the irritation tliat existed in the corps. 

Yours sincerely, 

(Signed) J. INNES. 


Letter from LkutemnUColonel Lvnes to Lieute- 
mint-Colonel Malcolm. 


Mv DEAR Sir, 

\V HEN I received (he order of tlie Commander- 
in-Chief, appointing Lieutenant Maitland to command the 
first parfyjordcred to serve as marines on board the Fox 
frigate, I was waited upon by Captain Yard ^nd four sub- 
alterns of the Madras European regiment, (in the name 
of the corps,) requesting I would nominate any subaltern 
in the regiment to go in the room of Lieutenant Mait- 
land (who was always sick at sea), or permit one to 
volunteer his services. 
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I accordingly showed the deputation my instructions 
and orders, from which I had not authority to deviate; 
but offered to write to the Cotnmandcr-iii-Cliicf for his 
permission, which they would not accede to. I at the 
same time assured the gentlemen, the Honourable the 
Governor in Council, and oflicer commanding the army in 
chief, were ready to forget and forgive every thing that 
had taken place ; and that I would have much pleasure 
in accepting and forwardingany apology, ^ however slight,’ 
which Lieutenants D. Forbes and Maitland might send me ; 
and did not entertain a doubt but should be able to get 
Jjieiitofiant Maitland restored to his qnarterniastership, 
and Lieutenant D. Forbes continued with the regiment. 
They, notwithstanding, persisted in making wo apology, 
and the subject uas dropped, to my great regret. 

(Signed) J. INxNFS,” 

Masiilipatam, July, 1809.” 


i^BSTRACT of the Evidence of Captain Axprews^ 
the Homnirabk Company's European Jtegiment, 
and Captain Kelly of the \st Battalion \i)th 
Injdncni, which is corroborated by several other 
Office) s of the Garrisoti. 


“ On the arrival of Lieutcnant^Coloncl James Innes 
at Masulipatam on the 7th ultimo, to assume (he command 
of the Madras European regiment, he was invited to dinner 
at t|ie regimental mess, where there were several strangers 
present, i n the course of the evening a toast was proposed, 
which it was conceived could not be objected to by any 
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dne^ whatever might be his opinion of the recent acts of 
Government that have excited such general discontent 
amongst the officers of the coast army ; viz. The friends 
of the Madras army.” We were therefore much sur- 
prised to hear Lieutenant-Colonel Junes express his disap- 
probation of it, and his wish that it might be changed to a 
more general one ; viz. The Madras army^” Several 
observed, that there were officers in this army who were 
not its friends, and it appeared to be the general opinion 
of the Company that the toast should be given out as at 
first proposed. Colonel Innes immediately arose from the 
table ; and as he was going out of the mess-room, (he toast 
was drank with loud applauses. This, we have reason to 
think, he construes into his being hooted out of the mess. 
Next day J^ieutenants J). Forbes and iVIaitland were in- 
formed, that if they did ao( apologize for some observa- 
tions said to be made by them at the mess in the presence 
of their commanding officer, their conduct would lie re- 
ported to. head-quarters. Those officers were, however, 
acquainted that they should be furnished with a copy of 
the report. As no specific observations were mentioned 
by Colonel Junes, and as those officers had neither said 
nor done any thing that required an apology, they of 
course refused to make any. When il was supposed that 
Colonel Innes intended to recommend himself to Govern- 
ment by informing them of the conversation of a convivial 
party, the offic^'rs of the n'giraent resolved to Lave no fur- 
ther communication with him, exc(^pt in cases of duty. 
Some days afterwards, Lieutenants Spankic and Hancorii 
waited upon Colonel Jnrus, and explained to him fully 
their motives for declining to hold any private intercourse 
with him. In the course of a long conversation he repeat- 
edly told them, that he had not reported Lieutenants Forbes 
and Maitland ; and at last assured them, unless obliged to 
do so by some future conduct of theirs, he would not* 
With this assurance the officers of the regiment were so 
^satisfiedj that they altered tlicir behaviour towards Colonel 
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Innes. His declarations, however, were equivocal aid 
false, as will appear by the letter No. I, which was pub« 
lished ill the regimental orders of the 22d ult# He has ac- 
knowledged by the letter No. 2, that it was written in con- 
sequence of information communicated by him in a private 
letter, but which he pretended he did not think would have 
been acted upon. Agreeably to the orders, Lieutenant 
David Forbes submitted to the punishment inflicted upon 
him ; but, previous to his departure for Condapillee, he 
requested the Commander-in-Chief to give him an oppor- 
tunity of proving his innocence of the charge laid against 
him before a general court martial. The answer he re- 
ceived to this was, that ^ the Commander-in-Cliief deemed 
his application inadmissible : * but no reason whatever was 
assigned. Vide letters, No. 3 and 4. Colonel Innes put 
Lieutenant Fenwick’s name in orders, to succeed to the 
situation of Lieutenant Maitland ; but that oilicer i^egged 
leave to decline acceptance of it under the existing circum- 
stances. The quarterinastership w as tiien oficred to Lieu- 
tenant Spankie, who was told, that if he refused, the situa- 
tion he would be brought to a court martial ; that the regi- 
ment would be disbanded, and the otUcers placed upon 
half-pay. Vide the Memorandum, No. 5, written by 
Lieutenant Spankie in the presence of Colonel Innes, by 
whom (hey were dictated. He was also desired to recol- 
lect the situation of Captain Yard, a married man with a 
large family, and to reflect upon the misfortunes he would 
bring down upon his brother officers ; but if he would ac- 
cept the appointment, there were favours for the regiment 
in contemplation of Government. Thus the fate of a regi- 
ment, and the favours or frpwnsof a Government, depended 
upon the will of an individual ; and officers of all ranks 
were to be punished, if his conduct (over which they had 
no control) proved unsatisfactory 1 — Videletter, No. 6, from 
Colonel Innes to Lieutenant Spaiikie.-^-On the receipt of the 
general order appointing him quarter-master, Lieutenant 
Spankie did, however, send a letter to the Honourable the 
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Governor in Council ; and upon Colonel tnnes*s refusal to 
forvrardjt through the regular channel, he forwarded it 
direct, in which he requested to relinquish the situation. — 
Vide letter, No^ 7.— To this letter no answer was ever re. 
turned. At the same time that Colonel Innes forwarded the 
application of Lieutenant D. Forbes for a court martial^ 
he transmitted an official statement of what had occurred 
at the regimental mess, in his presence, on the evening of 
the 7th ult. When Lieutenant Maitland was acquainted 
with this circumstance, he applied to him for a copy of 
such parts as concerned himself. — ^Vide letter, No. 8. — 
Colonel Innes refused to comply with this request, stating 
that Government would be guided by his report of that 
day, and decide accordingly. He also mentioned, that, 
as far as he knew, private information would not have been 
acted upon, had the expected apology been made; and he 
imputed to Lieutenant Maitland an observation which he 
said was made at the mess that evening regarding the Hy* 
dcrabad subsidiary force. — Vide letter, No. 9. — Lieute- 
nant Maitland informed him, in reply, that, until the re- 
ceipt of his note of this day, he did not know for what 
words or actions of his an apology had been required, and 
most solemnly denied having made any observations re- 
garding the Hyderabad subsidiary force on the night 
alluded to, or at any other time, in Colonel Iimes’s pre- 
sence. — Vide letler, No. 10. — The letter, No. IJ, was 
signed by every oiiicer present with the regiment, except- 
ing one, to whom it was not sent. On the receipt of it. 
Colonel Innes wrote an official note to the adjutant, in 
which he promised to forward the above letter, and re- 
questing the officers of the regiment, who were present at 
the mess on the 7th ult., to draw up a statement of the cir-* 
cumstances which induced him to quit the mess-room on 
the evening ofthat day.— Vide letter, No. 12. — The l<*t(er. 
No, 13, is a copy of their answer. On the Sd of June ar- 
rived an order, directing Lieutenant D. Forbes to proceed 
forthwith to the Presidency, and there to embark for Penang 
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for the purpose of taking charge of a few incn of <he regi* 
men! stationed at that island. Lieutenant Maitland was 
at the same time ordered to hold himself in readiness with 
thirty men of the regiment to go on board the Sainarang 
sloop of war, as marines. In consequence of this onler, a 
deputation from the oflicers of (he Madras European regi- 
ment waited upon Colonel Inncs, and earnestly requested 
him to select two other oflicers for the above duties. They 
strongly pressed upon him the impropriety of selecting (wo 
oflicers whose conduct had been branded in orders. If 
those gentlemen had been guilty of conduct contrary to 
every principle of military subordination, they were unfit 
to be sent on command with llmt stigma hanging over 
them ; and if innocent, as the oflicers of the regiment 
asscrlcil them to be, they ought not to be ordered from 
the coast until an invcsiigatioti should take place, and 
the charge as publicly retracted as it had been pre- 
ferred* It is here necessary to observe, that during 
the conference between Colonel limes and the deputa-. 
(ion, he read to them an extract from a letter received 
from the Commandcr-iii-Chief, threatening the regiment’s 
being disbanded. Respecting Lieutenants Forbes and 
Maitland, he said he could not select two others, as 
those officers had been nominated by the Coinmandcr- 
in-Chief. acknowledged that he might have been 
mistaken as to Lieutenant Maitland’s person, and that 
he now saw the matter in a diflercnt light to what ho 
did at first. He also said, that the letter. No. 1, should 
be expunged from the orderly books ; and that if Lieu- 
tenants Forbes and Maitland would offer some slight 
apology, he would endeavour to get the latter rein- 
stated in his appointment. The apology was positively 
refused. 

Upon a candid consideration of the preceding clr- 
'^cumstances, it will not excite surprise when we state, 
that alarm and indignation were excited in the minds 
of the officers. The false aspersions cast upon their 
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characters mio’Iit have tended to have lowered them iii 
the opinion of (he men, ignorant as they must have been 
of the circumstances which occasioned if. The two offi- 
cers were naturally supposed to have been selected for 
some punishment, as (.'olonel limes had publicly declared 
that such was the intention by their being appointed to 
those commands. At any rate, their feelings had been 
wounded by the severe reflections against tfaem^ con- ^ 
tained in tlic letter of (ho Coinmander-iiirChief, which 
was published to the regiment. A court martial had been 
positively refused to (he applicationofoiic of those injured 
officers, which was the only means he knew to clear up liis 
character before the world. 

All the circiimslanccs above stated took place pre- 
vious to (he JOIh of June. We afterwards found (hat two 
more delachnien(s were ordered from the Madras Euro- 
pean regiiuen(, to act as inarines. W e found that the 
officers of various stal ions concurred in opinion with iho 
offic(‘rs of this garrison regarding (lie illegality of the order 
respecting Lieutenants jM)rbes and Maitland, and the un- 
just treatnieiil experienct'd by the Madras European regi- 
ment in g(»iieral ; and we heard from iliflerent quarters, 
that it really was iuleiidod to disband the regiment, which 
circunislaiices rendered extremely probable. On the arri- 
val, therefore, of the Piedmontese and Samarang ships of 
war, a deputation froju the officers of the garrison waited 
upon Colonel Innes, and requested him to suspend the 
execution of the orders regarding the tliree detachments 
of marines, until we had made a representation on the sub- 
ject to the Commandcr-in-(/hief, for the decision of the 
Honourable the Governor in Council. With this request 
lie positively refused to comply, and threatened to enforce 
obedience to his orders by an appeal to the men. Next 
day he seemed determined to abide by the resolution he 
had expressed to the deputation, but appeared to be sensi- 
ble that the officers ordered to act as marines would not be 
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allowed to embark, and that the men respected tlieir offi- 
cers too much to go without them. 

He therefore stated, his determination to carry his 
orders into execution, with the assistance of the detach* 
ments of H. M. 69th regiment, the artillery, and a body of 
men which he said would be landed from H. M. ships then 
in the roads, as more particularly mentioned in the reasons 
signed by the deputation, and forwarded to head-quarters 
by Major Storey, with his official account of what occurred 
here on the 26tb J une."’ 
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TO THE 

STATEMENT OF LIEUT-COLONEL INNES. 


Copy of regimental Orders published by Lieutenant- 
Colonel Innjes hi the Orderly Book of the Madras 
European Regiment. 


R. 0. BY LIEUTENANT.COLONEL INNES. 


Masulipatani^ 22d 3Iay, 1809. 

Lieutenant David Forbes, of (be Madras European 
tcgiinenl, is appointed to command at CondapUly, and di- 
rected to proceed to that station in the course of twenty-four 
hours after the publication of this order. The officer now 
in command of that garrison is directed to join his corps 
on being relieved by Lieutenant Forbes, wlio will not be 
permitted to be absent from Condapilly unless it becomes 
necessary for bis health. 

The following letter is published for (he information of 
the officers of the Madras European regiment, in con- 
formity with which Lieutenant Maitland is removed from 
the appointment of quarter-master, and Lieutenant Fen- 
wick is appointed to act as quarter-master, and to take 
charge of the office immediately, till further orders* 
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To the Officer Commanding^ or Senior Officer in 
charge of the Madras European Regiment. 


SlB, 

It having come to the knowledge of the 
officer commanding the army, that conduct highly in- 
decorous, and contrary to every principle of military 
subordination, was observed at tlie mess of the Madras 
European regiment on the 7th instant, and tliat Lieutenant 
David Forbes and Lieutenant and Quarter-Master Mait- 
land were the autliors and supporters of it, I am directed 
to desire that you will express to tlic officers of the M. E. 
regiment the officer commanding the army’s highest dis- 
approbation of sucli conduct ; «lnd inform them, that a 
repetition of such irregularity will involve the whole corps 
in the severest penalty to which such insubordinate pro- 
ceedings are liable ; but which, however, from the benefit 
of your example, the officer commanding the army is yet 
disposed to think it will be unnecessary to resort to. Not- 
withstanding this hope, the officer commanding the army 
feels himself called upon to mark, by a suitable example, 
the authors of the exceptionable conduct that has come to 
his notice ; and, with that view, has taken upon himself to 
anticipate the sanction of the Honourable the Governor in 
Council for the removal of Lieutenant Maitland from the 
situatiolh of quarter-master of the Madras European regi- 
ment. For this purpose, I am directed by the officer 
commanding the army to desire that you will remove 
Lieutenant Maitland from the charge of the appointineiit 
of quarter-master of the regiment, arid that you will your- 
self appoint to succeed him the subaltern officer whose 
ctmduct you most approve, and forward liis name to this 
office, that the officer commanding the army may recom- 
mend to Government to confirm your selection. Lieute- 
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nanf David Forbes you will be pleased <o appoint to com- 
niand at (’onclapilly, and direct him to proceed in twenty- 
four hours after the publication of your orders, directing: 
the ofliccr now there to return to join his corps. And it 
is the oiHccr command iniy the army’s fiirtiicr orders, that 
Liout(*nai]t Forbes may not be permitted to be absent tiom 
Coiidapilly, unless it become necessary for his health. 

(Signed) J. ri. S. CONWAY, 

Adjntant-trencnirs Office, Aetjutant^Gencra]. 

17 th May, 1809 . 


No. IT. 

Copy of a Letter addressed to Lieutenant Nixon, 
Adjutant of the Madras European Regiment* 


Dear Sir, 

f paKViotT<?T,Y it^linmfed to you, and 
some of (he other oHicers of (lie corps, that I w'oiild not 
report what passed on the 7tli instant at the mess offirmift/. 
'riiiit I mentioned the circumstances prrcatcfj/^ F aekno\\- 
ledge, knowing (hat if 1 omitted to do so, other accounts 
would soon reach \Tadras. I have now stated the circum- 
stances ofiicially to lioad-quarlcrs. 

Yours truly", 

(Signed) J. INNES, M. E. TFegt. 

■MaMilipatam, 

JlUi iMay, 1009. 
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Copy of an Applkatim from Lieiitemnt D. Forbes 
for a Court MartiaL 


TO LIEUTFNANT-COLONEL INNES, 

COMMANDING THE MADRAS EtJllOrEAN REGIMENT. 

Sir, 

As the information which the officer com- 
manding the iTrmy in chief has received of my conduct at 
the regimental mess on the evening of the 7th instant 'must 
have been extremely incorrect; in vindication of iny 
character, 1 have requested, in the accompanying letter, 
a public investigation, and beg you will forward it to the 
Adjutant-General of the army. 

(Signed) D. FORBES, 

Masiilipatam, Lienlenuiit oftiic Madras 

32d May, 1809. European Regiment. 


TO THE ADJUTANT-GENERAL OF THE ARMY. 

Sir, 

Having been accused, in the copy of a 
letter from you, published in regimental orders of the 
22d instant, of being one of the authors and supporters 
** of conduct highly indecorous, and contrary to every 
“ principle of military subordination,” I beg leave to 
request, that I may be allowed the privilege of being 
allowed attempting to prove my innocence of that most 
serious charge before a general court martial ; and I have 
to request that you will lay this my desire before the officer 
commanding the army in chief, 

(Signed) D. FORBES, 

Masulipatam, Lif ut«*nant of the Madras 

22d May, 1809. European Regiment. 
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Letter from Lieutenant-Colonel Innes to the 
Adjutant-General of the Army. 


Fort St. George. 

Sill, 

I HAVE the honour herewith to transmit to 
you an official note, received last night, from Lieutenants 
D. Forbes of the Madras European regiment, with one to 
your address ; both of which I request may be submitted 
to the Commander-iii-Cliief, 

Jf Lieulenaid Forbes’s application is complied with, 
every young officer under niy command will soon be 
making similar applications to head -quarters*. 

The gross and public tlisrespect shown by Lieutenants 
D. F orbes and Maitlaiul, of the Madras European regiment, 
at the regimental mess of that corps, on the night of the 
7(h instant, so derogatory to the dignity of the Honourable 
the fiovernor in Council and Cornmaiider-in-Chief, from 
the observations made by these officers on the (Government 
orders and those ofthe(>omnmiider-in-Chief, then received, 
dated 1st May ; as also on the steady cojiduct of the native 
troops at Hyderabad, which was instantly noticed by me, 
callirig upon Lieutenant D. Forbes to chiiiige the toast he 
proposed from the f?'icnc/s of the army to that of the Madras 
army^ which was pointedly rejected, and the former one 
repeated, with three times three, obliging me to quit the 
mess-room ; and for which improper conduct Lieutenants 
Forbes and Maitland subsequently declined ti> make an 
apology. 1 therefore feci it now my duty to report the 
circumstance officially, for the information of the Ho- 
nourable the Governor in Council, and Commaiider-in- 
Chief. 

(Signed) JAMES INNES, 

Masutipatam, Lieut. ’Colonel commanding at 

24th May, 1809, Ma:iulipat'dui. 
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Letter from the Adjutant-General to the Officer 
eommanding the Northern Division of the Army. 


Sm, 

The officer commandin*^ the army requests 
you will nominate Lieutenant Maitland^ of the Madras 
fluropcau regiment, to the command of the detachment of 
that corps ordered to serve as marines on board his Ma^ 
jesty’s ship the Fox ; and that you will direct Lieutenant 
1). Forl)es, of the Madras European regiment, to proceed 
forthwith to the Presidency, for the purpose of end)arlving 
for Prince of Wales Island, to take charge of the corps 
doing duty there. 

(Signed) J. ir. CONWAY, 

Adjiitant-Gononirs Oftiro, Adjutunt-Ocucrul. 

May, 1U()9» 


IV. 

Copy of the Reply to the Application of Lieutenant 

D. Foubks. 


TO LIEUTENANT D. FORBES, 

MADRAS £(JROl>EAN REGIMENT. 

Sir, 

1 HAVE (lie honour to annex, for your in- 
formation, extract of a letter received from the officer com- 
manding the army in chief. 

(Signed) J. INNES, 

Masulipatam, Lioiit.-roloncI in Charge of the 

.jth June, 1801 ), Nortlirrn Division of the 

Army. 
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Extract, dated Adjutant-GeneraTs Office^ 
31^/ May^ I 8 O 9 . 


In reply to Lieutenant Colonel Iiines’s letter of 
the 24tli instant, 1 have the honour to inform you, that 
Lieutenant 1). Forbes’s letter, applying to be tried by a 
general court inariial, has been submitted to the officer 
commanding the army, who deems that officer’s request 
inadmissible.” 

(A true extract.) 

(Signed) INNES, 

Lif'iif. -Colonel in Charge of the 
Northern Djvibioii of tlje 
Ann}. 


No. V. 


^^cmorandum ro'iitcn in the Presence of Colonel 
IxNESj and dictated by him. 


Ifit. Provided 1 (Lieutenant Spankie) do not accept 
of the silnalion of quarter-master to the Madras fiiiropean 
rogiiruMil, I must be brought to a court martial for dis- 
obedience of orders. 

‘‘ 2dly. If I (Lieutenant S.) still persist in refusing 
the situation, the regiment will be reduced, and every 
oHiccr not on the general staff placed on half-pay. 

3dly. In the event of my accepting this situation, 
other plans of a much more pleasanl nature have been in 
contemplation for tlic regiment, which the officers seem 
determined to put a stop to.*' 
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No. VI. 

Copy of a Letter from Lieutenant-Colonel InJjes 
to Lieutenant Spankie. 


Mr DEAR Sir, 

I BELIEVE I forgot to remark, that your 
situation and Lieutenant Fennick’s are very different now. 
Under existing circumstances it was equiilly proper for him 
to decline accepting of the quartermastership, as it is 
absolutely proper and necessary that you should accede to 
the General’s wishes, to serve a whole regiment. Think 
of this. 

Yours truly, 

(Signed) J. INNES. 


No. VII. 

Copy of a Letter fr<m Lieutenant Spankie to the 
Honourable Sir G. Baklow, Bart. K. B. Go- 
vernor in Council, Fort St. George. 


Honourable Sir, 

I HAVE the honour to request you to 
accept my resignation of the situation of quarter-master of 
the Madias European regiment. 1 have signed an official 
paper, in which 1 have declared, that I conceive Lieute- 
nant Maitland has been removed from his appointment in 
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consequence of an erroneous report of his conduct having 
come to the knowledge of the Commander-in-Chief, and 
this is still my decided opinion. On this account, and to 
prevent ray being removed on private information, without 
having an opportunity of getting my conduct publicly in- 
vestigated, I hope you will do me the favour to comply 
with my most earnest request to be permitted to relinquish 
a situation which 1 caimorhold, and at the same^time 
retain the good opinion of my brother officers. 

(Signed) J. S. SPANKIE, 

Lieutenant of the Madras 
European Regiment. 


Wo. vni. 

Copy of a Letter from Lieutenant Maitland to 
Lieutenant-Colonel Innes. 


Sir, 

I HAVE this moment understood that you 
have found it necessary to report ray conduct to the Com- 
mander-iu*Chief. As 1 am not coiisciuns of any miscon- 
duct, it is probable I may have something to allege in my 
defence ; I therefore bt'g leave to request a copy of your 
Te|)ort, or at least to be made acquainted with its pur- 
port. 

(Signed) G. G. MAITLAND, 

Masnlipatam, Lieutenant of the Madras European 

S4th May, 1809. Regiment. 
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No. IX. 

Copy of a Letter from Lieutenant-Colonel Innes to 
Lieutenant Maitland. 


iSm, 

Under existing circumstances, 1 deem yonr 
application inadmissible. Government be guided by 
iny report of this day, and will decide accordingly. So 
far as relates to yourself, you may «'ipply to the Adjutant- 
General of the army for a copy. J am left to regret that 
you arid Lieutenant Forbes did not make the required 
apology for your conduct on thp 7th instant. Had you 
done so, as 1 requested, private information would not 
have bc'Cn acted upon, as far as 1 know. Matters must 
now take their course. I will still forward any cxplana* 
tions you may state to me with respect to tlie ohaervathms 
you made at the mess on (he 7th instant, so publicly^ with 
respect to the Nizams detachment, and officers who are 
not friends of the army. 

(Signed) J. INNES, Lieut. -Col. 


No. X. 

Copy of a Letter from Lieutenant Maitland to 
Lieutenant-Colonel Innes. 


SlRj 

Jam sorry that circumstances exist to sub> 
ject me to be condemned unheard for a time. I hope 
Govenunent will not decide upon your report until I 
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have an opportunity of defending myself; which, accord- 
ing to your letter, 1 must look for from the Adjutant-Ge- 
neral of the army. Until I received your letter this day, 
I never knew fur what words or actions of mine an apology 
was required ; or I most solemnly deny ever having given 
any opinion, in any way, regarding the Nizam’s detach- 
ment and its oilicers, that night, or at any other time, in 
your presence . 

(Signed) G. G. MAITLAND, 

Slasnlipatam, Lieutenant of the Madras Enropean 

S4thMay, 1809. Regiment, 


No. XI. 

Copt/ of a Letter from the Officers of the Madras 
European Refment to the Adjutant-General of 
the Army. 

Sir, 

It was witli the most extreme concern that 
in our regimental orders of (he S2d inslunt we found a copy 
of a letter from you, by which we were informed, tliat it 
had com<? to the knowledge of the officer commanding the 
army, that conduct highly indecorous, and contrary to 
every principle of niilKary subordination, had been ob- 
served at liu; mess of the Madras European regiment on 
the 7th instant. W e beg leave to assure you, for the in- 
formation of Major-General Ciowdle, that it appears to us 
that the account he ha.*» received of (he conduct of those 
officers, who were pri*sent at the mess on that evening, 
must have been erroneous. 

VV'e cannot lielp lamejiling that such a stigma on the 
character of so inr.uerous a body of edficers as we form, 
hould have been thus publicly thrown out, before we had 
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been furnished with a copy of the report that has been 
made against us. 

Wc have seen, with the deepest regret, two of our bro- 
ther officers punished, withoM being specifically informed 
what part of their conduct at the regimental mess induced 
the officer commanding the army to suppose them to have 
been guilty of the serious crime with which tlu^y are 
charged ; and wc naturally feel ronsfderable apprehension 
lest ‘‘ the whole corps should,” in a similar manner, ‘‘ be 
involved in the severest penalty to whicli insubordinate 
proceedings arc liable.” Wc trust, then forc, that you 
will state to Major-Cicneral (iowdie our confident hope 
that he will have the goodness to direct us to be furnished 
with a copy of the information which he has received re- 
garding the conduct observed at the mess on tlic night of 
(he Till instant. When we receive this, wc hnvi^ no doubt 
of being able to convince tlic olfitxn* commanding the 
army in chief, that the conduct of those who were present 
on (hat occasion did by no means luipril the s()vevc censure 
with which it has been maiked. 

Signed ])y all tin* Oliicers present 
with the regiment, except one, 
to wlioiii it was not prt‘S!'iited. 

Masulipatam, 
i’Tth May, I 80 y, 


Letter J'rom TJeutenant • Colonel Jxnes to the 
Adjutant- a encral of the army. 

Sir, 

T HAVE the honoui to forward to you an 
address from the officers of my corps, which they wish to 
be submitted to the Commander>in-Chicf. 
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To elucidate the subject, I now transmit a copy of my 
note written to the ofiicers of my corps the moment I got 
their letter yesterday ; and when I receive the document 
called for, it shall be handed to you directly, with every 
coiiiineiit 1 deem requisite to make on it. They go here- 
with. 

(Signed) JAMES INNES, 

Licut.-Col. M. E. regiment^ in 
cliarge N. D. of the army. 

Maxnlipatain, 

20th May, 180?. 


Copy of a Letter froyi the Adjutcmt-Gcneral to 
the Officer commanding the Northern Division of 
thewlrmy. 

Sill, 

I HAVE had the honour to submit 3 'our letter 
of the 2 Sth ult. with its enclosures, to the officer corn- 
iiiaiiding the army, by whom 1 am directed to acquaint 
you, that he regrets you should have entered into any 
correspondence with the oificers of the M. J3. regiment 
on the feiilijeet, or deemed it necessary to forward their 
letter to head-quarters, as Ids decision was not adopted 
without due consul er.i lion, and is tirial. 

If Licutiuiant Forbes’s presence is required by the 
Court of Inquiry now sitting at Masulipatum, you will be 
pleased to order him to attend. 


(Signed) 

Adjutant-Goneral's Office, 
8tli June, 18u9. 

• (True Copies.) 


J. H. CONWAY, 

Adj utant-General. 
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No. XII. 

Copy of a Letter from Lieutenant-Colonel Innes to 
Lieutenant and Adjutajit NixoH. 


SlR| 

I HAVE the honour to acknowlcilge the re- 
ceipt of an address from the oflicers of tlie Madras iMiro- 
pean regiment to the Adjufaii<-(iciieral of lliearniy, \vhirh 
shall be forwarded to be submitted io tlie oilicor command- 
ing the army in chief. I have therefore to direct, tJiat a 
statefnent of the circumstances which passed on the 7tli 
instant in the mess-room of the Madras European regi- 
ment, may be made out by the gUtlenKMi of the corps 
now present, who dined at the mess-room on that day, 
which obliged me to quit the mess-room of the corps. No 
apology was ever subsequently made to me, although 
required and expected, by Lieutenants 1). Forbes and 
Maitland, (as it was their duty to do,) for the pointed dis- 
respect shown by them to the dignity of llic Honourable 
tbc Governor in Council, and Commander- in-Chief, in my 
presence, their immediate connnanding ollicer. 


(Signed) J. INNES, 

Jiieut.-Col. M. £. regiment, in 
rliargc N. D. of the army. 


filasnlipatani, 
£7th May, 18al^ 
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No. XIIL 

Copy of the Reply of the Officers of the Madras 
European Regiment io the above Letter,, 


TO LIEUTENANT-COLONEL INNES, 

COMMANDING THE MADRAS EUROPEAN REGIMENT. 

Sir, 

Agreeably to your orders, communicated 
to us by ^Lieutenant and Adjutant Nixon, wc have the 
honour to stale, that we were present at the regimental 
mess on the evcning*Df the 7lh instant, and that it was with 
considerable astonishment wc observed you leave the mess 
so abru[)tly. We are unable to say what was the occa- 
sion of your doing so. The friends of the army” was 
proposed as a toast, and we conceived it to be one that 
would not have b(‘en olyected to; but as you wished to 
aller it, and rose from table when it was about to be drank, 
we conjectured it had given you offence, and that it was 
on this account you hift the mess. So far from observing 
any pointed disrespect, wc did not notice any disrespect 
wliatever, shown by Lieutenant D. Forbes or Lieutenant 
JMaitland to the dignity of the Governor in Council, and 
Commander-in-Chief, in your presence ; and until we see 
the account you have forwarded on the subject to head- 
quarters, y(e shall be at a loss to suppose wliat part of their 
conduct on the night alluded to appeared to you to^be 
exceptionable. 

Signed by all the Officers present 
with the mess on the 7th instant. 
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Substance of the Deposition of Lieutenant Nixon, 
Adjutant. 


LiEUTE>fANT and Adjutant Nixon informs Lieutenant- 
Colonel Malcolm, that the best opinion he can form, from 
his communication Avith confidential men, is, that the non- 
commissioned, rank and file, of the Madras l airopean re- 
giment, were alarmed in consequence ol ihc measures 
adopted towards tJieir oflicers, Lient(‘nan(s 1). Forbes and 
Maitland, and the threat held out in the Ad jntant-Ciene- 
ral’s letter, (published in the regimental orderly book, > lest 
the most severe penally might be inflicted on tin' real. -eni ; 
conjecturing that they must either be disbanded, trans- 
ported, or other Avays disposed of, by Avay of punish riient, 
on a repetition of similar conduct of their officers. To use 
their own expression, if was a general saying, that they 
might as Avell order out one of us to lie flogg(‘d or 
hanged up:'* and certainly, in my opinion, from that 
periwl great discontent prevailed amongst the men. This 
discontent considerably iiicn^ased from the order respect- 
ing the marines nominating Lieutenant Maitland in parti- 
cular, and directing Jjentenant D. Forbes to proceed to 
Penang ; and afterwards by Iavo other detachments being 
ordered on marine service, to which they said, that they 
did not enlist to come to India as marines. They were 
also led to believe, from the ship’s boat that landed here, 
that no marines were requited tor the ships in the roads, 
but that they wanted seamen only, and consequently sup- 
posed they were to be turned over to the navy. These 
points were most ileeply impressed upon their minds by a 
commimiGation which was believed to have come from the 
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high authority of the Commander-in-Chief, that the regj- 
meiit was to be disbanded, and the officers put on half pay, 
in case LieiibMiaut Spankie should not accept of the station 
of quarter-master. 

Liea(<Miant jNixon further states, that considerable dis* 
content exists in consequence of the great number of men 
in the r{*gimerit who enlisted for general service, time 
unlimited,” prior to Mr. Windham’s act; and that they 
ronsi(l(‘r it a hardship that they should not be admitted to 
tl»e full benefit of the act. in point of limited service. 

Another cause of discontent is, that the regiment has not 
its tour of duly in the field, and change of station, with liU 
Majesty’s corps. 

M a»>u lipatani, 

'Jlst July, lbU9. 


No. XIV. 

Tx i WAQ'i from a Li tter dated 28 //t May^ 180 y. 


TO LIEUTENANT NIXON, 

ADJUTANT MADRAS fiUUOPKAN REGIMENT. 

Sir, 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the 
receipt of your note of this day’s date, with the statement 
I thought proper to order to be made out in my note of last 
night to you, for the information of the officer command- 
ing the army in chief. I shall now merely confine myself 
to remarking to the officers whose names appear to the 
letter now received, that had they not made observations 
on the late general orders of the Honourable the Governor 
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in Council and Commander«in-Chief, and remarks on the 
steady conduct of the officers of the subsidiary force at 
Hyderabad, as also on officers in the army'* who are not 
the friends of the army^ I should not have quitted the 
tabic at mess-room merely bepause the friends of the 
army” was proposed as a ioast^ which I requested might 
be changed to the Madras army; and when not acceded 
to, I felt myself called upon to quit the mess-room. 
Very fortunately there were many strangers present at 
dinner, as well as myself, whose recollection of what 
passed on that day may be able to elucidate this subject, 
should the Honourable the Governor in Council and Com- 
mander-in-Chief deem it requisite to call upon them for 
this purpose. 

(Signed) JAMES INNES, 

Licut.'CoK M. £. Regiment, in 
charge N. D. of the Army. 


Extract from Division Orders^ by Lieutenant- 
Colonel Innes, dated \st Jiinc^ I 8 O 9 . 

** A DETAIL, consisting of a subaltern, 2 sergeants, 2 cor- 
porals, and 30 privates, belonging to the Madras Jluro- 
pcan regiment, to be held in readiness to embark at a short 
notice on board the Fox frigate, to serve as marines. The 
officer commanding the Madras European regiment will 
give the requisite orders for the equipment of the above 
detail, which Lieutenant Maitland is appointed to com- 
mand. 

Lieutenant D, Forbes of the Madras European regi- 
ment is relieved from the command of Condapillce, and* 
directed to proceed forthwith to the Presidency, for the 
purpose of embarking for Prince of Wales’s Island, to take 
charge of the detaU of the corps doing duty there. 
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Ensign Dickson, 1st battalion 19th regiment native 
infantry, is retippoinfed to command at Condapillee, and 
directed to proceed to that station with the least delay, to 
relieve Lieutenant D. Forbes of the Madras European 
regiment. The detail above named is to be struck off 
garrison duty. 

(Signed) “ JAMES INNES, 

** Licuteniiiit'Colonel, in charge 
of the N. D. of the Anny.** 


Extuact from R(gimental Orders. 


Matlras European Regiment, 2(1 June, 1809. 

A roll of the detail ordered on board the Fox frigate, 
to serve as marines, to be sent to the paymas<er, to enable 
liiiii to furnish them with a pay cerliticale. The roll 
alluded to, when ready, is to be inserted in the regimental 
orderly book. Every thing requisite from the regimental 
stores to equip the detail, is to be indented for directly, 
that the whole may be prepared to embark at an hour’s 
notice. Pay is ordered to be issued to the detail alluded 
to above. 

‘‘ The commanding officer has approved of the arrange- 
ment made for the detail directed to <*mbark; but as Lieu- 
tenant Maitland has expressed a wish to the adjutant to 
make some (exchanges of the non-commissioned officers, 
accedes to the wishes of Lieutenant Maitland, provided 
the oflicers commanding the companies to whom they be- 
long consent to the exchange ; otherwise those already 
ordered will go.” 
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Extract from General Orders^ 2d June. 

Pay in advance for June, and arrears for May, to be 
issued to the troops under orders of embarkation in the 
course of tliis day, to enable them to prepare for their 
passage to the Presidency in llic Fox frigate.” 


Extract from Regimental Orders^ Madras Euro- 
pcan Regiment j dated "3d June ^ I8O9. 

The adjiit.ijit will furid.'^h lieutenant Maitland with 
a Hill of his (Ictarhrnrnt ; and olhcers roinnuiiuling com- 
panies arc directed to send to that ofTicer the pay ad- 
vanced (as in yesterday’s orders) for the d(‘tachmcnt 
ordered as murines.” 


Extract from Division Orders^ by Lieutenant^ 
Colonel iNxr.y, 

LiruTENANT Dixon of the 1st battalion I9tli regi- 
ment native infantry, having joined liis corps this morning 
witli the detachment from C'ondapillee, is directed to 
resume the command of that station to morrow, to relieve 
Ji’euknant I). Forbes, in conformity with tJie Division 
Orders of (he 1st instant, and will be provided with a pass- 
port by the acting fort-adjutaiit. 

(Signed) « JAMES INNES, 

Lieutenant'CoIoncl, in charge 
“ of the N. D. of the Army.” 

Masulipatain, 

** 5tb JoDc, 
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ExTRACTy>(?7W Regimental Orders^ Madras Euro- 
pean Regiment y June 6tk, 1 8 O 9 . 

Tin: commanding officer liavin/^ taken upon himself 
to <rrant family certificates to the detail ordered on board 
his Majestv s ship Fox, Licutmiaut Maitland is requested 
to refer to the last order issued upon this Mil)jocf, which if. 
will be requisit<* to attend minutely, to prevent retrench- 
ments hereafter.” 


Extract from Division Orders^ fn/ Tdentcnant- 
Co/oncl IwK.s, 7//1 JioiCy 18tW. 

Tin: detail oulered from the Afadras fMirope-m regi- 
men! IS now »ediieed to I bub'dtern, j ,* ''ireant, | i’(rj)oi;d, 
1 drum, and privates, — in all 'X), — to be held in readi- 
ness to embark at a moimmt’s notice on board the Sama- 
ran^ sloop of war, hourly expected. 

(.Signed) J. IN\J:S, 

I.if'utrnrUit-ColoiH'I, in Hmrgc 
“ of llu' N, D. of the Ami}.” 


Extract from Garrison Orders, 13/A June, ISOp, 

Lieutenant U. Forbes of the Madras European 
regiment being* summoned as an evidence, by an En.sign 
Baker, to attend the Court of Inquiry ordered to assemble 
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for the purpose of investigating the conduct of Ensign 
Baker, Lieutenant D. Forbes is consequently directed to 
remain here till furtlicr orders.” 


Extract frotn Garrison Orders^ Q^OtliJunc^ I8O9. 

The detail from tlic Madras European regiment, 
ordered to be hold in readiness to serve as marines on 
board the Sainarang sloop of war, are flirected to join llieir 
respective coni panics, and to do garrison duly till further 
orders; but to be considered as under Division Orders to 
embark on a short notice.” 


Extract from Division Orders bif Lieutenant- 

Colonel Jauls Ixnes, dated 23d June, I 8 O 9 . 

Tw'o detachments from the Madras European regi- 
ment to be held in readiness to embark, at a short notice, 
on bfiard of such of his Majesty s ships as may be prepared 
to receive them, to serve as marines^ and to consist of the 
following strength ; viz. 

“ One detachment, to be composed of 1 lieutenant, 2 
sergeants, 3 corporals, and 35 privates ; making a total 
of41. 

“ The other, of 1 lieutenant, 1 sergeant, Q corporals, 
and 27 privates — 31 total. Such men as wish to have 
family certificates are to be provided with them by the 
officers under whose command they may be placed imme- 
diately. 
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No time belnj' fixed for the embarkation of the alK>ve 
details, they are to be considered on the strength of the 
garrison, (as also Lieutenant Maitland’s party,) till further 
orders. 

(Signed) » JAMES INNES, 

Lirutonant-Colone], in chararr 
“ of Uie N. 1). of th«| Army.’' 


Extract from Begimental Ordcr6'y 
June 24///, 18(19. 

Lieutexants riA\i^LRss ami CARBEiiy to indent for 
ammunition and every thing re<jiiisitc to coniplele their 
respective defachments directly. 

Should Lieulenant-Colonel fnnes receive any addi- 
tional information from the sliips, he will ^Yrite to Lieute- 
nant Nixou instantly/' 


Substance f a Declaration made by 

Major Storey. 

Major Storey declared to. Lieutenant-Colonel Mal- 
colm, that he was fully satisfied, that if Lieutenant-Colonel 
Innes had persisted in the plan he adopted for the coercion 
of the garrison, there must have been immediate blood- 
shed; and he (Major Storey) was assured, from what he 
knew ox' the general temper of the officers of the Company’s 
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army at the moment, that such an occurrence, whatever 
was its issue, would have produced an insurrectioiH^ainst 
the authority of Government in many other quarters. 
Tfi is belief, Major Storey declares, was the chief motive 
that made him take the step he did. 


V I N 1 S. 


J. :klOYB9, PaiNTKR, 
GievUlc Sficet, Hatton Garden, London* 
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OBSERVATIONS, &c. 


XlIE frequent publications on the subject of the 
late disturbances at the Presidency of Madras, 
having nearly exhausted the public attention, there 
was reason to hope, that events which must ever be 
the source of the most painful remembrance, would 
have been now permitted quietly to descend the 
stream of oblivion. This is manifestly the most 
salutary course that can be pursued, for the pur- 
pose of allowing those heated passions, from which 
arose such manifold evils, gradually to resume a 
state of settled tranquillity. We deviate from a 
course of this nature with reluctance : but the 
authority attached to a publication which has been 
recently given to the world under the name of 
Licut.-Col. Malcolm, induces us to state some ob- 
servations on a work which, however uninten- 
tionally on the part of that Officer, we think cal- 
culated to mislead the public judgment. It is to 


be laiiK'iitod, that an Officer so highly respectable 
as Colonel Malcolm, should have directed so 
largo a share of his attention to such crude state- 
ments as are contatned'lB numerous anonymous 
pami)hlets, while the’ powerful evidence exhibited 
in the papers laid before Parliament, has been 
almost wholly overlooked. Those papers have 
been ])roduced on the motion of an Honorable 
Member (Mr. Creevy), professedly as the means 
of establisliing grounds for tlie crimination of .Sir 
George' Barlow. That Hdhorable Member lias 
not hitherto ventured to persevere in his motion, 
and we may fairly }>re8ume that the papers now 
beflire the House of Commons, exhibit a very 
diflerent view of facts from what ho had antici- 
pated.- Whatever may be the feelings of the Ho- 
nourablc Member, he could not have served the 
cause of Sir G- Barlow more essentially than by 
the pi'oduction of the papers he moved for, as they 
furnish a series of proof stronger than has perhaps 
ever appeared in any public tpiestion, and establish 
beyond contradiction, the wisdom, ability, and 
firmness with which Sir G. Barlow administered 
the important affairs committed to his cliarge, 
during ni(.>re arduo.i|[s times than any Governor of 
our eastern possessions ever before experienced. 

Respecting, as >vc do, the character of C.'olonel 
Malcolm, we" think it unlikely, if lie had perused 
the Parliamentary Papers with attention, that he 
w'ould have advanced those opinions which aji- 
pear in his recent publication. The sentiments 



which be has expressed are certainly calculated to 
fall in with the current of feelings and passions 
prevailing in a pretty wide circle j but we are 
willing to believe thej^^^ii)^ of Colonel Malcolm 
to be superior to any popularity tliat can be ob* 
tained at the expence of justice. 

The declared object of Colonel Malcolm’s publi* 
cation is d^ermve ; — “ to vindicate himself, not to 
attack others.” If these limits had been observed, 
we should have followed equally our duty and our 
inclination, in abstaining from all comment; and 
should have rejoiced in Seeing Colonel Malcolm 
preserve undisturbed that reputation to which a 
long course of public service had entitled him. 
But it is enough to refer to the publication to per* 
ceive that a very wide deviation has taken place 
from the proposed path, which seems indeed 
scarcely to extend to the close of the Prefatory 
Remarks. When we find the personal character 
of Sir G. Barlow attacked with great asperity, and 
the Government of Madras, on numerous occa- 
sions, charged, in terms sufficiently direct, with 
the excitement of the Mutiny, a new aspect is 
given to the subject; and whatever may be our 
feelings with regard to the ,^uthor of the publica* 
tion, and whatever our unwillingness to continue 
a discussion which it would be infinitely preferable 
to lay at rest, we arc called on, by the most power- 
ful motives, not to pass in silence, opinions which 
coming from a quarter in itself respectable, and 
conveyed in somewhat an imperative tone of con* 
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fidence,* are calculated to carry with them a de- 
gree of weight, to which we assume not, we think, 
too much in statin'g, that they have not an'intrinsic 
claim. ^ 

Wc shall spare ourselves and our readers the 
task of going, with any minuteness, over ground 
already abundantly traversed. Such minuteness 


* Amon" many other examples of self-eonfideiire, .surely e\- 
acit'erated, we find it assumed by Col. Malcolm, in the veiy 
of tJie work, — That if amf one of the many slifjhtcd 
.sujigestioiis which I offered, had met with atlcnlioii, the most 
serious evils would hart been averted.’' This is .stdted in oppo- 
sition to the sentiments of every authority to whom it has be- 
longed to consider and to decide, on the measures which Col. 
Malcolm has professed to discuss. It is, tt)o, stated, in oj>po- 
silioii to the evidence derived from the comph te success which 
atU'rided a course of proceeding, nearly the reveise of that 
which Col. Malcolm recomiiiended. 

In referring to the I’reface of Col. Malcolm’s pnblieatioii, we 
are. led to think that he can scarcely have been serious in tlie 
observations which he has introducei^, as to the sui)pose<l inac- 
tivity of the press, relative to the affairs of India. We are 
inclined to the belief, (hat no part of the British jmssessiuns 
has afforded a more uiicea.siiig theme of discussion. Surely 
no proof of iujctivity is t^ be found in the discussion of tbo»e 
events to which our attention is now directed; and if we had 
not been told t he •contrary, w;e might have been led to heli( ve 
that the press had never chosen a subject for a more diffusive 
exercise of uncontrolled fieedom ■perha])s, too, we might have 
thought, tliat there never was a case, in itself the plainest pos- 
sible, which the perversion ol that freedom had more tended lo 
perplex. 
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cannot be necessary, as with respect to the origin 
and progress of the Mutiny, Colonel Malcolm has 
stated no ne\v^fact, and the conclusions which he 
has drawn, being; generally unsupported by any 
reference to authoriti^ '^r own minds must de- 
cide the degree of confidence with which they are 
to be received. With every possible deference to 
the sentiments of Col. Malcolm, we may be allow- 
ed to observe that, they arc opposed, in most 
cases, by a succession of opinions coming from 
the highest qua,rters, and' fQunded on evidence 
which there has beerf no attetnpt to controvert. 
Most of the measures reRrrcd to by Col. Malcolm, 
have been discussed* at great length by the Go- 
vernment of Madras, by the Supreme Govern- 
ment of India, by the Court of Directors, and ia 
conjunction with them by His Majesty’s Mini- 
sters j and the conclusions drawn by these autho- 
rities have been, on most points, in immediate op- 
position to the conclusions of Col. Malcolm, 'flu's 
is a preponderance of opinion which any unbiassed 
mind will not find it easy to resist. iStill less easy 
must, be such resistance, when we perceive that 
lliis prej)ondcrance is derived from no cursory, dc- 
tilamatory view of the question, but rests on the 
basis of a more perfect^chain of evidence than 
perhaps ever before supported any matter })rO'. 
])Oscd for j)ublic conskleration. We quote from 
memory, but we think we have read in a distin- 
guished WTitcr (Mr. Burke), frequently quoted in 
the pamphlet before us, that “ Public authority 
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page 4^5. 
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page 7. 


lord Min- 
to’s Letter, 
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“ carries with it great weight j but that Power, 
** armed with Reason, is irresistible.” 

In proceeding to consider, with as much concise- 
ness as possible, some of Ae topics adverted toby 
Col. Malcolm, we ar^q^^ced^ express some 
degree of surprise at the laconic mode in which 
that Officer has, after a few hasty lines, ^at once 
traced the Mutiny of Madras to the supposed 
origin of a “ quarrel which occurred between the 
“ Governor, Sir G. Barbw, and the Commander- 
“ in-Chief, General Macc^owall.” We should have 
expected, from the large„ store of Oriental know- 
ledge possessed by Col. Malcolm, a more compre- 
hensive and just view of the great event which he 
has .undertaken to describe, making at the same 
time, as we ^o, every possible allowance that can 
be desired, for the operation of trifles in the affairs 
of State. The perusal of the publication before 
us might suggest the idea, that if any predis- 
posing cause leading to mutiny was in existence, 
it was of the sl^htest kind; and that “ petty 
“ differences between the Cpmraander-in-Chief 
“ and the Governor,” was the soil in which this 
stupenduous occurrence at once took root and 
flourished. We think that a perusal of the Papers 
within the reach of mibst persons, must furnish a 
picture of a very different nature. Lord Minto, 
who receives from Colonel Malcolm the deserved 
appellation of an “ able and virtuous nobleman,” 
several months after the termination of the Mutiny, 
directed his attention with the utmost care, to 
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tlie investigation of that important point — the 
sources” of the evil which had occurred. The 
same subject h|s been investigated with great per- 
spicuity in a Paper of distinguished ability, bear- 
ing the signaturqj df ])ortk)n of the Direc- 

tors of the Iiuira Compfl^;' and we sliould liave 
thought that the inforniittion contained in those 
valuable'papers would have satisfied any miiKl not 
wholly inaccessible to conviction. In the enume- 
ration of causes tliat combined in the excitement of 
the Mutiny, Lct\;d Mintd observes: — Tlie Offi- 
cers of tlie Company’s Army have been long in 
the habit of pursuing ‘eveiy object of personal 
interest,’ by iutificial cohibination. They have 
learned to consider |)ertinacity, clamonr, and 
“ violence, in the furtlverancc of such views, not 
only as legitimate means to attaiiifitbc.cud, but 
“ as funiishing tests of professional spirit, w'hich 
constitute a sort of public virtue, and give lustre 
to the iildividuals most disliiigiiisbed lor tliose 
“ military vices.” Ilic elFccts which have Ibl- 
Jowed have been perfectly true to the causes so 
accurately described by the above authorities. In 
the countries of Europe, mutiny is a rare occur- 
rence. In England, a general combination among 
the Officers of the army, J^r the purpose of over- 
awing tlie Governmeut, is a thing unknown. In 
India, such an event is not onlj not unknown, but 
has been frequent. During the last half century, 
there Ifave been two open Mutinies of that nature; 
the one which occurred in Bengal in 1766 , under 


|>tr.s — Let- 
ter siirned 
by Mr. 
Oranr, and 
N ine. other 
Direelors, 
lOtli Sept 
liilO. 



8 


the Government of the great Lord Clive, and that 
which broke out at Madras in 1809 , both bearing 
the nearest features of resemblanc^ in their ori^n, 
and in the circumstaiiccs which marked their pro- 
gress and terminatioij,„ In 17t6,,the Coininander- 
in-Chief, at the hcad^df ,^lie arrSy, seized the Go- 
vernor of Madras, (LdTrd Pigot,) conlined his per- 
son, and subverted the Government. JnlTSS, a 
combination of the Officers of the Madras army 
compelled the Governor, Lord Jdacartney, to re- 
voke his orders, and to re-establish certain allow- 
ances which he had judged it proper to discon- 
tinue. The events which occurrcil in the Indian 
army in 1795 and 1796 , are of too lecent a date 
not to be in remembrance. J-ord Minto, and the 
authors of the able Paper to wliich w'e have al- 
ready rcferreSl, both concur in ascribing the most 
pernicious consequences to the concessions of that 
period. Lord Minto terms them, “ a victory 
“ gained over Government by an imposing and 
“ compulsory mode of demand — and says, that 
the regulations then passed, arc usually claimed, 
“ as articles of a charter, constituting indefeasi- 
“ ble rights, and protected by public fiiilh, passed 
“ between equal and contracting parties.”* The 


• We have found some difficulty in collecting Colonel Mal- 
colm’s definite opinion as to these proceedings. In one part, that 
Officer apparently views them ^ith complacency; as ** a course 
“ which certainly made many anil important sacrifices of ordi- 

** uary uiaxiins of rule, but which led to a quiet and just 
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influence produced in tlie mind of the Indian 
army, by the success which had attended that, as 
well as former combinations, seems too apparent 
to be questioned. It wouhi have been almost con- 
trary to those princi})lcs ;<rl^tch usually influence 
the actions of mankind, ■to ^’i^pect a difierent el- 
feet, for it was sufficient to* cast tl)e eye back to 
the history of no remote times to see that every 
military combination in India had been successful, 
with one only exception— ran exception which it 
had required all the vigour aiid ability of the il- 
lustrious Lord Clive, in the zenith pf power, to 
produce. General Macdowall in his letter to Sir Piim.ii 
George Barlow, of the*16th'^Iay, J808, recalls to .ii'Mi'.ni 
mind that “ the army having formerly gained so 
“ many points by representation, will naturally 
“ expect relief;” and significantly Observes, — ajII,',"-!*'’'*' 
“ You were in Bengal during the convulsions of 
“ file army (in 1796), and the subject must be 
“ familiar tb you.” Lord Minto describes this ' 

• ^ ^ to’' ».« If( 1, 

kind of agitation as continuing in the lu’inv of oi-- 


botlleinoiit of all (.’urnijlainfs/' as a nuUIrr where ** jnost jfrr- 
sons, when llicy roiitemphUed the gieal ond, wouhi at least 
" pardon llie means by wliiili it wi^obtained.” p. o7. At an 
i‘arlier period, Col. Malcolm, in \iewing the diircront modes of 
IraiKpiillizing the rising tuniullb in the army, says, in a letter to 
Sir (it. Ihulow, “ I need not state to you that any mode would 
bo le^b injurious to the interests of Goveniment, than that of 
its even entering (as it once did) into a di'>eii>'>ion with the 
officers of its array, upon this great question." 132.) 
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Madras, during a long period of time under va- 
rious Governors and various Con^anders-in-Chief, 
accumulating in its progress^ and acquiring 
strength with “ the habit of beholding authority 
“ and rank insulf^Jind degraded.”* The })re- 
cise state of the arm;^of Madras in October 1 807 , 
two months before Sir G. Barlow received charge 
iviiwfdPa- of tlrat Government, is not matter of vacue sur- 
^fromtte mise, but was at that tune, Mr. Petrie then pre- 
innit of siding in the Government, brought under the at- 
the cenrt tcntioii of the Court of Directors in terras the 
tersl'm most impressive. After stating various examples 
octwor. .^£ pfoccetjings in the greatest degree insubordi- 
nate, the Government expressly inform the Court, 
that a spirit of insubordination and cabal has 
“ lately shewn itself among several of your Offi- 
“ cers, wluch must be dangerous to all armies, 
“ and which, after the events tliat have agitated 
“ the native army of this Presidency, might lead 
“ to consequences of the most fatal nature. We 
have been led to observe, that tliose persons are* 
frequently the most forward in such reprehensible 
*‘ jrroccedings, who have most abundantly shared 
“ the advantages of the public favour; and wc 
“ are satisfied that nothing but a firm determina. 


^ Lord Minto, in addition to the accumulating evilb in I lie 
iRiililarY branch of the service, describes the inflammatory pro- 
ceedings of Sir H. (iwillim, one of the Judges at Madras, 
during the Government of Lord William Bentinck, as cue of 
tile fei tile sources of tlie mischiefs which followed. 
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** tion to resist, and to punish every appearance of 
“ disrespect to the public authority, can uphold 

that degree o/ discipline which is essential to 
“ the existence of your a^rmy." The Govern- 
ment proceed to slate, tha^'tljey are “ strongly 
“ impressed with the necessity of discouraging 
“ by every means such factious proceedings as 
“ generally lead to consequences of dangerous 
** extremity,” and warn' the Court of Directors 
“ that any encouragement of the groundless pre- 
“ tensions (which had been urged) may be fatal 
“ to the discipline and interests of their army.” 

The Header least informed relative to India, 

• 

knows, that about this time, in consequence of the 
extreme embarrassmenf of the India finances, or- 
ders of the most peremptory nature were scut 
from England to the Indian Governments, calling 
on them to make all the reductions possible in 
every department of the service, as a measure es- 
sential to the existence of the Company. Lord 
William Bentinck and Sir John Cradock had made 
arrangements for carrying into effect these orders 
to a considerable extent; but their abrupt recall 
left the work incomplete, and its ultimate execu- 
tion devolved to Sir G. Barlow, who succeeded to 
the Government in December, 1807 . AH the 
material reductions which he carried into effect 
had been proposed by Lord William Bentinck and 
Sir John Cradock, had been strongly recommend- 
ed by Mr. Petrie, and had been sanctioned by 
the Supreme Government. No one however cau 
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doubt the extent to which thej^operated, in giviiif? 
a new impulse to the deadly poison already dit- 
fused in the army. In addition*to these, and other 
predisposing causes to Military Mutiny, it is es- 
tablished on the s^^ undoubted authority, that 
principles of the^inost* seditious nature, had been 
widely disseminated in the civil department of the 
service. It is inconsistent with our limits to go at 
present into this subject. It is sufficient to say, 
that the adjustment of the debts of the Nabobs oJ‘ 
the (’arnatic, which commenced in 1808 , was the 
signal for calling into full activity the operation of 
all those passions and intrigues which had for a sc- 
ries of years palsied every measure of the Govern- 
ment, and had repeatedly endangered its exist- 
ence. To those were added, with united force, 
the dissatisfaction which the reductions in the ci- 
vil department had not f.iilcd to excite; and those 
feelings of insubordination which previous circum- 
stances had tended powerfully to create. There 
can, apparently, be little cause of surprise, that 
such sentiments as have been described, prevailing 
in a large portion of both the civil and mililarv 
branches of the public service, united by common 
motives of action, and in a common cause, should 
have tended, by almost inevitable progression, to 
the excitement of the unha2)py conflagration 
which ensued. 

We might have expected that Col. Malcolm, 
with these and such other facts before him, as are 
to be Ibund in llie I’arliamentary Papers, would 
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not have narrowctl his view to the ground of a 
“ quarrel ” between the Governor and Com- 
inander-in-(]hief ; and that with a torrent of over- 
whelming evidence, in sight^ he would not have 
turned aside to seek in shallow streams for Reasons, 
which, like an airy portion of the element, must 
vanish on the slightest touch of examination. 
That the conduct pursued by General Macdowall 
had a fatal effect in applying the match to the 
charged mine, cannot be doubted ; but this pro- 
ceeded from no 2>crsonal “ quarrel;” from no 
“ petty differences/’ We recur with feelings of 
sincere regret to any j)itft of General Macdowall’s 
conduct, which cannotbe mentioned otherwise than 
in terms of condemnation. Gi'catly reluctant arc 
wo to dwell on tlie demerits o(‘ an Officer now no 
more! but whatever reluctance we may feel in 
lliis rosnect, still more reluctant shall we be to al- 
low tlie clouds of error to throw their obscurity 
rouml the light of truth, without using the best 
moans in our power to dissi{)atc the delusion. We 
may be allowed to notice, generally, as an appa- 
rent delect in Col. Malcolm’s ])ublicatiou, that cir- 
cumstances, comparatively immaterial, seem to 
be ranged very much in front view, while facts of 
the first moment find a place, if not entirely out of 
sight, at least in the back ground, or in an ob- 
scure corner of the picture. 'J'hcre are, too, 
some events, regarding which it is not altogether 
clear, whether Colonel Malcolm intends to express 
praise or blame, or where condemnation is render- 
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ed inevitable by the redundancy of proof, the Ian* 
g^age of censure is, we thinly not unfrequently 
so much softened as nearly to merge in that of ap> 
probation. As Cpl^el Malcolm evidently at- 
taches great impoirwce to the conduct of Gene- 
ral Macdowall, as materially influencing the pro- 
ceedings which he describes, we are called on, as 
far as possible, to supply the deficiencies which 
seem to exist in his Statement. 

From the prommea): feature ^hich the conduct 
of General Macdowall forms in numerous pages of 
the Parliamentaiy Papers, there is much more dif- 
ficulty (our limits being upavoidably narrowed), in 
selecting the facts most material, than in finding 
evidence to support the conclusions which no un- 
biassed mind can avoid forming on the subject. 
The question has been amply discussed in the dis- 
patches addressed by the Indian Governments to the 
Court of Directors, and in the dispatches from the 
Court, all concurring in the same point : but it is 
sulficient at present to direct the attention to the 
Paper signed' by ten of the East India Directors, 
to which we have already referred j and to Lord 
Minto’s letter, of the 5th February, 1810, as the 
subject has been there examined with great preci- 
sion, and as the opinions expressed in these docu- 
ments demand implicit confidence, being founded 
on incontrovertible evidence. We have already 
adverted to the reductions which were ordered in 
the civil and military branches of the service, and 
to the effect which those reductions produced. 
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They were recdVed with great dissatisfaction 
throughout the f ompany’s army on tlie establish- 
ment of Madras, and in a short time led to a ge- 
neral combination and coafe^ppiulence on the sub- 
ject of military allowances. '^^This first appeared in 
the form of a proposed Memorial to the Supreme Go- 
vernment inBengal, which was clandestinely circu- 
lated at certain military stations, applying for an 
extension to the coast army of the sanm allowances 
as exist in Bengal. The st^ject was brought to the 
knowledge of Sir. G. Barlow, through an indirect 
channel, in May, 1808 , and about the same time it 
was brought to his notice in a private letter from 
General Macdowall, who was then absent from the 
Presidency on a military tour. ' That letter, Uiough 
written in the style of confidence, is much more 
calculated to intimidate, than to inform, or assist, 
the judgment of Sir G. Barlow, in the difficult cir- 
cumstances which General Macdowall represented 
as existing. Lord Minto considers it a letter 
“ which, if addressed in the same languagcto any 
“ other quarter, was calculated, not tp repress a 
“ particular act of insubordination, but to excite a 
“ general mutiny.” It states the reductions as fhc 
proximate causes of “the seeds of discontent being 
“ very widely disseminated ; andalmost every in di- 
“ \i(lual in the service, more or less dissatisfied.” 
'J'hc letter is of a nature to require no comment 
in addition to what any one will find who refers to 
the Printed Papers. Wc shall therefore proceed 
to state, that Sir G. Barlow communicated to Ge- 
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neriil I^facdowall his sentiments, in a confidential 
fomi, as to the course proper Jb be pursued, in 
which that Officer, to all appearance, entirely con- 
curred ; and prohibi^ry orders, of a very strong 
natTire were cyrculated by General Macdowall 
against the further agitation of the question of mi- 
litary allowances. To adopt the words of the Paper 
recorded by the India Directors : “ Could it have 
“ been conceived, that at the very time he was 
“thus in appearance acting in concert with Go- 
“ vernment for the su])prcssion ol’ this prohibited, 
“ culpable, and dangerous proceeding, he was 
“ really co-o{)eraling with the insubordinate spirit 
“ of the army he commanded, and counteracting 
“ his own circular letter? The fact know establish- 
“ cd.” Lord Minto, in his letter of 5th February, 
1810, states, that “at this very period, General 
“ Macdowall was acquainting the Officers in per- 
“ son, and convivial communications, that his cir- 
“ cular letters were merely official, written at the 
“ recjuisition of Governmeni, but not expressing 
“ his ofrn, sentiments; and that he wished them 
“• Slice*. ss in their pursuit.” 'fhese proceedings 
t 'ok place in the course of 1808, and the sequel 
was SUCH as there was abundant cause tb antici- 
pate. When General Macdowall was on the eve 
of embarking lor England, in January, 1809, at 
the tithe when he had jdaced the Quarter-master- 
General, Lieut.-Col. Munro, in arrest, and was 
jires.sing on the attention of the Government other 
matters ol tlie most embarrassing nature, tlic ques- 
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tion of iniUtarjr|i|^wancei.bu;sl)& 0 m its ' 
mei^t, and waa ipouj^t^ full vji&VfKfi the 

Goveruroeuty gljk ]^[eaiori^v«ign«4 

by a large "poytiqu gf .the^PIS^rs .of the 
ariny„ aqd containiug not o^y a demand .of ^Ben- 
gal allowanqest but a statement of Var^jus alleged 
, grievances of an almost unlimited nalure, - The 
i Memorial was accompanied by a letter from Gfk 
i neral Macd^wall, supporting it with his warmest 
1 recommendation. The obter^ions stated on tliis 

1 '■ 'll , ' 

; subject in the Paper of the India Directors axe so 
• clear and conclusive, that we are induced to insert 
an extract of some length oq the subject. It is ob- 
served When the Memorial, projected in 
“ May, which had for its object only the obtain- 
“ mc.it of Bengal allowances, is compared with 
“ the present, it will be evident that some powerful 
** influence must have operated upon thp minds 
“ of the Oflicers, to work them up to such an ufi- 
** precedented representation. It should be ob- 
“ served, that net one of the articles of grievance 
“ set forth in it, originated with Sir G. Bar4|w. 

“ It condemns the acts of preceding'Gdvernments, 

“ ratified by the Supreme Government and the 
“ Court ofDirectors. It claims certain allowances 
* as matter of right ; it interferes with the prero- 
‘‘ gative of^'lhe Court ofDirectors, in fituning.the 
civil Government, requiring a seat iu Council 
“ for the * Itepresentati]!^ of the Army }* t|m8 in- 
“ corporating the cause. of General Macdowall 
with their own } and all this is donq at a moment 
c 



“ (wc must fee when the 

" exi^iscf^. had im- 

•* fti ^fceir ex|>c]lditorer*^eA the Tes«»liment of 
Otenciiid ‘MaOdowaR ag«a|t the ,Court :of Diirec!- 
*‘ tfte actusd Qdveminent 

Msdittti, were notorious— and whea. the Go- 
vfermnent had baenr-daliherately attai^ked l^.the 
‘♦-fertest ofCdonet MBiifo-»<-and all this was done 
** by condMnatioa^ direct violation of the gene- 
*■* ral'r^nlatibn, of which the Officers had been re* 
** minded by the^pircular letter of May. 

** After reviewing, the different sul^cts of this 
** Memodt^, and what has been said oq them'.jffom 
** Indyajand'by the Court of Directors} in the^Ietter 
•< eb Fort St. George; and after considering the 
**-time and manner in which it was broa^dit for- 
**• Ward}' hardly any one will be disposed to iniun- 
** tain that it is not animated by a vehement spirit 
of iiisubo^hfiialion and encrioachmant ; neither 
cemtended that, if Gencml MsiipdowalJ’s 
‘*^it^i|fjthis;proceeding;had*heen put wholly out 
Wii^f^viewy 'fbd|S6vernuient could havjetdoae other- 
**-Wi3e than express a decided 4isapprob|ktion.of it 
, But Was it possibla to consider it distinct from 
^rohh toakijitt ^it i:} That sharejraive a new 
** ahdaiantriPB the wbole^tra c^bjnation 

other’s ()ibjecf5>i^n 
Governaishp^objapts mot to. be yii^ed — 

** andf to endiKivour to csrry them by a ghneral 
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** attaciti in dOF dB the ruies bf subordina* 

**tionf And 'vvtll an ap^^diSrce door Getteral 
“ Maedowj^ nteke eb Mi iksStlteb r 
*‘ but e%ht^ months* dtitjr irtisgtifred, 

** though the questii^ Vas only about me of the 
“ many pdinM now colii^ded for by i^Te Cheers, 
“ .warned them, by a eircul&r letter, df ibd ctdpa- 
** bility of the course they were pursuing^^aHd the 
“ obligation which \(ronM attach tipbn him to bring 
“ to punishment the leaded Ul^such pTOceedihg, 
“ he now comes forward, with the most indecent 
“ inconsi.stcncy and disregard «jf the duty Of ‘his 
** high station, to abet* all the discontents of the 
Officers, and all the accumulatidns of their extra- 
“ vagant pretensions, to do every thing Jn his 
** power ft> protect their rights, and redresi their 
“ grievances ; and w’ith a plain intimation that the 
“ Government will not begenerotfs or jws^, if it does 
“ not also espouse their cause. 

It was not possible. General Macdowall ind 
** the afmy' must , not have been aware that dhe 
Government could give no countenance to ^ch 
“ a proceeding; thatit wasaproCeeding’in defiance 
“ of subonlination and positive nflei at' the most 
«* exceptionable time which dbuld have beeii cho- 
** sen ; ar^tbat General MacdowdlTs jiart in it, 
** was a flagrant insult’^ the t^Vferriment.' 

“ If the Government' then prd’ceededWin- 
** flict punishment upbh' General M^dpwal!, and 
“ to expose to the' Officers, in Genefal Orders, 
" their highly blamcable conduct, they would cer- 

c 2 
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tainly have still been witliift^jlie line which 
“ the case warranted') but t^||r took the least 
“ notice Qt' thisprpceeding that w%b pps»ble, com- 
“ p^tibiy with their duty* X^ey only stated, in 
“ answer to the Commanderdn-Chief, that they 
“ co^Ud view the . sentiii^ents contained in the 
“ J\'Jcmpria( without ex,treme disapprobation, and 
that they would suspend the hnal disposal of that 
“ papef until it had been laid before the Supreme 
“ Government. No notice whatever is taken of 
“ the conduct of General Macdowall. Does this 
“ look like harshness, severity, arbitrary oj)pres- 
sive prpceetling, of which so much is said in the 
Dissents ? Like any desire to irritate or provoke, 
** or to indulge an unconciliatory spirit ? And we 
“ wis|i those who see, in the proceedings of the Ma- 
“ dras Government, on this trying occasion, a want 
of conciliation, would be pleased to explain how 
** that principle could otherwise have been applied 
“ here. Do they tliink it could have been hoped, 
that solicitations on the part of Government, if 
“ &ich could have been used to individuals, would 
“ have ^rokei^tfip confederacy ? Or tliat soothing 
“ speeches wpiild have made the confederacy re- 
“ lin(][pish their objects,? To expect any thing of 
“ this sort argues, in opr opinion, a most erroneous 
“ conception of tl}e very serious natur^f this case. 
** This w|is not, as we hf^e remarked on another 
** occasion, the,8udden ebullition of a newinipulse ; 
** it was the progress of a long existing principle, 
now much invigorated by additional influences. 



** and grown to sizfe truly formidable. The Go- 
vernment seeilpo haVe liad a.just idea of their 
“situation an(> their duty; and'tiS hdWhadfar 
“ higher and bettcf objects than the indulgence 
“ of tempers and hupo^trs of their own. Tliey 
“ appear to have been sensible that th#e was'dan- 
“ gcr, and that they ought" to maintain their legiti- 
“ mate authority with temperate firmness. In our 
“ humble judgment, this was the true line of po- 
“ licy in these circumstances,, and will be so in all 
“ similar cases in our Indian Governments.” 

The preceding extract is so a,fnplc as to leave 
nothing to be added. • The facts, howe^'cr, to 
which it refers, form a part only, and even an in- 
''onsiderable part, of the heavy offences clj^rged 
against the conduct of General Macdowall. During 
the tour through the provinces in which he was em- 
ployed, in 1808, he omitted no opportunity of dis- 
.‘'Cminating doctrines of the most dangerous ten- 
(iency. I.ord hfinto quotes General Macdow'all’s 
speech, addressed to the Com])any’s Europpn 
regiment at Masulipatam, on the 24th December, 
1808, “ as one example of the mea^is he employed 
“ habitually to ferment discontent in the army, and 
“ to exalt his own popularity' with that body, at 
“ the exp<^se of the most obvious duties of his 
“ station.” General Macdowall addressed the 
Commanding Officer at the head of this European 
regiment as follows “ Colonel Taylor, in per- 
“ forming a necessary part of my duty, by review- 
“ ing the different corps on this establishment, it 
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“ was ray particular wish to see 'l^iose in tlie Nor- 
them Circais, and paiticular||ipe l^dras Eu- 
** ropean r^ment From man/i^ircuaistances, 
“ this regiment has, in a manner, been overlooked, 
** indeed, 1 may say, neglected ; placed in a corner 
“ of this ejjj^nsive country, ’It has seldom had its 
** practice of duty witli tlie other corps of the 
“ army. 

Notwithstanding these circumstances, from 
“ my knowledge of your zeal aiul ability, Colonel 
“ Taylor, I was confident I should lind this corps 
“ in the high state of discipline it has this morning 
“ eviiiced ; and i£ shall be my business, as much 
“ as lays in my power, to let the service benefit 
“ from this state of discipline, by calling it into 
“ more general notice ; for I know that this state 
“ of inactivity must be painful to the feelings of 
“ honorable gentlemen and Officers, and painful 
“ to the feelings of brave soldiers. Indeed I am 
“ at a loss to know the reason for this neglect. 
“ This regiment has always been forward for its 
“ dburage and loyalty ; you are composed of the 
same matcri^ as the other European corps in 
“ the service, and I am certain that the same brave 
and generous spiribactuates you.” 

During this time General Macdowallffiaintained 
with Sir G, Barlow, the appearance of confidential 
intei^ourse, which continued until the return of 
that Officer to the Presidency, about the end of 
1809. It -Was then broken off, not from any per- 
sona] disagreement, but on the systematic plan of 
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opposition to tfee Government, vhicjj Generiil 
Macdowall ati'|h|t period -^enly avowed. Lord 
Minto states, .0&t . V from the pWiodof his return, 

he had chosen tcb-discontinne ail personal inter- 
“ course with Sir G. Barlow, to the extent of 
“ omitting those outward marks of re^^ect ahdat- 
“ tention which were dtie to the situation of the 
“ Governor.” Sir G. Barlow was not discouraged 
by this circumstance from treating (Jeneral-Mac- 
dowall with every possible attention, both in' his 
ofhcial and personal character. Of the latter dis- 
position, the explanation given by Lor<l Minto 
affords abundantly cleijr evidence j and in phot' of 
the moderation observed by the Government to- 
wards the Cominaiider-in-Chief, it is sufficient to 
refer to the correspondence winch took place at the 
period of General Maedowall’s embarkation loj' 
I'higland, relative to the arrest of the Onarter- 
Master-General, and tiie various embarrassing to- 
])ics then brought under discussion, as tiuit corres- 
]>on(lence evinces a degree of conciliation, of for- 
betiraucc uuder accumulated injuries, and Hn''ear- 
nestuess to avert larther extremity, wholly iwex- 
aniplcd. 

We are informed by Colottel Maicolin, that the 
discontciili of Urn army was dirceted iigainst the 
(Jovernmeht “ by. the proceeding of the Com- 
“ inaiider-in-Chicf^ very unadvisedly,, and--'4ncon- 
“ siderately, however uiiintontionally.” Il'hera is 
scarcely any other tiian one point, on which tliese is 
concui rence of- opinion between Lord Minto aiid 
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Colonel Maieoltn, namelyjthe in^enei^ which the 
conduct of General MaCdOwalt Mpon that of the 
amnyi a&dthi^ cOnseqiienf fienden(^ to exonerate 
“ the army itself of a very great' portion of that 
“ guilt, which must otherwise have been laid exclu- 
** siv^ly to Ihcir account.’* in viewng the many 
painful Scenes' which are opened by the present 
question, the mind derives some satisfaction in the 
idea' of reaching, in part at least, the foundation of 
the evil ; and while the retrospect is clouded by 
various dismal reflections, the prospect is gilded by 
the renewed hope that the returning loyalty, good 
sense, 'and discipline of the army, will for ever avert 
a repetition of those calamities by which the mili* 
tary character was for a time involved in so deep 
a shade. 

Colonel Malcolm says, that the effect of Gene- 
ral Macdowall’s conduct was “ unintentional,” and 
that “few will accuse General Macdowall of more 
“ than want of reflection.” HereColonel Malcolm, 
and Lord Minto, as well as the authors of the able 
paplr recorded by the India Directors, decidedly 
differ ; and as tj^eir opinion is given long aftef the 
termination of the mutiny, and is the result of a 
calm and minute cxalhtnation of eviftry point of evi- 
dence, nothing short of the weight^ judicial 
deci»on. Lord Minto too, gives his opinion when 
fbUy^j^ssed of all the infoiwation which Colonel 
Malcoltn bad fnmished “ with bbldness and foee- 
“ dfflCtt.” Hb Lordship fexjprtfssly charges General 
Macdowall with a “ deliberate intention to make 
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** the &rn)y atyii^tniment of opposition and dis> 
** tnrbance Govemm^t and witli. kind* 
ling, ** wit’i innnite industry, and no hieonsider* 
“ able skill, a flame, the destructive progress of 

which, he could not fail to foresee, - although 
“ he did not stay ^ Mntness it.” we-We to 
judge by the tenor of a private letter from Colonel 
Malcolm (of the 11th February, 1809,-. from Bonir 
hay,) quoted by Lord Minto, that Ofiicer appears 
himself to have entertained, at one time, sentiments 
considerably more decided, than those which he 
has lately expressed. Wc should have thought 
that any subvscqnent pnquiry which Colonel Mal- 
colm may have made, would liave rather tcnderl to 
encrease, than to diminish, the force of those sen- 
timents. Colonel Malcolm observes ; “ I feel 
“‘obliged to congratulate myself at n)y absence 
“ fi'om your side of India ; for to be forced to wit- 
“ ness, without having the power to remedy, such 
“ scenes as you have had at Madras, niiist be 
“ terrible. I judge only from report, and the Com- 
“ mander-in-Chief’s Orders, partii’iiiarly that ill)()ut 
“ Munro, which appears the boic^cst and most ex- 
“ traordinary attack upon (Jovenunent f ever 
“ knew. It is all levelled^direct at Government, 
“ for have evidently taken jMunro’s cause 
“ upon Ineni selves. 

“ I know Jiot what others may think, but I can 
“ find no excuse for. a man in high, station allow- 
** ing his private feelings, however much they 
“ may liave been wounded, to make him foj get his 
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“ public duty, and set an .exaiunle of that con. 
“ tumely and insubordination it' is his. par* 

“ ticular duty to repress. Tiiere ■ no calculating 
“ the mischief of such proceedings. It is waiving 
“ a torch over a magazine.” 

We^sball leave every one t» form their own con- 
clusions on the preceding view of circumstances, 
comparatively with that exhibited in the pamphlet 
lately publisliqjd by Colonel Malcolm. 

Colonel Malcolm having disposed of the general 
observations contained in the first part of his late 
publication, j)rocecds to consider the “ first act 
“ which led to serious discussions,” viz. the placing 
the Quarter-Master-Generaf, .Licnt.-Col. Munro, 
in arrest. It being our endeavour to limit the Ec- 
marks, which we liave deemed it our duty to make, 
to as few pages as possible, we shall not attempt 
to follow Col. Malcolm in any detail througli his 
commentary. As, however, the observations rela- 
tive to the case of the Qiiarter-Mastcr-Gcneral 
stand first in order, and .•.iford, wo think, not 
an mdair spocimeu of tlie course of reasoning 
pursued by Colonel Malcolm, w'e shall state, as 
briefly as possible, such reflections as occur on tlic 
.subject. ^ „ 

Colonel Malcolm says, that “ the HatUj|j&.of this 
“ case.is well known.” But as the opiit^s given 
by Colonel Malcolm have left in our mind the im- 
j)relsiojj of considerable doubt, whether it . has 
been understood even by himself, it may be tul- 
visuble to give a short and connected. view of tlie 



ljuestion. Lieiifc.-Col. Munro, an officer of dis- 
tinguisUerf luerft, was culled on, by his 

Comtnandcr-in'Cliiefi Sir John (h-adock, in his 
official capacity of Quarter-AIaster-General, to give 
his sentiments as to the reductions which were 
about to take place m the ihilitary departjHePt of 
the service. Among various papers of great abi* 
lity, which the Qiiarter-Masler-Gencral in epnse- 
quence prepared, he submitted to the Connnander- 
in-Chiel‘ a Rcjiort on the system of supplying 
Camp Equipage, which had been established in the 
jMadras army in 1802, under the (fenomination of 
the Teut-(’ontract, wliich system the Qiiarter- 
Hastcr rocoinmendeef to be discontinued, being in 
his opinion attended with unnecessiiryexpense,and 
liable to other obvious objections. The Report 
was warmly approved by JSir John Cradock, wiio, 
in communicating it to the Government, where 
. 1 . 01(1 Wiiliam Rentinck then presided, observed 
that the sentiments expressed by the Qnartcr- 
.Master-General, “ were the result of their joint re- 
“ flection on the subject, and were the issue of 
“ that experience which arose from their respective 
‘‘ situations.” The Report, in like manner, re- 
ceived the entir-c concuKy^nce of the Governor, 
Lord Wjjliam Rentinck ; and of Mr. Petrie, wIio 
succee^d to the temporary charge of the Govern- 
ment of MudraS) on his l..ordship’3 departure lor 
hhigland, in September, 1 807. It was, under these 
recommendations, referred to Bengal, where being 
also approved by Uie Commander-in-Chief in India, 
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and by the Supreme GovernmeiA orders were 
finally transmitted to Madras (Skftffi’Qarlow being 
then Govelfnor at that Presidency, for carrying 
the recommendations into effect. This measure 
gave great offence to the Officers commanding 
Natiy^fCorps, who held the contract for the supply 
of Tents to their Corps, and led to a very extensive 
combination against the Quarter-Master-General. 
It is now established that the Report having, in the 
usual mode of official intercourse, come into the 
hands of the Adjutant-General,Licut.-Col. Capper, 
Urd Min- « hg forwai'ded to several Officers in his own and 

to’j, 

■j"| * p ** General Macdowall’s confl(|ence, all tlie passages 
40. “ in it that could be construed into an offence to 

the army ; and that letters were immediately 
“ addressed by those Officers to the Commandcr- 
“ in-Chief (General Macdowall), transmitting to 
“ him the passages mentioned, and demanding jiis- 
“ tice for the insinuations contained in them.” It 
has been seen that the Quartcr-Master-General 
was expressly, ordered to furnish the llepprt. It 
was confidential, and not meant for publication; 
but the expressions. alluded to, have been pro- 
nounced, by every authority under whose observa- 
tion they luive come, t«'bc of the most inoffensive 
nature. ^Thcy arc divesteil of all personaltfusion, 
and merely suggest, in the course of geriSral rea- 
soning, the liability of abuse, undel* the operation 
of a system in various other respects objectionable. 
Lord Miflto observes : “ How is sincere and use- 
“ ful advice to be obtained 5 how is provision 
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ever to be jj^de against abuse, if uo man can 
“ hazard tha.a^atioQ, in terms however genertd, 
that it exist^ without the imputation of being a 
“ slarulorer, and without incurring the disgrace of 
“ a j)rosecution.” If the expressions of the Quar- 
tcr-Mustcr-Geiieral had beSn altogether dif- 
ferent character, and had been directly criminatory 
in their; nature, all legal authorities concur in 
thinking, that even in such case, he would have 
done no more titan his duty demanded, in furni^ 
ing tlie best opinions that his information and judg- 
ment miglit dictate jf*‘aud tliat it was to his supe- 
riors, not to the Officers of the army, that he would 
have been responsible for their truth. The Quar- 
ter-Mastcr-General had done no more than say, 
that certain inducements to abuse existed, under 
tlie system for the supply of Camp Equipage, which 
on j^neral principles should not be allowed to 
constitute a part of any system. But even those 
expressions, unoffending in the letter and in the 
intention, that Officer used every pieans in his 
power to explain to the satisfaction of the army. 
So soon as a discovery was made of the miscon- 
struction attached to tlie words, he i(equestedGene> 
ralMacdowall to be allowed |o address him publicly 
for thc.jni,irpose of disavowing any injurious mean- 
ing. ffe made the request both personally, and 
through the intercession of a respectable Officer 
who stood high in the mutual confidence of the 
Commander-in-Chief, and of the Quarter-Master- 
Gencral.: but in both ways was the application re- 
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fused, on the ground alleged byGei^al Maedowall, 
that the abolition of the Tcntj^dfeitract having 
been decided before he received fKe command oi’ 
tluj army, it was a subject in which he did not in- 
tend to take a part. This passive line of con<liict 
wa3->.^Bnife3tly incompatible with the duty of the 
Comraander-in-Chief. But it not long atler came 
to liglit, that General Maedowall, far from ad- 
hering even to that line,- was himself the active 
pronwter of the unexampled persecution of a me- 
ritorious Officer, who had done no mere than his 
duty indispensibly required, '*^a persecution which 
he W'as bound by every tie of public principle, and 
of moral obligation, to- have instantly repressed. 
The charge preferred against the Quarter-Mastcr- 
Genoral by the Officers commanding Corps, is ini- 
derstood to have been in tlie possession of the 
Coi«m;uider-in-(Jliief a considerable time befiwo he 
took ostensibly any step regarding it. He then 
referred it to his legal adviser, the Judge Advo- 
cate-General, who, in a report of great pers})icuity 
and ability, condemned unaiiswerablv the whole 
proceeding, as ra<ii^ally m^iist and subversive ol 
the fifht principles of discipline. More than two 
months again elapsed after the receipt ofthc Judge 
Advdccftc^s report, before ' any publicj||^p was 
tsdceii; and it was not until witlnn a few' days of 
General !Macdowall's embarkation for England, 
that he aimoiinced the unexampled resolution of 
plaeiiig the Quarter- Master-General in arrest, for 
the purpose of his being brought to trial, telling 
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publicly that did so, that a door 'might not bo 
left open ‘‘ possible introdtiction' of undue 
induencc Bnd*ari>itrary power.” The Quarter* 
Master-General in vain submitted to the' attention 
of General Macdowall, “ the extraordinaiy spec- 
“ tacle (which was exhibited), ofari- Offioi^old- 
“ ing one of the first situations under the Govern- 
nient, being placed in arrest by a Commander* 
“ in-Chtef, for a Report prepared under the spe- 
“ cial orders of the preceding Cominander-in> 
“ Chief, which the latter declared, . upon record, 
to be the combine result of his own apd that 
Officer’s reflection.” The Quarter- Master-Ge- 
neral too, in .vain recpiested the benefit of' a refe- 
rence to the Government, which was refused by 
General Macdowall as an “ application extremely 
“ indelicate and disrespectful.” After these re- 
peated failures, the Quarter-Master-General, with 
great propriety- made a direct appeal to theGovern- 
nient, on a question immediately involving the 
most,, important public arrangements, and regard- 
ing which, in regard to the Government, General 
Macdowall had obswvcd a profound silence, with- 
holding all knowledge of his proceedings fro^ the 
controlling auftiorily, which-was deepjy interested 
in beingjtoade acquainted with them. Xfte letter 
of the Qitarter-Master-G«ieral fully explained the 
circumstances of his situation, and again strongly 
disclaimed all offensive intention. This letter was 
sent to General Macdowall, accompanied by an 
earnest recommendation of the Government, that 
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the ancsj; of tb^fc Oificer should be removed^ 
Tlicsc comipunipaiQ^s failed ta^ij^uce the least 
effect. rccomnji^dation ,waii repelled under 
circuinstapccs of an a^grav>|;ing nai^ure^ and in a 
high toiiCj^the Governor in Gonncil was, informed 
by (||P|cralMa^dowatf, that the appeal which had 
been made to his authority, was to be rendered a 
now^round of chai'ge against the Officer wbo had 
been compelled to ms^e it. No notice was taken, 
of the satisfactory explanation offered by theQuar- 
ter-Master-Gcneral, and as Lord Minto has stated, 
“ it was with this explaniMou before him that 
“ the Cfompiauder-in-Chief suffered the prosecutors 
“ to persist in their cliargesl and that he himself 
“ persevered in promoting .so extraordinarya trial.” 
'fhe sequel is sufSciently known. After every 
means of per.siia.sion andof intrcaty,conyeyed in J,he 
most conciliatory terms, bad been unsuccessfully 
tiled, the Government had no resource, but to 
interpose tl»e exercise of iti^ power for tlie .purpose 
of stppi^ing the progress .of an act of the most gross 
injustice, an3 of the.most manifest public injury, 
that evet entered |jte contemplation of'tlie human 
m India A. * ■ 

With the ^ve fapj^ in his IfjDOwledge, or 
wiihiii jtts reaqli, Colonel Malcolm has npt.qucs- 
lipned the ri^ht oi Government t9‘ ^der ,tlie 
release of^ljm Qu^rtcr-^Iaster-Generalfromari^est, 
but he has qpostionjed^e expediency of exercising 
that right— ob^mtvipg, that it is nonsense to.say 
“ that it (the Government) wopld, by so forbearing 
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and moderate a proceeding, jiave abandoned an. 
** Officer entitfeiMo protection. This language, if 
“ it means any thing, implies^ that Government 
" did not conceive there were, at that moment, 
“ thirteen Officers, either jn the King*s or^om- 
“ pany’s service, on the C&ast, npon wh^lf ho- 
“ nesty and honour it could rely—a proposition 
“ too extravagant for notice.” Colonel Mal- 
colm suggests, that if Lieut.-Col. Miinro had been 
found guilty by the sentence of a Court Martial, 
the Ciovernment would not have been “ in that ex- 
" treme case, deprived of the right to protq^ct that 
“ Officerj” — that, on the contrary, in such an 
event, the exercise of that right would have 
been “ much more apparent and unobjection- 
“ able.” 

It requires notliing short of the most express 
terms- to satisfy us that the above are really the 
sentiments conveyed ^by Colonel Malcolm ; senti- 
ments which are, not in our judgment oi^y, dia- 
metrically opposed to all order and experience, '^nd 
to every established fact. We have, unhappily, 
too many examples of the deg^ to whicfi party- 
spirit is capable of throwing 'a hq^ rounif the 
clearest undei^tandings, and of liiisl^ading the 
most hoiiKSt intentions. That such a spH^it had 
assumed a decided ascendency in the arm^ at that 
period, cannot be a moment doubted. Eight 
months before. General Macdowall bad expressly 
stated to Sir G. Barlow, his belief that ” almost 
“ every individual in the service was more or less 

B 
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“ dissatisfied.” We liavc little doubt that life 
statetiiciit, then,' was much tijiflggerated: but 
iluring the*' eventful interviil, as has been pro^'ed, 
tlie most liital intrigues were in active operation. 
The storm, which various* pre-disposing cans(!s, 
arisihj? ifom tlie cl^ieutary constitution of’ the 
Indian scr\icc, and from a combination of colla- 
teral circumstances, hatl tended to create, had 
been collecting, with accumulated force, and at 
the period of General Macdowali’s embarkation, 
Wits ready to burst with fearful violence, 'fhe 
absolute impossibility of fi)nning a (’mut-.Martial 
consisting of Gflicei\.w holly imtainteil by the pre- 
vailing passions and jn’ojiulices (.f that ])eriod, 
aind superior to the inlluencc of the, clamour which 
had been indiistrioush excited, is not a thing sus- 
ceptible of proof; but we ma^v saiely appeal to 
iun und(>r.sla:!dlng capahlo of taking an impartial 
vicvvoft!;e events which diad then occurred, 
wlicih^' the chances wouhl not have been greatly 
agaftist i.hc i.succe.'-s of such an attempt. Much 
the.same spim wastiicu prevailing in the civil de- 
partnurli. of iho^ltervice; a^<l we find the Chief 
.iustice, a shui., tiille after, dlicially stating, that 
he -was copijiak'd to .'fop proceedings in the Nii- 
premt?* Court, as the Scillemenl of AJgdras was 
* in that .slate in winch, under siuiihiit circum- 
“ stances, in any town or county at home, any 
Judge would stop a Inal, couviuced that.the 
“ mind ol' the Jtiaee was lahoiiring under an in- 
“ Hiienee uniittiug it lor judging.” In truth, a 



numerous portion of the princ^al CHficers of the 
army had, in 'th<f very act of prefering a charge 
against the Quarter-Master-General, declared 
j>retty plainly their opinion ; for, as to the fact it- 
self, there was no kind of doubt ; the doubt that 
existed, was concerning tlie construction-t® cer- 
tain words, a subject, of all others, little fitting in 
the most placid times, for discussion in a public 
court; but, above all, least fitting at that time, 
when the public mind was greatly distempered, 
and when many of the leading j)ersons in the army 
had already j)ronounced an unequivocal judgment 
on the question. It is not easy to imagine how the 
Government was tdJ be justified in overlooking 
every difficulty of this nature, and in abandoning 
at once, to almost certain condemnation, an Of- 
ficer of distinguished merit, whose opinions had 
been.fbrmally adoj)ted by a succession oftheprin* 
cipal authorities in ^ndia, and had been rendered 
the ground of their piAlic acts. Would ^^le Go* 
vernment have been jiistificd in sanctioning a’^ea- 
sure which, to say nothing of its manifest injus- 
tice, as affecting a ^eservin^%idividual, to 
strike at the root of all conficrence^on the part of 
every Officer acting under its ofdens ? for what 
was the fete oftlie Quarter-Master-GeneraPto-day, 
might dh the morrow have been extended indeil- 
nitely to others, exposed to the same unmerited 
cry of obloquy. Would the Government have 
been justified in consenting to tlie humiliation of 
Imving its acts, and the acts of those high autim- 
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I'itios who had adopted the opinions of the Quar- 
ter-Miistcr-Goncral, submitted to‘4he judgment of 
a Court-Martial? Would any Gch'ernment have 
dcserr ed the name, that could have been capable 
of sanctioning such injustice, and such degrada- 
tion, ’i^ven if the probability of an impartial trial 
had been greater, much greater, than there was 
the least reason to hope for? Colonel Malcolm has 
suggested the expedient of thc(iovcrnment inter- 
posing in the event of the sentence of a Court- 
Martial having pronounced the Quarter- Master- 
(jencral to be guilty. Ihit .surely the time ol‘ in- 
terjiosition would then have been past. The stain 
of such a decision could not have been wiped away 
by any exercise of power, however just; and the 
Govennoent would have been deservedl}' exposeil 
to the cl'.argc of deception, if it had counte- 
nauced a trial destined to end in the mockery of 
justice. 

Me l^ve the satisl;ietion''to think, that the o))i- 
nions which we have expressed, on the case of the 
(^uartcr-Master-General, are- in perfect unison 
withal #ven much hifher authorities, the 
ISupremc Goviaiunefit of India, and the (burtof 
j)ircctors. .After an accurate examination of the 
circu n«t auces, the tSupreme Government observe, 
Thc^ whole proceeding was monstrbus; and 
“ W'fi repeat, in the strongest terms, our warmest 
“ approbation of your just, legal, and iridispcn- 

sable interposition, on that occasion, to vindi- 
“ cate the honor of \ our (lovernnicnt, and to 



“ silield one of your best ami ablest servants 

“ from an arbitrary and oppressive abuse of power. 

“ If von had omitted to do so, voii would have 
* . ' *1 
liiiled in the most sacred duties of your high 

“ slalionsj and would have merited, because you 

“ would have sanctioned, ^lat long train o| p>snlt 

i' ^ » 

“ and eucroaclimont which was to ibllow, and ot 
“ which the prosecution of Lieiit.-(’oI. l\fnnro, 
“ would have pr(^ved to be only the first expori- 
“ mental step.” 'flic Court of Directors, after 
the same aeeurato examination, say, — “ It be- 
“ came, in onr opinion, the bonnden duty of oiir 
“ (/overnor in Council at J’orl St. George, to in- 
“ terpose tlio direct^ntliorifv ol‘ Goveninu’ut, for 
“ the protection of- TJeut.-(ol. Miiiiro, by rc'.jiiir- 
“ ing Iho Cohimander-in-Cliicf to release ijiat Of- 
‘‘ ficer from the arrest in wind) he had placed him. 
“ To have pcrihiftcd Lieut.-Coi. Mnnro to he 
“ hmiiglit to trial lor .sentiments, and statements 
“ (h li\ere(l by him iiijiis oflicial capacity, in obc- 
“ diencfi to the orders of our former Coithuuulcr- 
“ iii-('liief'at Jladras, .Sir.lohn Cradoch, by whom 
“ tliey wore adojifcd as liisov^, as they were also 
“ approved, sanctioned, and ijnforccdl)}' t!i#f.ocal 
*' and Siipieinc (lovennnenls, wo^dhave been not. 
“ only to w itlihold jn'oleetion fVoih a nm^torious 
“ Oflieer iii the diseliargc of bis indispensable du- 
“ ties, but to have brought into qiiosiion, and, in 
“ iiict, subjected to trial, the cliaractcr and ads 
“ of the Ibrmcr Commandcr-in-Chief, Sir Joli^) 
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Cradock, and even those of the Governincnt 
“ themselves/’* 


• Colonel Malcolm lias illustrated (if ihe terra can be so ap- 
plied), Ins opinion, as to the expediency of allowing tlie Quar- 
ler-Master-Goneral to be brought to trial, by a reference to the 
history oT Sir Francis Burdetf and the House of Commons. The 
force of the allusion does not, we confess, appear verj-’ perceptible : 
but, as a i-eference has been made to European events, we may 
suggest for consideration the course which would have been likely 
to have been pursued l»y the Commamler-in-Cliief of the forces in 
this country, if theOthcersofthearm} had combined in preforing 
Charges against the principal Staff of His Ilo'val Highness, on ac- 
count of opinions delivered in the perfoi niance of their duly, 
and which he had highly approved and acted on. Woul<l His 
Royal Highness have consigned his /Staff Ollicers to trial by a 
Court-Martial, to be selected from an ndlanied army? — or, is it 
not more likely, tlust he would, if all expostulation failed (sup- 
posing s!d‘li to liJiNC been resorted to;, have (piashed the pro- 
ceeding with a strong hand ; and that he would have dime so 
rather before the exjieriinent of a trial, than after the Staff Of- 
ficers bad been tried, ami |)rubably found guilty? Rerhapa, 
too, His Royal Higliness might have betui disposed l(» l)a\c 
taken soto notice of the eoiidiict of those Oflicers who had 
been activ(‘ in piomofiiig the supposed pioceedings, and of 
those, parti, nlaily, who Jiad signed the charges. Possibly His 
Majesty mipht been adrised to o^j^der the discontinuance of 
their nfllsies in fpe list of tin* army, ft is possible, much more 
than possible, that ^'^11 this would have been done, with the 
wurniesl a^uobution of the nation; and if so, the course taken 
would ha'lc greatly exceeded in severity, any thing done by the 
Ooveiiunent of Madias, under circumstances of tlie like na- 
ture. No notice whatever was taken of the conduct of those 
Oflicers who signed, or who piomoted the charges preferred 
against the Qiiarter-Mastcr-Geueral at that Presidency. 
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Tn stating that \vc (lifter wliolly troin every part 
of the oj)ini()ii given by ('olouel A«a!(‘()lin, as to 
tlie (\is(* of oL Munro, wo trust that v\e 

make' not this statement on light grounds, or on 
any other than such as arc ijicoiitrowitible. 

AV(‘ liave la'fl)re noticccLthe iwi^owa whi^eli in- 
ducc'd us, at son o length, to examine the conehi- 
sioiis drawn l)y C\;l. ]'dal(‘olm, regarding t:ho pro- 
cediT'g (piestion. It would 1 k'. iinjn’aetieable to 
follow that Ofiic'cr, with the same clos(mess,tlirongli 
the (/liter obser\.itions contained in the first part of 
his Pain[)lilet, willHuit extendijigthesc sheets to an 
inconvenient degree; and it a])pears uiudly super- 
tlnons to do so, '1,’here is scarcely orjc broken 
link in the chain of eriminaiion attached by (\;lo- 
iiel -Malcolm to the conduct of the (lovernmmit of f’-'- 

♦ L(‘t- 

iMiulias, wiiilo, with M'arcel} an e\oej)liu!i, every i-i limi. 
Olio ol' the nialorial uicasiires which that Ollicer 
lia-i seen cause to censure, the Su])renic Govern- 
nu'iit of Iitdiay and the ( ourt of Directors, in 
coniimv-tion with Ilis Mamsty sCJovenunent, Inne, J-uouion 

■' I.OidMmto 

aiiej- the mosl careiii! examination, seen cau>e to to tu .^ir. 

, . , . Cnniijiini f, 

aj)pro\e, jiMiie \NaiJiu 't strain ol culogiunu In 
the saint* tone as has been csiiu'ed in the case of , 
the (.}uarler-MasU‘r-Genera!, ( Vloiiel Malcolm 
condemns the caiiiitius, b\it firm, ('onduct, niir- 
siied iivdlie Go\ eminent, in regm’d to tiio two nunut 
iVoiiioiia!.'. wiiieli General Mai dowall eiideavoiirod 

, . . , . ... ‘-‘"Mil .S(’[»U 

to force on tlieir attention, at the tnuo ol his oni- nio''. 
barkiiif'; — 'i'hcsusjieiision from tiie service of the 
Adj'jtaiii-Gcnerul and liis Dejnity, whom the (lO- 
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vernment considered to have been actively instru- 
mental in disseminating the seditious Orders of tlie 
Commaiider-in-Chicf ; * and the suspension which 


* As the proceedings relative to the Adjutant-General and 
his Deputy, form the only material question, regarding which, 
the least difference of opinion has (»ceurred, between the Go- 
vernment of India and that of this country, in the course of the 
late important and dithcult discussions, it seems matcriui to say 
a few words on the subject. We may first observe, tJiat it ar- 
gues no ordinary share of wisdom, vigor, and ability on the 
part of any administration, wliicb has so conducted the affairs 
committed to its charge, that during a peiiod of uneNanipled 
peril and einharrassinent, aiicUluring a long suca ession of the 
most important public measures, on^y one point lias occurred, 
on which a diversity of opinion has existed among the autliorh 
ties to uliom the right of decision belongs. W hen the storm is 
over, when the winds and waves have subsided, and when the 
vessel which liad encountered the tempest, is brought safe into 
{)Oit, nothing is more easy than calmly to criticise the conduct 
of the mariner, to make light of his danger',, and to reckon 
every shred that hud sufl'ercvl, and every iliut iiad heeiilo''l, 
in the effort to save the whole from destruction. This is an iHJi- 
beral, but it is, unhappily, the usual course of judgment, and 
it has been largely applied in the case of the Ooveriiiiieiit of 
Madras, whose measures, however, are of that firm and con- 
sistent texture bear any cxaiiiiiialioii, near or distant, nar- 
row or oxpande 1. 

In regard to the case of the tw^o Oliicrrs in question, it ha^ 
been so pen>lexed by a course of polemical dibcussion, that the 
actual ( ircuiMStances attending it have been, in great measure, 
lost sight of. We know, from all experience, that oothing ia 
more usual in seditious ^ics, than to see a matter of no radical 
imporCiH»r'e, raised as the rallying point of clamour, and the real 
of action screened behind such as are pretended. Thq 
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look place under the General Orders of the 1st 
May, 1809, of some of the Officers, who, on evi- 
dence of which, the validity cannot be qwistioned, 
were considered to have been actively cngajjed in 
the pursuit of plans which were directed to the im- 
mediate subversion of the Govenunent. Wc 


niacliinations of Jarobiiiisni in this country, at nodistaul pcMiod, 
n’fu.i!;c under the alleged ^rictanco j>fa tb«viirn war, of n 
war against the source from whence JaeohiuiMu ^uniu^* and 
f\fn the ufdieudini:: ])iiiici|>le> of (he (heal M mister, hv the 
jxwer of wlivise arm the h\<lni was subdued, were at tiuici 
uri;ed as a cloak for the -ilielter of the hvdra s irrowth. Tiie ar- 
^luiienfs stated, relatin* to Ihp case to winch we refer, have been 
much more suitable to llie spirit of a debatius: societ)' of forensic 
(piibhlius;, than to the coibideration of a measure conuci loil 
with, and arisim; from, a s>stc*m of other jijicaf pulilie measures 
directed to the prc^ervaIion of (he I'mpircs nearest interest. 

Hut, as till' circum^^auces connected with it, have been c\a- 
mined with criricul aeciiracs, in a jieriodical publication fthe 
tjudileily Ue\iew'i, of .ili'^tmi'iiislied merit, which contains by (Jinriniy 
far (I|c most conijireljensive and able accounl of the late com- 
iiioiions al Madras, that has yet appeared in any publiialion of 
the kind; a reference to that |mblicalkui olniatos the necessity 
of :;o:nii; into mncii detail. \\c shall therefiue only s^dc sueh 
an ouliino of the question, as will be sutlicieutloa&id adistinel 
\iew of it. ^ 

1'lu*rc can be no doubt of the criminal nature of the (ioncral 
Order published by (tencral jMacdowall, on the 28th Jannars, 
jai‘»9, when on the eve of embarking for England. Accoidmg 
to a Regulation of old date, established by (lie Court of Direc- 
tors, all orders of the ('onimander-in>Clii^f at Madras are re- 
quired to be eommunirated to the Governor twenty-four hours 
before tliey arc issued to the Army, in order that he may sec that 
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should have expected tliat, coMsislently with the 
lihcralitv of Colonel Malcolm's character, some 
allowance would, in the course of his State- 
ment, have been made Ibr the jjreat and acknow- 
ledged dilliciilties in which Sir (icorf^e. Ihirlow was 
placed, difliculties of w hich many had been be- 


iKtlliiii" impioprr i-, sn puldisliul. This lir;;!ihiri<ni had not 
ixdi p«i(1In cnfoKMMljMit il had hci'i) tlio iiivtiriiihlc iiih iii prac- 
li(o, thal <iil orders of the Coniinandi i-m Chi*'f uen* rominuiii- 
rated to the (io\<Miu>iwwwrf/////i7y W.i// published. \ol one 
iu>l ine<‘ of a (le\i<dion ficun llial pnu the had e\er ocemred, 
iiiilil the jinldicaiioii of the aho\e titMii ial Oide**, of a iiatuie 
manifebtls directed to tlie e\eit(jr';5d of sedition in the;nm>. 
1'ius Order was issued from the OtheV of tlio Adjulunl-Cieneral 
to several Military Stations, on Saturday the tlHIh January ; many 
more cophs were eiieuhited on the ftd lowin'' da\ ; lait all know* 
ied;»e of the Order was wilhlield fioin the (io\eiijor anti! ^Ion- 
da}, the third day aftei it was issued to the Ann\ ; and it was 
not then eominunieutid until the Ship on wluvli (ieneral Mac- 
dowall Ir.ul emharkeil hud put to Sea. Tie* exil wiik li thi.s .sedi- 
tious ji.ij'.er wa.s, )i> eiieidation, sure to produee, was^hiai 
done, past the power of ret al, or td’ leniedy. 

The eopt of llie (itnual Older which wah sent otlici.sIK to 
the (ioveMi(j|Lwas sk^oietl hv the l)i pu1\-‘\<rpi1anl (MMierHl, who, 
ii' the rehpolSildtt person in Mi^ninu and uieidatini:; a fiapei <d‘ 
thill kind, was su'^pentled from the sei\ice (d' tin* (’oiiijiany. 
'I’lie AdjutaiiLGeiH-rai afterward.s, in a Itnieof exultation, a\ow 
injr his sliare of the re»|)onsihilif\, v.as al.so snspeluh il. The 
(loierinneiit athipte«l these inea.sme'^, under the iiii|)'vsshni 
that the Staff’ Oflit^s liatl been arlin" in eolhi'-ion with the 
(joinniender in-Chiei, ami lliat his authority eouhl not sanetion 
diem in ahettii^ an act deemed litnsonahle ai^mijist the ei\ij 
powtT. 
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qucallied to him as a succession from prccctiingGo- 
vernnients, and ofwhicij others arose in that course 
of events which the Government tj’ied all means, 
in vain, to avert. But no allowance of this kindis 
made ; and we must certainly lament, that in the 
whole course ol’ the I ’amph let before us, acts which 


The Suprrnjp (iovcnini^!'! of liuiia approvfMl wlint had h(*pn 
done bv the (jovenimt iii of Madras. 'Ihe Cc.nrl of DirreUwb, 
wIk-u tl!<‘ (|ut btioiMMi.b I M fore iIkiji, conddeiiiie the 

Staff Oftieeib to liave 1 k'« n placed “ in a situetitm t>f ditlieidtv," 
were of opinion, tliat tlnir removal funn tliWr StadMtiialions 
would have been biitlicieiit, witlionl rennniri^: them from the 
Company’s borviee; and desjied tliat they niiirht he restored to 
the latter. The Court of bireel or*t, h(>v.e\ei\ in ( (tiisequenee 
of furtlier information, modified this revtjlutimi, and directed 
tliat the DcpulY-Adjntant-ficiicral blionld be ajjaiii sibpiiuied 
from the service. Thc«>c JJesoIulioiis passed in ithlt); and in 
1811, after loii^' discuhsloii, it was decitied, that iheDejnily- 
\djutanl-(iciieial should be restored to the ■service, but not to 
be permitted to return, for the present, to Imlia. 

Th?^ jihov(‘ ib a correct outline of the f.u lb, unaccompanied, 
however, b\ several circumstant es, “ the adjiiiicts of lime, 
** place, and situation,” wfiich uouM hrini' the subject more 
forcibly to view, but vUiicli want of room compel us to omit, 
'riie Header may lie eiiahlcd to jud«e, fnmx^wJmt has Iiccn 
staled, whether the clamour raised, a.'^lo militnry rcspondbilily, 
Jmb bctMi founded in Sense, or in Faction. That the jnoceedin^ 
involved a direct breach of established orders; — tliat it was Ha* 
;;ranlly insulting to the authority of the (ioveriiment, and was 
attended with the deepest iiijury to the )»ul)ljj: welfare, are jKiints 
which have never been questioned. Whether the Govenimeut 
was, or was not, called on to notice the conduct of tiie Otlicers, 
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have app(?arctl generally to others, wise in their 
purjiosc, and salutary in their conscquencesjsoiindly 
planned and ably executed, should have jrresonted 
themselves to Colonel Malcolm, through the dis- 
torted, discoloured medium in which he has 


i^ifhor.t wlnise ro o|»i*r;Uinn ron'^r(|U(Mi(TSOf>uM appa- 
roDtly, \mv eiisuod, is a point (ni wliicli some* Iiavr dilfi rt-d. 
On tlio j)art of the oHicud autlioritios, they have ronnirrod as 
lo the existence of criminality, and :is to the necpydty of puf 
nivlnneiit, hut iiau* ditfewd as to tin dej^rce of punish ment. 
Tliis, nilh uli |)os>ililc disjmsilion tothi‘ most nan (»\v inspection, 
has coiKslituh'd the sole difieience of opinion in the lea^t mate 
rial, that has oecuired bctneeii the oiln iai anthonlit^s of India 
and this eountix, im) far as the (*>‘ovenmienl of Madras is con- 
ceriieil) in the course of the late lon^ anil important discussions ; 
a (‘ircnmslance that may <dial((ii^e an honorahio comparison 
nith the condnet of an) administration llie most wise, vigorous, 
and successful, in any cuimirv. 

From the general tenor of Ctd. Malcolm’s piihlicalion, llier<» 
ran ]>e no room for siuprise, that lie disapprove .^ the measures 
to whieh we hauMt feired; anil that wilhoiil acUeiling to the 
prec^dinv state of the army, and lo the actual circum>^Uuit‘cs at 
tile lime, he at once jiroiiounce.-* tliat liie army mideiwenl a 
I, “ complete revoiulJoii," in i ou.seipience of the suspension of the 
Siafe' Ollicett. Oil such an opinion we. shall make no comment ; 
hot we mayfk glloned to express some suipiise, that (Jol. iMal- 
coIm bhouhl hav« pmseveriuuiy ascribed to tlie (lovornmeut a 
wish to ask for an apology from the Dejuity-AdjutauM General, 
for his otTeiice, in dthanceof an e\pve.ss declaration of Sir (i, 
ibilov , ami of Cieneral (iowdie lo the contrary . The palpable 
misconstruction, died by other writers, to the eomhicl of 
(•tuera! (itiwilie, appears (piitc uumitable to tiie motives of in- 
f!riihrjl eou-ideralion, that seem wholly to have dictated it. 
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vifivvcd them. * Colonel Malcolm has d welt some- 
what frilly on the Test imposed by the Oi (lei’s of 
Covernment of the 26th July, 180D, and it cannot 
be matter’ ol‘ surprise that he disapproves it. It is 
a measure, notwithstanding, which has received 
elsewhere great anil deserved approbation. On 
this, as on other points of consideration, no refe- 
rence has been made by (’oloncl Malcolm to 
the abundant explanation contained in the dis- 
{ratches of the Oovernment of I’ ort St. George, re- 
lath c to its motives of action — these “ luminous 
writings,” (as observed by a high authority), 


f 

♦ ^V(‘ sliall malio iioconinKMit (uj sgjuo ston(*s wliirliwo vlioiild 


liavt* too futile f(»r (/olmiol Malcolia Ig havo honored 

with a place in his Paui[>hlef, proof of **pro\okin" sns- 
“ picio!!." Hieso htoiics \^<•re iibcited in some of the early 
aiiouMiKms pamplilct^, and we (honL.lit that lliey had lon;^ ai;(» 
sunk into the oblivion beloinriii;; to them. \\ e leiircl, howe\er, 
still more, that Colonel Malcolm ^liould hav»* only iriven a “ hare 
“ cwlitloiinc a^i a Jitfle fuither empdrv noiild have prohahiy 
^atl^iied i.nu, that none of the in(aMire.s to which lie alludes 


ranijthk't, 


were ailoptcrl without the cleare-l neecshitv, nnle''S the (ioveiU' 
merit had heeii prepared to follow the coulee, i.o doulit 
.smile wouhl have approved, of overlooking ail Hcts’^f insulxirdi- 
nation, luwvevrT iftanife'*! in their nature, and however rliMinctly 
brought to atteiitieii. In limes of public ferment, it is unavoid- 
able, that frei|iie:it examples sliould occur of disorder Iv procee<b 
iiigs, which will <‘all lor reprehension and puni^liMlent ; but of 
which a ** bare catalogue,'’ vvithoiU a kno\vlijkJ«tM>f the collateral 
cifcumstaneeti, will be finite insufficient to comes anv true 
idea. 



fl^tra Pi’ ‘ wliiclj, llionf^li prodiiccd in times of 

“ great disorder and peril, arc, in reasoning, tcm- 
islof*' '’ “ per, and composition, surpassed by no State Pa- 
“ j)ors on the Records of rtie Company.” 

The Government of Madras has fully explained 
the circumstances of the Test, and the extreme 
exigency which led to the necessity of imposing it. 
At a time when llie most alarming symptoms of 
<lisa(rection had appeared at every Military Station, 
and when a great part of the Army had o])enly mu* 
tuiied, it was surely justitiable in the Government, 
it was surely in(lis])ensal>le, to ascertain who were 
tlte Officers on whom reliance could in that cmcr- 
ivip.ici I’a- gencybe placed, and that “ those who were not dis- 
Ti * “ point'd to sup))ort the authority of Government, 
** i^hould be no longer permitted to exercise func- 
oiitivpt ** which they were unwilling to employ in 
loi “ the service ol’ their country.” This measure, so 
essential in its nature, was executed in a manner 
jis conciliatory as W'as consistent with its success. 
It was cx])lained that the Government di(f not 
“ suspect individuals j” but that the urgency of 
affairs reii^lcred it necessary to call for such a de- 
clarationief ffilelity, a.s was required ; while those 
whomighidccliueto subscribe the declaration,werc 
permitted to withdraw on their usual allowances, 
“ until the .state of affurs, and the temper of their 
“ own minds, jffiould admit of their being again 
“ employed wfffi advantage to the State.” Colonel 
Malcolm has given several reasons to shew that 
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Ihc “ (iovcrnnicnt had no right to look to tlur 
“ lidclity and atlachinoiit ol’ the Native 'JVoops,” 
and that the cliiet’ resource was the loyally and 
good disposition of thcjOflicers themselves. Such 
reason ing, vve confess, appears greatly overstrain ed ; 
and it is with infinite regtet tb^t we see such topics 
again dragged into discussion; but it is uevertliclcss 
essential that when opinions oftliis kind are forced 
on attention, they should not ])ass vvliolly un- 
noticed. The oj)po.''Ite proofs that miglit be ad- 
duced, arc almost innumerable. It is, however, 
(piite siiflicient to quote the opinion of'Lord Minto, 
as the result oi’ininute enquiry, many months afjer 
the termination of the mutiny. After describing 
Ihe progress of that event, his Lordship says-r- 
“ ,'Such was the state ol' things, when the masteriv 
“ and decisive measure ol't'ie 2dth July, gave at 
“ once adeath blow to the lebellion. 'I'he Native 
“ 'Troops abjured the criminal designs of their Ol- 
“ ticers; the latter were sejuirated from the only 
“■ ltM‘0 they had eonnled nimn ; the arms dropped 
‘‘ out of their hands, ami they Ibuml themselves a 
“ small hand of defenceless and fugilive indivi- 
“ duals, at the mere) of the Govenii^ent they 
“ won' the day belure confederated to pull down.” 
'J'ho (io\ ei junent acted throughojit tins “■ masterly 
“ and decisive measure,” under the impression 
that the Native ’rroo])s would not support their 
Ollieers in rebellion against thc^tate ; and the 
result manifested the wisdou) of the opinion, tor 
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at all the jjlaces where there were the means of 
making known to- the troops,- ^e actual situation 
of affairs, they hesitated not in their choice, but 
immediately ** ranged uiAler the-stafftdartl of (Jo- 
** verninent.^ ’ The mettjnre was certainly of a 
bold nature, and' tlfftre is'ho cause of surprise' that 
aome Officers, undecan anxiety as to fiitupe evont«, 
hesitated in the exOtution Of it. Those OtHcers 
acted, no doubt, under honorable, but they acted 
tmder mistaken impressions ; for, when the order's 
of the Government were peremptorily rerpiired to 
be enforced, complete success was the effect. 
Celonel Afaicolm has attached consequences to the 
« wisdom and forbearance,’? to the “ conciliatorv 

4,*i» ^ 

** eflbrts,” of those Officers, which we cannot be- 
lieve that diey themselves ever thought of, for they 
seem in oirr idea at variance with every recordcii 
flict. Among the respectable names thus intro- 
duced, we slioidd have expected some notice to 
Imve been taken of tlie highly distinguished cha- 
racters, who proceelled with a firm ufideviating 
step in the execution of the arduous duty confided 
to them. ^We think that such name^ Us' those of 
Colonel Wilkinson, GolonelDavis, nhd Colonel 
Hare, should not have .been wholly otnittCd, names 
trkhthosc Oftftiior rabritorfbuSipceshha, 
loitm - hebir. attacked ;the’ ptthlicf th!lnks<^ 

ihb Kepjies^nl^veB oi thenEannlmlia Gompahy, 
Itifaich the'ibffire hittoruiB ttill'tedord wif^alt'is. 
'ps idastmg airayW lustre round.tnaoi^ 
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tions, which their loyal and vigorous exertions so 
essentially contributed to bring to a successful 
conclusion. 


Colonel Malcolm, after coddemning the mea- 
sure of the Test, has stated, in prophetic strains, 
the series of consequences which are to arise from 
it. Some of these we must, with every deference, 
say, we do consider fanciful^ and others, we 
humbly hope, as we firmly believe, will never be 
realized. That the necessity of recurring to the 
meagre in question, was a great evil, no one will 
deny, and the repetition of it is to be deprecated 
as a public calamity; but it is not to the Govmti- 
ment that the evil, ^whatever it may be, is im- 
putable. The Court of Directors have observed. 

It is one of the many melancholy, and perhaps, piintedPa. 
“ irremediable consequences of the disloyalty of tertfliie* 
“ the European Officers, for which they are so olrMtors, 
“ deeply responsible to us and to their country.” 

In encouraging, however, the expectation that no 
permanent inconvenience is'to arise from a mea- 
sure, which, in the first instance saved the Go- 
vernment f^om overthrow, we feel satij$faction in 
recurring to the “ lamp of life,” historical expe- 
rience exemplified, strikingly exemplified, in the 
Mutiny in Bengal, in 1766. Colonel Malcolm ^ 


says, ** To such as examine the particulars of Panphkt, 

^ * i 50* 

these two important events (riluStng to the ° 

“ Mutiny of Madras), and toice ^tb its true cause 


" the defection of die Officers of the Bengal am^. 
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“ in 1760, and then observe, tire open, military, 
“ and manly conduct of Lord Cliye, there will 
“ ai)pear much more grounds for a contrast, than 
“ a comparison.” know not on what Colonel 
Malcolm has grounded such an opinion, as an ex- 
amination of “ particulars,” seems to lead to pie- 
cisely an opposite conclusion, and affords, pe/haps, 
the most striking parallel of historical events that 
is any where to be found. The particulars of the 
Bengal Mutiny do not appear to have been in any 
one’s recollection, in the progress of the Mutiny 
at Madras ; but the same causes were, notwith- 
standing, steady in their effects. The heated 
passions of the Madras aripy hurried them to 
Hir greater and more dreadful extremities, than 
occurred in Bengal ; but nearly the same sys- 
tem of combination, and of menace, was pur- 
sued in both cases : and on the part of the Go- 
vernment, the same manly vigor, energy, and 
wisdom, which signdized the measures of Lord 
Clive, ivere called ilfto action, on a much niore 
extended scale, and, if possible, with more sig- 
nal success, under the administration of Sir 
George Barlow. But the distinguishing fsatures 
^ of tlie course pursued by both Governments, 
precisely similar; both evinced a determina- 
tion, equally strenuous, to reject all compromise 
of the public aiu|iority, and^to accede to no terms 
idmrt of entirelsubmissioii to the lawful power of 
tlteJState. 
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We are informed, in an Authentic Account of Ananthm* 
the Bengal that a “’^enkal peace*’ being laid hctbre' 

established in the British Proyjpces in India, Lord of com- 
Cllve proceeded to carry “ into execution the 177”’ ” 

“ Company's orders, rejative to ttie reduction of 
“ Baitta,” which was directed" to take place from 
the 1st’ January, 17G6. “ The Officers h^d lieeu 
“ too successful in their remonstrances against 
“ former orders of the like nature, to omit pre- 
“ ferring them upon this occasion.” But the com- 
mands were positive; and the Officers appeared to 
acquiesce. “ But this was only the appearance, of 
“ submission : private meetings and consultatibns 
“ were held, in each brigade; secret committees 
“ were formed, under the denomination of frec- 
“ mason’s lodges; and means of obtaining redress 
devised.” “ A generaltesignation of coramis- 
“ sions,” was the measure decided on. “ A so- 
“ lemn oath to sccrcsy was administered, and kept 
“ so strictly, that even the ]|ield Officers upon the 
“ spot entertained not the feast suspicion of what 
“ was going forward.” A fund was formed for is.ixinf. a 
the relief of such as might require assistance, un- 'tVn'ju'k-'* 
der the loss of their commissions, to which “ a ^ ^9^“ 

“ cohsiderabtc siim is said to have been cont^r 
“ buted 'privately by gentlemen iii the civil ser- 
*• vicc.^’ 'The 1st of 'June, 1766, was the rime 
agreed 6n 'foV th6 resignation . ci^Cpmmibions ; 
but th^ cOmbliltftioh which was hi progress canie 
accidently to light in the month of April, ht Which 
time Lord Clive was at Miixadavad, adjusting the 
r. 2 
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revenues of Bengal. This “ premature disco- 
very” made the Officers adopt the determina- 
tion of resigning the 1st of. May, if their de- 
mands were not complied with. Lord Clive saw 
the danger of his situation; but he deternpned 
not “ to grant a request, demanded, as it , were, 
•* sword in hand;” and submission on his part, 
** would not bear a moment's deliberation.” He 
accordingly proceeded to call into action all the 
resources in his power, and among other means 
of assistance applied to the Government of Ma- 
dras for all the Officers that could be spared from 
the sei^’ice of die Coast of Coromandel. He issued 
orders to the Officers commanding brigades, “ to 
engage the attachment of the non-commissioned 
“ Officers, by assurances of reward;” to prepare 
** for detaching the troops in small parties,” and 
for sending the refractory Officers prisoners to 
Calcutta. Lord Clive proceeded with the utmost 
dispatch a distaDce,«pf several hu^ndred miles, 
to Monghyr, the nearest principal military sta- 
tion, ** where he had reason to think the whole 
“ scheme had been originally planned.”. Two 
days before Lord Clive reached Monghyr (15th 
May) a mutiny 'had broken out an)opg the Euro- 
pean trO(^3 at that station, who ** gpt upder arms, 
** intending “to follow their Officers,” „ But this 
was proBqptlyiludled by Captain Spiith, atthe 
head of two battalions of Sepoys, ** with fixed 
bayonets and, “ having neither subaltern, 
nor setjeant to assist him.” Lord Clive, the day 
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afler his arrividy paraded the European and native 
troopsy and addressing tlicniy Separately explained 
to them the criminal views iir which their Oflicers 
had engaged, and. admonished them to do their 
duty. He highly applauded the native troops, 
“ for the instance tliey iiad so lately given of tbeic 
steadiness, and faithful attachment to the Com- 
“ pany,” and distributed among them honorary 
rewards and money. A detachment of Se- 
poys was next day sent out in quest of the re- 
“ signed Officers,” who were waiting “ the arrival 
“ of their associates from the other brigades,” 
with eventual orders for conveying tliem to Cal- 
cutta by force; but they anticipaterl the necessity 
of executing these orders by their departure. Lord 
Clive having settled af&irs at Monghyr, proceeded 
to the other military stations in the Upper Pro- 
vinces, where his measures were attended witli tlie 
same success. At Serajepor, an advanced sta- 
tion, where Colonel Smith then commanded a 
strong detachment, employed in watching a nu- 
merous body of Mahratta horse, tlie Officers liad 
persevered in the confederacy, notwithstanding 
the most conciliatory efforts of their commander; 
and though in that critical situation, Colone^ 
Smith determined to trust wholly to the ffdelity 
** of the Black Officers.” This firmness aiding 
the resolute conduct of Lord Clive, led to the 
most happy results.^ Wlien thd^ipfficers of Colonel 
Smithes brigade saw the course which he pursued, 
and ** that Lord Clive would not yield to their 
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“ ^tmands;” ** tb&t some of their sfssociates ^ere 
*‘' in arrest for mutiny and desertio»$ that many 
** others yfere to be shipped off! fop Engiand/^their 
eyes were opened to the pr^iptce, and they 
** made ail possible submission for the irregulari> 
“ ties they had been guilty of.” Repentance 
** and humiliation became general and •tbe'ieast 
culpable of the Officers were restored to . foeir 
rank, while the others “ were kept in arrest, to 
** take their trials ; and those, whose conduct was 
“in a less degree exceptionable, were ordered to 
“ hold themselves in readiness to embark for £u- 
“ rope.” As observed by the intelligent Writer of 
the Narrative, “ The array was thus, in a. manner, 
“ new modelled, and we may venture to assert, 
“ became soon as complete, with respect-io good 
“ Officers and discipline, as any army of the Ooin- 
“ pany In India ever was before that period.” 

The above outline of the Bengal Mutiny is sul- 
dcient to enable any Reader to judge for himself, 
regarding the features- of strong resemblance to 
which we have alluded; and must suggest many 
forcible reflections. The separation ol’ the Euro, 
pean Officers from the native troops’; the employ, 
ment of th.’ native troops, not once, butrepcated- 
ly, to use force against their Officers, - and 'the em. 
ployraeht of the native troops to bring European 
troops to order, ,were all Unquestionably great 
evils:; but though they considerably exceeded in 
magnitude any evil of the like kind, that oc* 
curred in the progress of the Mutiny at Madras, 
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\re have-not iieard tkat Cliye was blanqed 
for the' measures 'that’ subdued the R^lhon 
raised a^^sthia authority : norv though our do- 
minion. in India '0idi then, muclr more ibau now> 
depend on the “ breath-of opiniouv ’ itave we heard 
that those measures have? been followed iby ‘Conse- 
quences iojui'ious to the permanency of our power. 
Whatever predictions may- have been then, with 
much more justice than now, conjured into view, 
like thePhantom Kings of our immortal Bard, have 
like them, long since vanished in their kindred va. 
por, “ Come like shadows, so depart” W'e desire 
to be distinctly understood, that w^e consider the 
events to which we have been referring, as great 
inistbrtiihes ; but in dangerous maladies the phy- 
sician is not blaraeable who applies strong reme- 
dies for their cure.* W'e may, too, carry the view 
farther, and look to the hope that good will 
arise from the source of evil. The late events 
have afforded a lesson never to be forgotten, either 
by the army, or by future Governments of India. 


*■ Colonel we observe, ascribes Lord eoii- 

dnef, with re^zard to tlii! European OtFirers, to iiis bein" ** actu- p,,nij)iii' t, 
“ ally enftajs;ed in w ftr.*' \arrative, on the contrar\', states,, 
that Lord ClWe's measures werefuuDcUdon the cucunistaure of 
tlic ** war being — an^l life onlydniat^on from the course 

which Lord Clive detenuiued to pursue, W'a.s authorised in the 
case of Colonel Smitii, who was employed in watching the 
movements of a body of Mahratta horse, and who, in the event 
of the fehewtil of hostilities, was orapowered, if reduced to 
^ the utmost extremity/' to " mahe terms with the tualcoa- 
tents/' 
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have taughty that military combination, if 
fhtnly resiated^ will not be alwi^ stmeessful, and 
they have establisbed'-a feernit ' and broad rule of 
precedent, from which no Goeimment, however 
weak, will hereafter dare to* depart 

The parfrog and friendly advice to the army, 
and to the Government, with which CoioiMd’Mid> 
cdm concludes the first part of bis Publkation, 
might afford ground for more detailed comment 
than it is our wish to enter on. We shall only 
notice the concluding passage of the counsel to 
the army, where they are told, that the “ last, and 
“ worst of all,” the evils of Mutiny, is the giving 
** popularity and character to those theydeem their 
“ eTiemies.” We conclude that it is not the in- 
tention of Colonel Malcolm that such expressions 
should be taken in their full sense: but they are a 
specimen of what we think a predominant feeling, 
strong “ in that moment as in ail the past.” 

We wish that Colonel Malcolm had, in the ad- 
vice which he coiifets <m the Government, been 
a Uttlamore specific as to the mode of making re- 
trenchments popular, by evidently shewing, that 
“ they arc necessary, and that they are equitably 
imposed on all classes.” This is required to be 
dime in a country where the frame of Government 
is iiecessdrily very different from what we are ac- 
cu^stomed (o in our native la^d; where no deli- 
berqi^g voice cqn be allowed to the inhabitants, 
and aUlli lass to the army. We think that Colonel 
Malcolm’s observations on this subject, however 
unintentionally, are a good deal calculated ad cap- 
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tandtmg or, to use a lOiMre homaly phrase^ hav$/|i 
great deal more s^iow ;thatt sttbstance. Cooler- 
able reductioBa have beeD lately made in Be!)ga4 
but “we have nevms^mderstood that -any pwtic^ar 
means of explanation or deliberation,. out of the 
usual course, were employed at that jPreaidency. 
ColoAeljMalcolm infijrms us that no man of com* 
** moh sense will doubt that a popular Governor 
“ may reconcile men to retrenchments.” Yet we 
have seen a mutiny produced in Bengal under the 
great Lord Clive, trom that very , cause. ILord 
Clive, too, then uniting tlic civil and military au* 
thority in his own person, had no Coinmander*in* 
Chief to clamor against, and misrepresent every 
act of his Government; he was also suppeurted by 
the decided unanimity of his Council, all of which 
advantages, on a late occasion, infinitely more 
trying than any difficulty Lord Clive was exposed 
to, were wanting.* 


* To present niisappri'lieuaion, wp think it right to record 
the imiiu's of Mr. Oakesi and Mr. Casainajor, the two Members 
of Council who firmly and meritoriously supported the ineasures 
of Sir (jr. Bariow, through the eventful crisis of the Mutiny. In 
doing so, those (ientleinen have established the most lasting 
claims to public gratitude. 

Colonel Malcolm having adverted to the name of a higher 
respected and dbtinguished Otficer (,General Maitland, late Go- 
vernor of Ceylon), we may be allowed to observe, that the situa- 
tion of the Governor of Ceyfon bears no analogy whatever to 
that of the Governor of Madras. Hie Governor of Ceylon 
unites in his own person the most absolute civil and military 
pow<irs, and froiv dm limited extent of the island every inhabitant,' 
civil and military, is almost under his immediate eye. The whole 
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^ Having, yre think .^proved die moat material of 
the premises contained in the 'first part of .Colonel 
Malcolm’s Publication., to be r^cally. wrong, we 
need not n>ake much farther oSservation ao.to the 
cottclusioms drawn from those premises. We are 
however, induced to. insert at length the last pas- 
sage but one, in the part of the pamphlet to .Which 
we are now referring. < Colonel Malcolm saj'S* “ It 
“ will be ascribed to tlie unbending temper of Sir 
“ George Barlow, that be did not perceive the 
“ probability of amnesty being at length granted, 
“ after open resistance, by the humanity of the 
“ British Administration in India and England, 
** almost as general as that of which, before the 
“sword was drawn, he treated the proposal as 
every thing but a crime.” 

Did we not know the whole temper of Col. Mal- 
colm’s statement we might have been disposed to 
construe the above into a sarcastic remark, on the 
proceedings of the Supreme Government of India, 
and of the Governnient' of tliis countiy, relative to 
the Mutiny at Madras. The remark in that view 
would be assuredly unjust ; but it is not less so in 
the view in which it is intended that it should be 
taken. li is impossible for the power of language 
to, convey, in terms more strong than Lord JMinto 
has done, his warmest approbation of. every part 


niiifibn of troops io Ceylon does not, we believe, exceed 3 or 
•tOO^N^en ; sod the permanent revenues of the island dd not, 
heiim, much exceed the amount of the nduetiofu lately 
made at Madras. 
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of the conduct pursued by Sir G. Barlow, Tlie 
Court of Directors hatein Kke' ibatmer been as 
strong as possible ijr their comthendation, icnd in 
the solemn assurances of their support. The 
Court, in theiiTctter of the'15th Sfeptemb'dr, 1‘809, 
addressed to the Government of Madfas, aftet a 
careful consideration of the proceedings ''Rrhich 
had then-occurred, say,- “ We shall conclude olir 
“ observations and decisions on this important 
reference by recording, asan act of justice, otir 
“ complete and decided approbation of the con- 
“ duct of our Governor in Council of Fort St. 
“ (,/oorge, with respect to Lient.-Gen. Macdow&Il, 
“ under circumstances of peculiar difficulty, in 
“ which they api)ear to have shewn no less' mode- 
“ ration and temper in their several discussions 
“ with the Commander-in-Chief, than prompti- 
“ tudo, energy, and tirmness in stipporting the 
“ just authority of Government.” In their letter 
of the 29th September, 1809, the Court say, 
“ \Vc cannot conclude without expressing onr 
“ high approbation of the firmness and temper 
“ with which you have maintained tlie just au- 
“ lliority and dignity of Government amidst very 
“ unusual oppositions and difficulties; and whilst 
“ you continue thiw to dischairge your public du- 
“ tics, you may depend npoh our support.” 
The Court, in a letter of the 9th February, 1810, 
observe, “ It now only remains for us to record 
“ the high sense we entertain of that firmness, 
energy, and wisdom by which the conduct of 
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the Governor-General and of your Government 
has been distinguished throughout the whole of 
** this most unhappy, di|Sc\}lt, and dangerous 
crisis of our afi^irs; and to assure you that we 
shall continue to afford ever^r support in our 
power to your honorable and meritorious public 
“ exertions." There are other passages in the 
dispatches of the Court of Directors full of similar 
commendations, and the whole tenor of those 
manly, energetic compositions, are such as to re- 
flect lasting honor ou their authors. If there have 
been occasional aberrations from the high, digni- 
fied tone which distinguishes the above dispatches, 
they are but occasional, and do not affect the 
Arm foundation on which the sbntiments they 
convey immutably rest. To expect perfect una- 
nimity on such a great question as that which has 
been lately agitating the public attention, and 
which is, above all otliers, calculated to call forth 
the interests, the passions and prejudices of au 
extended circle, would be to expect a degree of 
excellence incompatible with tlie , infirmity of hu- 
man nature. 

If it is the intention of Colonel Malcolm to in- 
fer that tlic measures of the Government of Ma- 
dras have been “ virtually disavowed," because 
most of the Officers suspicuded by the General 
Orders of the Ist of May, 1809> have been re- 
stored by the Court of Directors, it may be well 
to r^r to the Resolutions passed by the Court on 
th'a'lt subject, as the terms of those llesblutioas 
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convey as strong an approval of the act of suspen- 
sion as it was possible to record. The Court of 
Directors have added to their Resolution, that the 
Officers in question are only to be permitted to 
return to India ** when the Court shall have de- 
“ dared their opinion that the complete restora- 
** tibn of order and military subordination at Ma- 
dras shall have rendered such a measure justi- 
“ fiable, and consistent with that support which 
it is the patamount duty and determination of 
“ the Court, at all times, to give to the civil 
•* authorities.” 

Having inserted this part of the Court’s Reso- 
lution, we shall now state that we have done So 
with no invidious purpose; but have satisfaction 
in adding, from an unquestionable source, that 
.Sir (J. Barlow has, with the magnanimity belong- 
ing to him, taken the earliest opportunity of de- 
claring his judgment, that from the trauquillitj 
which now happily prevails in the Army of India, 
all obstacle has ceased to' the immediate return of 
the restored Officers to their duty*. 


* What has been stated above must be suiHcient, we think, to 
lay open the kind of grounds on which Colonel Malcolm has en- 
deavoured to establish a “ disavowal” of the proceedings of the 
C.ovemment of Maefras. If it had been quite otherwise, and if 
the measures of that Govermnent, instead of being warmly 
applauded and coafinned, had terasmated in a imilt the op- 
posite of this, still such a termination would not liave given 

absolute grounds to infer that those measures were in tliemselvcs 
wrong. .\ll tliat a subordinate authority can do. is to follow the 
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line of proceeding which may seem, in its judgment, most con- 
ducive to the public interests ; hut though that course may have 
been perfectly wise and proper, various circumstances may arise 
to occasion counteraction on the part of the ruling power, for 
which that power will alone be responsible. It seems to have 
escaped the attention of Colonel Malcolm, that notwithstanding 
Pamphler, “ the open, military, and manly conduct of Lord Clive," lie was 
supported in his measures ; and wc find him vehemently com- 
plaining of the total abandonment of them. Lord Clive, in con- 
cluding his celebrated speech, in the House of Commons, in 
1772 , stated — ** After the Court of Directors had, in the highest 
“ terms, approved of the l onduct of that Committee who le- 
stored tranquillity to Bengal ; who had restored a Government 
“of anarchy and confusion to good order; who had made a 
“ peace with Suja Dowla, by which they obtained upwards of 
“ six hundred thousand pounds for the Company ; who had 
“ quelled both a civil and a military mutiny ; who had re- 
“established discipline and subordination in the aimy; who 
“ had obtained the Dewamiy of Bengal, Bahar, ami Oii-sa. 

“ and which produced to the Company a net iiicomp ol’ one 
“ niiilion three hundred thousand poumi.^ ; who had paal <df 
“ the greatest part of a bond debt in Bengal, amounting to near 
“ nine hundred thousand pounds ; who had left the treaMiry in 
“ such a driW'ing state, that they drew fewer no bills upon the Coni- 
“ paiiy at ; w ho laid the foundation of investments so large 
“ as were never before known or heard of; mid wiiohad, by these 
“ means, enabled the Company to assist Government with four 
“ hundred tli(».;isand pounds a-year, and to make an encrease of 
“ dividend to the Stockholders of two hundred thousand pounds. 

“ One would imagine, that the Court of Directors would have 
“ supported a system of government which had been so very 
“ successful. But they acted upon very different principles ; 

“ they dropped the prosecutions against tiiose gentlemen in 
“ Ben|^, whose conduct the Coinmiltee had censured, and 
“ fully represented* Thus they gave a slab to their own vitals. 

“ Scorn that instant tliey destroyed their own power abroad, and 
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erased from the minds of their servants in India every whoie- 
‘‘ some regulation which the Committee liad established. The 
" servants abroad were in anxious suspence to learn whether 
‘‘ they were punisliable or not for misconduct. The lenity or 
w eakness of the Court of Directors removed the doubts. From 
“ that instant all covenants were forgotten, or only looked upon 
as so many sheets of blank paper ; and li oiii that instajit began 
“ tliat relaxation oi Government so much now complained of, 
aiwl so much still t<i be dreaded. 

Their next step was to destroy the pow'crs of that Com- 
luitlce, whose conduct they with reason so highly approved 
of. They divided the powers; they gave half to theCouncil. 
‘‘ and left the other half with the Committee. The consequence 
“ was, the Council and Committee liecaine di;>tracted by alter- 
“ cations and disputes f(»r power, and have ever since been at 
** vaiiyue<‘, to the great detriment of the service. The Court of 
“ DinM'tor^, as if this was not enough, restored to the service 
“ almost t;vei Y < ivil and military transgressor who had been dis- 
“ aii-j'cd; nay, they rewarded some of them, by allowing them a 
‘ i ontamalioii i>f tlirir rank all the lime they w'cie in England." 

Tiie above has been quoted without any reference to the latq 
di'«cu'iMons; but >trouger proof can hardly he given of the tai* 
lacy of the course of rca.soiiing wliich Colonel Malcolm (con- 
tiary, we should have thought, to the dictates of Ins own clear 
fiuderstaiiding and experience;, Iia.s been induced to pursue. 




We liavc ill llio piocodintj part of tliosc Obser- 
vations taken a view ol' Colonel Malcolm’s opi- 
nions regard iiiii’ the {i^cneral events of the late 
Afutiny.at Madras; and we shall now proceed to 
•state some observations on what is termed the 
SfiiTathv of that Oilicer, being the part particu- 
larly rcferrible to Colonel Malcolm’s own conduct. 
Jf Colonel Malcolm had confined himself to an ex- 
position of' his motives of action, we should have 
gladly spared ourselves the task of larther com- 
iricnt ; we should have allowed the statement of 
that Ofliccr to speak its own language; and though 
we might have difiered widely as to the course of 
proceeding pursued, or recommended -to be pur- 
•sued, by Colonel Malcolm, we shouhl have looked 
with respect to the jn inciplcs of public zeal, by 
which we have no doubt that Olficcr, however 
mistaken his piiiiciples may have been, was ac- 
tuated. The opinions of Colonel Malcolm 'liave. 
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liowcvor, Iiitlic second, as in llie first part, of Iila 
publication, taken a mucli more comprehensive 
range, than the narrow view of personal justifica- 
tit)n: and the sliaits have been scattered, if not 
wilh discrimination, at least, with profusion. 
In that part to which our attention nas been al- 
ready (1irc'!l ed, Colonel Malcolm appears, from tlic , 
credit he has given to the vague statements of 
anonymous Writers, to ha\e greatly overlooked 
the excellent rule adopted by Sir William Jones, 
of requiring evidence for all assertions.** In 
the ]>ait wliicli we shall now consider as sliortly as 
po.sih!(*, there is more Veforenee to testimony; 
bnl, contrary to the usual ^'Oiirse of reasoning, 
the le^timoii}, in a great measure, contradicts the 
in^c^el^ee.^ drawn from it, as we think any one who 
attentively peruses Colonel Malcolm’s Narrative 
v/i!l have no difliciilly in discovering, 

I'he scene of tlie Narrative o])ens at IJombay ; 
whence Colonel Malcolm appears, in April, 
1809, to ha\e addressed letters to diflerent distiii- 
gii;:lte(i personages, giving his sentiments on the 
smte (‘i’afiairs at tiuit period at Madras. Colonel 
MeJeolni appears, by his own account, to have 
founded his opinions on “ exaggerated reports,** 
and to have been very imperfectly informed of 
‘‘ what had occurred:*' but he, notwithstanding, 
pronounces with a degree of confidence, which no- 
thing but the most accurate information could well 
justify, his seiitiincuts, as to the weighty matters 
which were then at the distance of about a 


u 
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lliousand miles, occupying the deliberate attention ' 
of the Govcniincnt of Fort St. George. Without 
any j)arti(*ul:ir reference to tlie inflammatory con- 
duct of General Macdowall, or to the otlicr nu- 
merous collateral circumstances, to which we liavc 
already hail occasion to advert, it is roundly stated 
in a letter addressed to Lord \\\dlcsl(‘y, in Eng- 
land, tliat, Ah the rcibrms which Sir (i, Barlow p.impi.ir 
“ ihoiiglit it Ihs (Inly to make, might ha\e been 
made without gi\ing rise to any serious iliscon- 
tcut, il'he hail proceeded with that caution, and 
tliat at I cm ion, to l!ie temper of men, whf(‘h the 
sitiiatiim in which heibuud the army reipiiied/* 
Colonel a\Iaic<)!m proceeds to say, — All these 
were subjects worthy < r consideration ; and re- 
Javalion froiii a se\ere 'Vstem, til! an insubordi- 
‘‘ iiatc s|’/irit svas somewiial subilued, and the 
‘‘ ruling authorliy fortified, would luive not merely 
‘M)een warranted, but June been Avisc. At all 
e\ents, the means o'* supprcssnig a disposition 
to \iolenee should have been correctly calcu- 
‘‘ lated, before !l was provi/kcd f'> action. This, 

1 fear, has not b 'en the c:' e; and it is most dif- 
“ ficult to discover any means by which such a ge- 
ncral spirit of discontent, as that which now ex- 
“ ists, can be re{)rcssed.” Colonel jM.ih dm adds, 

‘‘ It will probably, if met witli a firm and dignified 
spirit ol‘ conciliation, correct itself’' 

From the circumstancos coiitessedly attending 
these communications, they cannot claim much 
weight i and we notice them only as cxliiliiting 
¥2 
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tlir oiilline of that system to ^vhIch Colonel Mal- 
colm, in the midst of proofs innunicM-able of its 
iiMer danger and impracticability, continued with 
gicat j)erscvcrancc to adhere; we notice tlicm as 
the cradle which rocked those infant opinions that 
afterwards grew to greater stature. We shall only 
hero observe, that although “ a disposition tovio- 
lence ” was assuredly not provoked to action*' 
by tlie (iovenmeut^ wc at least hope, that any 
fear,” which Colonel Malcolm may liave had, 
.as to the Government beiiig taken by surprist', 
will have been ])roved, by the sccpicl, to have been 
quite iniuecessary,* 

* Tlic li'ttiMs <jiiot(‘(i 111 tlio first jnnt of Col. l^Iafcohifs Nar- 
sfs’Hi to Ihivc hc(‘ii <*ntirt*lv private; and coiisidoraMe al- 
lovv;m( 4* i', 1<f lu' iirido for the freedom of private communica- 
tion. Iiut in tlif shape in v^hii li they arc now i;i\eii to the pub- 
lic, th(v ‘l^■»ulllc <|ui(ca <li(lenmt charactci ; and iVomthe teimr 
of lIiO'L* paj>crs, ti»o pioprirfy of tlieir j>uMicwliou in sucli a 
shape, sc< riis iiiojc tlian quostioiiahle. I''.nt<‘i in^ lully, as we 
may <io, mto liic fetlinusof a person dc>iious of ])la(‘iiij; hini< 
self in tin- most favorahh* vi< w, we doubt, more lljan doubt, the. 
piopiiclv of such a disc Insure of roiifidnitial corifenmces ami 
opbmms as vve fimi inbwipcrsed in various paits of (Jol. Mai 
colm s Kaii.tiive. Still more doubtful art* we of such a couise 
of proccediux, when it is calculated to hold u]) to popular ami 
Uiidcicrved odium, mcrilonoiis Otfn-ers, W'ho, wen* at a time of 
f^reat public dan^Tr, exerlinrr tlicHisrfvPS to the best of theif 
jud;rmi‘nt and al»ility, in tlie service of the Clovcriiniciit, tlu u 
placed in tl*<' mr)st critical eircuinstiiiucs— ■ yv^e. 

'J'lds is so nnsiiitaide t<» that )L;cn(*iosity of mimi, 
which we believe Colonel Mah'oliii to possess, that we cminot 
doiiltt, tlial in a calmer uioiiicut, it will receive his own ecu- 
4cm ir.it ion. 
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Colonel Malcoljn arrivcfl at l^fadras from Bom- 
bay about the middle of May, 180 !), at which 
period the discontents were Iiaslening fast to the 
crisis of the Mutiny which afterwards ensued. 

I'Vom his arrival at Madras, until tiie revolt which 
broke out at IMasulipatam, in the end of June, 
Colonel Malcolm appears to have been cliietly en- 
gaged in devising plans of accommodation with 
the army, to all which plans it is ajtpareni, irom the 
account iK t’ore us, that Sir (J. Barlow’ gave the 
most patient and jnature attention ; and, if he dif- 
fered, which he diametricidly did, in regard to 
the measures strenuously urged hy Col. Malcolm, 
it is olnions that he did so Iroin no hasty impulse, 
but from the cafin coiivictiou of those measures 
being radically incompatible with the public inte- 
rests or sati’ly. Colonel J\laleolin intoj'ins us that 
he “ not OIK e, but a hundred times, re])eatcd to CaniphH, 
Sir(i. Bariow,’* that they (the Arinv ) had “ a * ” 

“ more serious (piarrel than that with Ciovern- 
“• luciit— tliey had (juarrcllod with themselves; 

and, uide'^s ho could ado])l some measure that 
“ woidd rofMOiV' them to their own good opinion, 

“ every attempt to eslablisii order and suhordina- 
“ tion would bo vain, as they were goaded oJi to 
“ further guilt hv a torturing sense of that into 
wliicli tlu'V hiul alrt*:i'ly In [)ursuing 

tlio schemes intended lo settle this kind oi' meta- 
physical ([inirrel, and to “ reconcile men to them- 
selves,” v^c think that Colonel Malcolm very 
iitiich overlooked those outrages, whiclj theautho- 
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rityoftheGovernment had been long, and was tlicn 
daily cx])oricncing. The Address whicli Colonel 
Malcolm proposed, on this occasion, to he pre- 
sented to the Governinent, will be read with dil- 
fjreut feelings, according as the Reader is more 
or is less impressed with the importaticc of every 
Government holding high its])owor, and with the 
danger of a Government descending to the oxpe- 
• liciit of courting an Address from an army standing 
on the verge of Mutiny, an Address, too, couciied 
in terms far from rosj)eclftd, and conveying in 
something more than the ohiicpie language of in- 
sinuation, a juetty strong Vomh-mnation of the 
public measures. If such an Address had Uceu 
voluntarily projmsed by a considmable j)art of the 
princi})al Oflicers in the army, it might ))erhaps 
have been a question, wbether, in the critiial stale 
t)f matters at that time, it should, or should not, 
have been received. But truly, wo s('e do cause to 
concur in the blame which Colonel Malcolm is wil- 
ling to attach to Sir G. Barlow, because he would 
not lend himself to the measure of .V(v//y/g an Ad- 
dress, w'hich itwoidd hardly have been compatible 
with the character of' the Government, under any 
circumstai.'‘es, to rocei\e. Supjmsing, too, every 
objection of this kind to be got over, the attempt 
was tq be made witho>'t the least solid assurance 
of success, w hile, on tbo contrary, to judge from 
the failure of tiie conciliatory cflbrts which the 
(iovernnicut bad Letbre made, and from the ge- 
neral phrenzy w hich Colonel IMalcolm repeatedly 
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describes as then prevailing in llic army, tliero ap- 
pears to be the strongest reason to believe that it 
would have ended in comjdolc disap])()iiitment, 
and would ha\e been, to use Colonel ^lalcolni’s 
words, “ 1 real cd with scorn,” a scorn, loo, the 
more injurious, as it is impossible to say tliat it 
Avould not have been somewhat deserve<i. Colonel 
jMalcolni, indeed, tells us, — “ I also tuck every 
pains to satisly his (Sir (J. Barlow’s) mind, that 
“ it should never be known, that he had been con- 
“ suited on ihe subject.” We need not, however, 
recur to very remote e\j)erit'ncc to know, that 
secrets of that kind are tfoin some accident or 
other not easily kept; and we are not siir- 
jrrized that Sir (/. "Barlow shoidd'havc lelt hesita- 
tion ill staking the re[)utation and safety of the 
Covernment on the chance of any such contingen- 
cy, im (living, as that contingency did, a long train 
of other almost insujicrable obstacles, and even- 
tually, ill oiir jiid<;mont,a scries of the most perni- 
cious coiisc.'pieiices.^ 

* r<n- i!h‘ ii.iiiifMli.ilt* nlt UMiir wf tli<^ Header, we have 
il [tUJjJx'i loiiKseil ('dhaiel MxiletdBi’-' pi'()i>0>eil Addivs-s, 
as tdlhiws ; 

“ ll'ie \di(ler^i»ued C^theers df llu* Madras obtal li'-hnienl^ 
“ Inial, ihiitliie \er\ cvlraoidijias y and unpieeedenled ^ituatiod 
ill wliif*!i we aie jdaced, I)n M,m< n-teiit ueeiiiieiKt s, Will 
plead d'lr e\eiiM‘ lor an Add re-", wliieli h;’S-iif» ohjeel l»id 

** that ol \ iiidjealiiJi; ouibelves, as a hod>, tVoiiMlm»(‘ ."eiiou<: 
“ iiii|mtalioii" towhieli we<o:uei\oll possible we uu\ heeoint' 
** liable, tVoin the iiatiue. oi' ia(e proroediii^." in ihe akin> to 
“ wliifli we hch'tii'; ami to ibbUl our dc\oted aile^riaruo to our 
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Respecting, as we do, the talents of Colonel 
Malcolm, w'e must view with surprize, the impor- 
tunate eagerness with which the scheme, to which 
we have been referring, appears to have been 
pressed on Sir G. Barlow’s attention. We are, in- 
deed, at a loss to reconcile the kind of empiricism 
which is evinced in this and other parts of the 


King, our unuhornlile atUiclimenI lo our counfry, and our 
** consoquont ro'^pccl and submission to llic laws and acts of 
** that local (lovernniciit under which \\c are placed, and wliost? 
** commands it is our duty, under all circumstances, to obey, as 
** those of a legitimate branch of the Constitution of our 
country. 

It would be painful to retrace all tliose events wliicb liave 
** led to the jiresent unhappy slate of feeling in the army, and 
have compelled Clovernineiit to those measures v^lli^h it has 
‘‘judged proper to adopt: we shall therefore content onrsilxes 
“with expressing onr conviction, that, however far Ihev inicjit 
“ have been carried hy the warmth of the monu nI, none of our 
“ brother Olhcers who were concerned in those proceedings 
“ which ha\e been deemed so reprehensible by (jlo\(‘iniuent, ever 
“ harboured an idea in their minds tliat was irreeoneileahlc to 
“ their allegiance, as sulijects, or their duty, as soldiers. Go- 
“ veriiineiil must be fully acquainted with the rise and progress 
“ of all the ])rocee<lings to whicli we aliiulc, and can refer to its 
“ true eaubc any apparent exce.ss, either in expression or act, 
“ that may have marked the conduct of any individualsf: and it 
** will, v\e are assured, separate 'actions, w'hich have their motive 
“ in generou.s ami honorable, though iiiistakeii, feeling, fVom 
“ any deliberate design of showing a spirit of contumely and 
“ ifisidiordination to tlrat authority which it is their duty to 
“ obey, and whose orders they could nev^er dispute, without a 
“ total sacrifice of their character^ an good soldiers and loyal 
“ subjecla: and wc feel perfectly salislicd, there is not one Otlieer 
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Narrative before us, with that practical knowledge 
of public allairs which we believe Colonel Mal- 
colm to possess. We will venture to say, that it 
is the part of every wise Government to adhere as 
closely as possible to established j)rinciples, and to 
j)rcler, in all practicable cases, the beaten path of 
ex])erience to the airy regions of theory. Such is 


ill fltis in my who Mould not sooner loose liis life fhmi forfeit 
“ ln\ eluini to sucli elierishcd distinctions. 

** We eaniiot have adoiiht Init it must have hern willi extreme 
reinclanee that (iovoriiuii at lla^ adopted the iiKMMiie.-) it lias 
“ done, ai^aiiist those of onr brother Otiieers who lane more 
“ partieulaily iueurred its displeasiire, from the forwjird sham 
** tli(‘\ tool., or Mere supposed to take, in the I'nx eedni'is mIiIcIi 
** liau* r|U‘t with its disapprobation ; and lliou.nli we never c.iii 
“ j»it‘^iime to (piestion, in any shape, the acts of that (ioveiii- 
“ meiit whirh it is our <hily t<> obey, it is impos^ihle for us to 
*• ( <iijlemplate the present situation <>f tlurse OKieers without 
“ seiiiMiients of the ileepest coneem; and when we relleel «‘ii 
‘‘ the General hiyli loputation, and the well im iiied distinelico, 
“ whith some of them ha\e, h\ their Nalour an<l ahihiv, ( h- 
“ taim'd in the public sen ice, we should he unjust to thcclurac- 
** teis of our superiors, both in India and Kni»iand, if we did 
*' not entertain a hope, that their ca'-e would iiu«’t wiih a f.nor- 
“ able and induii'ent coiisitieraliou. iiul we led restiaimd 
“ from dwelling upon this .subject, as we aie aware its \ei^ im ii- 
lion niii^ht bo <!ecni( d improper in an Address, the i^ieat and 
“ sole object of wliicii is to coriect luisappieliendoii, and to 
conxev a solemn assurance of our coutmued and unalterable 
“ adherence to the same ]>riiieiples of Io\alt\ and aitaelniient to 
our Kiuj; and country, and of respect and obedience to the 
“ (jlovermnent we serve, that ha\e ever dislini^uislied the aiiny 
** to which we bi-luni;.*' 
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the foundation on which every great empire must 
rest, and such the rule by which every great 
statesman will be guided. But throughout the 
opinions expressed by Colonel Malcolm, we see, 
with regret, a species of crusade declared against 
the “ bug-hear principle of consistency,” and 
every thing like “ common rule,” and a “ refer- 
“ ence to general principles, or to precedent,” is 
treated with almost bigotted intolerance. These 
opinions, too, we find reiterated in defiance of the 
most complete demonstration, that it was only by 
firm adherence to consistency of principle, united 
with the due exercise of vigor and discretion, that 
the (lovernment was enabled, in the midst of the 
most imposing dangers, to preserve its power im- 
impaired, and to restore the tranquillity wdiich 
now happily prevails in the establishments, Mili- 
tarjf and Civil, under its control. 

Accounts of the Mutiny at Masulipatam readied 
Madras about the end of June, 1809. 'I'liis event 
Colonel Malcolm, without any qualification Iroiu 
preceding circumstances, or the notoriously insub- 
ordinate state in whichlheGarrison of Masulipatam 
had long been, at once ascribes to “ an imprudent 
“ measure of Government.” The circumstances 
are, however, more distinctly, and more justly 
slated, in the dispatch of the Government of Ma- 
dras. Tlie Government observes,— “ Lieut.-C’ol. 
“ Innes found it necessary, inimcdiatdy en ns- 
“ suming the command of Masulipatam, to exert 
“ his authority in checking the intemperate pro- 
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•* ceedings of his Officers. The violent and dis- Scpt. )so9, 
respectful conduct of Lieutenants Lorbes and CoiumitUe 
‘ Maitland at the mess of the Regiment, on the 
evening of Lieut-Col. Innes’s arrival, obliged 
liim to recommend to the OHicer commanding 
the army in Chief, the measure of marking their 
‘ misconduct, by detaching the former to a -rc- 
mote station, and suggesting the removal of the 
■' latter from the situation of Quarter-master ; the 
Officers aftected to consider this measure as an 
act of unmerited rigor, derogatory to the cha- 
‘ racter of the regiment, and of the-service. 

“ About this time an urgent application was 
received by us from the Naval Commander-in- 
“ Chief, for the sert'ices of one hundred Kuro- 
pean?, to act for a time as marines on board of 
His Majesty’s ships. It had for some years 
been customary to detach parties of troops^) 

■‘«crvc as murines on board of His Majesty’s 
ships, when re(}uire(l by tlie exigencies of the 
public service. Orders liad, however, been rc- 
“ cently received from His Royal Highness the 
Duke of York, proliibiting the einjdoyment of 
“ His Majesty’s troops on that duty, exccjJtingin 
cases of the greatest emergency. His Maji'sty’s 
regiment had for some years furnished the par- 
“ ties required for this duty, and several of those 
“ parties had been nearly tvro years detached 
“ f rom their corps. The Madras European regi- 
“ ment had been long unemployed, and the scr. 

“ vices of the whole corps were not required at 
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“ Masulipatam; we determined, therefore, to 
“ comply at once with the urgent application of 
“ (he Naval Coinmander-in-Chief, and the orders 
“ of His Iloyal Iligness the Duke of York, by di- 
** rectiiig a detachment from the Madras Euro- 
“ pean regiment, of three 0/Hcers, and one hun- 
“ dred men, to embark on His Majesty’s ships, 
“ The ships of war inteiulod to reeeive tliose men 
“ arrived at Masulipatam on tlie 24th June. 

“ The Olficers of the l-'iiropcan regiment 
“ being prepared for Alutiny by the concurring 
“ causes already described, n solvcd to avail 
“ themselves of this opportunity to execute their 
“ purpose ; and to obtain the co-operation of their 
** men, they j)ersuaded the men that the embark- 
“ ation of the detachment w'asonly a preliminary 
“ step to breaking the regiment, and transferring 
“^le intn to tlie navy. They assured tlie men 
“ that it was their intention to resist this unjust 
“ and oj)pressive act of tlie Cto\ernment, and call- 
“ ed upon them in return to support their Oflicers. 

“ A deputation from the Ollieers of tlie garrison 
“ waited upon (Joionel Irmes ; informed him of 
“ their determination to resist the orders for the 
“ embarkation of the detachment, recommended to 
“ him to wait the result of a reference to Madras 
“ on the subject, and proceeded, on being ap- 
“ prized' of his determination to execute the or- 
“ dors of the Government, to place him in close 
“ arrest. Major Storey of the I'dh Regiment of 
“ Native Inlimtry, the Officer next in seniority ati 



77 


** Masulipatam, assumed the command of the gar- 
risen, to obviate as he pretended, the dangerous 
consequences whicli would have resulted from 
“ an attempt to enforce the embarkation oftlie de- 
“ tachment. It has been ascertained, that the 
“ whole of this proceeding had been concerted and 
“ communicated to the rest of the army some time 
previous to the period of its execution.” 

The idea of disbanding the European regiment 
at Masulipatam appears to have been, not in tlie 
remotest degree, in the contcmplaticaa of the Go- 
vernment of ]\radras. Hut su]){)osing that such 
had been the intention, Lonl Minto observes, “ It j.„r,i jf,-,,. 
“ will sound strange in England, that a garrison 
“ should mutiny, and ])ut their commanding Offi- 
“ ccr in arrest, and take possession of the fortress 
with which they arc charged, and that a whole 
“ army should revolt in its liivour against the f5ro- 
“ vernment it serves, because it might be in con- 
“ tcmplation to reduce a corps of a particular de- 
“ scrlption."* 


* Coloni l Malcolm appears to have rrcommcmlcd, ia a pri- 
vate letter addressed to the Governor’s Militarj Seerctarj’, that pamplilct, 
tlie order tor eiiibarkiiig a part of the European regiment on Ut- 
boaid III'- M jjpstj’s ships, should not be dispatched. We deem 
it itiineccssary to examine in any detail, the subject of lliat letter. 

Blit we shall generally observe, that the army had been during 
many months, advancing from one to another step in the course 
of sedition ; and that matters had conic to that crisis when the 
Govemiiient was called on, either to maintain vigorously and ef- 
fectually, the powers belonging to it, or to surrender those powr- 
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On the receipt of the intelligence from Masuli- 
patam, it was decided, on Colonel Malcolm’s own 
suggestion, to depute him to take the command of 
that garrison. The motives which led to this 
nomination, ap})car to have been highly ju- 
dicious, and the “ warmth of zeal” with which 
Colonel Malcolm offered to proceed on this duty, 
perfectly accords with the ardor of character 
which he has evinced on many public and impor- 
tant occasions. Appreciating as we do the worth 
of public zeal, guided by ability and integrity 
of mind, we should be glad here to close the 
subject with a tribute of pi aisc, ’sincerely given, as 
we believe it truly deserved. But the proceeding 
of Colonel Malcolm at MasuHpatam, forms too pro- 
minent a feature in the publication which we ha\ e 

into (hr hands of (ho««€, wJto, hv an unnatural state of thiu^is, 
Jiad become its adversaries. Supposing that the (Joverniiioiit 
could have reconciled itself to (he hiinihled state of holding a 
mere iioininaljuri.Mliciion over the army, aiul should liuve ti- 
midly shrunk from the duty* of issuing orders, lest those orders 
should have been disobeyed, there could not lia^e been the 
lesist reason to liope, from the lawless violence then almost uni- 
versally prevalent, that even this nominal appendage of autho- 
rity would have been permitted to remain. To use the 
words of the unfortunate Monarch, Charles the First, — “I'Jiesc 
** twigs would not long flourish when the stock on which tiiey 

grew was dead.*' 

The fear expressed in Colonel MalcoIm*s letter, that the gar- 
rison of Masulipafam might, in consequence of the stated order, 
be hilnied by a sudden imjndse, to further extremities, rested 
on no foundation, it having been uscertained that the plan of 
the meeting ** had been concerted and communicated to the rest 
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been called to consider, not to require some ob- 
servations regarding it. 

One of the most authentic sources to which re- 
ferfence can be made for a distincj: exposition of 
the views conne'eted with Colonel Malcolm’s ap- 
pointment, is the oflicial Report addressed by that 
Officer to Sir G. Barlow, after his return fr^m Ma- 
sulipatam, as the circumstances referrible to Sir 
G. Barlow himselft may be considefqd> from the 
nature of that communication, to have received, in 
some degree, the sanction of his concuQ'cnce. The 
following extract of that Report gives, accord- 
ingly, a distinct view of the feelings and inten- 
tions of Sir G. Barlow, at tlie period of Colonel 
Malcdm’s departure. Sir G. Barlow repased in 


** of the iirmy soin<‘ titiio previous to its execution/' In addi- 
tion to tlic 'lulhority of llie (*o\cnur.cnt on tiii^ j)oint, ve liave 
the aatlioiity of Colonel Malcolm fiimsclf; ^^hu, in a letter to 
Sii'iTJ. Barlow, wiillen the day afier liis arrival at Masuiipataiu 
(5lli July), expressly says; “ The question of the marines, and 
the removal of .some of the Officers, had, I find, (for tfiey 
ha\e shoMii me all their paj>er.s,) bet'ii anticipated by the other 
Stations; ajid l!ie opposition licre uasih part by instruction: 
ami siibscqurnt letters sufficiently show, tliat this case is no 
longer tliat oncj' nor of the garrison of aMasulipatam, but of 
« the whole army, and that they are most deeply pledged to the 
“ support of each otliet/' 

In such a state of things, it seems im]^.ssil)le for a moment 
to doubt, that if one prch'xt of overt llevolt hud been wanting, 
others would liave been spoeillly found, unless the Government 
was disposed to ^ticipate the further extrcmily, by mi implicit 
iUtrender, 


PaiBitiilot. 

i-,y. 
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Colonel Malcdnl the greatest confidence that if 
was possible to'placc In any public Officer j to him 
be “ cofltmitted the d%riity and'iritortests of Go-‘ 
verilnlent,” at aperlodofyery critical emci^e'ncy. 
1-be motives for'doingso are here explained; 'and 
while they -must appear in a High degree honoura- 
ble to Jlir G. Barlow, the circumstance of such a 
selection, at- such a time, certainly placed Colonel 
Malcolm' on a vejy conspicuous theatre bf public 
action. 


PamrIlVt, 

pagei? 


■ Colonel Malcolm states ; “ I was repeatedly as- 
‘ sured by you, at the last interview with' which 
‘ I was honoured, that you committed the dignity 
‘ and interests of Government (as Ikr as those 
*■ were implicated on this occasion,) into my hands 
‘ with perfect confidence, and that you ga^e me 
‘ the fullest latitude of action ; adding, that I was 
' fijlhp’ acquainted with your sentiments upon the 
’ whole suhjectlof the existing discontents among 
‘ the Officers of the Company's army. I certainly 
‘ was, from the confidence with which you ho- 

■ Uoured me, fully aware of your sentiments. I 

■ knew that you were most solicitous to allay the 
• ferment that had arisen in the army, and tliat 


“you were Mthat moment resolved to use every ’ 
“ meads in yb^ power to cfifect dial object,’ but 
“Wfeh as ybtt'dfeenied' derogatory to thfehbhinir 
“ and Signify bf*fhe Government' with whidi yon 
“•Wjpfe charged. '‘Ydu re^rded,’ ! 'knew, the 'oc- 
“ ctMiance bf a ftrpture'bbtwfeen'die state anddny’' 
“ pall of kii army, as otie bf thte in'oSf desp'bMdC 
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**.evi}»that coqld W|0* 

loept that «|ich,aii was delajHid of uit 
** tjl^te MnpQrljpce, aaij; gavc^ time il^r i[e8ection« 

**«|d tha action, of bdttar;iMu^rimd jl3:epgd)« 

** ened tllO hope ^t deludedmeo might yet re* 

‘‘ tpoi to that path o£ duty aad good order &om 
** which they had so widely departed.” 

Being vested with those discr^ipoary powers. 

Colonel Malcolm left Madras on the. and 
reached Masulipatam on the 4th July. 

We shall give a short view from Cdomel Mal-r pampUet, 
colm’s Correspondence and Journal of the events 
which occurred during the period of his cmnmand 
at Masulipatam. Having landed at that place, k 
became matter of violent discussbn rnnong the 
O^cefli, whether Colonel M^colm should be re- 
“ cognised, or not, as their Commaiiding Officer.'* 

After this discussion had continued five hours, 

Colonel Malcolm was at length allowed to assume 
the command, on the ground of persomd respect 
to his character. Colonel M^colm dined in the 
evening with the mess of the European regimeik, 
where inflammatory toasts were as usual given, 
to which, however, Colonel Malcolm did not ao> 
cede without certain modifications, proposed on 
the spur pf the occasion. , The Offices of the 
garrito^ on t|iMit,.day, and afterwards, pressed 
stfong^ toi^^ ftom, Colonel, Malcohit, .to<^ as- 
surance of #n ampesty tor. their ofiepces, which he 
firpHiy.refus^. Thet^pannakkiQswhlGhMow* 
ed j^ween Cplupel: Malcolm and the Office du** 
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ingthe period, of his >GOiiQ0wnd, became quite con- 
fidential on sid^ bott paictiea -under a mu- 
tual imderstandiogv’ timpairtiiig- idi papera 
and iplropioaed plana ^ proceeding. CSeiondi Mal- 
colm took etrery-Qppiortunityvverballyyand in writ- 
ing^-of hnpressingott theOfficers bett^ sentiments, 
by 8ppea}ing.1io,t}ieir reason, and by bringing in 
their ideV tbeidespnrate - circumstances in which 
they had ^placed . themselves* On the I5th July, 
.being the eleventh ds^ after Colonel Malcolm had 
.as^med the command of the garrison, an inci- 
dental occasion Was taken to inform publicly,- the 
raen'dr tlm European regiment, ** that it never 
waa in tihe contemplation of Covernment to dis- 
.‘‘‘.bqndor'disperse the corps.” Ube Address - de- 
livered on tins occasion to the regiment, not 
vishved without suspicion by many of the Offi- 
(Ceifsi. w^ho thought it “ caieulated to excite the 
** mCn t^inst • their Officers.” Two days after 
Colonel Malcolm was foriBally called on to give 
nn expiation disposition “ of the Govern- 
^'inentjof Madras to redress their grievances,”-*- 
it being signifieil that if he did not, “ the confi- 
jdnpcepf tbe garrison would be withdrawn from 
hhn i 4nU .they jrcittid consider themselveB re- 
** ieasod. from'aB ptomiws they had made.” ,.-Co- 
Jkmt'el downing to.make a.-‘''eommunica- 

tion wl^tbe;, natareireqjaii'Bd**' Mi .becqjne, next 

f !i|^ qf violent debatCj.- whqdier 

^g^rraiop shn^. ndt have “ rnc<^rse.'to.4mt»e- 
** fliate violenqe.*^ After “ a warm .diaenssinn^ibr 
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“ several houiV’ Jt was decided’ the 'Offi- 

cers “ to wait sixtdafs^ yub^tt, #*bey hawd fio- 
** thjn|f &]l|erabie to lopes, diey tneaot %o 
“ Idee as they ^ugh^ calculated to 

“ forward tbe<d)^t8th^ hadin.tdew.** ■ Colonel 
Malcolm rejected these resolutions as^t* tiodlfOg 
“ less than an open dedance;” and’iu an iqterview 
with two o£ the senior Offioerr» pt'ESi^ed many ar- 
guments on the sutyect. Colond h^dcolm says ; 
** I went hnmediately after this interview tp 
at the mess of the regiment, aod'Cstrimge io- 
“ consistency 1) received eveiy mark of respect 
“ and kindness from men who had bee^ debating 
“ all the morning whether they should .enter iitto a 
“ contest with me for the authority of the garri- 
son On the 19th it was again decided,' tip the 
ground of personal respect towards Colonel Mal- 
colm, that the Officers would, for a time,' abstain 
from any fiirther act of violence, “ unless a risetn 
“ other stations was to take place;” On •the-fol- 
lowing day General Pater tstpk the command of 
the garrison. About this time a Resolution was 
passed by the Officers, “ that the Gairison Com- 
“ mittee, which were mdbbish meetings cf the 
“ whole of the Officers, should be abolished, arid 
“ the proceedings to be entirely carried on by the 
“ eteven senior Officers, by whose judgment aft 
“ que8ti0«S"were in ftiture to be decided!.'* - 
Having’glveri'the above, wehppe,lmp'artitiJ out- 
line, -of the shsteof afi^rs at Masnlipatam, ‘While 
Coltmel Maleolm-heM the command, the reader 

fi 2 



j«ct: 

jawiog extract; o£.A,^{$patc|)} add^^sed. the 
Govesoment to. 3eorrt Committm of ; the 
CouftoifDu'ectofs. , , . . , ; 

Printed Pf’ntTliiu stfttediPn tb«t diq[>atc^; ■** On receiving the 
ter ~tH«hte]j%ettofe Jf£ the Aluitit^y, yrs appointed, laeute- 

vtmmcnt v^'WuAtCefcw^ Makiolm,iniW)u)se wd talents 
2J, ^^®;’<(?Iaria.erttterta«»cd, the fullest conndence, to the 
.a t kcT f " c®*da)aad of the hfodras European regime, ^t and 
iMh 'f tbeganim af Masulipatam, for the I^po?es of 
** re^etabUahing tl^ airthority of the Goyeri^ment 
.^*'e<ver.dsCitfiot>p^ enquiring into the causes p>f the 
land pj^ing, the most guilty pfjtbe of- 
feoden ibider arrest. Liciitenant-Qolonel Mai- 
** colm was not fuspisbed with any written insttuc- 
•^ 'tiQ 9 a.>;.^ijF.,'vasl(^>tohis discretion to adopt such 
■**iiaeMu^'as!circumstunce8 might render ad- 
'** TiaelUe^ wth the view to the accomplishment of 
'i^tihffihb}ddt8p£.bia:*depuU^ , . 

rLasutenaot-ColonelMalcolm immediately pro* 
ceededi by Aea to Masulipat^ : -pp his, arrival 
''f*^iie.fouBd:that tho (Mom pf ,% garfison had 
•(^ftihriaed themselyes rinjto a Clonupittpe^ in^j^hich 
#4tifevfeig^ Ofipy.>had:ptVofei>.< Jj!»j||,fi5aft^.^oar- 
prevail*^,: .Bw|,4t waa,^h 
u:**udiis^y.^td^h ptitSYAiN om^th^Qlleom toac- 

>'.• .^.Aacit iMsin^dp . 1 ^ the 

*' Government to dhband the European regiment, 



tB 

** it expeetecl thaf 

** cohh wodid hWe taftetf Hi*) eatiOest opp<Rrt«etit9^ 
** io dorntnanioflite to the men i aftd pub** 

** lie diskvov^at of that intention od the pari of the 
** Goveidmetit, and haVe employed the ^KiSt ste&> 
nuous exettioDs to recall the hien to>’a*seme of 
their duty, by imp^ensing upon tihex^miodisf'ihe 
** degree of guilt and danger in ttfaicb tbeit Offl. 
** cers, for purposes entirely personal tothelnselties, 
** had endeavoured to involve thenw* Itman^klso 
** expected, that Lieutenant-Oolondl MaUobi^ by 
establishing his influence anS authM’xty ovec tl^te 
** troops composing tlie garrison, would havn se» 
** cured their obedience, and by fchat*nfeatutibave 
** deprived the Officers of the power of* ptoibbut* 
*' ing their designs, and brought tbb icaklars to 
trial for theii mutinous conduct. ' «> . 

Licutenant'Colonel Midcolm appe3ni^‘ boVf'- 
** ever, to have adopted a course of proeeedii^ 
“ entirely different from that which wehad ioiTihw 
** in deputing him to Masullpatam, Ho abataunod 
** from making any direct communicationito the 
** men ; and When we aUtboiised hhn^ vntb the 
** view of detaching the troops irhm fhot chufle t>f 
their Officers, to proclaim a pardon to the £uro- 
** pean^d Native Soldiers for the part which they 
** rni^t hai^ tideCii in tile MutiUy, he jud^d it 
** withhold the pXnmtlgaltia o of 

the pardon, from an approhensiem (adotattd in 
* his }ei!hst<t^^dvt* P^ident, dated theldtli of 

' 4 * Tf*4 



**’jFuIyJ the' the Ettroljpeiri 

‘•‘OfflcftH aha’drivliij^ thdita^'to de^|JsSr. * '' ' ^' • 

iilife^sodiihle 'iofbieSrahbe 
“ ahit tb'iK^ %felih^ of ’Offldeifk, who 

had, b^jfKfeif actk c(f violence and a^^esdfon, 
** fdrfSited* dll dkiihs to stidh considei^tioh, tndy 
** "boftcei^di iib ascribed’ Lieiltenant-Coldnel 
in thd iestablisHmeitt of any 
** feffidfehfcdhfrbl dver 'the garrison'; and he ap- 
“ p^KIr^'to hdv^ bfeen principally occupied, during 
the 'period of his residence at MasUlipatatn,' in 


** negociations with the disorderly Committees, 
** c^fc“ulatfed, itt bur Opinion, to compromise, rather 
“ establish, ’ his authority, and in ftuitless 
** hitertipts to inftoce them, by argument, to return 
** totheir'du^, and abandon the criminal cbmbina- 
“ tion in whibh they had engaged. Lieutenant- 
‘^'Cblbhel *MalcDlin*s reasons for pursuing this 
•^‘Kflre Of ‘dhhduct, add for recommending to us 
** the adoption Of bdticHiatory and temporizing 
**^'!hhd1^i#e^, ’are dctiSled in his Letters to bur Pre- 
**’ siSignb; ‘df the 4th, 5th, and 6th of July. In 
•* tiibsb fetfem, he states, that the Chfiters of Ma- 
st®l^atdih Had redciVbd assurances, from most 
**"Of the military stations of the army, applaud- 
“ mgiheir ca^vet* apd prop)ijiljg,f^^,.t^ 9 ir ef- 
** fbbiuah support; that the whole {grmywer^ pnit- 
“ Odifi,!ri%si^Ufeibn t(h'Oppose the authority of Go- 
j' that ’the cdmbtnation was' general j 
there was not a ilngtj^ corps, Hbm GaHJam 



m 


to CpnK)rinv 

“bmkout wtp op^,^e4eIii(jn,f> »Tf|)p 
** rfctw^end^ by. LiputeaDifc:Cjj|tp»€A.Mat<W>ll«» 
** AA coBtBtitating, in.bia 9pinipn» tii^aoly.ii^ai)8,<>g 
“ averting tlie most dresdftU Qalarartia8,^pnsis^ 
“ of a modi^ed repeal of the orders lot^e. ^spo^. 
May I dm restoration to the aervipe^ aaotd.to thpv 
** appointments, of all the O^ceiFft iWhQm wn lia<i 
“ found it necessary to suspend, or jW'.ith 

‘‘ an iutiniatiou to the army, thab their c)sj^. to 
“ Bengal allowances would be brought, to the 90* ** 
“ tice of the Honorable Court of .Pireqtors. 
“ Lieutenant-Colonel Malcolm returned to Madras 
on the arrival of 'Miyor-General Bater a^Masu- 
** lipatam, to assume the command of .the nordteril 
“ division of the army, having sucp^ed no fur* 
thcr in accomplishing the ol^ect of his nussion, 
than in preventing the Officers. &x»^af|);^tisg 
any flagrant acts of outrage to authodty, djijutisg 
“his residence at Masulipatam.” . ,j^r. >• ^ 

The Government, in expressing the tffiovo.opjk 
uion, laid beffire the Secret Committee all ^hesaa- 
.terial correspondence and papers cRji .wiiK.h..ih}Y(as 
lojunded}* and the opniop has, we.^i«ve»-,ab> 

* Coioael MalooliQ^lBilludcs'/in his to 

stfuice of tile Government havihg Tecordod rse«enil:of ifil pH- 
vate tnitivdds^ 

** however. conceivs -Uialird any right to 

*fAcf: ttbe letters eonlaia. not one sentiment^ of^ which lam 
asliamed ; they trere all oil publie subjects ; Wd tiiaf alone 



tif6f4iiMv fHid<ar>VhbMr 'Ae anbjedt 

Nte iMNte brottgift.. * Ifte giK^mida dnr'Ufkichdiib^ 
aeediiqa^ ifli^iovciaMei, Mid oiittdl material 'flointd, 
the infti^tttiofy oiAitaitied'iti Colonel >Maks»kn*s 
Jdursalv«md Dettets, n in’perfbet^acooFdaittso trith 
the'idevrof tho'^fUMstion taken in tbediapetoh of 
tke 0<cd'OiinaMKA<*^ an accordance not •shaken i4i^ 
ai^rea^itttig eentained ni die Pamidilet; lt<ms 
perfeetfy understood, that the idea of> disbanding 
the Eun^ean regiment had been used by the Offi- 
cers, as an instrument to OKCite tiie men to muti- 
ny. .The Government naturally “ expected that 
** Colonel Malcolm would have taken the eatUeit 
tfipanitmk^to eommunicate to the men adis- 
** tinct andflbblic disavowal of that intention.” 
That this was npt done. Colonel Malcolm has 
himsfs^pshoivfi) for he has stated, that no expU- 
m^ton of tbe kind took place tiU the eleventh day 
of' his beings^ Masulipatam, at which time (com- 
biabd trith the coors^ of proceeding which Colo- 
nel jSfatcdJm I^kI then decide to pursue), the 
w p fena t i qp could not certainly be of mpeh avail. 

Malcolm aays^ in a letter to .the Military 


‘ #. ' t 

•• dhra die/ irefa «)diw«Mc|<to &, Bulmr, ar kit Seonaat/, 

" ffudewfl tben pubbp.’'. . - .. 

i^eircamMB|.iMid capuesiad tfae osMoa vMcb it did, 
rilillggb.# (Adi cMidMMion «f the. aiaeadt oa which It mu 
/psa<H(b.Calswl BMcpIo* wcahthave had MafHnto ooaiplMn, 
jMitaotetheffirbr, a»he hnthw o ttf eagi»oiHyaopteiiitdi / 


ofithe ^JifcWy Pampbt^V 

^pG. Beedmt 'thftt'OiK' ikV4h»i&«t tbnigSiAiiit * 
did» €tune oo <6K^e, ittis'^Ocsetis^^kie 
"‘oriadsof the)01Boe»% Md'4ih9i^<A|«i%-<tf' tfae 
" men^tof 'Uie inte»tt<m»«f.6<>vanHiuM^ 

** dering » party of.nariiiea 
is ioitayi Cotonel l^colttk trQttad»<tao <libtt*Ofiia(tf3 
4^r>tfaa i<eii]oiial of idle miiiD prapi tof 4Kjtti( own 
detqperateoBiue^ and looked to tbeijiv satbefii^gaa 
£>c cleaiiing away a deeeptioEs wliek tthepiMl 
tbemselvet deliberately created, in {mrsiiitx^ pur- 
poses to wbich they were daily giving toCdonel 
Malcolm, the roost decided proodi .jof< their dc- 
terroinod adherenee,* > , . ju, ** 

Colonel Malcolm refers to 'on a^piofnl ^ his 

* Cokmfl Malcolm, in th letter to tke Mtlihtfy''80lrtlinr;f of 
die 18Ui Jaty, refers to aibextraot of Uia AtldMhii 
livered on tbe 14th of that nontji, to tht &t|{>||[tai9irghptDt at 
Masulipatam, which extract an’cafs not to iuivje recorded 
with the letter. It relates to, the intended eoibarkat^n-^f a de- 
tachnieBl oV Ae regnnlmt as niarmes. Cokmel M^'coln^ says ; 

'*1 may ask, wiA great sOiprisiT, and soihd^hl^t^/tiiKli^ 

•• extrdft alluded to ia diis tettM*, «!U$>Mt4Faii)aiiilMti»4|M’^ 

" norable Court of Duectorst” We however think, Aat tliereis 
not much room for either suiprize or mdigndtmn. Under the 
desire whkti we hat^ felt* stlte ‘nothihg itt these Sheetii ihat 
might not be founded on accurate enquiry, we fittteShC^iMoed, 
from aquUftlMlMIdiad alMm«uf%pps»tiMdlfld1l«hfi^^ of 
ihelraasactiow'ofttst'pferloi^ Aaf Ai00ttftwoh><hf t fld * ff i li ht 
wak whoUy a«sidefl«il,«idMtilitry totlic MMdah k 8ir‘G. 
l$arlo», who gsve'^tdot diMMtoDi «b«t every pi|tidKdM(ri(F*Sa 
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raeatpres ^arJow^ The.qnly agpf^ 

-wjucb ^we J)»y« 4)^0, 4a.c(u|^tpoeid in 

tjie Mijjtwy. SeccetRJX^ letter tp 

.J^y>' be^ig SB 9|)$\irer,lo a, J^ter 
written by that' Officer, on the very day of, bis 
rival at As the MiUtsry Softretaiy’e 

letter . is material, and as . it has not beei) iacluded 
among, . the JfV^rs published by: Colonel Mat* 
coltUv we think it proper to be inserted here. The 
letter. is as follows:., 

.* . Fort SL George^ IQth July^ IB&9, 

“ Dear Malcolm, 

“ Sir Geoi^e Barlow has received ypur letter of 

the 4t}i iit^nt/and he desires me to eitpress his 
“ entire apprbbation of all your proceedings, as re- 
“ ported in that letter. 

** The'dj'edi^rtce to your airthority, manifested 
** By the ’Officers and men of the garrisoh, has af- 
** forded' to the' Governor the greatest satisfac- 
“ tion. 

** As it’is^^sible that considerable delay may 
^ ti^e’hi 8ie arrival df the other Members'Of the 
**''Coi^ittie', aji^ointed'Hb inquire into the cir- 
^‘ ctihistances ^Hich led to the late occurrences at 


laid bafina dw ifacritfCamiDihee. It waa apfihkMfyxirtrluaked 

Pi^srs thni sent to England. 
A rafercnce, bparevei, to tha facts staled aii^iiniHM«ia«<;>tliat 
Ac extract was scanwiy of tfae least importance. 



the Gitv^tfhf htHfiofii:e^:^(nt^ if 
** th^lne^tire Ishiftrfd te be'adviite- 

“ bllSK,* to in that ^Inqdiiyijy'ybiWieKf’ r6- 

the^r^uk for l^e infot^tienf atrd of- 
“'deWf of CrO'rertimeht. ' ■ ' ’ 

ftie' ifiean time Sir Geoigte Blirt^leavw it 
to^otir discretion to ^rant a*pardbtt‘totHe Noiit- 
** commissioned Officers- and* Pritaitos o^^thfe -Ma- 
^dras Euitjpean raiment,' and tb the Native 
Commissioned and Non-Commitsi6ned Offlceto 
** and Privates of the Native C orpS, for any part 
** which they may have taken in the late irregu- 
“ larities. - 

“ The Governor presumes, that you have ex- 
“ plained the circumstances which ied to* the or. 
** dere for the purpose of performir^nj^ripe duty 
“ on board of His Majesty’s ships ; and that you 
have distinctly stated, tiiat there never., jsfsisted 
“ any idea or intention on the part of Goyemment, 
** to disperse or break the Madras European, regi* 
“ ment, and place the Officers on halfpay, pr- in- 
** flict any punishment, impose any mark..pf'tiis- 
« grace or disapprobation whatev^ft/.IJtt tha|; jowrps. 

“ Sir George BarloW' has .also received- your 
“ letters of the ith and 6.th inst^t, and will ,re« 
“ ply to them without delay. 

I'remain, &c. 

.(Sign«d)) f> “ Ak BaRCLAV^ , ) 

'f.*- v-.i -• ^t-Milrteiy-SeciiBfeuyi” 

■“ 2v>' ^mi 



tliat-Sir Banojy was^ from the jefiod, 

under iiiie impression tk^tColbnel M^cplni'^^dy 
es ma^l^rof coursf^ ^vep^e lt on^of nneiSf* 

li^^'t objects to h’ee 'tjie meii of th^ £ur^ito’rej^* 
niept frbnPlhe delusion which had'%eeni^’e''dln^ 
of their 'mutinyingi . As 9 fuMer tn^aiiS of re- 
stonp^j^tbe-autlwity of.th^ Gov^rnm 6 nt in the 
garrison' m Masulipai^, djibnel Itlal’ccilm Mfaa 
em^wered to a p^iton to tbe hoh-coftimis- 

siohet? dicers and privates. But the knowlfedge 
ot this, Colonel Malcolm withheld from the men, 
“ from an apprehension of irritating the minds of 
“ tbe'£uropean Odieers,' and driving^tkstn to^e- 
** ^ir;” ; 'llife sip]j5reheniioti, and feeKlhg of ddi- 
cacy/was'eHlertaineiJ and expressed' by Cpibriel 

' ■ rv< Oi) - ' i.’ ‘ ‘ iVT "% > jr.fi n’ 

M»^?m:}?*^!»'.kf^.'?dtJress^tP,the Mil#ry Se- 

Pamphkt, ;Wetoryj.PAtb«.-i«h July» po,whiich..vp?y.!d^ the 
(Mcen were sgoiO] in fact, imopen mutiny against 
Chfohef MilcOlid^ attthority, it beihg matter of 


.(ihe\ill|l.^hj^J^.J^wigbt, %t.,a .lettef, written by 
under such) mc^unfitancas, 
i^itldl'have' breamed ‘Sattimbott of » v«ry 'diflSsr- 
’ ent''!jtfSlh;‘fii^'tfibsie’ freihd m'the^^etteifto which 

&omi 

That toe GovettHnanbrnitorlafiiad rliitdahletwiX' 
' irtcitsiSty' of ’rtswtfelt’tr extre- 



irtt^Q'd jby :t1^e .viiiu^ stirrenlei' of^ alt iniUt^ 
CQii^trpl It ^ p^rt of the i&svueuoas comjoiu* 
njcatedto (^oionel, MaWoIm,/ttrai‘^e s^jourd'e^^^ 
^ al^ ** Offi- 

‘‘ .c^rs ^at. it wm not less feir'ifielr inter^j 'ffian 
“ it yas, consistent with their to await the 
“ (iecision of the autbi^es in ^n^and ;’^bqt ii 
was at the same time ptart ^ those ihstructims, fb 
keep ** the Garrison of Idasuii^thm firm ^ wOT 
duty.”*' ' 


- • Coleoel MalcoliiLjajft foipe ilroa an t|i9 -«irciin<»t4at¥ 
bu ba^ini dinwaijleid the GatrilKUi of OjtafuIqM^iii from e;^ut- 
;ijig, ^ii “ design of marching to join tiie H]|^|aha^ force, and 
<' prevented, from tlie dth tilt die 92 nd ^ Jqfy, their c^mmithi^ 
any outrage and cmdfdains, we Amkiriu^y'vtitiioth^ tMitoa, 
that the GovemiiRiit had oiaitted t^tMHtion Ud# litet.( 'fWtt htg 
to poha oat the condwhag passage, of Uteidisfaitoh of Jthd.Gh- 
. Temmeat alre^y quoted, it bcjifg tluire .esp|i^|y,fa^^«pd, d>St 
-Colonel.Malcolffl had retnmed, to Madras, lp|y|^ 0 Bly 

“ in jiracnting the fiym athpting any jtagrmt 

“ act! of oi^ngt to anthorUy^ iwring Ate rtMeiiiie df J^Hkii- 
*•* j^tam." Colonel ‘Malcolm no'deabt h^feplteheid'a^dtsAr- 
' able ol^,' lit obstfoetiag foe ’ a ' dme'tfac'UfdMneid^ef dnops 
■iMauMamKpatam. iUthoraametiisp,,it.;^ pwt%tiyp%h>> that, 


if Oie ,M r^s|^.ei|g|igf^ m tlmp^po^ inwnre,.^8nd 

bad ipajrcliedto join the -HydhdM force, dtis porabined move, 
mient iiio|>have el^'^ vnilitet a mat^ of several 
hniulrAldUkld'itild tbh^frefml^ hbddtf^ln^e'^h^coitfdiMd, 
t^lte'Gl^fdhieiSi lU^SdMtedMmemtl’of 

yi«WtiigijWlt«iNl4Hgi<f«0'hoe^^ 


. l^ragard teanotltw P9u>t,. to.4^ ]{|l^9ahipef|ns 
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MadnUy 
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Pamphlet, 
page 103. 



We have tljte fullest belief^ that through all the 
difficult ciftiutbitaaces in which Colonel Malcolm 
was at‘ Masuhpatam, be feted the 

purest" int^ens» and wath streh'uow exfftion; 
and though thie>iiooaiiev on whiph he entwed was 
ladicaliy wren^, he pursued ittw^ jUdiwiSs md 
abiUtfi We cannot but i^l soistf de^ee of-paan 
in seeiog that hilarity Ojf i^indi whichj in«-.<^hap> 
pieidhdtir Of eocial pleasuFe*’' ‘Was calculated to 
all hearts, so misplaced, as it was in those 
sedneS which we have been viewing. Tbrou^- 
out those scenes. Colonel Malcolm was the 
**'Safe cmnpanion, and the pleasant friend.” 
But as to military command, it was the '^no- 
n^nis unibrat* the shadow of*a name, and no- 
thing more. The garrison of Masulipatam was 
left by Colonel Malcolm in very near the same 
state as tbat^n which he ifeund it, with the excep- 
tion, -that die garrison, instead of being' ruled by 
** mobbi'sh riieetings of the whole Officers,’* which 
C(4enelf,|dalcolm describes, was ruled by- a more 


to some^llprtance, wniel,v. the circunut^ce pf tlie 

dovtfiwwnit lnhii^ .a»s^t>fed at foree ontr Mftdraa, ^ evoae- 
4|uedch dr Ihe iotkUg^ve-t^ieh he had co^utiitt|dpd 
M(ifi$adap> yre«tnili)iih' ph«$iw^i^ 
top^iKb daily i^r 

‘he 

Oovenu^ .were idiUen^ tpon. .ffro ,jift 

con»e<^um)», of any iofOTio^tiaD that udy 

hsw;'fi>raiiiied.‘’". ■'A 
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limited council: Keeping, in some degree, pace 
«>ith 'the fievoluti<m in a aeighbomnring conntly*^ 
the <Convcn(ion had pasatd afwaift and suc- 
ceeded bj a Council c£ Klders^ >0 iQmnicil, how- 
ever, wbioh conttBued under the donn* 

nbn »fSd|coBstitttente. During Colanel Malcolm’s 
residenoe at Masulipatam, he hdd the ncstfinal 
command by the most slender of idl tenureSrP^sr- 
sonal &iVor; by a thread, ready every instrpa to be 
broken by the slightest breath. Though he hadex- 
hausted every effort of Concihaidon, Colon^ 
colm could not puthis foot over the threshold,’* 
without having his power disputed. So complete 
a proof of the nullity of the system which Co- 
lonel Malcolm earnestly recommended; of the 
utter danger, in times of great disorder, of trusting 
to a mere appeal to ** mens’ minds,*' cannot, per- 
haps, be more strikingly exhibited eny ’Wliere, 
than in the case before us. We again say, that-we 
give Colonel Malcolm entire credit for his>hpnor- 
able intentions ; but the times were times of great 
didiculty; and in the midst of the darkness pf the 
night, of clouds and storms, that 0|^er evidently 
mistook his way; aAd, instead of mluntaining tri- 
umphant the broad aurfiice of the ocean, he got 
entangled among rocks and shoals,* where evei^ 
wind was adverse, and where even the gentl> 
fanning !0t(p|»yrs of popular favor, the ama 
ftOjfkilariSf* rifher ertfireasedi than dimi- 

feahe4<b,^, ^ 

A strong contrast was afforded of efi^caoy 
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of i contrary imtem to tiiat pursued by Colonel 
Malcolm^ ai au tiiose iSitutioos ^v^ere a direci ap* 
peal vlto oiade ^^ the tro(^, in opp^tion to i^e 
rebellious views of the Officers. W« may, .how* 
evef) parilculaily select for cmnparisoi^ a very 
tuemorajbk example, that of CobueJ[||Dlo^i $t 
Hydraha^, as ^1 jwrties have concurred* iit act* 
miring the cmidu^t of that Officer, and as Lord 
MintdlOias pointed it out as one of the great 
modns by which the first link In the chain of re* 
b^ious confederacy was broken. The letter 6 om 
Sir George Barlow to Colonel Close, requesting 
that Officer to proceed from Poonah to Hydrabad, 
is dated the 1 4th July, not many days after Colpnel 
Malcolm's arrival at Masulipatam ; both Officers 
were placed in circumstances of a very similar 
nature; and from the confidence reposed in their 
talents and experience, they had both discretion- 
ary powers to act according to the emergency of 
tlie case. We cannot give an account of the dis- 
tioffuisfaed efibrts of Colonel Close in better lan- 
gn^ than has been done in a periodical publica- 
tion^ celebrity, from which we accord* 

ingly extrtUKthe following description : 

'* dintineer Officers had heard of the ap* 
" pcanfmeu? ^ Colo^ Close } had dlvtoe4 the 
** of ll; and drpai^ng his known infiuence 

** ovcrfliffminds (^the Sf^ys, badtfriginajUyde- 
** ieridm^ prohibit bis approach wi^Io the 
** distffite^'^of a sfa^e j^om^yir^h^ pW- 
" bibidon, bad'tb^ persevered in f&y would 
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th&.Ai^iita'^stdndiog bf Coktsel'CIosCy nld 
hnidisliBgiiildttd ajiti^iidej derived fhnn^lomg ac> 
** fottiiiiwde -wit^ dte fuettveitveops^ifttr ^e ofl 
*f At the Resideno^^.the 

^ seaiiaiiAf^dCiitaf' th^adb^iary fore^ waited on 
** Uiiiy ,«))nMiteing ipmaelf as the fofmtntter of a 
^'depatatiiMijaf ys brother .Officers, wfaowexe on 
Coicmdl CSoaetobaerved, that>J)e had 
a{i|>etate<i to the conunand of (the sub* 
** sidiwry fm^e, and that a proper place Sex a con* 

V f&teaot iwitb bia Officers was the Cantonment, 
^(whitheche waa about to proceed. Being urged 
*iito declare the intenlaons cd* Goverament, he re* 

)ffied)hg would declare them at the Cantonment ; 
tndubal the^ccanmunic^on would be such as, 

V he ^ht^Mid, mi^ prove satisffictcwy. He then 
‘Vnittui|ded>btahoraeaud rode to the Cantonments, 

V accen^ided by Colonel Montresor, the Gene* 
fal 9taf^ nad tome other Officers, and escorted 

“ BFy a troop of native cavalry from the Besi- 

bo Cbsenredf that by this time, Colo- 
*^nel C|{|||KhHd received^ further instructions* 
*SSaOm 'G^ersnient than those with which he 
^ ao( oubd'Ofw Foeaab. He was also eiyoibed to 
** einihtoe the<teat of ad/^^neo on tber Compa* 
‘*'<l)y’oiOffic«%>a meMufo which had been devised 

^u& order, 

T1^|h||^ffgt j fir ahoiia hinftelf'in tl^h Caatonqpnt 
Hiil^^BitoA^eaiareiscd. ‘At fiHt it )»iid*bcciirred 
*^to hiiiL4bt(t berwould do welito place himMtlf^ 
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** on hk entra»c»»-at 

rq^enty contniiDed'<int tiK laUku^e^ A 
•* view^ not o£ using/moienee^iint ^mActaaa$d- 
IngTespeot > Sucluit ste|i^M>voiteivvmdd b^6 
“ exokcd jeakiutty, q£^« dfea^d^difMKrt^ $ 
and, was the leao fb')Mstaaablav''fiftlus»,tbe 

“ regiment /in question, happelaed to^iwiqccmtated 
** at nnonnderabledistaimejfrmntii^eoil^aoMiii^ 
'* tlic OantonmontSi The plan waattfae^f^^^ 
“ linqmshed. * , ■ . " 

“ It had been expected, tliaf the <attQfB|)t 
“ Colonel Close to enter the €antoniaeat»'JKOttld 
'* have been resisted by the aiain piquet^; but the 
** piqnot selut^ him respeot&llyv and pertnifited 
** him tO'pass. Then, Iialting in droph df Idle 
lines of a native battalioBj im/enipimpied .die 
“ Chief Officers of Corps j he -vUsjoibedj bonj- 
ever, only by two JVlajors ^ but ^of.these one 
*' was the Senior Company’s Offinerr^witii die 
“force,* • , f •» 

“ These Officeis he addressed 8trongJy,/<butin 
“ a temperate manner, describing. to them the thi* 
“ minality of their eqpduct, and tbi|^spei!ate 
“situation to which they redooed^ttiemMlyee, 
“ Under present eircumfetancei^.iti was.neces^ney 

“ (he 83tid>; foir the Ct^^ideniiient io aecertsmao 
“enrately the eentimente<«f4ts qvnhd, .and to* 
“ disringuish tlhe etetkmtdy guUty fogip .^thuse' 
“ i|j|p«Ml»ined,ior wtmwnrokditponedjtU^MU^^ 
“ their lo^iidi^.>'' fie then tended 
“ Test*, stating) A the same time, t)mt, 

H2 
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** <*c^rdetatiMt towstrds the fcrdings of sach O/fi* 
" cefs As'inigh^ !ia\4‘^eii^h^Ied th^itelVes in cul* 
** pablS^gagemen^ mth thelf bfeldirdn, ®to^ern- 
'**'ineni 'allowed thlKi^the alternatitfe of a teifipo- 
‘‘ raiy ffom'thd kjcerdse^ih'Mf'tttili- 

*• tar^ fbnctihnsy still drawiAjg their Miowanfcte.’* 
Hie dWficors w^i'e tnhch aBfedtfed Uy tfkIS Ad- 
** drjlSj^butrepli'^rf, that a Oomplktictf trift 'the 
‘ilwish of 'die t^overnm^nt, in either alternative, 
was Imppssible that the army had pledged it- 
** self t» the prosecution "^of certain objects, and 
cordd ’holdlesret from the pursiiit. They then 
^ desFred time to deliberate and to consult With 
** tKeir brother CHficers j hut Colbnel Close, who 
“ hnew what wduld be the certain result Of delay, 
" refused to grant it. 

? ** A long and an\i6tts conversation rtoW took 
'“plac^j in which Colonel Close pressed evei) 

‘‘ appeal to the rtaSon and the feelings of the 
‘‘Iwo Ofliicers. He paiticularly addressed the 
^‘’Senior Majot, reminded him of the long period 
'* a^fvlce, his rink, and his particttlar situ- 
^(idonil>nPi'fbf<ee, and implored him to ditlbrace 
IhlSlast occsisiotf of returning with honor to the 
cbuiltry. The Gffictera seemed 
bWlSntdij' refused' to ibiilndon 
A‘tliel^‘^ffi^. '* ' 

eihUf, on cbfaiditinWatfon; il ter- 
'tM;f^^fi^iti^tgbse Officii «at Weir 
''^fcdaSfei^cl’I^t jfihli kt fol- 

* low His ferther instructions. Then, turning to 
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** t}je troop of Native Cavalry yhich had formed 
** bi$ esport, he ^pcostecj thecn in their ovni l^ii' 
** guagp) explaining to fhe^i tiie sitimtion of af^ 
“ fairs, the misconduct of th^ir and tneir 

** {^i;enti 9 unt ohligatjon to'^l^y him^ as tlieir au. 
“ thofiaed^Omniander. The Native Solt^ers had 
** loi^ been acquainted with the name nqd ^er> 
“ viceSf if not the person, of ^olpnel Close.^*!^^ 
“ listened attentively and saiamd, to hit* with 
** great respect, iThc Mutineers perceived IB^e 
“ danger of this crisis* and while Cplon^* Close 
“ was yet addressing the troopers, he qhseived the 
“ Sepo} s of the battah’on rusting to arms and form- 
‘‘ ing with the greatest rapidit}', under the^ direction 
“ of European Officers. Not a mon^ent was tube 
“ lost. Beckoning to the troopers to follow him* 
he rpde into the divisions, and with his h^e«iyit 
“ the points of their bayonets, expostulatied,yii|^ 
“ the Sepo} s. lie called on the native to 

“ explain the cause of all this agitatimt and^io- 
Icncc. lie told them, that he was hiiB8eU‘an,,q{d 
“ Officer in the same service with th^, tlii|t','with 
“them he had sciycd apd fough^li^t be was 
“ tlmir leader and their fiieni^, spidtnat tbqi. Go- 
“ verninent w'as their benefochor a^ 

“ l^pfiei^ed several pf giepj^ wjth 
“ entieated them to obey their Conmumd^^'; 

“ confusioq and hustj(^» h^wq^ef*, now so 

“ Sepoys, pfficers jtqi bec^jnq 



urgent; an4 'the order \as 
“i^veft ti;^^ to wheel intojine. Idbis was 

q>i^gjl,pjojnt jof tlie whole con^*^!'' An 
‘*.i)i| 05 p§jp woe 4 his company to wheel 

“ into line t Cotonel Close opposed InnMetfftd the 
“ order:, the cotjflict was violent; the Office/ cl^l- 
“ ing qn his mep to march, the Colpnel with 
eqG^ p^crpnipiprinebs commanded them t^^s^nd 
The i^eppys confounded and ablated, 
“ fbf d while, bnt, at length, delusion and 

“ disobedlfiwce, for tlietim#, prevailed. The cora- 
“panj? wheeled; the other companies followed 
“ exaipple ; and afl primed and loaded. The 
escort of cavalry drew their Swords, and trot- 
ting off, took their place in the Hue. The 
ot^er battalions had also in the mean while 
“^•mpd, t^nd thus the whole fpicc, together 
^ic pqrl^ of artillciy', was arrayed in arms 
“■agajiplt^ their commander, and prepared for 

“Even , this strange scene, disgraceful as it 
“ the pWpoiplcs of these misguided 

*‘^mpn, i|wnpme little salvo to thpir fame. In the 
* jC^ydit w^qh ,it did to their tactical discipline, 
midst of so much agitation and confusKoii, 
w;th)hat perfect skllfand pre- 
casio^j^hipb have ever' rendered the* Madras 

fs** .. ^ *** '*^ V*’* _ .... * — 
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** fpectade, awful as it was, and has siace de- 
described it, with the involunt^iry sympathy of 
“ « soldier. * The formation (he observes,) was 
“ completed witli the,gieateat of^er and regidatri- 
ty^ and 1 neverin my li& saw a laotp boautiful 
“linf.* U ' ‘ ' 

“ Colonel Close was notyetsubdnecl, aQd*madc 
" a last straggle to recover the Sepoys to their al> 
“ legiance. The Officers, at least the ^iors 
among them, were incensed beyond boadds, 
'^and demanded perpiissjpn of tlie COimuan^r 
** to fire on the Colonel and his Staff ; but it was 
refused. The artillery-men, however, &li out 
** in front of their guns and seemed marcliing 
to seize his person. Colonel Close perheiving 
‘^that the contest was at an end, once more ad- 
“ dressed the Senior Major. ‘ As you (he said,) 
are the Senior Officer present at fhe sliamiful 
** opposition which has been shorvn to my orders, 
“ 1 shall consider you as particularly respomffile 
“ for what has occurred. My authority has been 
openly and completely rejected : and 1 am your 
“ prisoner.* The senior Officers, hoUcpver, had' not 
** tjirown off their long eeUbfishedli^ng oi^ re- 
spect for htb cliaracter. In the strongest terms 
they disclaimed the intention of sdttf^cting him 
“ to personal violence^ and evpcessed their deep 
regret at the necessity which hs(d them 
** to Insult lijs audioriiy. (^lodel then reur- 

from the Cantonment j def^^ b^it 
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** jas bereaf);^ will be eeen, aot utt^-ly unsiMscess- 
“ fill. , . . 

Surely the arhple- «f this pioture w«Ma not 
" elegr traits of xllgmty and.greatiiefA} nqr mil 
** the 'tfpiieaction mi^ecome the pageisu «f Ihet 
historic chapter which confers imiihrtf^htirvon 
“ our CUvea and our Cootes. The Officer a^em 
we before quoted*, accompiuiied his 
it w^ the Allowing mtereating comment t * 1 
“ aAs ncithia three yardaof the Colouel during the 
** whoUrtime, anda>more a^ful or a more anxious 
scene I never vptnessed. £veiy mind* even 
‘'those of ‘the very persons who were resisting 
‘‘ hia auihouty, seemed filled with admiration, at 
** the fimib, manly* and soldier.hke conduct of 
“ Colonel Close/ 

^‘Immediately a&er the depmtme of Colonel 
“^Qlosn, the fhield-Officers waited on him at the 
quarters of ^eutenaat>Colonel Montrescn, with 
an 44‘h'eqp, i^e^eciing the giievances ot the 
“ arq^, ^ColondiClosia declined leceivingit; and* 
‘I ueiqg requested by them to proceed to Madras* 
“ whsn^, uafiueuce with the jClovemment* 

“1ie.might|«omo^theu^ interests .and wishes, h» 
** ‘^at b^i epadeis did not,give bimtlie 

*tiKmjo^>^cniedih(p-to< and that he bad 

“ no<jitteiitipp>.nf updeirtld^ the Dffiue,they.pu>r 
** nyjgu to.bim. Op tba.foUoMruigihq^he 

‘‘.«^V^#o!R»'th^’9^era4letter» requwng^t 
*' |u^ leave the vicwhy «f Uy* 



" drabad, on pata of thoff -resorting to * more uo- 
{daawnt, decisive measures.' The truth is, 

** a M4ee(ioQ on tlie events bii visit to the 
** Cantonmeitt, acting on their ConviptSon of the 
'''ganhral festimation in which he was'hhhl by the 
“‘-Native flilldiers, had satisfied them that not 
** eidy his-preseace, but even his neightourhood, 

“ wae dangerous to their usurped authority. This 
“ reqsdtition, Colonel Gose had expect^, and 
“ had determined to remain in defiance of it ;lAit 
“ receiving in the interim an intiina1;)on firom’Qo- 
“ vemment, that in the event of the ill success of 
“ his mission, it was their purpose to place him at 
“ the head the force destined against those in- 
** surgents, whom he had failed to conciliate or to 
“ divide, he thought proper to comply,” 

We shall not offer any of the many reflections 
which the preceding account is calculiited tb ^g> 
gest. We shall only observe, that the efforts of 
Colonel Close, by clearing away the delusion 
whicli had been imposed on the miims oftlie troops 
at Hydrabad, ns elsewhere, shook the pillar on 
which the mutinous confederacy, th^t so violently 
opposed his authority, had rested, and the confe- 
deracy, in a few -days after, fell to the ground. ' ' 

It has been seen, that 'the Govtrom^tJ in the I’ages^ 
dispatch to the SeeretCdIBWilktcc, already quoted, 
refcBped tq tiw coocdjh'lbry y>r{q)otitionft,’6f which 
Colonel Mateoiirf rhisomniendkid the aUbption, with 
coostderaM^otitneBtnoss. Oaf owd'fhife dnff pa- 
tience, with that, no doubt, of our readers, being 
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Desrllj exhftiMedjWe shall \^illinglyabstain&oma}iy 
)«Dgthened eotnment on this part of the question, 
and hasUHito the coocli^sion of observations' which 
have extended greatly lurther than the expected 
limits. We l^Aire noticed the premati^ (qnniens 
which Colonel Malcolm was led to exf^ess, jn bti 
private eorrospondence, on this subject^ while at 
Bombay ; then, ashehasmentionedjin an uninform- 
ed It isiihpossihleto peruse thePamphletpub- 
lished by Colonel Malcolm, without perceiving the 
ogling glances, on sdl occasions, directed to thesame 
object. But at tlie momentous .period leferred to by 
theGovernmcnt* the plan of conciliation was urged 
in a more formal manner and we cannot but see, 
with cmicern, that the proposition came from the 
very centre and focus of lebelHon. Being de»r- 
ou&^ doii^ pcrfoct justice to the arguments used 
by ColoB^ Malcolm, we shall, at the hazard of some 
prolixity, insert the<wlK>le of the letter which he 
addressed, on ipe occasion, to Sir G. Barlow, the 
day aHm liis mvival at Masulipatam, 


To 3A Geokge Barlow. 

% 

' * . 1 ^ " HtnUptOgat, btA lUOR, 

I ^op a hurried Wter last nigld, 1 have 

si^ come to^be hooi^dgO of ma»y^ additional 
and have jiad sipne UpTe to reflect cpi what 
** ^ have seen and heard ; and I shoubil he os vanb* 
** ing in friy duty to you as to my cohntiy, iF I 



** T^thhel^ by any wlistteVei*, flit at&ting 
“ 18^ SehtiAent^ ?n the mdist uticnsgaised''ihattMr 
" bn ’{fie 'present state of ailhirs: 4nd 1»he^r.j^ou 
“ coincide ill my opinion orndf,''you hecA have ha’ 
"'dbubty iitearding those motives that le)l^ me ta 
**e:£^ness', m that sacred confidence, •'tvhich your 
‘^’itnbwledgc of my character authorises rife to ase^ 
**lhe boriviction of fey judgmOtit on the stejisrie- 
“ cessary to be taken np6n the present unfoftuoate 
*' crisis. 

I have now seen the concerted plans of hlmost 
“ the whole of the hrmy against the aothority of 
“ Government *, and can say, with sdinost an as- 
surancc th'at I dm correct, that thefe'is not one 
“ Company's corps, from Cape Comorin to Gan* 
“jam, that is not implicated irt the ’general guUt*, 
“ and tliat is not pledged to rise’ aganist Gov^- 
“ ment, uhless what they deem thert gi'ietarices 
** are redressed. Be assured that ho'CommaiscIShg 
“ Officer, whatever they niay'wrlj;e, had any teal 
“ authority over their ebrps :* and thotigh in some 
“ places (where there are King’s regiments), they 
“ are more guarded* tlieir resolutiotj is the same; 

“ and they mean to act, the moment the example 
“ is^ shox^m, by those parts of the army w^oip they 
“ consider as most Hk^V to be .successful in their 
“ hrst e^rts'. Tlie llyanib'ad ^nd Jautnah force, 

“ 'are ‘chiei^*' looked* lb, 'and the northern division 
“ of the array ; and the* European regiment has, 

J JVofe bj/.C^bnuI^^fqitolni - — alludes to theO$- 
ffTS of the corp', * 
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wj»«i its regin^tal grimaces, 

h«QQii»%^ cOrpai&<N>« which expect th(#:st 
“ 80tQfvQ|i|)6tdtion« Its Uite pcoocedings ap- 
*“ plaudedaoi) confiootM by ^:l&rpe atijHydiiabad; 
*'.a 8 d l*i(liQve it was {oteaded, t^erfi|^adr been 
“ijthe eJitgbtoat wdicaituw «f aay coerciw nwafipres, 
'' Of evie&had tbe CDmmandoMn-Chiefsariifddtto 
lOianahed tbis corps, and the twpiScpoyibct* 
** io Ujojdiviiupn, to effect a junction with 

“ the Hydrabad force, in Older to.organiae afiitmy 
** 0 ^ fXMppuocnce hostilities with Government 


^esf oaarch waji to liave taken place as to«day ; 
“and it was, Jar dye hours afiter iny arrnal, a 
".subject of warm dtsoussion, whether I ^tould be 
" rCeognised or •not as their Cooin>aodini;-0£Scer ? 
" Antl|4ffcr stating e«ary tlung a man could state, 
" to reclaim them to better feeling, I was obliged 
" to give them thexfaoicexif tbe extreme, of either 
f ‘ bnmediately syubnutting to the older oi Govern- 
j»ent,>o^ of opposing It. They chose at last the 
" f^HSKiec i but placed it on the grounds of that 
** general aespect which was paid by them, and all 
**’,thoh' btojher Cbi|ce«B, to my character,' 1 did 
" not dii»b it Aaoessary to %bt, .legjtrdihg the 
" gfeounda of dwur obedience aor this pomt^iheing 
" hati^duRiibli 'the^nbataitoe, and pajctibidahly as 
"d had j'oeaivtd thisrpisklf affep>,they<^eii orin*- 
h>rgs^ ofrny.seatinmtS'aikd pitMditioiMkThwgli 
" apj^ngj^pdiato .open ^rebellion again^ Go\ern- 


" tnent has been 
^ sulipatamV'tlie 


prmr|nted ipy arrival at Ma- 
uan^r is not past ; 
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***fto(; deeeitti'oirrsehies, or aetj '}eitgcr>«rii8r<<hi» 
** ietfoiM ^ui^tiDik. The‘CMiiSftft<«f theCttiafHifty's 
t3i« coiAt are, tier doubtiatr this moineiit 
IH « st^te^ secttal Insatreotfon a|^8t the ^d> 
i and thie combinartaon agMiasi auth^ 
is every moment Aatitring aadapreadui^ 
** wider. I have seen the ktter* from the Bomhay 
** itrcay fr> that of the coast, and it tfcunqtielified 
“ in its eondemnatiod of the orden of frve let ^ 
and its promise <i£ luppwst ) sevetid pri» 
vate letters have been received, fcona Bengsdt 
An Address frone that araiy^ to the same afect 
as that of Bombay* is expected : at ait events* 
they t^pear certain, that o» ‘hWAan power wiU 
*Mead the Bengal troops to act>agaufst diem. 
'* They csdoulate upon opposition from the King's 
** army, and their plans are concerted to nttet it. 
** These deluded men are aware of the rnia tWy 
** are bringing upon themselves^ their iafrtua< 
**tion is so great* thatthe^aee'reeoticiled to dieir 
rtiin, in the expectation diat it will espudly in* 
** volve that Gbvemment against^faich diw rage 
has been «b industrioudy >pisd so soocoNifelly 
^ excited. All attempts to vemon with men ki the 
of mind they are in* appears vault «£ven 
** the ceicnlation of diekoMs letterfrom^Bsngid is, 
as i- oppreiiended, iiirely to inflasno* 'instead of 
appeaski^ 'their pasdentsw- It is to true, that 


V ^ i7 * V ^ ^ 4 vf 

* Note by Cohnfl Malcolm <-*TbiBWBs afterwards discoiret^d 

f« a forgery, * ^ ^ l ^ 



" ttfen'slttkute ha«e gotte'eoin]^l6t«fyi'wMg, 

" nftncl)' irii!|fl‘ect’‘oon(;l'ar3r^et ;*^d<tiieAK!t4sV 
tiihli 'coneefct ^pvkicqdeii dnd jk3^'feel» 

srd flt> ^oi^udntljr 'ek||ec>9(id^''^'in 
* tlke4t!ttl!r<€tt)na''*Ae ^upfeine Gdvdtmvttfl^ Util 
‘ moffe forcibly •tWttl 'a 
**i!jMw6 cf'flHA-gvrilt intoHvbich they*)i&v6 
** cipitMely nAhcd^and'to rcitd€¥<^bttilnafrc 
“'pefote ftr their' pr)dC<^fog»» as they can (after 
**'vrhift has 'passed, <and particularly latC'CVents at 
" this 'place,) only see itidividaMl safoty ht ail being 
** eqhally' iavdlvtd in the deepest guilt. •! iti- 
treat ydu^to'be^pdrstiaded, that* these sentiments 
" are qhite gener^ ; ■ im*) at least, that the fow ndro 
** do liot eatertafo 'theas, have neithenthe means 
nprthd courage to 'oppose their progress; and 
“ allowthemselveStWithairiiidefoilsiblop^veneiis, 
to be botne cdof^ with foe tide. Under such 
“ a state of circtfthsllRuifeMv alt hopes Of this i^irit 
“ (^'iniarredtion Sobi^ding mast bo ^at an end. 

Some steps must instantly be taken ; and no 
“ good cart'rewtefi^Bt fohapplicatioitof ■any par- 
tial remedy. '* 'l^hHiease is geiihtal,* ahd’foe 
** rtihedy hiast'be so also. It remains Vdfo you to 
“ dechle o#^e<MiOanmNs that are to bO ndopfodi 
’'•iThC^UrataW iftost* mihdtfy, though not, pet^ 
haps, the nfosf pbiiticd, that suggests atsel^ is 
*' fodiiMployfflent of adtdai fbrbe. Xn such a con* 
however, not Unly the means mtiSt be ctd.: 
'*'iftd(rfod, but foeireshlt} and^ as far as T dafhi 



m 


** eviHa in Ibis i0Qiif<Rnet‘ SKtldti fip^ 

**< 8ftiw» us Uott the mofl^ hmM oeoasequeneeso ‘ It 
*«»e«4is |b«fl£i>re 4 «(H: wise to b»v» mev(^te*sud^ e 
“ meesere* till weiy oth^r tluit ie^ponijilafor Qo^ 
‘WesMoeeit' to •teJw, without ^ aftiiyWhitien of 
‘iritB gipu ffewer enddignit^^ ihe9>b*esh|Q«d^ wmT 
“ failed* Uaguel^ed concession' te thei,de«Mwd<^ 

“ oC, tbe aiiroy,*«ltherindieTOi8wi^p«Wic aetvmtt^ 
“ i>fGavernineat»or>in'reseii¥&Qgite'eederSi w^tdd 
*< be a virtual i«8igna;^oVi e&Uafpower^ and eannot 
“ there^obe taade. It weuld* tDd«ed« be better 
“ and mote honomable* if teott^rs vorsextOt tte 
“ worsts that Gov6rni»ent<*ould&llby.aiyr hands 
“ its own. jihould-Governinaot not jraselvo 
on having iaMaediate resort to fi>ree», tone line 
“ only lemains lhat could, s^the iHreaeot moment, 

“ afford a witional hope oft the necessity of having 
“ recoursedo that extreme being avoided, ot at 
“ least, of its being resorted to with advantage, 

“ which is^ to meet the crii8ie»,af <eptee, by a gene* 
“ral order to. somethisg of. the .following, pur* 

‘‘port ; i < t . > 

“ ‘ government finds, witbjconcera, that it-can 
‘ no longer tipdulge that aai^ufiie hope which k 
‘ once enterjamsd* thet theiifWtatio»fVhi<^ a.va- 

* rjety otVcaiwesihayenomhined tO'Prodnee i» 

* imnds of tha Cn«npW>^ artpyi oo cOtet* 

* wo^Jd subside fa^dtaagit i? satisfied* tliat the evils 
‘which mu§t,nB£vdt fiom the. existeocntol,. those' 
‘ cQxnbipatim)^ again^ its anthority,^ Uiat»are 

* f^med 14 ahn<^t every.Stetmn* nill, if suffe^^ 
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»<i<iifai^> f»ti(i ii< Li iw >< 

<iwa4*t» i im^m mmvih* 

<^2iij|^(irii}}r iwM^wpM. 
' #1# nw tfc wHf H s%(^iiQe ^l^HAfuUir 

^dNM ::iid)^Dd«WBi||P»t of 

* l » > fTk»>/lio»mm^4n 

oUouh 

bfwi«Jindib 

^liil^eNeiitftiS^ itwiMpMat; 

^l[^f^^3l4NKW» itttWra^iljrrA 

*i«f > o w i« te i < wfefei^iiHBii^B^ linff 

* do not ai tpgitf j ^ iietrtb^ 

«ich pro- 

\|«|MiKMlMkaQdi»i«^^ iifitiHwi 

‘i|POPf»<littkr4«ftni^ tthOBo 

*illMti4bllV flliitlMrfriildiithiniwrTinnviirifh ltiiilinriMil ^ 






* ceAof tb« CdAit 

* dsngevooi course od pMeeei^n^> to rccoBim«nd 

the Bonourabtef ^ Court eiP Dtrectm, tbe 

* restaration to the serviei^ of tHose Officers, 

* wh«M<s(iB{Mndon, and the reMOMT tHifeh' Jed to 

* kj heee ^Iteen reported to tikem, and Ore 

* consequently, the ohly authority by tHlhsh that 

* aot een be repealed : and he oaofhaee no doubt, 

* but the asniest desire of th«r brother Offieefe, 

* cottibined with the high ebaraoter which most vt 

* the OiSoera, under snspeudon, ffinaerly held, 

* will induce the Ho|K>urable Court te overioOk 

* their late conduct, and comply with tins rec«m^ 

* mendation. Acting upon the smne principle, 

* Govenuent ie pleased to appoint ColbaeJ Bell to 

* tiie- chaige of the battalioB of artillery at the 

* Mount, and Colonel Chalmers to the eommand 

* of the subsidiary force, in Traveneore. ‘Lieute- 

* nant Maitland is appoiiited Quar»r>Master of 

* the Bnn^pean regiinent of infoaify^ 

« ‘ The Committee of inquiry ordered to as- 

* eemUe at Masulipata» is repealed { and no aet, 

‘ either of any body, or of im^idual Officers in 

* the OoBspany’e service, of wbSh no oogaizaiice 

* has yet been taken, and whi^ ocoutred before 

* the pr eeen t date, will be made sulyect of ftitute 

* notice,' Of even opewto to the disadvantage of 

* ancbiJMy of Officers <Br*ind»wdual% unless they 

‘liie^by pwmeverancemdiesame et>urae,and a 

* 4 Mpetitioa eAtbeaaffle coaduct; finfoitaH 

* lenity and ooB8idenrtk®i» At-OfttiOioynt. 



* lias taken such stqis to trau* 

* quilKz^ t)>e agitated jnjnds of the army^ and to 
‘ leave e\'en the most mistaken without a pl^ 0t 

* perseverance in their present dangerous course, 
^it ipust declare, its positive and final^ resolution, 

* neitlipr to , alter nor nigdify this prociedii^* It 
' will yiqld .no ipore to the intreatics or demands 

* of the avmy | and if any Officers are so infa- 

* tuated^ and, so lost to evefy consideration of the 
f pqolt^ ^>pd» apd the general piosperity of their 

* country, as not imm^iately, on the promulga* 

* tiou of tilis order, to aban(j|jy|p their present course 

* ofprpcee^dipg, Government must, however much 

* it, may d^prec^e such *an exlieiiie, meet it 
‘ \vi!h that ^rmness and courage which becomes a 
‘constituted authority of the Empire of Great 
‘ Britain. It has contemplated this possible, 
‘ thou(^, it trusts, highly improbable event ; and 
‘ the different Officers, entrusted with command, 

* are directed,, Sbou{d any spirit of iuibulence and 

* jinsjpiord^ation appear among the Officeis of the 
‘ trooj^ under tixek command, to punish the indi- 

* viduw with a^tlie severity of Martial Law. 

' 4)^ should tfie^Qpqratioii of the regular cqursc 
iof ^i^ce ib^dippwedy either by a combination 
‘ amon^.^e Officers or men, such will instantly 
' b.e procla^ed^rehnla, agjaipst the legal, authority 
i of Goveraatent aqd their epuntry ; as (^vern* 

* m(^ perfectly satisfied that the public inter* 
‘itllp will receive more injury from any effort to 
S^conciliate' men, who persevere (after what has 



* pal?secl) in principles so 6ppo6fte ti> the rcst^Hl- 
•^ph of order and discijhifie,’ ilfan ^t'eWn ifati 
^meci ‘from them as open ehepnies id ttieSr’^thig 
‘and Country/ ' ' u*. •*« 

^*l'arn aware that a thousand* olgecSb^^ ihSTj?" b‘6 
“ ma^e'tb ^n Order o^ this natureV blit it inust 
“ only be tried by the times } mal^tej s haX^c ayrit'cd 
“at*'snch a ciisis, that something* decided panst 
“ instantly be done. There ’is not^'Anlibu^ 

“ lay. And what I have suggeStbSl'is’bril^ttielh^st 
“proclamation in a war, that Seems tonie|even 
“ with this stop, alirfe^t unavoidahfe.' hua^an 
** moans could avoid it, this ac£ w^ ; fer it holds 
“ out every motive that can incline ifterf to g:ood 
“ and deter them from evil. It concedes iYo.donbt, 
“ in some points, but the ca^ is urgent, and the 
“ s])irit of concession is correctetl by the firmness 
“ and resolution s\hich is mixed with it. Bht your 
“ own mind will suggest every thing. 1 km j as you 
“ know, devoted to the cause bFlhy cdnolry. It will 
“ depend upon you where I am to aCt,**^! matters 
“ diaw to an extreme, f should j^fefer m^ situa- 
“ tion at ‘Mysore, as that in k^ich t 'havh mpst 
“ influence, and could in consequence, contrihutd 
“most* to the support of the public interest. I 
“ cannot conclude, without again intreating you 
“ not to allow yourself to be lulled into security; 
“ ancHCd be Satisfied of 'the absolute necessity of 
“ taking sorfie steps or anothei , to save the Stale 
“ from the imniment danger to which it is expeu^ 

A. 



lie 

*'ie^/ 't'b<i‘ ©otHftiei^Bdnilmt of a^coag^e 

before 3tepa have b^ taken 

(?ov4tfetrtent thanrit has4t pre- 
^ i^e ai^'I eopfbss, I can sea no 

''** tt^ad^ bttt by a'tneasitre \H6di is 

yiidJdj^i^ kttd’bbd^ and which* while 

it •eve^ to erroneous 

elOile ofthis gmt question 
IroSii^U^ abS^Cofldfiaitory, but a firm and 
* 1 AaB^'ho mbst anxious for your 

AsbbOH » possible, on the Une 1 am 
pt«^- The) question of the 
liild' fS&toflMval of some of the Offi- 
*’ c^t^lfeidPl 'Shdj^^ftr they have shown me all 
Shtiapated by the other sta- 
‘ '^^tfi^a/^Bl^theoppositioii here was hi part by in- 
sdudUdfi^t' ififl'iUbieqdent betters ■su^ently 
^shoW^ ClW^i^no kn^r that one, nor of 

^*i}^^ii/r^^olPl^u1ipatam* ’but of the whole 
f iSK^tbal ^by'arwiaost deeply plotted 
**,to^lw^i^^iK34^<HP'eifcfKiJtherw In<tebd/*e#vco«- 
^H^*i^a^cfti8l9|^ut%e 'punishment «af any one 

Thislieel 
to%elb<» ^to jnevent thtSr 
*' piarqhii]^, which was their intention, and which 

tiHT know 

tioiMi’-f <• ins. ( 

*■*** ^’ "’'•^JiiawMidbCoiiif.’* 

A Xr Jtjij 3 J I * 3 , 


* t* 
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above ^Letter waa^ fol^ed^ 

C ot da^, by another iptter^ ^ve 

foltewingextraoV. * ,, , ^ 

“ After loy letter ofye^rdoy,^l||f«:<q^}^^ 

** I can oi)]y again implore yoqfijai^ j|^^^pon* 
aidifetalion to the whole ,^pie«t|^ ia- 

stent decision on the lipe th«t|s 
** not merely here, but with No 

half measures will «t tbi«aoqio^l;jK^|^^|i^u]td 
* ‘ unless some edbst ia loade to ^ 

“ the deluded Officers o$ tbi* aciny^^^]^ t^St 
“make military ps^pacatioas- to 
“ order-; and these mustbe {bliiqct$d ^ory 

“ station under your Piwsideo^ Oi^^^stto 
“ ccss may be varimis* aOreflectitaVoi^l^it^^'will 
“ be made at all } and none axe snoi^ yioleut ipian 
“ smne of those nearest the Pxc9i4<m^». you 
“ adopt a measure of tlpt natwre t^t )[^ reconv 
“ mended yesterday, it should bq.| 72 ^ijr{,/b^^repd 
*‘ therefore embrace /every;, pppe^yuffl . tfp pf 
•“ conciliation iMamcm <wfa,iipth^' • ;*■)?>««. 
“tial sacrifice of the digni^of Qoyerpii^pt 
“ I can think of no uDprovmpenl; io 
“ ickcept you ooncedve thp grps pbjecttjfLavt^ing 
“ hostilities, would justify ^ ipUovinj| 

’ ' ■ 1 > ■ 

“ ‘ Go^^emment wcfivf d a^ieprf^i^lj^^ ffqin 

‘ a tuimber of-thq Offieerf, ^ in 

* which the)' solicited the {equalization m Uieir al* 
“lowaaGM wfikii those of the the ^Ben* 

* gal Al my. This is a subject, the consideration oi‘ 



Pi lilted Pa- 
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f< rs tiom 
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‘Which mast wlclflsivelyjrestwith'tiierouTtfof 

* Difet$tor<t^' utider M'hdter notkoi this' appiieatkm 

* wiBjWohtf/'A'jvhe brought^i^and by wh(^d4^ 

* irilMW? the duty ot the Officers of the 

‘ Coare Anayno abide.’ ‘ 

■ Ifany thing* xxaild have shaken the fortitade (jf 
tbhid^Siihibh'jNr (5 j Barlow so strikingly displayed 
Iftlf tbhK nUtnitig period, Colonel Malcolm’s 'Let* 
terti Mfhrfe certainly of a nature to produce that 
cflfeiilfli' dnd 'the remedy which that Officer pro- 
’phsedj.forthB many urgent evils he bad forcibly 
brot^^tOiview, was not likely to diminish the 
•.ijuSSetyt The Gesfornmeut had, in every stage 
■<tf tlie igtoestibn, ’from the period of General 
Macttetrall’s Letter to Sir G. Barlow of May 1 808, 
uniil^tbe latest moment, used ct eiy means of ex- 
•pianktioR, nnd hod exerted the most conciliatory 
•eftbrts to avert the excesses towards wlm h the 
arftiy^’Were, during many months, sisibly ad- 
vancing:' T!todett*r, addressed by Mir G. Barlow, 
ttvCMnecdlMacdowaU, In May 1808} thesubse- 
qiieftt*JCflr>^)<Kidonicc with that Officer, relative 
to th^Mresft bi -tte Quarter-Masten-General, and 
'Other (ff his' {ntmic ai^s ', the General Order 
fidfeJished, to tho attpjT im I’cb. 1809, after tlie 
removdl of General Macuowall' fiom fhe com- 
mand r Ae'itkplgaatory tetters and ertters repeat- 
edly '’eifCoESfad* Sn tlie twnny,* in the following 
breathed the same ntnicable feeling 
tome’ dhrnest anxiety, on the part of the 
l‘nip«iit,f to'jlrs^^^cajt further extremities. Th^ 
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<5ovief0ment teo^no wbatisvep, vith- 

clearest ofjts pec^s^ty, viti^ut 
j||via<5 .previously teisjd every loe^ tp obvie^a.it. 

In ordet) too, tbut ib» army ))e a{^i;sed 
that the sentiments ef the.yqgcprpo^qwe^inent, 
enfirMy accorded witJi t^iose, qjF. tbp.Qyv^qajpent 
of;Madras ; and that all tlratljad been^ d^ ^ yya 
ratified, by the Supreme Authprity,,,- di^e^t 
letters of (lie GoveruoriCeuerol iftfioupcil iispje 
])ub]i<>hed to the artpy t and added>to<thf number 
of the many appeal nhich vvere mftde.tf to.tUeir 
.“ reason, their discipline, and their patriotism,” 

We know that iUiere a»e some persons of. great 
intelligence, who thmk that the Qq^erptucnt wept 
loo lar in the way of conciliatory effort ; but 
Colonel Malcolm is among the few, the very feytr 
persons of an intelligent description, jahuse 
minds liave beep waiped by iinpre^Lsiops pf air 
opposite kind. The cflbrts of the G(?\jermi;^nt, 
tliough mei dorious and proper, 9icqe, indeed, far 
fxom meeting an adequate rpturo,fbr tlip/.^iemed 
rather to embolden the assi^ilants, and tojmvite 
new acts of aggression. Cokmel Walcplm ip nu- 
merous p;vsbages, .describe.^, iaa avmy as having 
Jjeen “ completely infat^ajted,” ,as in ^a state 

whern tlic voice of passion is alone heai.d, and Pampsw, 
c\ery, fliiaB that with temper aiju reason, 149, d^c. 
is^^ondenmnd andealunmia^d,,”T“‘* deluded 
“ men,” jiu ^pclj a,“delji;inip, ^ desire tJie 
,'V pqouncpqe of the qiasis th^ must eiid 
j^yujln," Cploue} Malfolm bad told Sir G. B?trlo'', 



tl»t, **Ev«& Hat aiitHHimxf (iisidble fetter 
S^enerftl fttm Boiigftli fej «s>^l •pfH'dletidad, tikd|y >lo iaia 
* p’"(^ iotetUKli^ their painfemr iHk 

«f%dras *$ fei»t9nii«>tinis*>«iit9riMei)^s atadi fanw gooe 
Hiy.im ** CDaq)tetriy aw i % <hte whiAiOt^httoq)ttfclhflai 
** rights* tof in geoerciy a directtxntarjcd&flti 
0O<fer''^’^l 'Uopieanen aU these <iaQa> 
8t«iM:es, wad ia-the koovledge of ail tke&cte* 
stated Iti CdlMtel -Malcolm’s correspomieeee wkh 
Shr O; &rie«r» did be fed fairos^f justified in 
recoammiding, with great earnestness to the 
Govemmeat, not omly a repedtion of toe conci* 
iiatoiy efforts, already notorbusly unarailing, but 
the tfeclarad abandonment of the whole system 
<d' meaiuies, e^hidi had appeared to the£lover&> 
ment •of Madi-as, as well as to the Supreme 
Gos-^ernment of India, -iodipensabb to toe pofalic 
safety.— Wo cannot pernse the General Order 
proposed ty Odond Mdcoim, on that occaston, 
without pain and fluipriiie; and onr surprfee is 
teMMbei toat Ctdonel Maleolm pro* 

pmiit under w^troi]^ impression of toe danger 
of $h#Ofeveratq^ yielding to ^the clamorous 
dcmutodlof-tbeakifiy, re|>eatodly declaring, **thdt 
** the Government better fall by any hands 
•*th8Hlt8oiWi,” Persons of plain underiitanding 
iDfist be g|i|al|i tumble to fidlow Colonel Malcolm 
throttgili, t^.«niie4raw&.rofiiBements he hae«given 
rMi>><ie>. A».;to* <<tenaessfe» and conoiliation, whefrethe 
p.ao,&t, gjigjj, jjjjp pjwtitieo% as 

dmost tonlude the casuist’s mole-eyed perception 



Itl 

GsIinel'Malei^in'tpeicii'l^t 4joftii»t)ine&f 
iNuld pfaMe ilaeif in the sitastion at idibltoljr 
^larh^ t0 the annf« that the'tttug;^ vbiciiiit 
(dke (temernment) hadhkberi}.ii»mtau>ed» «ould 
a» tooger .be carried > oo» so aomoqnent^ntf the 
finNddablevioieace thaUhe ara^.had^^flHnand 
that it was, therefore, preparedi&r siduiwifai^cAi 
certain terms. Those tenae ^trtt cbie%ir tint 
the Govenument was to ackhbwled|ei^ (hat^tiie 
criminali^ of all the ^ast psocehdlagSrrih adiieJt 
the army had been engaged, were,.bKMB (»mcur> 
ring circumstances, “ greatly mirigated, if not 
altogether extenuated and the Government* 
under die influence of diis new %ht, was to 
become an advocate witli the G<mrt of Dtrectors, 
to obtain from the Court, tlie restoration of theso 
OflSlomis who had been suspenrled tram the eervicof 
for conspiring to effect its overthrow jwOifexiia 
who had been removed trom connnaHid oh similar 
pounds, were to be publicly restored;* and ^ow 
comble dc mere, the Govermnani was te>die]aei 
itself the ready channel to bring before Ihe Coitfl 
of Directors the queatiem of;eqNalwing<llniMm 
dras aliowances with those, of Bmagal, themria 


* It is' impbssifile to ssy to vMt 'eilhat btO^nd Maic^tift 
ineaat'tt (Krrythw te4^Ji»iirtm*«U,%ttVrtdtoeqi»irlWit 
M die CMitrnotV' MilidBry Omretuy, ha ttys, '«*l,*>of <eoun^ psge ist.* 
«\ BMiat to iii«iyde<t*tei4di*t I }t«tMSti<»|lisrBiidWi”- 
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w^c^,||be ba4 all along i^n- 
tending,* 1,.. i- , t 

- > 'f r i ol . t. 


. » ' ♦ f * <M • *‘j *C ’H i * t ' T K ^ » u 

* We are un^le to reconcile uliat Colonel Malcolm has pro- 

l^osod 0ri^lliftl5 pa/5^» l'3t of his Pamplilef, ivif’h in^h^at 


life hafl Mbrt MndT 51, \rfiere he «^tates it as »ti fthid- 

fenisiblfe^mcmieiiiOn Ihe piortof the Goymiment, to pmuifte 
09 fe^ort i^tialia^tiou thcif a4oAvauccs ivit{i 

the Offi<jers of Bengal/' The Ooveruineiit of Madias had 
already referred^ the Alemorial, hm civcd from nciicial Mac- 
dd'wail c#A the part of the army, on this s\i!>icct, to the Snpromo 
OevenMoeiit, the only lAithofhy to which it was romprtent to 
jtka Goveimment of Jtfadras, to reh?t a question of tlie»kiitd, in> 
volvAUgi..as itiolpiioubly didy not the alh^^iaiices of tlie«.im> qt 
Madras^ oply, but those of thenliole Indian arm^, and Jhe v\liole 
suhject^f the Indian finances. The countenance ircom mended 
hy^Coldlfel litatcolin to be gi\en to the claim raccoidin » to what 
is stated 4n the ttfter part of lih pamphlet^, coulfl not 7>cxfesi1ily 
liegiveii withootimpressing the army with the idea ot an imphed 
sanqUua ^ Ilia, ehiim; if it was to be of my use at ail, 


the effect. ohf^prjil^pf the i^holc piocceilm",^^ such, 
tiwt t^ey^ ciui^8carce|jr see an inch befoic it: but ue con/o^«, 
TOM irfhe^ Government liad pursued such a com so, it would 
cwlr idea, bftrtkjed its own duty ; it would have hctrascfl 
€Ufveriioleat> wfio had declared, find tW demand 
aWowfenoes could notice granted j itrwpuUi ba*e b«- 
trayed^the Court of X)irectoi:|. who had told the Goveruoieots 
of I^pdi^ that eittensiou or allowanced vas incom^tible with 
the existence of the Company ; and it would have betrayed the 
SHrmt/ by ' ''bfit iallaeious hopes, which^tlie hoterirnont 
>iill kn|||KijPfedW irOfeiiaed. Wfe arfe thu^Uie^ 

^ontOiOoiHNid^nk^liA^^ that a cdurse 


mcnrfcd^yhiiiu 
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All this, Mid iworethan tbis, was eontrtiyed 
tbc General Order proposed by Colonel Malcolm. 

Jf wliat was proposed to be done was not conces- 
tion— if it was not the (loverament falling by its 
own bands, we know not what the woi’ds mean. 

Wfi know not what Uie words mean, if ib.w^ no^ 
establisliing the Army in the cbaraeter-.of a JjsdgSi 
of the acts of the GoveniHient, and- compellit^ 
the (itovdrnnient to appear ^nd to plead guilty at 
the bar of that tribunal. It was not even a sur- 
render on terms; it was a supplication for mercy ; 
for the Govei nincnt hud not the smallest assurance 
iliat tlie expel inient, degrading a'nd dangerous as 
it would have been, was to be in thd least success- 
ful, while e\ cry preceding event seemed to make 
thc rcicrse almost inevitable. Colonel Mh'lcolm 
indewl contemplates the probability of the army 
viewing the proceeding as a “ victory; *' and that 
many would be led by a “ hardened spirit of dis- WK 
“ afiection and turbulence, ‘to continue in opposi- 
“ tion ;”-but this we are told was “ No0ing.t 
If the army was still unreasonable enough ]{o.rfi> 
sist, the Government was then to mea8M!fc.back 
its way—to resume the high ground from which 
it had voluntarily desccndpd-lo redeem its clia- n-';-! or- 
racier, rad to do prodigies. Mr. Burke observes, 

This is an experiment cautiously to be made* 

“ Settler- pour mmx sau^er<^ according , to ^ 

“ French hy-word'; ominot bo ‘trusted to as a 
“ neral rale of conduct, '-‘To diet a man into 
*' weakness and languor, afterwards to give him 
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^^ffeater ^ more cf tha etn|Mrtck <lian 

the fetiotM^ physician.*'* We shall «nrfy say 
thr^ier, that the whole of tiie proposed^ cooarse 
•which we have been coondering^ appears^ i» our 
idea, so derogatory to the character the GtovnlB* 

nseat^ aa inconaiateBt with its honor, its intetfets, 
tWiia cgtSsteno^^ eo totally subversive of aliihture 
dittGipl^^oa aobatdination j so &tally injurious to 
the interests of tha army itself, and so boundless 
iatais ii^riotts effects on»every part of the Indian 
Adnuivbtation, that if the cminsei leading to it 
had tcchne from .any unknown quarter—if it had 
come from almost any other quarter than Colonel 
Malcolm himeelf, we should have felt a difficulty 
in 'hot tlstiribinf|fittb motives which, however much 
we mif have differed from him in opinion, as to 
the'pohitev'UDder discussion, we are sincerely sa« 
tisfied .found no place in his mind. We have al- 
ready stated} that wo think Colonel Malcolm mis- 
took the untolt of •thwevil with which the Go- 
compelled to contend, in tho'per- 


, .vt t*.* •”« 1 ‘ f ' ' 

. * Colond Malcolm quoted l4rgrly fpng this <|^tii^uis|i«<l 

Wi^tr; *awl'’He, loo, iMve ventured to siq)port sonhs bt oqr 
SflfikMiS by a reAroOfe^ ih|k or&cle of hutnaa wlhfodt'^ We 
ofsCdbNiel Maleoln jo«6o lo 

say with the Author of one of our best comedln^itiMtqbe 4uo- 
iwhSfJtHr/' A: Ukely^4>f 

Id iVeeiiiiif.oi theJun^tonH sentimeiiH nvbicb cba^ctenses th^ 
bdg&^Hte^ipP^u Hdl^lfckslu^^unVeer^if^'s&'^oosl^pts 
forced Into a foiei^^lirtli*. ‘*'1'^ ‘ '• I’"' 
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foitnance of its most saered dutjr, Mid ia defi%, * 
of those rights which it was boited b)i the mo 
solemn oblivion to maiatiinrihid the £wnda« 
tion being defective, dte'vdMlb sopentDoetbre 
shared is its natnre. > 

' 'it remams, that we should ekse liisheMi 
briefl;^ shewing the opinions expressed Sit Q. 

Barlow, and the Court of Direotota, 

Colonel Malcolm’s proposition. < 

The opinion of Sir Q. Barlow was<givcfw a 
private letttf fiom his Military s^^rdtaiy, .ad- 
dressed to Colonel Malcolm, whioh is here in- 
sertnL 


* 

*• Tort St G««i|V, 13d> July, l&oa. 


“ DtAB Malcoim, > Jt 




“ You have leceived my letter of tinadate^ i» 
reply to yoiu letter of the 4th ii^ant, which 
related moie immediately to the recent ocern^- dupatss 
^nc^s at ^^asulipatam, and the neawses Oofcrn- 
.which you bad. adotn^ .with segaid -to that Madras, of 

. 10th btpU 

gamson. ^ ^ isos. 


u 


“ I am now directed by Sir George Bariow, to 
leply to }our letter of tlic ^th and 6th' instpnt. 


" tbi^. eoutse of policy whioii you riuscwuiMndto 
be punned. > * ' 

« Sir George Barlow dcsirexme’ to 'tfi^eSs fo 
bU thablh' fbi- the vew m’anper 

Vjilj wj^ich 350U have comR«|^e?|ed t^ 

‘ (qiinion on i^s important auhjeet, 
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' After the matiirest conskleration, he cartnot 
satisfy his Jnincl at' the poiicy of the course of 
measure 'wWch you have recomniendfe<i tb his 
** adoption. ' * ** ‘ 

'* You havd, indeed,' been long apprised of the 
“■ seotiin®Hts of Sir George BailOw, withr^rd 
** to that eoUr^ie of poKcy ; and the infontthtion 
“WhSefc-yoa have how communicated to hirfl^ in- 
** stehd of nlterhig those sentiments, has Confirmed 
“ hint in htsopink^n of the necessity of mainfain- 
"ing the authority of the Govomnent with nn- 
“ siiaken dramefis and resolution. 

“ YoucanncA'lhow reader a more acceptable ser- 
“ vice to the*’ptibHc interests, ‘than by exciting 
'* your indncncc and ability m keejiing the garri- 
“ son ^Masulipatam firm to their duty, and in sa* 
tisfyingthe Dfiicers, that it is not less for their 
inteiests, than it is consistent with that duty, to 
“ await tlie decision of the authorities in England, 
the ses'eralNquestionS' which have occaisioned 
**ne^ihhch't^itatiOh' in Ihfe minds of a coft^sidef- 
“ able jiortidn of the army of this cbtablishnicnt. 

'* Sir George Baflow cntei tains the lullest con- 
that, your pndeavorslbr tliis puij).ciisewili 
** j^sove auccessfiil, and tliat iio extreme casexof the 
'^naturhO^^setCKWhiCli you alladc,wirt dCctrr. 
** If; however, afi^ such cases should Oebtir, he 
** IeaVJ^'cii|liely to ypui dis<;:rction to adopt su^h 
'‘as you may decn) best calsulated to 
** i)»EFeOthaexig«Dcy«f theoccasion^aadioenaMe 
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" you to maintain your auUuMuty in tjiogafiisoff 
undei; your command. ' " . < * , 

ln.cQOsequence of dpte intbfPMdion eommuni'' 
“ cated by you, Sir Georgo Barlow ha» (itemed ib 
“ oxpedieatto assemblo acoDsidMablo force, con* 
“ acting of His Majesty’s and- the- 
“ Company’s troops in the neighbourhood 
“ dras, for the purpose of protecting the>afii(N;.of 
Government, and enabling the Government to 
“ maintain its authority under all poasiblp dseoinn' 
“stances. . ,t,. , 

“ 1 remain, &c.^< • 

(Signed) “ B. 

. “ JdilitaiytSecretaiy.”* 

To Colonel Malcolm:* 




* The Resident at Ilydiabad having submitted to Sir George 

Barlow, piopositions, somewhat bimilar to those recommended paprrs^ 

by Colonel Makolin, he was in like manner infornked, that it 

wn» the iinn and uimltenibie detomioation of, €lo«etott«nt ^iH^a**-**! 

, , , , . 1 , . « 

** not to compromihe the public juitbonty iiiUieMigh||es|C<pe$Cito: Sopt. i809» 
** any such comptonnsc would lead to evils of the gveatestuw^g* 
nitude whicli would be irremediable/* 

We have ah eady noticed the striking siiinlorhy in almost 
every leature^-^f the Mutiny in Bengal iil 1963* wftli th^iate 
Mutiny otMadras^ with tho exception, 4>f tfceiast Iwjing-gr^iltlT 
more formidable. Tlie ReaderWriJl have no diHicfirtty hfttxmog 
a close reseinldsmcc of the reply of hir Georj'e fiarfow, to 
that given by tiie late Lord Cbve, under the like cireumstances; 
they differ only m Words ; both being animated by the same spi- 
rit. Lord Clivlp states' in a letter to Shr Robert Barkcf,*— ** Will 
soabaadnoed to all senssiDfiiiotior, and who'atiil iierse- 
** vere m supporting actb of mutiny and debeitioD; when they 
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'Hie nS ihe Court of Directors is con< 
ixrH eddretned bj ihli Court to the 
Qq mi>iB9u t> on the Tit M»y, 1810, 

from which we kitejrt thefottondhg l^trsct >-*■ 
Muted Pa- *• We btve obie^iRlriirith peeulier le^c^on, 
<*]roar udde^ting aidhefeiioe to the pribdple 
Directors, ** idlNi you ihnt opposed to theftetious |Mwoeed< 
M tt ^ ^ OlBeen, nemely, that no ctnoeishHi 
" OD^tiit to be made to an armed combination ; and 
** it is to your uniform adherence to this tinques* 
** donable principle of policy that we ascribe, un- 
der Bovidei^, the early termination of a re* 
** beHion, wUnNliveatened at once min to its au< 
t* dim, to dil Company, and to the moat valua- 
** tde interests of Great Britain. 

** Ilk are die more forcibly imprefoed with the 
" niedh of your conduct on this occasion, by 


*liim ^Maiiicd m poiat^ ocnctbcKt HiitaqrcMfiinuA 
* hetlka ISMipaH of Hat oafore. Fornqr«mptrt,IfliiiiitKe 
ajUkfi bq«Mti ter^ at thMat I caabt 
*' MSiMi a» |lPa wtj, mi then aatw tmAlat it* preMita- 
**iMaaf iqiainilKiVai tbc tanpaniyMltinMaf theCem- 

"fhy a^Mrt Igifir irhoi m ai« ndaud to tbe eeoeHity of 
** SdNahiiaithi tiuft jMMr to ii» Many of SMB ebo iiBfe fOBs 
•• fcilibttoidil Mtobhali fiodaad. 

** IWllfc tot hlabayiM wdniMii tbat If tocOficns do tot 
" aatoMeeatillBii tad-aiatw l a dti totiroriMo, mm aadde- 
"abeiSoB amt aeoriiy faa dm toV lahwhar tbay ao woB d or 

** Btoj tad f ai|pMHM of fhb IdBd m «aiw«B«pMMa^ 
vaato'elt.’* 
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I 

personallyi but a for> 
1^ nmo^ktSim^ tlia ju<%meBt of Gtfvemoient, 

p^<«»ottnced<on tht ist 
J809)«4i^^ C^cefa serMiiig iMdidjef tikeit 
* A^ditonilxir in fiKti.aa attevfxt to take 

iatiO tiidii: own liand«ii<>Itbe> 
V '/oaf unquestionable du^«an* 

iiol^reiitfe^iittcib «, daring and treastmable 

a-#t ^ f 

i vf*'nrb)||i|fU>di4(4Ftoofil of your Orders of the 1st 
ere sorry to find was reeem- 
f nsia^ad' to you by some of our servants, £)r 
^viKbi0iia>^3^^ritant and integrity we in general en< 
If te^ii"giq||ft iBspeot, would, in* our opinion, 
St'bnfVie hiiev eqi^y jmpolitie, 'and still tnewe dis* 
*fggp||ie6{L 4baii ‘tiidi; entire levoctdion. Fom it 
** wnmid inlve evinced all the weakness of a timid 
^ eal unqtudified recantation; and would' equally 
** have admitted what never can be admitted, that 
** Government have no power to suspend or dismiss 

without the ju<%mei1t of 


** A C/aort Martin}, a power which though seldom 
**e]h^cli^ and^ which, as fer^as respects your 
^i^hnregqomsaa^: abroad, is limited to suspension 


^■^ttSIWirMlkbviatiidy necessaiy to the secunty and 
f*y«|Mltni|||e •of' every Government, and particu- 

ht FemoVdd n-dUi thd 
** 'sfCilHfi^ W th4l S|ate. 

pr^ipipjeii, andt^opsiderations we 
^ifS|pb^>|ppmv which you 

Aa^desdnlMd in tilkr'sf th. 



1^1 

* 

** 2Sthy and29tfa paragraphs of ^ t<Cf<p h 
“ wa are now iw^ljrhjg j the oabcmt audit 
** coBsetpieacea of whkh so «)0«aa|9asK«idlM^>4ij^ 
UBCcmditional sabmksioo this 
** cer»y ayd the reatomtion of )je|^ a»1^tkfjik ' 
Colonel Malcolm’s Nat«stiVo is* i)io(i»<esilt<auied 
more than a few pages after ihe^poilioiifhf^hiK-ve* 
turn to Madras from MasalUpatain. Bot4h<Wi|^ 
these pages might affoid consideraUstidialhsc;^ 
remark, we have no wish to dvB)^ lon^l^p do the< 
bul^ect. One point only wc tdiatt oeocisiSdgNsd^ 
tice, namely, the refusal of Colonef^Malcalaar to 
sign the Addiess presented to Sir*€heoi^e Barlott' 
by the principal inhabitants of li|fi|^as, alu >tbO 
time when the Mutiny was raging witiilte fiewhirifi 
violence. A> time more suitaMe fbrauohajdV^^ 
dress, or an Address more suitable §ar $^^* 9 X 1 
occdstoo, could not well be imagined.* Every 

' I ’ ^ 

*The AfMress will best speatafoc its«|^SO(iil'tfNMibtB|be<e 
iabcrt«(i; — ^ 

Wc whose n4m<» are hcreuuto subscribe*!, impress^ wlOi f 
*' deep sense of our duty to our country, and of the OM^sity of 
^ gbod Order and obedienOe to the constlttttod* peg 

** leave to tendef you, at tins moment of tUftbafty-amf dftl%er, 
*' our assurances ot support to the ioteiests of Gv^maiMih 
** of our reddmess to devote our lises^|Uwi |btppt^ tc^ tbf 
*' tenance of the public tranquillity la uy,iA(yin.i|^$ch,toyoq, 
'* in your wisdom, it disy'seem meet to comuidSmtnem. . * 

* We desire to take thb opjKidilfai'ty 
** ear fullest dhappMtotiob Iphif hr‘i|M^i|^S8Ulo& 

" wbtvk has ccqeaHyi idimto ‘9^ aoMdgsf 



|^<iniphU t) 

piige in. 


fedifeifahHnify, fn alteoantries, has, In ttin^s 
IKe danger, chosen such modes for giving expres* 
^n to of loyalty, and for conveying 

to the ruling poVteSrthose pledges of support which 
wlifst' VlddaWfe in the hour of nedd. It was 
wisely eiiu^ed by the Athenean Lawgiver, that 
adiejQt the countiy was |n danger, there should be 
n« jnestrality : ibr who, in such times is not for, 
must f>« against.’ We have no doubt that the rea- 
!f6rir''wftfiSh ' Colonel Malcolm has given, for not 
si|hrhgf ’{he Address, satisfied his own mind he 
Was doing right ; but we regret that we are very 
fat having the same feeling. We think the 
tiiiip in qucMion was that, when, ail the respectabi* 
fi^idedefvcdiy' tftthched to the name of Colonel 
Ml^m, should have been ranged on the side of 


Honorable Coiu|>an}^’8 Army brivinii; under tlie Presidency of 
Foit Si, George. Fully conviiu ed, that it is the duty of e\ery 
good subject to yield obedjtorc to the coinmauds of Uiosc 
whom tbe will of bis Sovereign, and the laws of his country 
baVc ipiaeed in authority over him, and patiently to await the 
rtstihof a refereiwe to Europe for the leLliess of >031 or sup- 
posed grievances ; any conduct, impatient of the period of 
inch sppealg and backward to the calls of piofesbional obe- 
dience^ wc regard as subversive of all good order and disci- 
pline^P hostile to the Constitution of our Natice Country, and 
big with danger tp the existence of tlie Britbh Empire in 
India. 

nd we tbereforci Honorable Sir, tieg to repeat the assur- 
^ of our firm determinatiou to resist the operation of such 
pnncipf^ tAieb we ate coi^nced must be equally reprobated 
and touo^ned by all good and loyal subjeeb.*’ 
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MtaUisbed order, and ta defence of lanrM Qto* 
vernmeni.* r v 



It lb M hoUy uuuccesssiLry to follow GplqiitelMdoolu^ llirough 


the reasons to \«lucii ue have allodedi. I'he siihjoot in itself 
quite iinraatcinl , but fioin what we have heard, from tlie most 
mithentic quarter, we aie disposed to think, that ColSm Mai- 
eolm inuvt have been inisin formed, ia to some of Vtm pohtis to 
which he has referud* We are pot a littlo sniprisedj aAof the 
coiidciiinatiufi whuii Colouel Mai^lui has proaopxiced in pAany 
parU of Publication, legirdiiig established rule, to see that 
he has 4 l | S|<i<U d one ot his objections to the Address on the 
circumstance of its nut having been prepared agreeubfV to *“ com- 
nion usage, ' at a tune w hen tlie state of the sotthnrtait df Ma- 
dras appears to have made the observance of that iisagf quite 
iinpossibic Alter tlic intui} aberrations winch m have had oc- 
casion to notice, we ^^ei, with satisfaction, this ret(|l|| |q> the 
beaten and safe path ot established piinci^le 



APPENDIX, 


Theri' has been lately circulated a “Brief Sketch*' 
of the Public Services of Sir G. Barlow, contain* 
ing very ample testimony of the great services 
%\h’ich he has rendered to his country, during a 
long .j)ublic life of upwards of thirty-three years, 
passed in the most laborious and important occu- 
pations. The coureeof measures in which Sir G. 
Barlow was, iu the later years of his administra- 
tion abroad, compelled to engage, was of a nature 
to call ^<>rth a host of opponents, against whose 
clamorous eflorts, unaided by political influence 
or connexion in this country, he has had nothing 
to opjiose but the shield of virtue. The absence 
of Sir G. Barlow for so long a period of time 
from his native land, has debarred him from the 
benefit of that political support, which the corrup- 
tion of human nature unhappily renders, in times 
of difficulty, too essential : but the purity and ex- 
ulted excellence of his own character has s«pp!ied 
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'dUe deficiency of extraneous aid. The question 
affects not 1^ G. Baclow alone, but should come 
near to the view mid feelings of eveiy man of vir- 
tue or of honor in this kingdom : fbi, admitting 
the ties of obligation and gratitude-towardsa per- 
s(Hi, whose life has been, from his earliest years, 
devoted to the public §ood, to be fur^a moment 
suspended, it mutt be apparent, that the Nation 
cannot well expect to be faithfully scived, if such 
a person should fall the \ictim of' calumny, and 
be bunted down by obloquy, created in the honor- 
able and able discharge of that duty which he 
had been oxpeessly enjoined to execute. 

Thorservioes rendeied, in late yeai's, by Sir G. 
Barlow, stand on a high eminence ; and the facts 
connected witli them aieUiow so well known, that 
iiolbiogreqaircs,atpre8ent,tobc addedo that sub- 
ject. , The SOI vices which birG.Bai low was enabled 
to perform in his earlier years, though greatly im- 
portant, are from their nature, less cons])icuous 
and less understood; it is, however, proper, that 
they should be, understood, in order that the Na* 
tioa»aild Bust India Company may know that 
thq whole course of that distinguished person has 
been marked by the same undei iating traits of the 
aniistsirdcii^ajteltoaccessf^ devotion to the public 
interests^ 

Having. QbtAiued>froiR<nD nuUientio source the 
feBpwing Copies and Exfiacts of I^ers address- 
ed *by late Marquis Cornwallis to Sir G. 

we thtnb it a 4pty not to withhold them firoip 
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pdblic knowledge. They speak in 
very irapreerive the feeKnge of' tiiat 
tuous nobleman, that they cannirt &jl^to 
admiration of the unsullied worth;aitd.pi»ity' hill 
fame, while they afford an hoi^orahle testimony of 
the extensive share which SKr G..Barlow had in tlie 
formation of that system, ■t)f intefhj^ gdveroaten^ 
on the basis of which rests all tKe prosperity «€. 
our Eastern Possessions, and which has been one* 
of the great means of conferring lasting security 
and happiness on a fmpulation of^ n6t lesH than 
fifty millions of our Indian subjects. 

Wc judge it proper to notice, that theserieSLef 
correspondence might have been extendedy<hut 
all letters, or passages of Jettersy of which- the 
publication could not be liable to any objeetion^ 
have been omitted. A reference to ihe Corret- 
spondence will explain the times and drciim> 
etances connected with it. <- 


Extract^'roni a Letter from Marquis Gortmwtdlit 
to Mr. Barlow, dated Madras, Ylth 'Sept^- 
ber, 1793. • . 

’ 1 1 1 .shall ever consider the connexion and feiand* 

f‘ ijhip that I have, formed with you, as one of the 
** most fortunate eventsof my life although it 
must be Umg'befbre we can-iBeet,i 1 shall com- 
feunicate with' you constaiitlyi' not* only Qia;In* 
f* dinn affiiirs, but on all subjects in which 'either. 
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/■ ■ 

^ may-'be in any way concerned ; as I know 

% you^nnot be indifieront in jtnatters that relate 
to coe, and 1 shall ever be interested for your* 
^ sidf^aad ithose^that belong to you.’* 


Cb/ty ^ a Letter Jirom Marquis Corttwallh to Mr. 
Barkm, dated Madras^ \ si October ^ 1793. 

** Dear Barlow, 

! >>• 

I am well aware of the great, and, indeed, 
almost unreasonable task, that I imposed upon 
•* you, 'when I requested tliat you would take the 
charge df drawing u]> and ffaming the regula- 
•* tions, in conformity to the resolutions which were 
passed by Government, fi-om the ]>ropositions 
** Contained in my minute on the new judicial ar- 
** rangements; But T have seen so many instances 
** of your persevering industry, that I am san- 
“ guine enough to hope, (notwithstanding your 
official avocations) that your laborious work is, 
** by this time, nearly completed. 

•* Ak. I'nvast nktuTally feel most warmly inte- 
** yested in the success of a measure, in which I 
have so great: a share of responsibility, and up- 
** on the’: jh'i^rhaxecation of w’hichi I think, 
** the future ,jffbape»?ity df our - Indian empire so 
^ much depends, 'I trust ybu will not blame my 
anxiety Wlneft f 'beg-. that, befiardltbe regulations 
** are sent to the press, yogt>iviU Idok them over 
with particular care to see that they are perfectly 
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*• ttattect, «nd that there has 
ence or mistake, been any 
“ spirit and true meaning of 
“ the subsequent resolutions of Government.' 

“ I am, with great regard, 

** Dear Barlow, 

“"Most sincerely ypur*^-'^ 
(Signed) “ Cornwallis.** 


not, «fn>c 
devialitm> fitntt') 
the minute, and 



Copy qf a Letter from Marquis CortmaJliSt dated 
Madras t 9th October^ 17 ^ 3 . 

' “ Dear Barlow, 

“ Lcannot take my final leave of India, with* 
out repeating iny sense of the powerfiil assist* 
“ ance which 1 have received from yon, .and 
“ which alone enabled me to carry„the.tq.os|; .im- 
“ portant acts of my government into execu- 
“ tion.,_, ... • 

“ I feel, at present, a mixture of regret and 
** anxiety at quitting this country, and of jcQ^ at 
the thoughts of ^ing my children, after a se- 
paration of eight yews. As I advance in my 
** voyage, the latter, wdl naturally .preponderate, 
“ hot after the first hurry of spirits is over, my 
** thdughts win be often turned to the success of 
the juflifela] Regulations, » • .< ,, v - 
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the meet earnest widbea i!^»y0ur 
if hfafeh and prosperity, '<> 

** Dear Barlow, 

** Your most f 4 ithful 
• ** and affectionate friend, 

" (TSi^ned) “ Cornwallis.** 


* ... 

Mxirapt ^r<m 'n Lett^ from Mcerquis CortmdlUs, 
. dated Brornef IStli Mai'ch, 1794 . 

" ** T have jutt learned that the fleet is tto sail im- 
*• fnediatfeily India ; and although the report 
** is probably not’truc, and I am much hurried, I 
•* -could not let the first ships have a chance of ar- 
nVHig id Bengal without your being assured, un- 
** d^f my bWft'Tiand, that I am pci'fectly recovered 
**' ?i"orn a sfi^lii! indisposition, and that I shall ever 
** feel Ihie'Vafue of your fj iendship, and the im- 
portanl6e of Ae services that you have rendered 

i f ^ , 

*• ^ * - 

Extract friOH a IjCtter froih Marquis ComwalHsy 

4th 179-5. 

■ .t * ■/ , V t- ► ' ' ‘ ‘ . 

Evety-thiag which you .have hitherto done is 

ifloiveraally approved^ ns it is understood s 
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M 


gaA be iasamif aiem 

the more it will be admitedi’* 


J* ’SI H 


' i > 

Extract Jr om a Letter from Marqms (krvwaXds Ibl 


Mr. Barlow, dated London, 1^9^ 




■* * * j 

“ I have received your letters to tile fISth at 
“ May, and have lead them, with the ioeiqsafes^ 
with great attention, and with 
“ gratitude to you, botji public and j^rlvate, for 
upholding a system which is of such 
“ sequence to the cause of humanity, as well as 
“ the Biitish inteiests in India; and whiqhwjth* 
** out youi powerful support, cpuld hava 

“ been earned into useful eflfed;. I rqquasl that 
“ you will not bo discouiaged fioqajpepTeyqji^ifigFm 
“ a conduct which must ledect tha highest baaor 
“ on yourself, whilst it renders ibwt essfotial 
“ service to >our countiy ; and, ftom which, yaur 
“ benevplent mind will ever derive the napslt gratis 
“ lying leflections.” 


Extract fiom a Letter Irtm MarqmsOorveaxdhs to 
Mr. Bai Ion, dated Parts, IStft Nor. 1801 . 

n f 

** Alter this preface, whiah.wiH, I heipeit in 
** somedegieo, save me flora the suspicion of foj;* 
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“ geting, 01* neglecting, my friends in India, t 
“ have tiow to express the sincere joy which I felt 
*' on hearing of your appointment to the Supreme 
“ (Council; a circumstance so beneficial to flic 
“ public, so honorable to you rseli; and which has 
“ been so just a reward for your most able and 
“ meritorious services.’' 


Exlract from a Letter from :\rarf/itls Conixeall'n 
Mr. Barluii', dated Jiromc, Ilk Si-jit. 

“ I have now retired for c\er from all piib- 
lie situation, but ni). feelings arc still alive 
“ to the honor and interest ol’ my country ; and 
“ I shall, to the end of my liie, reflect witli i!k: 
'■ most heartfi'ltsatisl'action, that, by adopting and 
“ patronizing your suggestions, I laid the /(iiiuda- 
“ tion of a system for the pro.-'perity of our Indiau 
“ empire, which has .so gloriously flourished.” 


The lad letter addressed by Lord C’oniwallis to 
Sir G. Barlow, is dated fith ,Jan. U i x- 

plains, at considerable length, the circumstances 
connected -with his Lordship's re-appointment to 
the station of (Jovernor-fJeneral ; an e-\planation 
which is, for obvious rea.sons, omitted. \Vc insert, 
however, the Ibllowing paragrapli ; 
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E^vlraci from n Ixlter J'rom Marijuix Cornxcat 
Sir (leor^r Barloxc, datet^ Cidjbrd, the Gi 
Jan. ISO.j. 

“ lliic)nj)loyc’<l as I have been, and app* 

“ liivvly (o iViuain, in tlie line of my profet 
*• and, in its pri'sent state, useless to niyotv 
“ inily. 1 haw eou'-ente:! to take the rash stej 
'• reluniiiii; to Iji'lia ; Isy which, if I should U 
“ tlie imsms of ultimately placiiys^ the charge ot 
our Asiatic enipi'c in \ our hands, I shall feel 
• that "l ha.vo rendered ai\ essential service to my 
coui\tr\.” 


F I A r s. 


F. r, }'i ■ , 

ookS Cljjt.ciJt , I 'tfj'ltiKi 







